+

Iran Daily = Saturday, June 06, 2026

Iranica
Home

Kabirkuh emerges
as premier ecotourism destination in Iran

( Iranica Desk )

The vast Kabirkuh Mountain
Range, stretching 225 kilome-
ters and covered with pristine
vegetation, is not only a site of
historical significance dating
back to the Sassanid era but is
also recognized today as one
of the most important destina-
tions for ecotourism and moun-
taineering in western Iran.
Kabirkuh is among the longest
and most majestic sections of
the Zagros Mountain. Extend-
ing from the vicinity of Ilam to
near Andimeshk in Khuzestan
Province, the range forms part
of Iran’s westernmost moun-
tain chain and terminates at
the Karkheh River, according to
chtn.ir.

More than a geographical fea-
ture, Kabirkuh stands as a tes-
tament to Iran’s ancient history.
Human settlement in the foot-
hills of the region dates back to
the Sassanid period. The Sey-
mareh River, which originates
in the heart of the mountains
and flows through dense for-

ests, has played a key role in the
area’s development, creating
numerous waterfalls and fertile
pastures that fostered the emer-
gence of historic settlements.

One of the defining character-
istics that sets Kabirkuh apart
from other parts of the Zagros
is its remarkable ecological
diversity. The Kabirkuh Pro-
tected Area, managed by Iran’s
Department of Environment,
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serves as a habitat for a vari-
ety of rare species. As visitors
move away from the lower
slopes and ascend to higher el-
evations, increasingly rich and
untouched vegetation becomes
visible.

Tourists exploring the region
may encounter valuable wildlife
species, including wild goats,
brown bears, leopards, wildcats,
and the Persian squirrel. The

area is also home to distinctive
and rare plant species, such as
the Larg tree near Badreh, a bo-
tanical attraction that captivates
nature enthusiasts.

The highest peak in the range
is Kan Seifi Mount, rising 3,065
meters above sea level and at-
tracting mountaineers from
both Iran and abroad.
Speaking to ISNA, Farzad Shar-
ifi, Director General of Cultural
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Heritage, Tourism and Hand-
icrafts Organization of Ilam
Province, highlighted the re-
gion’s attractions. He said that
spring and summer are the ide-
al seasons for travelers seeking
lush landscapes and flourishing
nature, when visitors can en-
joy swimming in natural pools,
boating on fast-flowing riv-
ers, and hiking through fields
covered with red poppies and

narcissus flowers. For those
who prefer tranquility and
snow-covered scenery, autumn
and early winter are recom-
mended.

Sharifi noted that visitors can
access the area via roads pass-
ing through Darreh Shahr and
Badreh after arriving in Ilam
Province. Directional signs near
these towns guide travelers
into the heart of the Kabirkuh
region.

He added that Kabirkuh is sur-
rounded by numerous histori-
cal and natural attractions that
complement any visit. Among
them are Bahram Chubin
Gorge, Khazineh Valley, Agha
Mir Cave, Haft Asiab Waterfall,
the twin lakes of Siah Gav, the
Poldokhtar wetlands, and the
historic Gavmishan Bridge.
According to Sharifi, the re-
gion’s exceptional combination
of history, unspoiled nature,
and rich biodiversity has made
it one of the premier destina-
tions for adventure travelers
and ecotourism enthusiasts in
southwestern Iran.

Historic Riab village

( Iranica Desk )

In the southern reaches of Kho-
rasan Razavi Province, near the
city of Gonabad, the historic
village of Riab stands as a living
page from the history of Iran’s
desert civilization. Here, the past
continues to breathe through
winding alleyways and earthen
architecture, while contempo-
rary life unfolds in harmony with
centuries-old traditions.

Riab tells the story of a commu-
nity that emerged in a challeng-
ing environment and sustained
itself through patience, ingenui-
ty, and a deep understanding of
nature.

The village’s appeal becomes ev-
ident upon arrival. Its cohesive
mud-brick and adobe architec-
ture, punctuated by traditional
windcatchers rising against the
skyline, reflects a sophisticat-
ed indigenous response to the
demands of a hot and arid cli-
mate. The dense urban fabric,
narrow passageways, winding
lanes, and covered alleys known
as Sabat not only provide shade
but also offer protection from
strong winds and natural haz-
ards. Riab is widely regarded
as an outstanding example of
climate-responsive architecture,
combining functionality, simplic-
ity, and beauty.

At the heart of the village lies
its enduring relationship with
water. Riab developed in accor-
dance with the logic of the ganat
system and the natural slope of
the land, with its architecture
carefully aligned to the move-
ment of water. Features such
as underground access points
to ganats, water chambers, and
architectural spaces designed to
channel water into residential
compounds demonstrate that
water was not merely a necessi-
ty but a defining element in the
organization of daily life. This
physical and cultural connection
to the ganat network has made
Riab one of the most valuable
examples of sustainable desert
habitation in Iran.

Beyond its architecture, Riab
remains a living cultural land-
scape. Traditional ceremonies,
local dialects, handicrafts, and
hospitality continue to shape
community life. From religious
observances and seasonal cus-
toms to traditional weaving and
handicraft production, the vil-
lage has preserved many aspects
of its intangible heritage. Riab
was also among the pioneering
rural communities in the prov-
ince to establish eco-lodges and
community-based tourism initia-
tives, highlighting its potential to
become a model cultural tourism
destination where local resi-
dents play a central role in both
preservation and development.
These characteristics — includ-
ing the authenticity of its earth-
en architecture, the integrity of
its historic fabric, its connection
to the qanat system, its living
traditions, and the active partic-
ipation of the local community
— have strengthened calls for
the village’s inscription on in-
ternational heritage lists. Advo-
cates argue that global recogni-
tion could provide an important
safeguard against incompatible
development, environmental
degradation, and other long-
term threats while positioning
Riab within an international
network of distinguished rural
destinations.

In an interview with Mehr News
Agency, Hadi Mohammadpour,
the Parliamentary representa-
tive for Gonabad and Bajestan,
described Riab as one of the
most significant tourism and
heritage assets in Khorasan Ra-
zavi Province.

He noted that the province, par-
ticularly its desert cities such as
Gonabad and Bajestan, is home
to valuable historical sites, ex-
tensive qanat systems, caravan-
serais, and historic villages that
reflect the culture and civiliza-
tion of earlier generations.
“Riab, with its long history, ancient
ganats, and valuable traditional
fabric, is one of the most promi-
nent tourist attractions in south-

eyes international heritage status

ern Khorasan Razavi,” he said.
Mohammadpour also highlight-
ed the village’s early role in de-
veloping rural tourism. He noted
that during 2017 and 2018, Riab
was among the first locations in
the province to establish tradi-
tional eco-lodges operating as
cultural centers. The village was
nationally registered years ago,
and in recent years it has re-
ceived increased attention from
provincial cultural heritage au-
thorities.

The lawmaker further revealed
that Riab has been included
among the candidates for inter-
national recognition. According
to him, the village was among
50 locations across the country
considered last year for global
registration initiatives. Three
villages from Khorasan Razavi
were nominated, including Riab.
He said that sustained follow-up
efforts by provincial authorities,
cooperation with local govern-
ment institutions, and measures
undertaken in recent weeks have
resulted in the implementation
of many recommendations made
by cultural heritage experts.

Mohammadpour expressed hope
that, once the remaining require-
ments are completed, Riab will
be internationally recognized as
one of the leading tourism des-
tinations in southern Khorasan
Razavi Province.

He also emphasized the role of
local residents in tourism de-
velopment, noting that Riab is
among the few villages where a
significant number of residents
have become actively involved
in establishing eco-lodges and

recreational facilities.

“The existence of historic qanats
and the traditional urban fabric
are among the clearest indica-
tors of the village’s long history,”
he said. “These valuable ele-
ments form the historical iden-
tity of Riab and deserve greater
efforts toward preservation and
international recognition.”
Hamidreza Mahmoudi, head
of Gonabad’s Department of
Cultural Heritage, Tourism and
Handicrafts, described Riab as
one of the most complete and
best-preserved examples of des-
ert architecture in eastern Iran.
He said the village has success-
fully maintained its architectural
authenticity through the contin-
ued use of adobe and mud-brick
construction techniques. Accord-
ing to Mahmoudj, local builders
employed indigenous materials

chtn.ir

and architectural solutions spe-
cifically adapted to the harsh
desert climate.

“The village displays remark-
able visual cohesion,” he said.
“Its inward-looking spatial orga-
nization and dense urban fabric
minimize exposure to sunlight,
while the covered passageways
provide shade and serve a struc-
tural role in protecting against
earthquakes and the region’s
famous 120-day winds.”
Mahmoudi added that the vil-

lage skyline is distinguished by
traditional windcatchers that
function as natural ventilation
systems, while the entrance
vestibules of homes reflect the
careful separation of private and
public spaces in local culture.
He identified the integration of
architecture and water manage-
ment as one of Riab’s defining
characteristics. The historic set-
tlement developed in accordance
with the terrain and the flow of
the renowned Qasabeh Qanat,
while prominent residences such
as the Salari House used water
chambers and underground ac-
cess points to bring water into
the heart of domestic life.
According to Mahmoudi, the
village’s layout represents a
sophisticated balance between
security, water management,
and environmental adaptation.
Narrow alleyways and numerous
dead ends once created a defen-
sive network that enhanced se-
curity, while covered passages
provided opportunities for sur-
veillance and protection.

He further noted that the vil-
lage’s physical structure was
organized parallel to the ganat’s
water flow, ensuring an orderly
hierarchy of water use. Buildings
were generally oriented toward
the qibla, maximizing sunlight
during winter while provid-
ing shade during the summer
months.

Mahmoudi stressed that Riab’s
historic fabric has remained
largely intact because modern
development was directed out-
side the historical core, allowing
the village center to avoid many
of the destructive effects of con-
temporary urbanization.
Among the village’s most no-
table landmarks, he cited its
historic water reservoir, Grand
Mosque, central fortress, and
the Alipour House. The latter, he
said, became the region’s first
eco-lodge and represents a dis-
tinguished example of Iranian
architecture featuring decorative
elements from both the Safavid
and Qajar periods.



