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For years, it was assumed that
the security of countries along
the southern coast of the Persian
Gulf was guaranteed through
arms contracts and the presence
of US military bases. However,
the recent war with Iran demon-
strated that this umbrella holds
little credibility. Despite Riyadh
and Abu Dhabi repeatedly ex-
pressing concerns, Washington
launched its attack against Iran
without coordinating with them.
A report from the Stimson Insti-
tute indicates that the war has
caused $200 billion in damages
to the economies of Persian Gulf
Cooperation Council countries.
More than 80 energy facilities
in Saudi Arabia, the UAE, Qatar,
Kuwait, Bahrain, and Oman have
been targeted in retaliatory at-
tacks, with reconstruction costs
estimated at $58 billion.

The UAE, which for years was
a strategic ally of Washington,
is now seeking cooperation
with the Zionist regime, China,
and Russia. Saudi Arabia, too,
has embarked on a new path
through Mohammed bin Sal-
man’s visit to Moscow and his
talks with certain regional coun-
tries. Qatar and Oman have also
always smartly maintained their
distance from the United States.
This diversification of partners
represents a clear sign of the
end of America’s unipolar dom-
inance in the region’s security
architecture.

Iran; a powerful and
undeniable neighbor

In this strategic rearrangement,
Iran has emerged as an ineradi-
cable actor. Persian Gulf coun-
tries have come to realize that
the Strait of Hormuz, energy
pipelines, and the region’s skies
are all directly influenced by
Iran’s military and geographical
power. Attempts to eliminate or
weaken Iran not only fail to lead
to sustainable peace but also en-
tail staggering costs.

These costs are now clearly
observable. The International
Monetary Fund has projected se-
verely negative economic growth
for regional countries in 2026:
Qatar at -14.7 percent, Kuwait
at -4.2 percent, Bahrain at -3.8
percent, the UAE at -1.9 percent,
and Saudi Arabia at -1.4 percent.
These figures are released at
a time when, prior to the war,
these countries were pursuing
ambitious long-term develop-
ment programs.

A report from the Atlantic Coun-
cil think tank in mid-May 2026
warns that the illusion of “mid-
dle powers” status should not
deceive countries. Neither does
Europe have the capacity to re-
place America, nor has China
shown any inclination to accept
the role of regional security
guarantor; therefore, the only
remaining path is de-escalation
with Iran and the establishment
of a regional mechanism for
managing differences.

A recent report from The Guard-
ian also reveals that even during
the talks between Chinese and
American leaders in Beijing,
the issue of Iran and the Strait
of Hormuz was raised as one of

The Al-generated image shows Mohammed
bin Salman, the Crown Prince of the Saudi
Arabia, severing a rope that used to connect
his country’s grand economic projects to the
United States’ security guarantees.
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the three main axes of discus-
sion. This means the world has
concluded that, by excluding
Iran, the lock on energy security
and regional stability will not be
opened.

China and Russia:
complementary

partners, not definitive
replacements

In recent years, Persian Gulf
countries have also expanded
their relations with the East.
China, as the region’s largest
oil importer, constitutes a vital
trade partner for these coun-
tries. Russia, too, has consoli-
dated its position in the region
through the sale of missile de-
fense systems and cooperation
in the energy market. However,
neither of these two powers pos-
sesses the inclination or capacity

to completely replace America’s
security umbrella.

Analysis from the Atlantic Coun-
cil indicates that even at the
height of the Ukraine war and
the West Asian crisis, China
has maintained a cautious and
non-interventionist posture. Bei-
jing has consistently avoided ac-
cepting direct responsibility for
other countries’ security and has
preferred to define its relations
on the basis of economics and
trade. Russia, on the other hand,
is entangled in a war of attrition
in Europe and has focused its ef-
forts on halting NATO’s advance.
Therefore, rather than making a
unilateral choice, regional coun-
tries have adopted a risk-hedg-
ing strategy. They negotiate with
the United States, trade with Chi-
na, import weapons from Russia,
and hold confidential talks with
Iran — all simultaneously. This
multi-layered approach rep-
resents a realistic response to a
world in which there is no longer
a reliable, stability-providing he-
gemon.

A Guardian report also notes
that China cannot and does not

wish to play America’s role in
guaranteeing its allies’ security.
The experience of the Taiwan
crisis and China’s pressures on
South Korea and Japan have
demonstrated that Beijing, in
sensitive moments, uses eco-
nomic levers to exert pressure
rather than to create stability.
This is precisely the behavior
that Persian Gulf countries have
also well understood.

‘Self-provided security’ on
the distant horizon

The ultimate outcome of these
developments is the gradual
transition from the model of
“renting security from America”
to the model of “producing se-
curity from within the region”.
Persian Gulf Cooperation Coun-
cil countries have now realized
that the heavy costs of war and
sanctions, along with growing
distrust of Western partners,
compel them to invest in domes-
tic capabilities and regional co-
operation.

A report from Germany’s SWP
institute cites the UAE’s efforts to
establish independent logistics

corridors in Africa and its coop-
eration with the Zionist regime in
Somalia as an example of this en-
deavor to achieve strategic depth
without reliance on the West. The
UAE’s exit from OPEC is also as-
sessed within this framework —
an action to gain greater control
over its own resources and oil
policies. Although these devel-
opments, by no means, signify a
complete severance of relations
with the United States, they in-
dicate that unilateral and uncon-
ditional dependence no longer
exists. Saudi Arabia, which was
once America’s closest ally in the
region, has now elevated its re-
lations with China to the level of
strategic partnership and coordi-
nates with Russia within OPEC+.
Qatar, too, has always utilized its
diplomatic capacities to play a
mediating role between Iran and
the West.

In the new security architec-
ture of the Persian Gulf, Iran is
a neighbor with whom one must
engage. China is a partner from
whom one must benefit. Russia
is a supplier whom one must
manage. America is a tradition-
al ally upon whose stability and
commitment one can no longer
rely. This multi-layered and vol-
atile order, although more com-
plex and costly than the era of
American hegemony, possesses
at least one undeniable advan-
tage: this new order is based
on reality, not illusion. Regional
countries have finally under-
stood that no extra-regional
power will guarantee their secu-
rity freely and permanently.

The article was first published
by the Strategic Council for
Foreign Relations.

Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi (front-L)
meets with his Saudi counterpart, Faisal bin
Farhan Al Saud, in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia,

on December 14, 2025, to co-host the fifth
meeting of the Political Sub-committee of
the China-Saudi Arabia High-level Joint
Committee.
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Therefore, rather
thanmakinga
unilateralchoice,
regional countries
haveadopteda
risk-hedging strategy.
They negotiate with
the United States,
trade with China,
importweapons
from Russia,and

hold confidential
talkswith Iran—all
simultaneously.

This multi-layered
approachrepresents
arealisticresponseto
aworldinwhichthere
isnolongerareliable,
stability-providing
hegemon.




