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Russian and Chinese foreign 
ministers said on Wednesday 
that their countries fully sup-
port a memorandum of under-
standing (MoU) recently reached 
between Iran and the United 
States to end the aggression 
against Iran.
Russian Foreign Minister Sergei 
Lavrov and Chinese top diplo-
mat Wang Yi made the remarks 
in separate phone calls with 
their Iranian counterpart Abbas 
Araghchi.
Lavrov said that Moscow sup-
ports the Iran-US agreement 
which is scheduled to be signed 
in Switzerland on Friday, how-
ever he insisted that the Israeli 
regime must also comply.
"The Russian minister ex-
pressed support for the un-
derstandings reached through 
effective mediation by Paki-
stan and Qatar to de-escalate 
tensions in the region. The im-

portance of compliance by all 
parties involved in the armed 
conflict, including Israel, was 
emphasized," the Russian For-
eign Ministry said in a read-out 
of the call.
Araghchi, for his part, stressed 
the responsibility of the US to 
ensure the proper implementa-
tion of the agreement, stressing 
that among the provisions is 
the complete cessation of at-
tacks against Lebanon.
Back in March, Israel began 
to launched attacks on Leba-
non after Lebanon’s resistance 
movement Hezbollah launched 
military operations against Is-
rael in response to the regime’s 
aggression against Iran. The 
war has claimed at least 3,700 
lives since March 2, according 
to the latest figures released by 
Lebanon's Health Ministry.
Lavrov and Araghchi also un-
derlined the importance of 
international backing for the 
agreement, including support 

from the United Nations Secu-
rity Council.
They stressed the need for 
continued diplomatic coopera-
tion among regional countries 
aimed at strengthening peace 
and stability.
Chinese foreign minister also 
welcomed the deal and com-
mended the resilience of the 
Iranian government and nation 
in the face of pressures and co-
ercive policies, and at the same 
time praised Iran’s “responsible 
and diplomatic approach” in 
resolving issues and advancing 
dialogue.
Wang Yi, while emphasizing 
the need for the precise and 
full implementation of the pro-
visions of the memorandum, 
also declared China's readiness 
to cooperate in facilitating its 
implementation.
The Iranian foreign minister 
expressed hope that Iran and 
China would be able to take 
advantage of the opportunities 

presented by the deal to devel-
op their bilateral relations, par-
ticularly in the areas of energy 
and economy.
Tehran and Washington an-
nounced the agreement on 
Monday after a marathon of 
negotiations mediated by Paki-
stan, which will be followed by 
60-day negotiations on Iran’s 
nuclear issue and sanctions im-
posed on the Islamic Republic.
Iran’s top negotiator Moham-
mad Baqer Qalibaf and US Vice 
President JD Vance will attend 
the formal signing of the agree-
ment in Switzerland on Friday.
On February 28, the US and 
the Israeli regime began their 

latest round of unprovoked 
aggression against Iran. After 
their failure to achieve their 
goals in the war, Washington 
accepted a ceasefire agreement 
proposed by Pakistan and en-
gaged in talks with Tehran to 
end the war.
Iran’s Deputy Foreign Minister 
Majid Takht-Ravanchi said on 
Tuesday that the second phase 
of the two-stage process will 
begin immediately after the 
signing of the memorandum on 
Friday.
Takht-Ravanchi noted that the 
MoU addresses war repara-
tions, the release of Iran's fro-
zen assets, end to US blockade 

on Iranian ports and an end to 
hostilities across the region, 
including Israel’s war on Leb-
anon.
Announcing the agreement in 
a post on social media on the 
early hours of Monday, US Pres-
ident Donald Trump said the 
Strait of Hormuz, a major ship-
ping route for global oil and gas 
supplies that Iran has effective-
ly shut down for months, would 
open on Friday, and that he 
had ordered the end of the US 
blockade of Iranian ports.
The memorandum of  un-
derstanding also includes a  
$300 billion fund to help re-
build Iran.
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Israel continues southern Lebanon 
strikes despite Iran-US deal

Iranian tankers exit US blockade zone ahead of peace talks

  
 
Israeli forces on Wednesday 
carried out airstrikes on 
several areas in south Leb-
anon, state media reported, 
despite a peace agreement 
between Iran and the Unit-
ed States, that includes halt 
to regime’s attacks on Leb-
anon.
Lebanon's National News 
Agency (NNA) said Israeli 
warplanes launched raids 
targeting the Nabatieh al-
Fawqa area and the eastern 
outskirts of neighboring 
town Kfar Tebnit.
The Israelis also launched 
a drone strike on the town 
of Ansariyeh in the Zahrani 
area, NNA reported.
While violence has declined 
in Lebanon since a US-Iran 
agreement was announced 
on Monday, Israeli strikes 
on the south have killed at 
least five people since then, 
according to NNA.
The reduction in violence 
has allowed some south 
Lebanon residents to return 

and inspect their towns and 
villages, but the Lebanese 
army has urged locals to 
delay their return, citing 
“the risk of Israeli violations 
and attacks.” Iran's military 
threatened on Tuesday 
to respond to Israel after 
strikes in southern Leba-
non killed several people. 
"If the child-killing army of 
the Zionist regime does not 
put an end to its acts of ag-
gression in southern Leba-
non, it should await a harsh 
response from the powerful 
Armed Forces of the Islamic 
Republic of Iran," said the 

Iranian military's central 
command Khatam al-Anbi-
ya. It added that Israel had 
violated the ceasefire in 
Lebanon "84 times" since 
the deal was announced on 
Monday.
Iran's Foreign Minister Ab-
bas Araghchi also said on 
Tuesday that an end to the 
conflict would be incom-
plete "without the with-
drawal of Israeli forces from 
the territories it occupied in 
this war.”
"Any military attack by the 
Zionist regime on Lebanon 
from now on and the con-

tinued occupation of Leb-
anese territories from now 
on will be considered a vio-
lation of the memorandum 
of understanding in our 
view," he said.
But Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu said 
on Monday that the re-
gime’s forces would remain 
in Lebanon “for as long as 
necessary.”
Israeli attacks on Lebanon 
began in early March after 
Lebanon’s resistance group 
Hezbollah launched mili-
tary operations against the 
regime in response to the 
regime’s aggression against 
Iran.
The war has claimed at least 
3,800 lives since March 2, 
according to the latest fig-
ures released by Lebanon's 
Health Ministry.

 
The first tankers carrying Iranian oil exit-
ed a US blockade in the Strait of Hormuz, 
a tracking website said on Wednesday, 
two days before the signing of an agree-
ment between Tehran and Washington.
The talks on a final settlement are set to 
begin Friday at Switzerland's Bürgen-
stock mountain resort, as news that the 
Hormuz Strait will reopen sent world oil 
prices tumbling.
The TankerTrackers website, which 
monitors oil shipments and storage, 
marked Iran's "first crude oil exports in 
two months," citing digital tracking data 
corroborated by satellite imagery.
"At least two National Iranian Tank-
er Company (NITC) VLCC supertankers 
named DIONA (9569695) and HERO2 
(9362073) have exited the US Navy block-
ade perimeter carrying a combined total 
of 3.8 million barrels of Iranian crude oil 
between them," TankerTrackers said on 

X, later adding that a third tanker had 
exited.
Negotiations over a final deal are to start 
immediately after the Swiss signing cer-
emony and continue during a 60-day 
window, leading to decisions on the fate 
of Iran's nuclear program and a plan 
for the lifting of international economic 
sanctions.
The United States will allow Iran to im-
mediately begin selling oil and fuel under 
the deal to end the war, the Wall Street 
Journal (WSJ) reported on Tuesday, citing 
unnamed people familiar with the agree-
ment.

A waiver of sanctions on oil sales will 
take effect immediately after the signing, 
the WSJ added, also covering services 
such as banking, transportation and in-
surance.
Iranian officials on Tuesday announced 
that the naval blockade have been re-
moved.
Senior member of the Parliament's Na-
tional Security and Foreign Policy Com-
mittee Alaeddin Boroujerdi said that 
several Iranian ships have already broken 
through the US naval blockade which has 
been in place since April 13.
The US imposed the blockade on Iranian 
ports after Iran closed the strategic Strait 
of Hormuz in response to the US-Israeli 
aggression against Iran on February 28. 
The closure of the waterway caused the 
surge in energy prices across the world.
Iranian Deputy Foreign Minister Majid 
Takht-Ravanchi also said on Tuesday that 
the two-month US naval blockade on Ira-
nian ports have been lifted.
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Iran's space industry is pressing forward with 
renewed momentum, as the minister of infor-
mation and communications technology an-
nounces the underway plans for the imminent 
launch of the “Pars 2” satellite and deploy-
ment of the “Shahid Soleimani” constellation 
by year-end.
Speaking on Wednesday at a meeting with 
experts and managers of the Iranian Space 
Research Institute, including Hassan Sala-
rieh, head of the Iranian Space Agency (ISA), 
Sattar Hashemi praised the achievements of 
the space sector under the current adminis-
tration, attributing progress to the efforts of 
specialists and experts in the field, Press TV 
reported. “The approach of the Ministry of 
Communications and the fourteenth adminis-
tration toward the space industry is a strategic 
one, and this field has extensive capacities for 
the development of smart agriculture, water 
resource management, land management, 
and improving the quality of data-driven gov-
ernance in the country,” Hashemi stressed.
The minister also highlighted the resilience 
of Iran’s space infrastructure during wartime 
conditions, describing continued operations 
as a significant achievement.
“The continuation of the country's space ac-
tivities under difficult conditions is the result 
of the commitment, expertise, and round-the-
clock efforts of colleagues in this field,” Hash-
emi added.
Referring to ongoing projects, he added that 
“the necessary planning is underway to place 
the ‘Pars 2’ satellite into orbit.”

Pars-2 is an advanced, domestically-developed 
highly-accurate and imaging satellite manu-
factured by ISA with the primary mission of 
Earth observation, remote sensing, and envi-
ronmental monitoring.
Hashemi further stressed the importance of 
strengthening international and technological 
cooperation while rebuilding and restructur-
ing the sector after recent challenges caused 
by the US-Israeli war of aggression against 
Iran.
In his remarks, Salarieh, the ISA’s chief, reaf-
firmed that space projects are continuing at 
high speed and rejected claims that the in-
dustry had been disrupted by war time con-
ditions. “The projects in the space industry are 
being carried out at high speed. The damage 
inflicted during the Ramadan War does not 
mean that our space industry has stopped; the 
country's space industry is still operating,” he 
stressed.
Salarieh further emphasized the distributed 
nature of Iran’s space infrastructure, explain-
ing that the system is not centralized in a way 
that would allow it to be halted by targeting 
a single site.
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The photo shows buildings 
destroyed in Israel’s strikes on 
southern Lebanon on June 17, 
2026.
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