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Iran’s captain Ehsan Haji Safi and teammates walk on the tarmac on arrival at the Tijuana International Airport in Tijuana, Mexico on June 7, 2026, ahead of the FIFA 2026 World Cup 
football tournament.

 AFP

Seizure of Iranian assets for war compensation, more pressure tactic than policy

Several media outlets reported on 
Saturday that the United States is 
examining a proposal to use Iranian 
assets held abroad to compensate Per-
sian Gulf Arab states for war-related 
damages. If accurate, however, seri-
ous questions remain about how such 
a plan could be implemented. Iran 
Daily discussed the issue with Javad 

Heirannia, an interna-
tional affairs expert. 
He argues that the 
proposal faces signif-
icant legal obstacles 
and is likely only part 
of Washington’s pres-

sure campaign aimed at compelling 
Iran to accept US terms.
 
IRAN DAILY: How feasible is such a 
proposal, and what obstacles would 
Washington face in implementing it?
HEIRANNIA: Arab states and Western 
countries have already moved in this 

direction to some extent. Both a Human 
Rights Council resolution and a draft 
resolution introduced in the Security 
Council at Bahrain’s initiative raised the 
issue of compensation from Iran. How-
ever, whether such compensation can be 
legally linked to the US government is a 
different matter.
Moreover, these are Iranian funds frozen 
in foreign banks. They are not under the 
direct control of the US government, 
meaning Washington is not in a posi-
tion to authorize such a transfer. Even if 
the funds were held in American banks, 
there would still be legal complications 
in handing them over to Arab states.
Roughly $24 billion is held in foreign 
banks and remains inaccessible to Iran 
because of SWIFT-related sanctions. 
There is also approximately $7 billion 
in oil-related revenues stemming from 
Iranian oil seized by the United States 
in international waters. Even there, al-
locating those funds for this purpose 
would raise legal concerns, because the 
destination and use of those funds must be clearly defined under legal proce-
dures. Under its own legal framework, 
the US government cannot simply au-
thorize the Treasury Department to 

spend those funds in Arab countries.
In addition, Iran has stated that some 
Arab countries were part of the network 
involved in aggression against Iran. 
From a legal standpoint, that argument 
could itself call into question the com-
pensation claims raised in those resolu-
tions. Iran could even pursue claims of 
its own and seek compensation.
 
What options and tools does Iran 
have to respond? Would Tehran rely 
primarily on legal and diplomatic 
channels, or could it also resort to 
geopolitical and security leverage?
Both options are available. Iran could 
make use of its geopolitical leverage 
in the Strait of Hormuz and use it as a 
pressure point on Arab states and the 
United States to discourage them from 
pursuing such a proposal.
At the same time, Tehran could pur-
sue legal action through international 
organizations and institutions regard-
ing compensation from countries that 
played a role in the aggression. If such a 
plan were formally advanced by the US, 
Iran could also challenge it before inter-
national legal bodies.
Furthermore, if the US administration 

were to adopt such a decision, I believe 
it would seriously disrupt the negotia-
tion process and could even lead to its 
collapse.
 
To what extent would Persian Gulf 
Arab states welcome such a propos-
al?
Given the current environment, and the 
fact that these countries are seeking to 
prevent tensions from escalating, I think 
they are likely to pursue a cautious ap-
proach. At least for now, I do not believe 
they are particularly eager to press 
ahead with compensation claims, espe-cially through this specific US-backed 
mechanism.
The Arab states are making consider-able efforts to ensure that the ceasefire, 
which paved the way for negotiations, 
ultimately leads to an understanding 
and eventually a comprehensive agree-
ment. Qatar, Kuwait and Bahrain are 
entirely dependent on the Strait of Hor-
muz. Even countries such as the UAE, 
which can export oil through Fujairah, 
and Saudi Arabia, which can use its East-
West pipeline in Yanbu, remain within 
the reach of Iran and forces aligned with 
it in the region.

Any escalation could further delay the 
full reopening and normalization of traffic through the Strait of Hormuz. 
Iran has also stated that both Saudi Ara-
bia’s East-West pipeline and the UAE’s 
Fujairah port fall within the broader 
strategic framework of Hormuz-related 
security considerations. Given these re-
alities, I do not think Gulf Arab states are 
currently interested in taking steps that 
could fuel further tensions.
 
What impact could such a proposal 
have on negotiations between Tehran 
and Washington?
Such a proposal could fundamentally 
undermine the negotiations because it 
would shift them into an entirely differ-
ent phase. One of the central issues in 
the talks is the release of Iran’s frozen 
assets, along with questions regarding 
the scale of the release, how the funds 
would be spent, and whether Iran would 
retain control over their management.
At present, three sce-
narios are under discus-sion. The first is a limited fund in which 
the money would be placed under US 
management and used exclusively for 
humanitarian goods.
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Iran arrives in Mexico for World Cup 
amid US ‘malicious acts’

Iran’s national football team touched down in Mex-
ico on Sunday ahead of the 2026 FIFA World Cup 
amid what Tehran called “political interference” by 
Washington to deny visas to some members of its 
support staff.   
The tournament, jointly hosted by the United 
States, Mexico and Canada, begins on Thursday.
The Iranian squad arrived in the border city of Ti-
juana after leaving their training camp in Antalya, 
Turkey, where they had spent almost three weeks 
preparing for the event and applying for visas to 
enter Mexico, Canada and the United States.
Although Iran will play all of its Group G matches 
in the United States, the team will be based in Ti-

juana throughout the competition.
Iran said visas were not granted to 15 members of 
its support staff.
The Football Federation Islamic Republic of Iran 
(FFIRI), which its president Mehdi Taj was report-
edly among those denied visas, described the 
move as “political interference in sport in its worst 
form.”
Taj said Iran had been granted entry to the United 
States only one day before its matches.
“We do not know how far the Americans’ obstruc-
tion will go,” Taj said.
“It is truly strange that they interfere in football ad-
ministration to this extent,” he said. “We expect the 
malicious acts that have taken place to continue.”
Earlier reports had suggested visas would be is-

sued only on match days, but Taj said entry per-
mits had instead been granted from the day before each fixture.
Iran’s Ambassador To Mexico, Abolfazl Pasandideh, 
said on Saturday that the team had been informed 
it would be required under the terms of its visas 
to enter US territory on the day of its matches and 
leave afterwards.
The restriction could complicate compliance with 
FIFA regulations, which require a team’s head 
coach to hold a pre-match press conference at the 
venue ahead of each game.
Iran have been drawn in Group G and will face New 
Zealand in Los Angeles on June 15, before meeting 
Belgium on June 21. They will conclude the group 
stage against Egypt in Seattle on June 26.
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Pakistan’s interior minister was in Teh-
ran on Sunday in a fresh bid to restart 
negotiations between Iran and the US, 
delivering a message from the coun-
try’s Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif 
addressed to Leader of the Islamic 
Revolution Ayatollah Seyyed Mojtaba 
Khamenei.
The message was handed over during 
a meeting between visiting Pakistani 
Interior Minister Mohsin Naqvi and Ira-
nian Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi in 
Tehran.
The two sides exchanged viewpoints 
on the latest developments concerning 
the ongoing diplomatic efforts aimed at 
ending the US-Israeli war of aggression 
against Iran.
There were no details on the contents 
of the message. Pakistani authorities 
have said Islamabad, with support from 
regional countries including Qatar, 

Turkey and Egypt, has been working 
to help bridge differences between the 
United States and Iran and encourage 
efforts aimed at reducing tensions and 
ensuring the reopening of the Strait of 
Hormuz.
Talks between Iran and the US are at 
an impasse due to the US excessive 
demands; however, the mediator Paki-
stan is trying to revive the negotiations 
which aim to produce a memorandum 
to end the joint US-Israeli aggression 
against Iran, end a blockade on Iran’s 
ports, and secure the release of frozen 
Iranian assets.
Iranian Foreign Ministry spokesman 
Esmaeil Baqaei said on Sunday that the 
main challenge facing the negotiations is 
the shifting US positions and the contra-dictory statements issued by its officials.
"The main problem in negotiations with 
this US administration is that we have to 
constantly deal with shifting positions, 
red lines, and contradictory statements 

from various American officials. This 
issue has made the negotiation process very difficult and complicated," Baqaei 
told CNN on Sunday.
However, he said that exchange of mes-
sages between the two sides continues 
through intermediaries. 
He went on to say that while numerous 
unresolved matters remain between 
the two parties, the core issue is the 
need for the United States to recognize 
Iran's rights — especially its right to 
enrich uranium for peaceful purposes, 
as permitted under the Non-Prolifer-
ation Treaty (NPT). Baqaei emphasized 

that Tehran insists on the removal of US 
sanctions and the release of its frozen 
assets, maintaining that the ongoing re-

strictions on those assets stand out as one of the most significant unresolved 
issues in the negotiations.

Tehran receives Pakistan’s special message 

to Ayatollah Khamenei
Contradictory US positions complicate negotiations: Baqaei
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Israel bombs Beirut’s southern suburbs 

despite Iran warnings
Qalibaf: ‘Our Armed Forces are poised to strike, as always’

Seizure of Iranian ...

Israel's military on Sun-
day launched airstrikes on 
Beirut’s Dahiyeh district despite a ceasefire in place 
between the regime and 
Hezbollah resistance group, 
sparking a strong warning 
from Tehran to Tel Aviv.
According to Lebanon's 
state-run National News 
Agency (NNA), the regime’s 
strike hit a residential 
building, damaging four of its seven floors. An unex-
ploded weapon was found 
in the rubble.
Israeli Prime Minister Ben-jamin Netanyahu’s office 
said the strikes were in 
retaliation for the Hezbol-lah firing at northern Israel 
earlier, and that the attacks 
targeted “command cen-
ters” in the district which 
is seen as the resistance 
group’s stronghold.A ceasefire that was sup-posed to end the fighting 
between Israel and Hez-
bollah took effect on April 
17, but has never been fully 
respected.
Earlier this week in Wash-
ington, Lebanese and Israeli 
envoys touted a condition-
al truce that would have 
required Hezbollah to stop firing, withdraw from near 
the occupied territories and 
would see Lebanon's army 
deploy to new "pilot zones" 
in the area, where it would 
exercise exclusive control.
But Hezbollah rejected the 
agreement, demanding a 

full Israeli withdrawal from 
Lebanese territory, and Is-
rael warned it would strike 
Beirut's southern suburbs 
should Hezbollah attack 
northern Israel.
Sunday's attacks came a day after at least five peo-
ple were killed in Israeli 
strikes, including Lebanese 
army personnel, one of 
them a general.
 
Iran’s warnings
Iran had earlier warned 
that it would suspend peace 
talks with the United States 
if Israel attacks Beirut. Teh-
ran has insisted that any 
deal to end the wider war – 
paused by a separate April ceasefire – must also halt the fighting in Lebanon.
Israel earlier this month 
halted plans for attacks on 
Dahiyeh after US President 
Donald Trump reportedly 
told Netanyahu that attack-
ing Beirut would not be 
acceptable for Washington.
Trump's phone call came 

after Iran warned that it 
would target the Israeli-oc-
cupied territories if it went 
on with plans to target Da-
hiyeh.
 
‘Painful response’
Shortly after Israel’s at-
tack on Dahiyeh, Iran’s 
Khatam-al Anbiya Central 
Headquarters issued a 
statement, saying that the 
regime’s attack on Beirut 
will not go unanswered.
Iran’s Parliament Speaker 
Mohammad Baqer Qalibaf 
also reacted to the regime’s 
attack, saying that, “They 
are neither committed to a ceasefire nor believe in 
dialogue and by demon-
strating through the naval 
blockade and violation 
of agreements regarding 
Lebanon that they only un-
derstand the language of 
power”.
In a post on X, Qalibaf, 
who is also Iran’s main 
negotiator in talks with 
the US, added that, “The 

naval blockade against the 
Iranian nation and Amer-
ica’s green light today to 
the Zionist regime (to attack 

Lebanon) turn American and 
regime bases and assets in 
the region into legitimate 
targets.”
“Our Armed Forces are 
poised to strike, as always,” 
he added.
Ebrahim Rezaei, spokes-
man for the Iranian Parlia-
ment’s National Security 
Committee, also warned 
that Iran will “deliver a de-
cisive and painful response” 
to the Israeli attack on Bei-
rut’s southern suburbs.
“These rabid dogs must be 
disciplined and put back in 
their place. Look at the sky 
over the occupied lands to-
night,” he wrote on X.The conflict between Isra-
el and Hezbollah began in 
March after the Lebanese 
resistance group launched 
military operations against 
the Israeli regime in re-
sponse to its aggression 
against Iran.
The war has claimed at 
least 3,600 lives since 
March 2, according to the latest figures released by 
Lebanon's Health Ministry.

 The second is a broader fund that 

would allow Iran access to a wider 

range of goods beyond 

humanitarian items, 

while Washington would still retain 

oversight of spending. The third sce-

nario involves full release of the assets, 

with Iran exercising complete control 

over how the funds are used.

Under such circumstances, a plan to 

divert Iranian assets elsewhere would 

effectively alter the entire course of 

negotiations because the funds would 

no longer be made available to Iran in 

the first place, an issue that has become 
one of the main sticking points in the 

ongoing talks.

My personal assessment is that the re-

ports indicate that the United States is 

using it as a pressure tool to persuade 

Iran to accept American conditions in 

the broader understanding currently 

under negotiation.

 

Do you think the recent message 

from Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif 

and Pakistan’s army chief Asem Mu-

nir to Iran’s leadership is related to 

this issue?

According to reports, one of the ideas 

discussed in the proposal concerns a 

mechanism for addressing Iran’s fro-

zen assets. It appears that the initia-

tive is closer to the second scenario 

and reportedly envisions transferring 

those assets to a trusted third country 

acceptable to both Iran and the United 

States. In return for reciprocal steps by 

Washington and Tehran, portions of 

the funds would gradually be released. 

I believe this proposal has a better 

chance of success.
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Iran’s Foreign Ministry spokesman 
paid tribute to the victims of the Minab 
school massacre in southern Iran, saying 
it is just one example among hundreds of 
crimes committed by the United States 
and Israel against Iranians.
Addressing a Sunday ceremony in com-
memoration of the fallen children, Es-
maeil Baqaei said that the city of Lamerd 
in the southern Iranian province of Fars 
was targeted on the same day that Min-
ab school was bombed on February 28, 
and became a test ground for the United 
States’ newest lethal weapon, namely a 
cluster missile that would explode into 
180,000 deadly shrapnel.
The US attack on Shajare Tayyebe Ele-
mentary school in the city of Minab left 
175 students and teachers deal.  On the 
same day, the US carried out another air-
strike on a sports hall in the city of Lam-
erd in Fars Province, killing 24 innocent 
Iranians and injuring over 130 others.
“Preserving the memory of these chil-
dren is not simply a tribute to the past, 
but rather a responsibility to protect 
truth, justice, and humanity, and a cove-
nant with the future,” Baqaei stated.
He added that world nations, irrespec-
tive of all their diversity, have some 
traits in common, and this commonality 
is part of human nature.
“All nations cherish their lost children. 

Grief over the loss of a child is a protec-
tion of human nature and conscience. Children are the most innocent and first 
victims of war; whether those who fall 
victim to bullets, bombs, and missiles, 
or those whose bodies and souls suffer 
permanent wounds, or those who bear 
the heavy burden of losing their fathers, 
mothers, and loved ones for the rest of 
their lives,” Baqaei stated.
The Iranian diplomat emphasized that 
the fallen children of Minab and Lamerd, 
as well as many other minors martyred 
during the June 2025 and the recent 
40-day US-Israeli wars of aggression, 
remind everyone of their responsibility 
towards the truth.
The spokesperson emphasized that the 
attack on the Minab school and the resi-
dential area of Lamerd is a clear instance 
of a war crime, saying that Iran will uti-
lize all legal and international mecha-
nisms to prosecute the perpetrators of 
these crimes.

FM spox: Minab school carnage 

one example of US-Israel crimes 

against Iranians

Mohammad Ali Rajabi
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Pakistan’s Interior Minister Mohsin Naqvi (L) hands 

over a message from his country's Prime Minister 

Shehbaz Sharif addressed to Leader of the Islamic 

Revolution Ayatollah Seyyed Mojtaba Khamenei, 

during a meeting with Iranian Foreign Minister 

Abbas Araghchi in Tehran, Iran, on June 7, 2026.

 IRNA

 ISNA
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A Lebanese soldier stands guard 

as first responders work at the site 
of an Israeli airstrike targeting 

apartments in a residential building 
in Beirut's southern suburbs on June 

7, 2026.

 AFP
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Pezeshkian: Investment, spending discipline 

key to financial stability
‘Economic pressures result of war, sanctions and trade restrictions’

Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian 
said attracting investment was one of 
the government's key avenues for secur-ing financial resources, while stressing that managing expenditures and elimi-nating unnecessary spending must also be pursued seriously.
At a meeting of the government's Eco-nomic Coordination Council on Sunday, officials reviewed various scenarios facing the country's economy, as well as government policies and plans for deal-ing with different economic conditions. They also decided on measures aimed at preserving economic stability, protect-ing people's livelihoods and ensuring the continued supply of the country's es-sential needs, according to president.ir.
"Attracting investment is one of the im-
portant ways of securing resources, but alongside that, cost management and the elimination of unnecessary expen-ditures must also be placed seriously on the agenda," Pezeshkian said.
He added that excessive costs in exec-
utive bodies, government institutions and other sectors should be identified and reduced.Pezeshkian also stressed the need to manage energy consumption.

"Effective conservation programs in the water, electricity and fuel sectors must be implemented, and the resources generated from these savings should be used directly to improve people's liveli-hoods," he said.The country, already hit by Western sanctions over its nuclear program, faces growing external economic and maritime pressure, including US re-strictions targeting its shipping and oil trade through a naval blockade imposed since mid-April. US President Donald 
Trump imposed the sea-based embar-
go on southern Iranian ports, aiming to 
pressure Tehran into a peace agreement after a 40-day conflict that began in late February.The president also criticized some me-dia analyses and narratives about the 
country's economic situation, saying 
that under conditions of economic war, sanctions and trade restrictions, not all price developments could be attribut-ed solely to the government's perfor-mance. He added that the state broad-caster should not fuel public concern or 
portray the government's performance negatively through one-sided and un-documented analyses."Under conditions in which the govern-ment, because of national and security 

considerations, is unable to disclose certain realities, the national media also has no right to create public anxiety and 
portray the government's performance negatively through one-sided and un-documented analyses," he said.Iran's annual inflation rate rose to 53.9% in the 12 months ending in the 
second month of the current Iranian 
year, compared with the corresponding period a year earlier, the Central Bank 
of Iran (CBI) said this week. Point-to-point inflation, which measures chang-
es in consumer prices compared with the same month a year earlier, stood at 77.2%, the CBI said.Referring to what he called “inaccurate 
and unfair media narratives” about the causes of rising inflation, Pezeshkian 
said, "At a time when the country's econ-omy is directly affected by the US and Zi-
onist regime's imposed war against Iran, the constraints resulting from economic sanctions and trade pressures, including the naval blockade, not all price devel-opments can be attributed solely to the government's performance.""Despite the losses and economic pres-sures resulting from these conditions, the government has mobilized the coun-
try's executive capacities to minimize 
the severe consequences of this eco-

nomic and security war. Nevertheless, 
some narratives create the impression 
that none of these factors exist and that all problems stem solely from the gov-ernment's performance," he said."Under the current circumstances, man-
aging the country's economy requires responsible decision-making, honest dialogue with the people and avoiding promises that cannot be fulfilled."

The president also emphasized that sup-porting household livelihoods remained the government's strategic priority."People's livelihoods are a fundamental and non-negotiable principle for me. The government is obliged to use all available capacities to strengthen peo-ple's purchasing power and reduce eco-
nomic pressure on different segments of society," he said.

Tehran stocks hit record closing high 

as benchmark jumps 2.3%

Tehran's benchmark stock in-dex rose more than 101,000 points, or 2.3%, on Sunday to close at a record 4.493 million points, according to IRNA.Although the index had pre-viously touched the 4.5 mil-lion level on January 13 and 19, it had never ended a trad-
ing session above the current level.
The market was supported 
by stronger buying interest 
from the start of trading, while the reopening of PAR-SAN and KALA shares with-out daily price fluctuation limits further reinforced the upward trend. The bench-mark is now only a few thou-
sand points away from en-

tering the 4.5-million-point range.The equal-weight index, which reflects the perfor-
mance of companies regard-less of size, also climbed 2.58% to a record 1.203 mil-lion points, indicating that the rally was not limited to large-cap stocks and that small- and mid-sized compa-nies also played a significant role in the advance.About 95% of listed stocks closed higher during the session, while 5.421 trillion 
tomans (about $30.3 million) of retail investor money flowed into equity trading, signaling 
continued investor appetite for the stock market.The value of Sunday's trading exceeded 200 trillion tomans (about $1.12 billion), while the to-

tal market capitalization of the Tehran Stock Exchange (TSE) stood at more than 13.3 quadrillion tomans (about $74.3 billion).At the same time, 1.482 trillion tomans (about $8.3 mil-lion) of retail investor funds flowed out of fixed-income funds, while gold and silver funds attracted 222 billion 
tomans (about $1.24 million) and 128 billion tomans (about $715,000), respectively, in retail inflows.
The gains came after months 
during which the Tehran Stock Exchange faced heavy 
pressure from wartime con-ditions, political uncertainty and a prolonged trading halt, 
prompting many market par-
ticipants to adopt a cautious outlook.Trading on the TSE resumed 
after an 80-day suspension on May 19, with Iranian eq-
uities ending the session 
stronger than expected and showing early signs of stabil-ity following the prolonged halt caused by the war.
The stock market had been closed since February 28 fol-lowing US and Israeli attacks 
on Iran and the outbreak of war.

Iran lagging in coal power use despite  

vast reserves: Mining official

Iran has substantial coal re-serves but generates almost no electricity from the fossil fuel, a senior mining official said on Sunday, even as global coal power output is projected to grow 10% by 2040.Mohammad Masoud Samie-inejad, head of the Iranian 
Mines and Mining Industries Development and Renovation Organization, said Iran’s coal resources are largely metal-lurgical in nature and are pri-marily used in steel production rather than power generation.“Iran has a notable geological position in coal, but this ca-pacity has not yet been fully exploited,” Samieinejad told ISNA. “Iran's share of electric-ity generation from coal is al-most zero.”According to Samieinejad, proven coal reserves stand at about 1.4 billion tons, with probable reserves of 14 billion tons. Annual coal extraction currently reaches 3.5 million 
tons, which is processed into 1.7 million tons of concentrate – nearly all consumed by the domestic steel industry.Globally, coal remains a major power source. Citing the Inter-national Energy Agency (IEA), the official noted that coal-

fired generation is expected to rise from 9.41 trillion kilo-watt-hours in 2015 to 10.39 trillion kWh by 2040 – a 10% increase. China and India, the world's top coal consumers, are projected to use 4.34 bil-lion and 1.22 billion tons re-spectively in 2025."The International Energy 
Agency (IPCC) states that to limit global warming to two degrees or less, coal use without car-
bon capture and storage must be rapidly reduced," he said. The World Bank and WHO have also highlighted the health and economic advantages of clean-er energy alternatives, the dep-
uty minister of industry, mine and trade added.He said the country plans to develop its coal sector on a smaller scale. Under the coun-

try's Seventh Development Plan, Samieinejad said coal concentrate output should reach 2 million tons, and met-allurgical coke capacity 2.1 mil-lion tons by the plan's end.
"Productivity increases, mech-
anization, and mine safety 
enhancement are among the 
most important strategies for 
this sector," he said, adding that reviving idle mines and moving away from traditional mining methods are also pri-orities.Iran’s total installed power 
generation capacity exceeds 100,000 megawatts, with ther-mal power plants accounting for the majority of output. Hy-dropower, renewables such as wind and solar, and nuclear en-ergy make up smaller shares of the mix.
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Ministers back digital push to boost tourism, rural prosperity

Iran's telecommunications and cul-tural heritage ministers agreed to expand joint cooperation to devel-
op communication infrastructure and digital services, aiming to boost tourism, strengthen local economies 

and create new employment oppor-tunities in rural areas.The agreement came during a joint 
meeting between Communications and Information Technology (ICT) Minister Sattar Hashemi and Cul-tural Heritage, Tourism and Hand-icrafts Minister Reza Salehi-Amiri, along with their deputies, IRNA re-ported."A unified and centralized design is needed for the development of 
data-driven governance," Hashemi 
said, stressing the need to avoid 

fragmented, "isolated" actions in the technology sector.The ICT minister also announced 
that the number of the country's Internet exchange centers would increase from one to three, located 
in different parts of the country, "so that services to the people can con-
tinue without interruption even in critical situations."
During the meeting, deputies from the telecommunications ministry 
presented a report on measures taken in areas related to cultural 

heritage, tourism and handicrafts, as well as the development of rural communications. These measures include establishing stable connec-
tivity at 50 tourist sites, providing 
communications for tourism-tar-geted villages, digitalizing cultural 
heritage processes, and readiness to create a national dashboard.The deputies also put forward pro-posals for expanding joint cooper-ation and resolving issues related to communication development in tourist areas.

Economy Desk

President Masoud Pezeshkian heads a meeting of the government's Economic Coordination Council in 
Tehran on June 7, 2026.

  president.ir.

 IRNA

ICT Minister Sattar Hashemi (L) and Cultural Heritage, 

Tourism and Handicrafts Minister Reza Salehi-Amiri 

attend a meeting in Tehran on June 7, 2026.

 IRNA
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Turquoise Exports Trail Historical Legacy

IRAN DAILY: Please first eluci-
date the situation of Persian 
turquoise, Iran’s standing in 
this precious stone globally, 
and the status of its production 
in the country.
MEDALYAN: Turquoise is the first jewel and gemstone pro-
cessed in Iran, and its processing 
possesses a history of approxi-mately 5,700 years. It can be des-ignated as the first national jew-el. Of course, we possess another national jewel as well, named de-mantoid garnet, which has been 
extracted in Iran for several years now, which constitutes one of the rarest and finest garnet varieties in the world, extracted from a specific place in Kerman, and, idiomatically speaking, it is top-grade in terms of global pricing.
Nevertheless, unfortunately, a 
cohesive and organized perspec-tive toward jewels and precious 
stones does not exist in our coun-try, and we do not derive appro-priate economic benefit from this sector. Regarding turquoise, 
I shall state that this stone, due to its considerable antiquity, has 
secured its position internation-ally, and the entire world displays favor toward Persian turquoise; 
it is thoroughly recognized in the global market, and, in terms of mineral type and stone dura-bility, it ranks among the finest turquoises worldwide.
What is our volume of produc-
tion, and in which regions of 
Iran is it produced?The majority of the product ex-tracted from turquoise mines, af-
ter extraction, is processed and supplied. The greatest produc-tion of turquoise in Iran belongs 
to the northeastern province of Khorasan Razavi and the cities of Mashhad and Neyshabur, which 
also possess the highest share in the domain of turquoise process-ing and carving.The city of Neyshabur has histor-ically been our largest producer of turquoise. For several years now, the city of Babak in the southern province of Kerman, owing to the Babak turquoise mine, has also ranked among the major producers of turquoise in the country. The cities of Mash-had and Neyshabur annually sup-ply at least 1.5 to 2 metric tons of carved turquoise. In total, the 

production of carved turquoise in the country exceeds 2 metric tons per year. Approximately 75% of the turquoise market currently belongs to Mashhad and Neyshabur.
For which purposes are tur-
quoise employed, and to which 
locations is it exported?
Naturally, the utilization of tur-
quoise as a ring stone possesses the greatest application and mar-ket share; additionally, it serves as a pendant for necklaces and 
also features in various handi-crafts.After three to four years, through collaboration with the Parlia-mentary Commission of the Ar-ticle 90 of the Constitution, we 
succeeded in persuading the Central Bank to delegate author-ity from the Ministry of Industry, Mine, and Trade and the Central Bank for turquoise pricing to oc-cur within Mashhad itself.Official turquoise exports cur-rently flow predominantly to Indonesia. Turkey constitutes another one of our major export markets for turquoise, and this Iranian product is exported from Turkey, as the gateway to Europe, to other European countries. The Persian Gulf states and the Unit-ed States itself — which ranks among the largest turquoise pro-ducers globally — also receive Persian turquoise. Likewise, Chi-na processes a portion of our raw turquoise and exports it. Thus, 

Turkey and European countries, along with the countries of East and Southeast Asia, are major consumers of Persian turquoise.
What is the reason for this de-
gree of popularity and demand 
for turquoise in Indonesia?
In the years prior to and at the beginning of the Revolution, our turquoise was sent to Saudi Ara-bia, and that country was consid-ered one of our major markets. Indonesians, when they came for pilgrimage to Saudi Arabia, pur-
chased this stone there, and our merchants realized that Indonesia could be a highly promising target market. In Indonesia, turquoise 
is regarded as a stone of victory, triumph, and luck; they carry it with themselves, and thus it has become established within their culture. We dispatch these stones as commodity shipments, some-times in consignments of 100 to 250 kilograms, to this country.
Is turquoise unofficially ex-
ported as well?The market for stones and jewels globally operates through pas-
sengers and does not proceed via formal exports because the volume of turquoise and other 

jewels is not sufficiently large to necessitate a container or similar means. An entire 250-kilogram consignment of turquoise occu-
pies a space equivalent to that of a single seat on an aircraft; there-fore, it can easily be exported in various unofficial manners.Our unofficial exports flow most-ly to the Persian Gulf states and Turkey; consequently, our official exports amount to 500 to 700 ki-lograms annually, while unofficial exports can reach double this figure, destined for Turkey, Iraq, and the Persian Gulf states.
What is the profitability capac-
ity of the turquoise industry, 
and which countries possess 
the largest share of this mar-
ket?Currently, a single gram of an ex-port consignment of turquoise is valued at a minimum of 40,000–50,000 Iranian tomans ($0.2–$0.28), but we also possess turquoises priced at 40 to 50 million tomans ($228–$285) per gram. Thus, gem-
stones such as turquoise present a highly lucrative market in terms of foreign currency generation.The turnover — or financial cir-culation — of gemstones globally exceeds $2,000 billion annually, of which we hold a very insignifi-cant share. At present, the United States possesses a very substan-
tial production and share of the global turquoise market because it operates more than 30 large turquoise mines, most of which are located in the state of Arizo-na.Nevertheless, the finest tur-quoise in the world belongs to Iran; Persian turquoise is excep-tionally dense, whereas their tur-quoises are friable. On the other 
hand, our turquoises are very amenable to carving, and their 
processing and carving are also of superior quality.Our most significant competitor in the global market, in terms 
of stone quality and production, is the country of Egypt, whose 
product is the turquoise of the Sinai Desert. Likewise, China’s Tibetan turquoise represents an-

other competitor, and the United States itself is also among our major rivals in the market; how-ever, that country’s turquoise is largely commercial and does not attain the quality of Iran’s tur-quoises.In the global market, the major market share is not held by Iran, but in Indonesia, the market is al-most entirely controlled by Iran, because they possess a particular fervor and affection for Persian turquoise. Commercially speak-ing, however, American turquoise is a recognized turquoise world-wide. Yet none of them, in terms of material and carving quality, compare to Persian turquoise.
Currently, a certain category of 
turquoise exists in the market 
under the designation “Chi-
nese turquoise,” which is re-
puted to be fake and counter-
feit. Could you provide some 
explanation?
This issue of authenticity versus counterfeit exists across all jew-els. When a market develops for a gemstone such as turquoise, it is certainly profitable, and Chi-na seeks to produce a similar or 
synthetic version and supply it to the market. This is entirely nat-ural. This phenomenon has also occurred with diamonds and cer-tain other jewels; their synthetic versions have been manufac-tured in such a manner that only 

Persian turquoise yet to secure its genuine 
share of global market: Businessman

Various pendants and rings made from 

Persian turquoise from a mine in the city of 

Neyshabur (Nishapur), northeastern Iran, is 

seen in a jewelry store in Iran.
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The gate to Neyshabur (Nishapur) Turquoise 

Mine in Iran’s northeastern province, 

Khorasan Razavi
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Unofficial exports double official exports 

By Sadeq Dehqan
Staff writer

I N T E R V I E W

Turquoise, that azure and ancient gemstone, has for centuries 
upheld the name of Iran — and its city of Neyshabur (Nishapur), in 
particular — within the global markets of precious stones. A stone 
not only renowned for its unique beauty and quality but also con-
stituting a portion of Iran’s historical and cultural identity. From 
archaeological artifacts dating back several millennia to contem-

porary ornaments, traces of Persian turquoise always appears throughout the history and art of this 
land.
Whereas the global gemstone market experiences a financial turnover of several trillion dollars, many 
experts contend that Iran’s capacities in the domain of turquoise and other precious stones have not 
yet been fully exploited. On the other hand, despite the fact that Neyshabur turquoise continues to be 
recognized as one of the highest-quality and most renowned turquoises worldwide, Iran’s share of the 
global market for this product does not correspond to its historical standing and quality.
Furthermore, the expansion of export markets in the countries of Southeast Asia, Turkey, Iraq, and the 
Persian Gulf states has placed novel opportunities before the players of this industry. Among these, 
matters such as official and unofficial exports, the development of ancillary industries like ring-mak-
ing and handcrafted jewelry, the counteraction against counterfeit pieces, and also the amendment of 
export regulations constitute the most significant challenges and demands of the players in this field.
To examine the position of Persian turquoise in global markets, the state of production and exporta-
tion, international competitors, foreign exchange earning capacities, and the obstacles hindering the 
development of this industry, Iran Daily has engaged in an exclusive dialogue with Majid Medalyan, 
the head of the Union of Turquoise and Gemstones of Khorasan Razavi Province, the full text of which 
you shall read below:

The finest turquoise 
in the world 
belongs to Iran; 
Persian turquoise 
is exceptionally 
dense, whereas 
their turquoises are 
friable. On the other 
hand, our turquoises 
are very amenable 
to carving, and their 
processing and 
carving are also of 
superior quality. 
Commercially 
speaking, however, 
American turquoise 
is a recognized 
turquoise 
worldwide. Yet none 
of them, in terms of 
material and carving 
quality, compare to 
Persian turquoise.

Persian turquoise from 

the Kerman Mine (without 

stabilisation)

  amitisart.net
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What follows is an edited 
AI-generated summary of an in-
terdisciplinary article, written 
by Kaluash Zhetpisbayeva of 
the Al-Farabi Kazakh National 
University in Almaty and Bayan 
Jubatova and published in the 
Journal of Oriental Studies in 
June 2021.
The paper examines how tur-
quoise functions as both a min-
eral and a cultural symbol in 
Iranian culture, using extralin-
guistic evidence from mytholo-
gy, religion, folklore, linguistics, 
and Persian literature. The pa-
per does not report an empirical 
sample or statistical analysis; 
instead, it synthesizes textual 
and cultural sources to argue 
that turquoise’s physical proper-
ties, especially its blue color and 
perceived “living” qualities, un-
derpin its symbolic associations 
with water, victory, protection, 
health, beauty, generosity, luxury, 
and the soul. The broader signif-
icance is that turquoise operates 
as a key cultural sign through 
which Iranian beliefs, aesthetics, 
and religious practices are ex-
pressed and transmitted.

Key findings
• Turquoise is repeatedly framed 
as a multi-symbolic cultural ob-
ject in Iranian tradition, associat-
ed with victory, protection from malefice, health, abundance, 
beauty, generosity, luxury, and 
the soul rather than as merely a 
decorative stone.
• The blue color of turquoise is 
central to its symbolism because 
it is linked to water, life, rain, and the mythic figure Tishtar. This 
association explains why blue 
became culturally sacred in Ira-
nian thought.
• Religious discourse elevated 
turquoise’s status: narrations 
attributed to the Prophet and 

Imams describe turquoise rings as beneficial for prayer, poverty 
relief, fertility, and problem-solv-
ing, reinforcing its sacred reputa-
tion.
• Persian poets used turquoise 
extensively as a literary meta-
phor, with the stone appearing as 
a symbol of the sky, eyes, beau-
ty, royal splendor, and the tran-
sience of life. The article states that variants of “piruze”/”firuze” 
(meaning turquoise in Persian) appear 
70 times in works of Ferdow-
si, 60 times in works of Nizami 
Ganjavi, and 50 times in works 
of Jami.
For example, Ferdowsi recounts 
Qaren’s description of Nowzar, 
the ninth Shah of the Pishdadian 
dynasty of Persia, as such:

بھ دستوری شاه پیروزه تخت/
بتازم پس ترک شوریده بخت

With the command of the king on 
turquoise throne /
I will attack the unfortunate 
Turks …
As yet another example, the great 
Persian poet Saadi tries to show 
the girl’s natural beauty by com-
paring it with a turquoise stone, 

which is recognized as a symbol 
of beauty:

 انگشت خوبروی و بناگوش دلفریب/
بی گوشوار و خاتم فیروزه شاھد است

Beautiful fingers and delicate lobe 
of ear /
Can be a witness (of beauty) without 
turquoise earrings and rings ...
• Turquoise’s material properties 
support its cultural metaphors: 
its color variability, use in jewel-
ry, and tendency to change color 
were interpreted as signs of life, 
death, and renewal, making it a 
particularly rich symbolic object.
• The stone retained high value 
in Iran due to quality and avail-ability, with Nishapur identified 
as a major source of highly val-
ued varieties such as “Abu Ishaq” 
or “Soleimani,” contributing to its 
prestige in both domestic and ex-
ternal trade.

Objectives
The study aimed to determine 
the symbolic meaning of tur-
quoise in Iranian culture by cor-
relating its physical properties, 
structure, and functional uses as 
a natural mineral with its cultur-

al value for Iranians. The authors 
explicitly address a gap in Iranian 
studies, arguing that turquoise has not been sufficiently stud-
ied as a cultural phenomenon 
through extralinguistic materials. 
The central research question 
is how turquoise acquired and maintains its symbolic signifi-
cance across Iranian religious, 
literary, mythological, and every-
day contexts.

Methods
The paper uses an interdisciplin-
ary qualitative approach at the 
intersection of mineralogy, my-
thology, cultural studies, folklore, linguistics, religion, Sufism, liter-
ature, and art. The main analyt-
ical methods are linguo-cultural 
analysis, etymological analysis, 
and interpretation. The evidence 
base consists of extralinguistic 
materials, including historical 
references, religious narrations, 
Persian poetic texts, scholarly 
works, and cultural descriptions 
of turquoise in architecture, jew-
elry, and medicine. No original 
participant sample, experiment, 

or numerical dataset is reported.

Results
The article argues that tur-
quoise’s symbolism emerged 
from the interaction of material 
properties and cultural interpre-
tation. Its blue color became as-
sociated with water and life, es-
pecially through the mythological figure Tishtar, a protector of rain 
and abundance. The authors also 
show that turquoise was embed-
ded in religious practices: nar-
rations claim it helps eyesight, 
eases hardship, prevents poverty, 
and supports prayer, while one 
narration says it was a gift from 
Gabriel to the Prophet (PBUH) and 
then to Imam Ali (PBUH).
In literature, turquoise is used 
as a metaphor for the sky, eyes, 
beauty, natural landscapes, roy-
al power, and the brevity of life; 
it also appears in descriptions 
of cups, thrones, crowns, rings, 
and palace decoration. The pa-
per further notes that turquoise 
was historically prized in Iran 
and that Persian sources recog-
nized Nishapur turquoise as es-
pecially valuable. No null results or formal significance testing are 
presented.

Conclusions
The authors conclude that tur-
quoise has a deeply rooted sym-
bolic role in Iranian culture and 
that its value extends far beyond 
its mineral composition. They 
interpret the stone as a cultural 
phenomenon whose physical 
beauty, sacred associations, and 
literary representations have 
shaped Iranian beliefs about 
water, victory, protection, abun-
dance, and nobility. The paper 
suggests that these meanings continue to influence modern 
Iranian cultural identity and that the stone’s symbolism is reflect-
ed across culture, crafts, religion, 
and poetry.

specialized instruments can dis-
tinguish synthetic from natural.
To identify counterfeit jewels from 
authentic ones, we have estab-
lished, within the union, a diag-
nostic commission in collaboration 
with two laboratories in Mashhad, 
thereby preventing abuse. Within 
this commission, the union’s stone identification experts distinguish, 
idiomatically speaking, the Amer-
ican, Neyshaburi, Damghani, and 
Kermani types. Subsequently, re-
garding whether they have been 
dyed or remain undyed, we send 
these specimens to a laboratory, 
where they are diagnosed, and for 
each natural turquoise, we issue a certificate.
Can a counterfeit turquoise be 
distinguished from an authen-
tic one by visual inspection 
alone, without instruments?
Yes. Certain criteria exist for rec-
ognizing stones, their mineral 
types, and the intrinsic nature of 
stones. For instance, 100% of the 
turquoises currently produced 
in Neyshabur are entirely dis-
tinguishable in terms of shape, 
color, texture, and material. How-
ever, some turquoises possess an 
intrinsic nature similar to other 
turquoises; this category consti-
tutes approximately 10% of tur-
quoises, and within this segment, 
our turquoise may resemble 
American turquoise. For those 
turquoises whose provenance 
is indeterminate, we perform a 
diagnosis regarding authenticity 
or counterfeitness, but no certif-
icate is issued for them, lest, for 

example, an American turquoise 
be traded under the name of Per-
sian turquoise in the market.

What recommendations do you 
offer for the advancement of 
this industry and the augmen-
tation of its revenue generation?Precious stones, and specifically 
turquoise, possess a very favor-
able market. We have submit-
ted a proposal to the Ministry 
of Tourism and Handicrafts to 
permit exports through airport 
departure points and allow trav-
elers to carry up to 10 kilograms. 
Currently, a traveler is not per-mitted to export more than five 
or six rings. A portion of this pro-
hibition arises from restrictions 
concerning the export of metals 
such as gold and silver.
Typically, turquoise is set in sil-
ver as a gemstone, resulting in 
products such as rings or pen-
dants; however, due to restric-
tions on the export of silver and 
gold metals, the export of large 
quantities is not permitted. 
Therefore, we have proposed 
that they allow up to 10 kilo-
grams to be exported via travel-
ers and air freight because the 
foreign currency earning capac-
ity of stones materializes when 
they are exported, idiomatically 
speaking, mounted upon silver 
and other metals. Precious met-
als, in combination with gem-
stones, generate added value. 
Metals further accentuate the 
beauty of gemstones. They in-
crease the added value of a gem-
stone by a minimum of 25%. For 

example, a stone priced at 5 mil-
lion tomans ($28), when mounted 
on silver, experiences at mini-
mum a 25% increase in its price.
We possess a highly favorable 
market for these rings and gem-
stones in Turkey and Iraq be-
cause Iran’s manual ring-making 
industry is unparalleled globally, 
and we hold the foremost rank 
in this domain. Within Mash-
had alone, there exist upward 
of 2,000 individual workshops 
engaged in ring production, each 
employing at least 4 or 5 individ-
uals, and we enjoy a very robust 

market in this field in Iraq, the 
Persian Gulf states, Turkey, and 
other parts of the world. Our 
manual ring-making faces no ri-
val globally.
A portion of the effort related 
to our proposal has progressed 
thus far, and it is scheduled for 
approval by the cabinet. Should it be finalized, substantial foreign 
currency earnings will accrue to 
the country. Currently, countries 
such as Turkey, Thailand, China, 
Hong Kong, and others impose 
no restrictions on the export of finished silverware because that 

foreign currency and revenue re-
turn to their countries and to the 
income of their citizens.

So, what is the impediment 
regarding Iran’s export of 
products manufactured with 
turquoise?
Unfortunately, the regulations 
pertaining to silver and gold are 
identical within the Central Bank. 
Gold is a strategic metal for the 
entire world; therefore, the reg-
ulations for gold, its importation, 
and its exportation must remain 
under governmental control. 

Silver, however, is not such. Cur-
rently, one gram of silver is val-
ued at approximately 450,000 
tomans ($2.5), whereas one gram 
of 18-karat gold is valued at 18 
million tomans ($102) — that is, 
roughly over 400 times higher. 
Nevertheless, stringent regula-
tions concerning the entry and 
exit of gold in our country are 
applied also to silver.
Hence, the regulations on silver 
must be revised, and their entry 
and exit from the country must 
be facilitated. Throughout the 
entire world, the entry and exit 
of silver metal are free; its entry 
and exit resemble that of copper 
or zinc metal. Therefore, silver is 
not a strategic commodity toward 
which governments need to be 
sensitive. On the other hand, in a 
single silver ring, for example, 10 
grams of silver are utilized, the 
value of that silver amounting to 
4.5 million tomans ($25).
Yet the artistry of Iran’s silver en-
gravers generates an added value 
of 5 to 6 times that amount upon 
this ring, dramatically elevating the 
price of the silver employed there-
in. We possess reputable brands in 
the domain of ring production and 
manufacturing in Iran. By facilitat-
ing exports through passengers, 
we can contribute both to employ-
ment and to the country’s revenue 
generation.

A rough turquoise stone found in Nishapur 

(Neyshabur), northeastern Iran.
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Symbolic meaning of turquoise in Iranian culture
S U M M A R Y

The article argues 
that turquoise’s 
symbolism 
emerged from 
the interaction of 
material properties 
and cultural 
interpretation. Its 
blue color became 
associated with 
water and life, 
especially through 
the mythological 
figure Tishtar, a 
protector of rain 
and abundance. 
The authors also 
show that turquoise 
was embedded in 
religious practices.

Rakhsh, the red chestnut 

stallion who is covered with 

an exceptionally ornate bright 
turquoise green and ultramarine 

blue saddle, gallops among the 
horses of Shah Afrasiyab after 
his rider, Rustam, fought the div 

[demon] Akvan in this 16th century 
folio from Book of Kings auctioned 

in London, the UK.

  SOTHEBY’S
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Nokhodi wins 86kg freestyle gold,  

Rahmani bags bronze

Iran edged by Brazil in pre-VNL warm-up

Iranians cap off with 20 medals

Iranian freestyle wres-
tler Mohammad Nokhodi 
looked comfortable in his 
new weight class, claiming 
the gold medal in the 86kg 
event at the Ulaanbaatar 
Open on Saturday.Nokhodi, a five-time world 
medalist, including three 
silver medals, opened his 
campaign with a 10-0 vic-
tory over Mongolia’s Byam-
badorj Bat Erdene. He fol-
lowed that with another 
superiority win against 
India’s Aryan Aryan before 
defeating Kyrgyzstan’s Ma-

lik Shavaev 10-5 in an en-tertaining semifinal.
The Iranian was then award-
ed the gold medal after Bul-
garia’s reigning Olympic 
champion Magomed Ra-
mazanov – best known to 
Iranian fans for his victory 
over Hassan Yazdani in the Paris 2024 final – withdrew 
from the championship bout 
due to injury.
The title marked Nokhodi’s 
second Ranking Series gold 
medal of the year, following 
his triumph at February’s 
Muhamet Malo Tourna-
ment in Tirana.
Ramazanov, meanwhile, 

still enjoyed an impressive 
return to competition after 
more than a year on the 
sidelines, outscoring his 
opponents 23-2 on his way to the final.
Elsewhere on the opening 
day of the freestyle competi-
tion, Iran’s Abolfazl Rahma-
ni claimed a bronze medal 
in the 92kg division in only 
his second international ap-
pearance at the class.
The former Asian 86kg 
champion lost his opening 
bout to two-time world 
bronze medalist Azamat 
Dauletbekov of Kazakhstan 
on criteria after a 4-4 tie, 

but bounced back to defeat 
Dauletbekov’s compatriot 
Bekzat Amangali 8-6 in the 
repechage before beating 
India’s Kumar Punit 4-0 in 
the bronze-medal match.
Saturday’s results followed 
a strong Greco-Roman cam-
paign for the Iranian squad 
in the Mongolian capital.
Payam Ahmadi (55kg), Ali 
Ahmadi-Vafa (60kg) and Da-
nial Sohrabi (72kg) won gold 
medals in their respective 
weight classes, while Sohra-
bi’s victory over compatriot 
Mohammad-Javad Rezaei in the final secured him a 
place on Iran’s team for Oc-

tober’s World Champion-
ships in Astana, Kazakhstan.
Mohammad-Mahdi Kesht-
kar (63kg) also booked his 

ticket to the World Cham-
pionships despite forfeiting his final bout with a groin 
injury, thanks to a 6-2 vic-

tory over Asian silver med-
alist Erfan Jarkani in an 
all-Iranian second-round 
contest.

Iran surrendered a two-set 
lead to suffer a 3-2 defeat 
against Brazil in a warm-
up friendly in Brasí� lia 
ahead of the upcoming 
Volleyball Nations League 
(VNL).
Italian head coach Rober-
to Piazza’s men won the 
opening two sets 36-34 
and 25-23, but the South 
American powerhouse ral-
lied to take the next three, 
25-23, 25-21 and 28-26.
The two sides will square 
off again on the opening 
day of the VNL preliminary 
phase in the Brazilian cap-
ital on Wednesday.
Despite the defeat, Pi-
azza was pleased with 
his team’s performance 
against one of the sport’s 
global heavyweights.
“We agreed beforehand 
that the match would be 
played over five 25-point 
sets, and both teams used 
different lineups through-

out the match,” Piazza said.
“I was a little disappoint-
ed with the fourth set be-
cause it was the only set 
that Brazil won by a wide 
margin. On the other hand, 
I’m pleased because we 
managed to play a normal 
level of volleyball against 
Brazil.
“Brazil is a very good 
team. We know they are 
ranked higher than us in 

the world rankings. But 
we can improve – we can 
improve a lot.
“Right now, I feel good 
about where we are, but 
from tomorrow onward, 
we must focus entirely 
on the Volleyball Nations 
League,” added the Italian.
A demanding opening 
week awaits Piazza’s men, 
who will face Bulgaria on 
Thursday before taking 

on Argentina and Belgium 
later at the Nilson Nelson 
Gymnasium.
Iran will then travel to 
Orléans, France, for the 
second week of compe-
tition, beginning with a 
blockbuster clash against 
host nation and reign-
ing Olympic champion 
France at the CO’Met Are-
na on June 24, followed 
by matches against the 
United States, Japan and 
Cuba.
The third and final week of 
the preliminary phase will 
see Iran take on Ukraine in 
Belgrade on July 15 before 
further encounters with 
Germany, Slovenia and 
Türkiye.
The top eight teams in the 
18-team standings will 
advance to the VNL Finals, 
which will begin with the quarterfinals in Ningbo 
Beilun, China, on July 29. 
China has already secured 
a place in the Finals as 
host nation.

Iran enjoyed a successful campaign at the 
Asian Canoe Sprint Junior & U23 Champi-onships, finishing with 20 medals, including 
four golds, across various categories in Turk-
istan, Kazakhstan.
The Iranian contingent also collected six sil-
ver and 10 bronze medals during the four-
day competition.On the final day of the championships, Iran add-
ed two gold medals through Shahla Behrouzirad 
and Eslam Jahedi in the paracanoe events.
Behrouzirad struck gold in the women’s KL3 500m final, clocking 2:27.460 to finish ahead 
of Uzbekistan’s Mirzaeva Shakhnoza.
Jahedi also topped the podium in the men’s 
VL2 500m event, posting a winning time of 2:45.022.
Meanwhile, Iran narrowly missed out on an-
other medal, as its men’s U23 K4 500m crew 
of Abbas Hosseini, Amirreza Barzegar, Abol-
fazl Jannati and Amirreza Oladian finished fourth in 1:31.066.
Uzbekistan claimed gold in the event, with 
Kazakhstan and Singapore taking silver and 
bronze respectively.

Iran’s Elaheh Poursaleh lamented 
her team’s failure to follow the 
coaching staff’s instructions after 
an opening-day defeat to Indone-
sia at the AVC Women’s Nations 
Cup in Candon, Philippines, on 
Saturday.The prolific opposite scored a joint 
match-high 20 points but could not 
prevent Iran, which arrived at the 
tournament fresh from winning last 
week’s CAVA Championship title, 
from slipping to a 3-1 defeat (25-15, 

21-25, 25-21, 25-22) in Pool B.
“It was a bitter loss. It wasn’t our 
day,” Poursaleh said after the 
match.
“For much of the match, we failed 
to do what we were asked to do 
by the coaching staff.
“We’ll have to make up for this 
defeat in the next matches, and 

that’s exactly what we’re deter-
mined to do.”
Iran will return to action at Can-
don City Arena against Kazakh-
stan on Sunday in a repeat of the 
two meetings between the sides 
at the CAVA Championship in Kathmandu, including the final, 
both of which Iran won.
“We recently beat Kazakhstan 
twice, but we still have to remain 
fully focused against them. I just 
hope we can finish in the top two 
of the group and reach the semi-finals,” added the 23-year-old.
Iran head coach Lee Do-hee, 
meanwhile, attributed the defeat 
to her players being “under a lot 
of stress throughout the match.”
“Because of that stress, they were 
unable to move freely and show 
their true capabilities. We need 
to overcome this issue. The larg-
er the venue, the more nervous 
the players seem to become, and 
this is something that requires 
more work to address,” said the 
South Korean.
“Throughout the match, I kept 
reminding them that it was just 
a match and that they shouldn’t 

be nervous, but we were unable 
to change the situation.
“It’s really unfortunate that we 
lost today. It was a match we ab-
solutely should have won, but we 
let the result slip away and put ourselves in a difficult position. 
Now we must win our remaining 
matches.”
Iran captain Shabnam Alikhani 
echoed her coach’s assessment.
“The result was very important 
for us, and that created a great 
deal of psychological pressure 
on the players. I don’t think we 
were prepared to deal with that 
challenge,” she said.
The veteran setter neverthe-
less urged her teammates to 
bounce back and show their “true 
strength” as they pursue their “am-
bitious goal” at the tournament.
“Right now, we are not in a good 
place mentally, but we will try to regain our confidence and im-
prove the team’s psychological 
state so that we are ready for the 
upcoming matches,” she said.
“We must win all of our remain-
ing preliminary-round matches to advance to the semifinals as 

the second-placed team in the 
group. It will be a very difficult 
task, but we are here with a very 
important and ambitious goal. 
I hope we can compete at full 
strength in the upcoming match-
es and once again show the true 
power of the Iranian team, just as 
we did in Nepal.”
Iran will follow the Kazakhstan 
match with an encounter against 
Lebanon on Tuesday before tak-
ing on defending champion Viet-
nam on Thursday.On the final day of the prelimi-nary phase, Iran, which finished 
sixth in the previous edition, will 
face Hong Kong on Friday.
Elsewhere on the opening day of 
the tournament, Vietnam began 
its title defense with a comfort-
able straight-sets victory over 
Lebanon, while Kazakhstan came 
from behind to defeat Hong Kong 
in four sets.
In Pool A, the Philippines made a 
winning start on home soil with a 
straight-sets victory over Uzbeki-
stan, with South Korea defeating 
Kyrgyzstan by the same score lat-
er on Saturday.

Iran’s Poursaleh rues failure to execute 
game plan after ‘bitter’ opener

AVC Women’s Nations Cup:

Ulaanbaatar Open Ranking Series:

Asian Canoe Sprint Junior & U23 Championships:
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Iranian opposite Elaheh Poursaleh (18) hits 

a spike during a 3-1 loss to Indonesia at 

the AVC Women’s Nations Cup in Candon, 

Philippines, on June 6, 2026.

 FIVB

Iranian freestyle wrestler Mohammad Nokhodi is seen in action against India’s Aryan Aryan in an 86kg bout at 

the Ulaanbaatar Open in Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia, on June 6, 2026.

 IAWFIR

Iranian players celebrate a point during a 3-2 defeat against Brazil 

in friendly in Brasilia, Brazil, on June 6, 2026.

 volleyball.ir

Iran’s Shahla Behrouzirad won the gold 

medal in the women’s KL3 500m event 

at the Asian Canoe Sprint Junior & U23 

Championships.

 ICF
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The Director-General of Lor-
estan Province’s Cultural Heri-
tage, Tourism, and Handicrafts 
Organization has highlighted the province’s significant role 
in Iran’s cultural heritage land-
scape, saying that Lorestan was 
the country’s leading province 
in the registration of national 
heritage sites until 2010 and 
continues to rank among Iran’s 
top provinces in terms of heri-
tage listings, archaeological ar-
eas, and heritage coverage.
Ata Hassanpour told ISNA that 
Lorestan held the country’s top 
position in national heritage 

registrations until 2010, with 
nearly 2,000 sites listed in Iran’s 
national heritage records.
He added that the province still 
holds the record for the highest 
number of heritage registra-
tions in a single year, noting that 
in 2006, Lorestan succeeded in 
registering 1,000 sites on the 
national heritage list.The official said that Lorestan 
currently ranks second in Iran 
after Fars Province, with around 
2,700 registered national heri-
tage sites. He explained that 
the change in ranking was due 
to the introduction of quotas 
for heritage registrations, with 
provinces that were previously 

leaders receiving fewer quotas, 
while other provinces were giv-
en more opportunities to catch 
up.
Hassanpour emphasized Lo-
restan’s exceptional cultural 
heritage status, stating that the province ranks first in Iran 
in terms of the number of reg-
istered sites, with about 2,700 
entries. He also said Lorestan 
leads the country in heritage 
area coverage, with a total 
area of approximately 28,000 
square kilometers, and is also 
the national record-holder for 
archaeological sites.
He noted that three major cul-
tural heritage sites are active in 

the province: the Falak-ol-Aflak 
Castle site, Borujerd’s Histor-
ic Fabric site, and the National 
Historic Bridges site.
According to Hassanpour, Lor-
estan serves as the headquar-
ters for Iran’s historic bridge 
network, with around 100 an-

cient bridges. He explained that 
the province’s numerous rivers, 
including the Zal, Seymareh, 
Sezar, and Kashkan, along with 
its mountainous terrain, made 
bridge construction essential 
throughout history.
He added that bridge-build-

ing in Lorestan dates back to 
ancient periods, including the 
Achaemenid, Parthian, and Sas-
sanid eras, and continued into 
the Islamic period. He described 
the region as a national leader 
in bridge architecture and con-
struction.

The Governor of Torbat-e Heydarieh, Khorasan Ra-
zavi Province announced that a Silk Festival will be 
held on June 11 in the town of Bayg, coinciding with 
the silkworm breeding and silk production season, 
as part of efforts to register the silk event on Iran’s 
national tourism calendar.
Mojtaba Shojaei said the festival will feature a range 
of programs, including a specialized silk tour, vis-
its to the silkworm breeding department, tours of 
silk-reeling workshops, a handicrafts exhibition, and 
a ceremony honoring veterans and pioneers of the 
silk-reeling industry.
He emphasized that all available resources will be mobi-
lized to ensure the festival is held successfully, allowing 
the city’s social assets and unique capacities to be prop-
erly introduced and recognized, according to chtn.ir.
Shojaei noted that Torbat-e Heydarieh, which pro-
duces more than 80 percent of Iran’s silk, is known 
as the country’s silk capital and the “land of white 
gold.” He added that the festival will also support 
efforts to revive the Silk Road route, noting that Tor-
bat-e Heydarieh is a member of the International 
Tourism Alliance of Silk Road Cities (ITASRC).
He continued that Torbat-e Heydarieh is the only re-
gion where the silk tradition remains alive through 
the operation of more than 300 traditional silk-reel-
ing workshops.The official added that Torbat-e Heydarieh has 
historically been located along a branch of the Silk 
Road, with the existence of 13 caravanserais and 
traditional inns across the county serving as evi-
dence of this heritage.
He also noted that Bayg and the Besk village have 
been nationally registered by Iran’s Ministry of 
Cultural Heritage, Tourism and Handicrafts as the 
country’s only national silk-reeling town and village, 
respectively.

Today, tourism — particu-
larly nature-based tourism, 
or ecotourism — plays a 
vital role in the economies 
of many countries. Unlike 
mass tourism, which often 
requires heavy investment 
in large-scale infrastruc-
ture such as luxury hotels, 
extensive road networks, 
and major transportation 
systems, ecotourism fo-
cuses on direct, affordable, 
and responsible experienc-
es in natural environments.
Ecotourists are travelers 
who explore beautiful, di-
verse, and peaceful land-
scapes with limited facil-
ities while respecting the 
environment. Countries 
with rich biodiversity have 
often been more successful 
in attracting these visitors 
and generating foreign rev-
enue. Iran, due to its unique 
geographical location and 
wide range of climates, has significant potential to 
become an important eco-
tourism destination. How-
ever, achieving this goal requires accurate identifi-
cation of natural resources, 
careful planning, sustain-
able management, and in-
creased public awareness, 
according to chtn.ir.
The development of eco-
tourism not only creates 
employment and econom-
ic opportunities but also 
strengthens visitors’ sense 
of responsibility toward 
nature conservation. In 
essence, ecotourism rep-
resents a thoughtful and 
environmentally friendly 
approach to the use of nat-
ural resources, where con-
servation and development 
advance together.
Tourism in protected areas 
is one of the most import-
ant forms of sustainable 
engagement with nature. 
It aims to introduce people 
to environmental values, 
promote a culture of con-
servation, and generate 
income for local communi-
ties. When properly man-
aged, this form of tourism 
can support biodiversity 
protection while creating 

opportunities for social 
and economic development 
around protected areas.
Protected areas,  with 
their natural landscapes, 
valuable plant and ani-
mal species, and unique 
ecosystems, have consid-
erable potential to attract 
visitors. One of the key 
factors behind successful 
tourism development in 
these areas is the partici-
pation of local communi-
ties. When local residents benefit from tourism, they 
have stronger motivation 
to protect their surround-
ing environment.

Tourism in protected ar-
eas can only succeed when 
it is built on conservation, 
education, community par-ticipation, and scientific 
management. Under such 
conditions, nature is pre-
served while responsible 
and sustainable tourism 
opportunities are created.
The development of eco-
tourism in Zanjan Prov-
ince, supported by its 
diverse climates and rich 
ecosystems, represents a 
major opportunity for sus-
tainable economic growth. 
With approximately 19 
percent of its territory 
under national protection, Zanjan has significant po-
tential to attract both do-
mestic and international 
nature travelers.
Transforming these re-
sources from “strict pro-
tection” into “responsible 
and sustainable use” could 
create meaningful employ-
ment opportunities and 
generate tourism revenue. 
Integrated management 
of protected areas such as 
Anguran and Sorkhabad, 

along with restricted 
hunting zones, provides a 
foundation for responsible 
tourism development.
The expansion of low-im-
pact ,  environmentally 
compatible infrastructure 
— without damaging sen-
sitive ecosystems — is es-
sential for success in this field. Cooperation between 
local communities and 
government institutions 
is also necessary to raise 
awareness and encourage 
environmental responsi-
bility.
As a green alternative to 
environmentally harm-

ful activities, ecotourism 
has the potential to trans-
form local  economies 
and position Zanjan as a 
major tourism destina-
tion in western Iran. With 
long-term planning and 
targeted investment, the 
province’s natural assets 
can become a sustainable 
source of prosperity for lo-
cal communities.
Covering an area of ap-
proximately 22,164 square 
kilometers, Zanjan Prov-
ince holds a special place 
on Iran’s natural map due 
to its climatic diversity, sig-nificant elevation changes, 
and variety of plant and 
animal species.
Situated within Iran’s 
mountainous belt and ben-efiting from diverse eco-
systems, Zanjan is consid-
ered one of the country’s 
important regions in terms 
of natural resources and 
biodiversity. Developing 
ecotourism in the province requires accurate identifi-
cation, documentation, and 
sustainable management 
of these resources.

Anguran Protected 
Area
The Anguran Protected 
Area is a remarkable desti-
nation for wildlife enthusi-
asts, nature photographers, 
and adventure travelers. 
Located at the intersection 
of Zanjan, East Azarbaijan, 
West Azarbaijan, and Kurd-
estan provinces, Anguran 
offers visitors a combina-
tion of impressive moun-
tain landscapes and rich 
biodiversity.
The area covers approxi-
mately 125,000 hectares, 
including 90,000 hectares 
of protected land and 
35,000 hectares designat-
ed as a wildlife refuge.
With around 171 plant 
species, including shrubs, 
trees, and herbaceous 
plants, Anguran becomes 
a spectacular landscape of wildflowers during spring, 
attracting nature lovers 
and botanical enthusiasts.
The area is home to valu-

able wildlife species, in-cluding Armenian mouflon, 
wild goats, brown bears, 
wolves, foxes, jackals, and 
lynxes. The best opportu-
nities for wildlife obser-
vation are usually during 
early morning or evening 
hours, accompanied by ex-
perienced guides and with-
in designated safe areas.
Anguran is also an attrac-
tive destination for bird-
watching. Migratory birds such as black storks, fla-
mingos, swans, cranes, and 
pelicans have made the re-
gion a popular destination 
for bird photographers. 

Sorkhabad Protected 
Area
The Sorkhabad Protect-

ed Area is another major 
ecotourism destination in 
Zanjan Province. Due to its 
easier access and proximi-
ty to major cities, it plays an 
important role in the devel-
opment of regional tourism.
Located in the southwestern 
part of Tarom and northwest 
of Zanjan, Sorkhabad’s stra-
tegic location makes it more 
accessible for travelers and 
nature enthusiasts. The pro-
tected area covers approxi-
mately 120,000 hectares.
Situated along the southern 
slopes of the Zagros Moun-
tains and near the Qezel 
Ozan River, Sorkhabad benefits from a moderate 
mountainous climate that 
supports rich biodiversity.
The region’s vegetation 
includes a wide range of 
trees and shrubs, medic-
inal and aromatic plants, 
as well as grasslands and 
pasture vegetation.
Sorkhabad provides hab-
itat for several valuable 

wildlife species, and pro-
tecting these species re-
mains a major priority. 
The area is considered one 
of the important habitats 
for Iranian gazelles in Zan-
jan Province. Other species 
found in the region include 
the Persian leopard, bear, 
wolf, fox, and jackal.
The area is also rich in 
birdlife, including birds of 
prey such as golden eagles, 
black eagles, and owls.
With its diverse ecosys-
tems, protected landscapes, 
and unique wildlife, Zanjan 
has the potential to become 
a leading destination for 
sustainable ecotourism in 
Iran — where conservation 
and economic development 
can progress together.
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National security cannot be 
achieved without environ-
mental security, Iran’s top environmental official said on 
Sunday, as the country com-pleted its scientific assess-
ment of environmental dam-
age from the recent 12-day conflict in June and pressed 
ahead with major conserva-
tion, pollution-control, and 
biodiversity initiatives.
Speaking at a press confer-
ence in Tehran, Department 
of Environment (DoE) chief 
Shina Ansari said sustainable 
development depended on 
healthy ecosystems, water re-
sources, and fertile soil, while 
highlighting the completion 
of documentation on wartime 
environmental losses and a 
series of nationwide environ-
mental programs.
“National security is not pos-
sible without environmental 
security,” Ansari said. “With-
out healthy water and soil, 
there can be no lasting secu-
rity.”The DoE has finalized a sci-

entific assessment of envi-
ronmental damage caused during the 12-day conflict and submitted its findings to the 
Presidential Legal Affairs Of-fice, she said. According to An-
sari, around 9,000 hectares of 
protected areas were affected, 
while environmental facilities 
and ranger units in 13 prov-
inces sustained damage.
Despite wartime challenges, 
environmental authorities maintained field inspections, strengthened wildfire-re-
sponse operations, and trans-
ferred vulnerable wildlife 
species to safer locations. Scientific documentation of 
damage to natural habitats 
was carried out in coopera-
tion with Iranian universities.
Ansari said most pollution 
linked to attacks on southern 
oil facilities had been cleaned 

up, while monitoring of water 
resources continued nation-
wide.
She also highlighted progress 
in long-term environmental 
planning, including the com-
pletion of the Makran envi-ronmental zoning project, 
preparation of a comprehen-
sive Caspian Sea environmen-
tal atlas, and the issuance of 
government ownership deeds 
for 18 wetlands.The official pointed to broad-
er efforts to tackle air pollu-
tion and climate-related chal-
lenges, including a national 
dust-control program, contin-
uous air-quality monitoring, flare-gas collection projects, 
and the expansion of protect-
ed areas to 330 sites under a 
new biodiversity strategy.
Ansari said the govern-
ment had also accelerated 
clean-transport measures, 
scrapping about 500,000 ag-
ing vehicles since the current administration took office 
and launching a program to 
replace 20,000 gasoline-pow-
ered motorcycles with electric 
models.

 

Iran drew strong interest for its cultural heritage 

at the 14th International Festival hosted by ADA 

University in Baku, where diplomatic missions 

from more than 40 countries gathered to show-

case their traditions, arts, and customs, accord-ing to the Iranian Embassy in Azerbaijan.The annual festival, held on June 5 by ADA Uni-
versity and attended by diplomats, students, 

academics, and members of the public, served 

as a platform for intercultural dialogue and in-

ternational engagement, IRNA reported.

Iran’s pavilion highlighted the depth of the coun-try’s ancient civilization through displays of 
traditional handicrafts, including enamelwork, 

metal engraving, wood carving, and handwoven 

termeh textiles. Visitors also explored illustrat-

ed publications presenting Iran’s cultural tradi-

tions, historical landmarks, tourism attractions, 

poetry, and artistic achievements.The exhibition drew significant attention as guests moved through dozens of national pavil-
ions featuring cultural presentations, traditional 

music, cuisine, costumes, and crafts from across 

the globe.Iranian Ambassador to Azerbaijan Mojtaba 
Demirchilou attended the festival and engaged 

with visitors at the Iranian stand. He also toured 

pavilions representing other participating coun-

tries, particularly neighboring and friendly na-

tions. The festival, one of ADA University’s sig-

nature annual events, aims to broaden cultural 

understanding and strengthen international co-

operation. Through its vibrant display in Baku, Iran offered visitors a window into a civilization 
whose artistic traditions continue to resonate far 

beyond its borders.
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Iranian carpet authorities are stepping 
up efforts to protect the intellectual 
property of the country’s renowned 
handwoven carpets, while pursuing a 
broader strategy to revive exports and 
strengthen the sector’s global presence, 
Mohammad Veysian, deputy head of 
the Iranian National Carpet Center said 
in Tehran on Sunday ahead of National Carpet Day on June 10.Veysian said the organization has ex-
panded cooperation with international 
intellectual property bodies to counter 
the copying of authentic Iranian carpet 
designs and motifs abroad.
“Persian handwoven carpets remain the 
global benchmark for quality,” Veysian 
told reporters. “Protecting the original-
ity of Iranian designs in international 
forums has become one of our main 
priorities.”He said specialized legal workshops 

have been launched to help producers 
and exporters navigate international 
mechanisms for defending the intellec-
tual property rights of Iranian carpets.
The initiative comes as Iranian handwo-
ven carpets continue to reach markets across 61 countries. Although annual 
exports currently stand at about $50 million, officials said the breadth of des-
tination markets shows the enduring ap-
peal and recognition of Persian carpets 
worldwide.
“The diversity of our export markets 
shows that Iranian handwoven carpets 
still hold a distinguished position in-
ternationally,” Veysian said, adding that 
stronger support for producers and tar-
geted market development would be 
needed to expand exports.
Separately, Yahya Ale-Es’haq, chairman 
of Iran’s Carpet Steering Council and an 
adviser to the Minister of Industry, Mine 
and Trade, announced the completion of 
a national transformation roadmap for 

the handwoven carpet industry.
The strategy, developed with univer-
sities, industry associations, veteran 
artisans and market specialists, covers 
production, design, marketing, exports 
and domestic consumption and is ex-
pected to be submitted to the cabinet 
for approval.
“Carpet is not merely an export com-
modity. It embodies Iranian identity, 
artistry and generations of accumulated 
knowledge,” Ale-Es’haq said.
He described the revival of the sec-
tor as both an economic and cultural 
priority, noting its role in job creation, 
rural livelihoods and the preservation 
of traditional craftsmanship. While ex-
port revenues have fallen sharply from 
historical highs, he said the global rep-
utation of the Persian carpet remains a 
powerful asset.
“The Iranian brand and the Persian car-
pet’s identity still provide a strong foun-
dation for renewal,” he said.

Officials also reiterated that only authen-
tic Iranian carpets will be permitted at specialized domestic carpet exhibitions, part of broader efforts to safeguard the 

heritage and reputation of one of Iran’s 
most celebrated cultural exports.

Iconic Persian carpet designs set for 

global protection

Tehran exhibition showcases  

Mexican art’s message of peace, identity

Mexican Ambassador 
to Iran Guillermo Pu-
ente Ordorica visited 
the Tehran Museum 
of Contemporary Art 
(TMoCA) on June 7 and 
called art “a bridge 
between nations” as 
he toured a rare ex-
hibition of Mexican 
printmaking that ex-
plores war, identity 
and collective mem-
ory, according to the 
museum.
During a  meeting 
with TMoCA Director Reza Dabirinejad, the 

two sides discussed 
expanding museum 
cooperation and joint 
cultural initiatives, 
marking growing cul-
tural exchanges be-
tween Iran and Mexi-
co, IRNA reported.
Touring the exhibi-
tion, ‘Eleven Artworks 
by Mexican Printmak-
ers,’ Ordorica said 
Mexican artists have 
historically placed 
“human beings and 
human dignity at the 
center of their work,” reflecting the coun-
try’s experience of 
independence move-

m e n t s  a n d  s o c i a l 
transformation.
He described art as a 
vital instrument for 
preserving cultural 
identity and reinforc-
ing universal human 
values.
“War is not the solu-
tion to differences,” 
the ambassador said, 
adding that nations 
can achieve under-
standing and coexis-
tence through diplo-
macy, dialogue and 
cultural engagement. 
“Cultural diplomacy 
and art build bridges 
between peoples.”
The exhibition, part of 
TMoCA’s ongoing ‘Art 
& War’ series, brings 
together 11 works 
from the museum’s 
collection and was ex-tended through June 
7 following strong 
public interest . At 
its core are two rare 
prints from the 1920s 

by celebrated Mexican 
artists David Alfaro Siqueiros and José Cle-mente Orozco, whose 
works portray the 
struggles of the Mex-
ican people during a 
period of profound 
political change.
Nine contemporary 
prints complement 
the historic pieces, 
revisiting themes of 
independence, social 
identity and national 
memory. Together, the 
works trace how art-
ists transformed the 
turbulence of history 
into enduring cultural 
narratives, allowing 
distant struggles to 
resonate across bor-
ders and generations.
Ordorica  a lso  ex-
pressed the embassy’s 
readiness to support 
joint cultural, artis-
tic, cinematic and re-
search programs with 
Iranian institutions.
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