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Hezbollah will not accept a "partial cease-
fire" with Israel, a senior official from the 
Lebanese resistance group said Tuesday, 
refusing to halt retaliatory attacks against 
northern occupied territories in exchange 
for Israel sparing Beirut's southern sub-
urbs.
"We will not accept a partial ceasefire," 
Mahmud Qomati told AFP in a written 
statement, adding, "The Zionist enemy 
should know that any aggression against 
the suburbs could lead to a deeper and 
stronger response" from the group.
On Monday, US President Donald Trump 
announced a deal which Lebanese officials 
later said involved Israel refraining from at-
tacking Beirut's southern suburbs in return 
for Hezbollah not attacking Israeli positions.
Following the development, Iranian Parlia-
ment Speaker Mohammad Baqer Qalibaf 
on Tuesday warned that if Israel’s attacks 
continue in Lebanon, the Islamic Republic 
will not only suspend peace talks with the 
United States but will also stand against the 
Israeli regime. Qalibaf made the remarks in 
a phone conversation with his Lebanese 
counterpart Nabih Berri amid Israel’s deep-
est incursion into Lebanon in 26 years.
Qalibaf described the bond between Iran 
and Lebanon as unbreakable, stressing 
that any ceasefire agreement between Teh-

ran and Washington must include a halt 
to Israeli attacks on all fronts, particularly 
Lebanon.
“Over the past 48 hours, we have serious-
ly pursued a halt to Israeli attacks. If the 
crimes continue, we will not only suspend 
the talks but also stand against the Zionist 
regime,” he warned.
Berri, for his part, thanked the Islamic Re-
public for its efforts to stop Israeli atrocities.
A halt to Israel’s attacks on Lebanon has 
been one of Iran’s key conditions in the 
ceasefire deal between Iran and the US, 
which has been in place since early April to 
give a chance to diplomacy to end a US-Is-
raeli aggression against Iran, which began 
on February 28.
The Israeli regime not only failed to stop its 
aggression against Lebanon but it intensi-
fied its attacks and occupied more Leba-
non’s territories during its recent incursion.
In recent weeks, the Israeli regime has 
launched deadly strikes on civilian areas 
and issued evacuation orders targeting 
southern Lebanese communities. Israel’s 
acts of aggression have caused significant 
civilian casualties and widespread destruc-
tion of infrastructure in Lebanon.
The conflict between Israel and Lebanon’s 
resistance group Hezbollah began in March 
after the Lebanese group launched military 
operations against the regime in response 
to its aggression against Iran. A truce to halt 

the fighting began on April 17, but has nev-
er been observed.
The Lebanese Health Ministry says Israeli 
attacks have killed more than 3,370 people 
since early March.
 
Israel’s aggression
Qalibaf’s warning came after the Israeli 
regime escalated its strikes on Lebanon in 
recent days, with Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu saying that he ordered the mil-
itary to strike the Dahiyeh area, a Shia-ma-
jority area in Beirut’s southern suburbs, 
and issued sweeping evacuation orders cov-
ering the entire district. In response, Iran’s 
central military command issued a warning 
that if Israel carried out its threat to bomb 
southern Beirut, Iranian forces would retal-
iate against northern occupied territories. 
Shortly after Iran’s warning, US President 
Donald Trump said Israel and Hezbollah 
resistance movement in Lebanon agreed to 
dial back fighting. “I had a very productive 
conversation, and there will be no soldiers 
arriving in Beirut, and any soldier who was 
on the way has already turned back,” Trump 
wrote following a call with Netanyahu.
 
Reciprocal halt in attacks
The Lebanese Embassy in Washington also 
announced that Hezbollah has agreed to 
an American proposal calling for a recip-
rocal halt in attacks with Israel, marking 

a potential step toward reducing tensions 
in the region. According to the embassy, 
the development followed discussions be-
tween Lebanese President Joseph Aoun 
and US Secretary of State Marco Rubio as 
part of ongoing diplomatic efforts aimed 
at preventing a broader regional escala-
tion. Under the US-backed proposal, Israel 
would suspend strikes on Beirut's southern 
suburbs, a key Hezbollah stronghold, while 

Hezbollah would halt its attacks against 
Israel. Lebanese officials said the arrange-
ment is intended to serve as the foundation 
for a wider ceasefire that could eventually 
be expanded across all of Lebanon. Despite 
efforts to end Israel’s attacks on Lebanon, 
Lebanon’s state-run National News Agen-
cy on Tuesday reported the death of eight 
more people in Israel’s drone strikes on 
southern country.
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Deputy FM: Trump’s Lebanon intervention 
claim exposes US role in Israeli crimes

Trump’s intervention signals ...

A senior Iranian diplo-
mat questioned the Unit-
ed States’ claims of pre-
venting a major Israeli 
attack on the Lebanese 
capital Beirut, saying 
the statement exposes 
Washington’s direct role 
in managing Israeli mili-
tary atrocities across the 
region.
Deputy Foreign Minis-
ter for Legal and Inter-
national Affairs Kazem 
Gharibabadi made the 
remarks on his X ac-
count on Tuesday, hours 
after US President Don-

ald Trump claimed that 
he had persuaded Israeli 
prime minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu to cancel a 
large-scale attack on Bei-
rut, Press TV reported.
Gharibabadi said recent 
developments in Leba-
non, Syria, and occupied 
Al-Quds demonstrate 
that instability in the 
region is not the result 
of isolated tensions but 
rather Israel's actions 
and the impunity it en-
joys.
G h a r i b a b a d i  s a i d 
Trump's remarks were 

less a sign of Washing-
ton's commitment to 
peace but evidence of 
its role in Israeli military 
decisions.
“In this context, the US 
president’s claim that 
he dissuaded Netanyahu 
from launching a major 
attack on Beirut is more 
than a sign of Washing-
ton's desire for peace 
and a confirmation of the 
United States' direct role 
in managing the aggres-
sions of the Zionist re-
gime,” the senior Iranian 
diplomat wrote.

Gharibabadi then posed 
the central question 
arising from Trump's 
statement, asking, “If 
the decision to attack 
the capital of an inde-
pendent country can be 
changed with a single 
phone call, the main 
question is why months 
of ceasefire violations, 
aggression against Leb-
anon, the displacement 
of people, and threats 
against the country's 
sovereignty continued 
with Western political 
and military support.”

The third scenario would involve a 
large-scale attack on the outskirts 

of Beirut, followed 
by a direct response 

from Iran and Hezbollah and an ex-
pansion of the conflict to the Bab 
el-Mandeb front. Such a develop-
ment would bring US-Iran negoti-
ations to a complete halt and lead 
Iran to launch extensive strikes 
against US interests both within and 
beyond the region.
If this scenario materializes, Trump 

would likely leave the region with-
out an agreement, while Israel 
would face an extremely difficult 
situation.
Should the third scenario unfold, 
the US, after entering an intense 
conflict lasting several days, would 
eventually seek to end the war fol-
lowing new and severe asymmetric 
Iranian responses and mounting 
pressure on both global and domes-
tic energy markets. In order to avoid 
a broader confrontation with global 

geopolitical challenges, Washington 
would likely conclude the conflict 
by promoting a narrative of victory 
while providing certain internation-
al guarantees for Israel’s protection.
Given the highly fluid nature of the 
situation and the tactical disagree-
ments between the United States 
and Israel regarding how to deal 
with Iran’s power and regional in-
fluence, any of these scenarios—or 
an intermediate outcome between 
them—remains possible.
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Iran’s Islamic Revolution Guards Corps 
(IRGC) Navy struck the giant cargo ship 
MSC Sariska, affiliated with the “Amer-
ican‑Zionist enemy”, with a cruise mis-
sile in a reciprocal operation after a US 
attack on an Iranian commercial ves-
sel in the Sea of Oman.
The IRGC Navy’s public relations de-
partment announced on Tuesday that 
the strike was a direct response to the 
“aggressive and treacherous attack” 
by the US military on the Iranian bulk 
carrier Lian Star.
T h e  M S C  S a r i s ka ,  a  Pa n a m a n i -
an‑flagged vessel, was targeted near 
Iraqi waters and sustained a major 
explosion.
The IRGC Navy warned that any fur-
ther aggression by the US army in the 
region will be met with a decisive re-
sponse.
A Swiss-based company said on Tues-
day that two projectiles hit the con-
tainer vessel in the Persian Gulf as it 
was leaving a port in Iraq.
Both the company MSC, based in Gene-
va, and the British maritime security 
agency UKMTO reported no injuries 
to crew members in the Monday's in-
cident.

The UKMTO said the vessel was 40 
nautical miles off the Iraqi port of 
Umm Qasr when the initial explosion 
occurred on Monday.
In a statement, MSC claimed that it "is 
a neutral commercial carrier with no 
affiliation to the United States or Is-
rael.”
On Friday, a US aircraft fired an 
AGM‑114 Hellfire missile at the engine 
room of the bulk carrier Lian Star, dis-
abling the vessel.
The Lian Star is a commercial vessel 
that was operating in international 
waters when it was targeted.
Iran has accused the United States of 
an act of state‑sponsored maritime 
terrorism.
The exchange comes amid heightened 
tensions in the strategic waters of the 
Sea of Oman and the Persian Gulf.
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People ride a motorbike past a destroyed building in an Israeli airstrike at a neighborhood in Beirut's 
southern suburbs on June 2, 2026.
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