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Minister urges 
BRICS action to 
safeguard global 
food security
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The security crisis that engulfed 
the Middle East  in the early 
months of 2026 is far more than 
a local flashpoint; it signals a fun-
damental shift in the international 
order. From an analytical perspec-
tive, it is imperative to look be-
neath the surface of conventional 
narratives regarding nuclear pro-
liferation or regional containment. 
What we have witnessed was not 
merely an isolated act of aggres-
sion, but a calculated "geopolitical 
realignment," designed primarily 
to counter the growing global dom-
inance of the People’s Republic of 
China.
A core hypothesis emerging from 
the Iranian academic community, 
strongly aligned with the school of 
political realism, characterizes this 
conflict as a "proxy strike against 
Beijing." In early 2026, facing do-
mestic polarization and the rela-

tive decline of its global hegemony, 
the United States executed a high-
risk maneuver. The objective went 
beyond regime change in Tehran; 
it was an attempt to seize the "en-
ergy jugular" of the Chinese econ-
omy. The Persian Gulf remains a 
vital artery for Beijing. Had Wash-
ington achieved a swift victory and 
installed a compliant government 
in Tehran, it would have placed its 
hand directly on the valve of Chi-
na's energy security. However, this 
attempt to capture global supply 
chains was built on a complete 
miscalculation of Iran’s institution-
al stability and national resilience.
The defining moment that rewrote 
the rules of the game was the 
closure of the Strait of Hormuz. 
Iran’s ability to effectively—and 
surprisingly easily—block this 
maritime chokepoint exposed the 
deep fragility of the modern "just-
in-time" delivery economy. The 
geopolitical consequences of this 
blockade, which disrupted not only 
oil markets but also vital flows of 
helium, ammonia, and chemical 
fertilizers, were more catastroph-
ic than any sanctions regime in 
recent decades. We have entered 
an era of "economic realignment" 

in which Tehran has transformed 
from a passive target of Western 
restrictions into an active "sanc-
tioning power." It has been proven 
that this physical blockade is a far 
more devastating tool of statecraft 
than the financial exclusions of the 
SWIFT system.
For Europe, this conflict served as 
a painful awakening. The trans-
atlantic bond was pushed to the 
brink of collapse, as it became 
clear that the objectives of the 
US and Israel in the region were 
in direct conflict with European 
economic survival. The European 
Union, long immersed in the in-
ertia of American hegemony, was 
effectively forced toward strategic 
autonomy by the intensity of Iran’s 
military response. There emerged 
an understanding that "borrowed 
security" from Washington is unre-
liable and carries the potential to 
be sacrificed for the narrow geo-
political goals of the White House. 
Europe—a continent lacking sig-
nificant energy resources, partic-
ularly in its western regions—has 
historically been dependent on US 
energy and support. Yet, unexpect-
edly, the continent finds itself in a 
state of "strategic solitude." Europe 

is currently struggling to secure 
supplies on two fronts: Ukraine 
and Iran. While the nature of these 
political conflicts differs, the US 
has suddenly left Europe to fend 
for itself. Washington's unilateral-
ist policies will ultimately drive the 
continent toward self-reliance and 
a pivot toward China.
Europe's pivot to China could have 
profound consequences for US 
foreign policy. As previously not-
ed, the US launched the assault on 
Iran primarily to strike at China’s 
oil supply and hegemony. Ostensi-
bly, the US claimed the operation 
was to prevent Iran from acquiring 
nuclear weapons, yet the reality 
possessed multiple dimensions. We 
cannot ignore Iran’s geopolitical 
capacity. Iran shares deeply inter-
twined relations with China across 
various domains. Just as Iran’s vast 
geopolitical and geoeconomic ca-
pacity turned it into the "bridge to 
victory" during the Second World 
War, it has now become the central 
arena for the competition between 
China and the US for future global 
hegemony—a reality underscored 
even as Donald Trump projects the 
American flag over the Iranian map 
on his social media platforms.
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Smoke rises from the site of an Israeli airstrike that targeted the southern Lebanese village of Kfar Tibnit on June 13, 2026. 
 AFP

2026 geopolitical earthquake; Iranian crisis as a catalyst for multipolarity

Iran marks first 
anniversary of 12-day 
war, hails national 
unity against Israel

President Masoud Pezeshkian praised the re-
silience of Iran’s “patient” nation on the first 
anniversary of last year’s 12-day war with 
Israel, saying the country’s steadfastness had 
dashed the enemy’s “pipe dreams.”
In a message marking the anniversary of the 
conflict, Pezeshkian said Israel launched its 
attack based on “entirely mistaken calcula-
tions and an obvious delusion”, believing that 
by assassinating senior military commanders, 
targeting leading nuclear scientists and car-
rying out brutal attacks on infrastructure and 
residential areas, it could bend the will of the 
Iranian people.
“But what unfolded was the epic of a nation’s 
resistance, which, through faith, the wise guid-
ance of the martyred Leader and the readiness 
of self-sacrificing armed forces, frustrated the 
enemy’s pipe dreams,” he said.
The president said Iranians stood as “one 
clenched fist and one beating heart” against 
Israel throughout the war and that their “com-
prehensive defense and sacred unity” thwart-
ed the enemy’s plots and ultimately forced it 
to accept a ceasefire.
Pezeshkian also repeated a statement by 
Supreme Leader Ayatollah Seyyed Mojtaba 
Khamenei that “preserving national cohesion, 
strengthening defense capabilities and main-
taining public vigilance” were the most vital 
requirements for overcoming future challeng-
es.
Parliament Speaker Mohammad Baqer Qalibaf 
said in a separate message that, following the 
example of those killed during the 12-day war, 
Iranians would stand firm to the last drop of 
blood for the country’s ultimate victory.
The 12-day war began with an Israeli attack 
on Iran on June 13 last year, but was met with 
a firm response from the Islamic Republic that 
led the enemy to seek a ceasefire.
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Israel ratchets up assaults on 
southern Lebanon, orders evacuations

2

Iran, US signal optimism  
as peace deal draws closer 
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