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France  se e ks to re claim Europe ’s place  in Iran talks

French Foreign Minister Jean-Noël Bar-
rot has said Paris will not endorse the 
lifting of UN sanctions under a poten-
tial Iran-US agreement unless it is sat-

isfied with the terms of 
the final deal. Barrot, 

whose country holds 
veto power on the 
UN Security Council, 
argued that region-

al stability cannot be 
achieved unless US-

Iran negotiations also address Iran’s 
ballistic missile program and support 
for regional militant groups. In an in-

terview with international affairs ana-
lyst Abed Akbari, Iran Daily examined 
the roots and implications of France’s 
position. He believes Paris is seeking 
to bring Europe back to the center of 
the negotiating equation. At the same 
time, while France possesses important 
levers to influence the process, the Unit-
ed States ultimately retains a strong ca-
pacity to bring its European allies into 
line if the political will exists.
 
IRAN DAILY: How should the  Fre nch 
f ore ign ministe r’s re marks be  inte r-
pre te d? Is Paris acting in coordination 
with Washington as an e xte rnal pre s-
sure  point, or is it trying to incorporate  
its own inte re sts and de mands into the  
final agre e me nt?
AKBARI: Paris’ position should not be 
viewed solely through the lens of coordi-

nation with Washington, although strate-
gic alignment across the Atlantic remains 
a reality. France has traditionally sought 
to play an independent role in the Ira-
nian nuclear file and has been reluctant 
to present itself as merely following the 
US lead. Even during the negotiations 
that culminated in the 2015 nuclear 
deal, Paris consistently adopted some of 
the toughest positions among European 
countries.
Under the current circumstances, part of 
France’s stance can be seen as an effort to 
maintain pressure on Iran and strength-
en the West’s bargaining position. Anoth-
er part, however, stems from Europe’s 
own concerns. European governments 
increasingly feel that their role has been 
sidelined in recent diplomatic develop-
ments, particularly if direct understand-
ings emerge between Tehran and Wash-

ington. In that sense, France and some of 
its European partners are trying to signal 
that achieving a durable and comprehen-
sive agreement without Europe’s active 
involvement would be difficult.
In other words, beyond serving as an “ex-
ternal pressure” actor, Paris is also seek-
ing to bring Europe back to the center of 
the negotiating equation.
 
To what e xte nt can France  and othe r 
Europe an countrie s influe nce  the  con-
te nt of  a final agre e me nt? Do tools such 
as UN me chanisms and inte rnational 
sanctions provide  the m with ge nuine  
bargaining powe r?
Europe’s influence lies less in defining 
the overall framework of an agreement 
and more in shaping its details and im-
plementation mechanisms. The reality is 
that if Iran and the United States reach a 

strategic-level understanding, European 
countries are unlikely to be able to block 
it. However, they still retain significant 
leverage.
First, the three European parties to the 
nuclear deal continue to play a role in the 
legal mechanisms associated with Iran’s 
nuclear file. Second, a substantial portion 
of non-US sanctions, as well as financial 
and banking restrictions, falls within Eu-
rope’s sphere of authority. Third, should 
the issue be brought before the UN Secu-
rity Council, the positions of European 
powers could affect the final shape of the 
legal and international arrangements.
Europe therefore cannot dictate the over-
all direction of a deal, but 
it can raise the political 
and legal costs of certain decisions and 
influence how any agreement is ultimate-
ly implemented.
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Pezeshkian: Iran will not bow  
to e xce ssive  de mands in ne gotiations
Pre side nt due  in Pakistan today f or one -day visit 

Iran’s goalkeeper #01 Alireza Beiranvand makes a save during the 2026 World Cup Group G football match between Belgium and Iran at the Los Angeles Stadium in Inglewood on June 21, 2026.
 AFP
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FIFA World Cup:

‘Written in history’: Iran coach Qalenoei 
hails hard-fought point against Belgium


