
Wars are often remembered through 
the number of lives lost, the scale of 
destruction they leave behind, and 
the geopolitical shifts they trigger. 
Yet what ultimately shapes the des-
tiny of nations is the body of ideas 
that live on long after the guns fall 
silent. At such pivotal moments, 
revisiting the intellectual legacy of 
national leaders is more than an act 
of paying tribute to the past; it is an 
effort to understand the theoretical 
foundations of the future. From this 
perspective, the cultural and social 
thought of Iran’s martyred Lead-
er, Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei, constitutes one of the most signifi-
cant components of the Islamic Re-
public’s intellectual legacy—a body 
of thought that has, for more than three decades, been reflected in 
many of the country’s major cultur-
al, educational, and social policies.
Within the late Leader’s intellec-
tual framework, culture was never confined to artistic and literary ac-tivities or official ceremonies. Rath-
er, it was viewed as the spirit that 
permeates society and shapes both 
individual and collective identity. It influences patterns of thought, so-
cial relations, consumer behavior, 
public morality, civic responsibility, 
social trust, and even the quality of 

governance. It was for this reason 
that, in numerous meetings with 
members of the Supreme Council 
of the Cultural Revolution, he de-
scribed culture as the foundation 
upon which all other sectors of the 
country rest. He consistently argued 
that economic development, politi-
cal progress, and national securi-
ty cannot achieve sustainable and 
balanced advancement without a 
strong cultural foundation.
This perspective was articulated 
with greater clarity during his land-
mark speech in North Khorasan 
Province in October 2012, where 
he introduced the concept of "life-
style" as the software dimension of 
the New Islamic Civilization. In that 
address, he distinguished between 
the instruments of progress—such 
as science, technology, the econo-
my, and national power—and the 
ultimate objective of development: 
the quality of human life. From this 
perspective, development acquires meaning only when it is reflected in 
people's everyday conduct, social 
ethics, interpersonal relations, re-
spect for the rule of law, sense of re-
sponsibility, discipline, cooperation, 
and commitment to society. In other 
words, if the economy and technolo-
gy serve as the engine driving soci-
ety forward, culture is the compass 
that determines its direction.One of the defining characteristics 
of this vision is the close connection 
it draws between culture and every-
day life. Within this framework, cul-

ture is neither an abstract concept nor something confined to official 
institutions. Rather, it manifests it-
self in the smallest aspects of social 
behavior—from interactions among 
family members and neighbors to 
work ethic, respect for the rights of 
others, use of media, consumer hab-
its, observance of the law, and even 
the manner in which people engage 
in public discourse. Consequently, 
cultural reform is understood not 
as something that can be achieved 
through administrative directives, 
but as a gradual transformation of 
lifestyles accompanied by a stronger 
sense of social responsibility.
The family also occupies a central 
place in Ayatollah Khamenei's cul-
tural thought. It is regarded as the 
primary institution through which 
values, ethics, identity, and social 
capital are passed from one gener-
ation to the next—the environment 
in which an individual's character 
is formed before entering school or 
society. Strengthening the family is 
therefore viewed not merely as a 
social or demographic policy but as 
an integral part of a broader cultural 
strategy aimed at building a society 
founded on trust, solidarity, and re-
sponsibility. Within this framework, 
many of society's broader challeng-
es—from reducing social harm to 
strengthening social capital—are 
understood to stem from the qual-
ity of family relationships and the 
upbringing of future generations.
Education is viewed through the 

same lens. Schools are not merely 
institutions for transmitting knowl-
edge; their primary mission is to 
cultivate character, nurture identity, 
and reinforce social ethics. Univer-
sities, meanwhile, are expected not only to produce scientific knowl-
edge but also to educate specialists 
who are committed and responsible 
toward the future of society. Scien-tific advancement, in this view, can 
lead to genuine progress only when 
it is accompanied by ethics, respon-
sibility, and a strong cultural iden-
tity.
Within this same framework, the 
roles of the media and the arts 
extend far beyond information 
and entertainment. In Ayatollah 
Khamenei's speeches, the media is 
portrayed as one of the principal 
forces shaping public opinion and 
lifestyle. It has the capacity either to 
strengthen hope, trust, identity, and 
civic responsibility or, conversely, to 
foster mistrust, individualism, and 
social fragmentation. From this per-
spective, the media does more than 
report events; it also plays an active 
role in shaping social and cultural 
reality, thereby assuming responsi-
bilities that go well beyond the sim-
ple dissemination of news.
A similar perspective applies to the 
arts. In his thought, art is not merely 
a means of creating 
beauty but a power-
ful language through which values, 
identity, and human experience are 
conveyed.
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Hundreds of thousands of people gather in Tehran’s Grand Mosalla on July 4, 2026, to say farewell to martyred Leader of the Islamic Revolution Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei.
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Iran’s deputy foreign minister for legal 
and international affairs has warned that 
any military adventurism in the Strait of 
Hormuz will have consequences, saying 
that the responsibility of ensuring the se-
curity of the waterway lies with its coast-
al states, as reported by Press TV.
“The Strait of Hormuz is not a theater for 
military display by extra-regional pow-
ers,” Kazem Gharibabadi wrote on his X 
social media account on Saturday, react-
ing to a joint statement by France and 
Britain on the Strait of Hormuz.
“Iran, as the responsible power and 
guarantor of the strait’s security, warns 
against any military movement in this 
sensitive waterway,” he said.
Gharibabadi emphasized that “the se-
curity of Hormuz lies with the coastal 
states,” adding, “Crisis-mongers will be 
responsible for the consequences of their 
adventurism; this is a serious warning.”The British Prime Minister’s office re-
leased a joint statement on Friday by 
Keir Starmer and French President Em-

manuel Macron, in which the two leaders 
described the Strait of Hormuz as a “vital 
artery for the global economy”.
The statement claimed that Oman has 
agreed to cooperate with Britain and 
France to secure its territorial waters 
against shipping risks.
London and Paris also announced their 
readiness to deploy what they called a 
“broader multinational military mission” 
to support freedom of navigation in the 
Strait of Hormuz.
Iran closed the Strait of Hormuz to hos-
tile states and their allies in response to 
the US-Israeli aggression and then began 
asserting more control in retaliation for 
the US sustaining an illegal naval block-
ade of Iranian ports and vessels despite a standing ceasefire.
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The farewell ceremony for the martyred 
Leader of the Islamic Revolution, Ayatol-
lah Seyyed Ali Khamenei, kicked off at 
Tehran's Grand Imam Khomeini Mosalla 
in the early hours of Saturday, drawing a 
deluge of tearful mourners in a historic 
display of national unity.
With the gates opening earlier than 
scheduled at 6 a.m. on Saturday, mourn-
ers who had been waiting around the 
Mosalla and its surrounding routes 
since Friday night entered the venue.
The event transformed the Mosalla into 
a sea of grief and devotion as millions 
-- from all over the country, from cit-
ies and villages, as well as people from 
many different countries around the 
world -- gathered to pay their last re-
spects to the martyred Leader.
Images of the martyred Leader were in-
stalled along the entire entrance route 
to the Mosalla, with a particularly large 
image displayed on one of the tall build-
ings adjacent to the venue. 
Attendees, dressed in mourning attire 
for Imam Hussein and the martyrdom 
of the Leader of the Islamic Republic, carried Iranian flags, images of the mar-tyred Leader, the "clenched fist" symbol, 
and images of Ayatollah Seyed Mojtaba 
Khamenei. They chanted "Labbaik Ya 
Khamenei," and "All these armies have 
come for the love of the Leader," to bid 
farewell to the late Leader while pledg-

ing allegiance to the present Leader.
Elderly attendees, some walking on 
foot and others in wheelchairs, could 
be seen among the crowds. Banners 
with messages such as "With a peace-
ful heart, O Master, he goes gracefully, Iran's soul departs", "The dignified op-
pressed one, I entrust you to God", "We 
have experienced grief, but we remain 
standing," and "Mount Damavand will 
remember your glory,” were displayed 
along the mourners' route.
According to the headquarters for the 
commemoration of the martyred Lead-
er's ascension, the farewell ceremony 
will continue through Sunday at the 
Grand Imam Khomeini Mosalla.
The main funeral procession in Tehran 
is scheduled for Monday. Funeral cer-
emonies will also be held in Qom on 
Tuesday, and in Mashhad on Thursday, 
where the Leader will be laid to rest at 
the Imam Reza Shrine.
Special farewell and funeral ceremonies 
for the martyred Leader will also take 
place in Iraq’s holy cities of Najaf and 
Karbala on Wednesday, according to the 
organizers.
Some 14,000 journalists from domestic 
media and 900 foreign media outlets 
are covering the farewell ceremony. 
Foreign journalists have expressed as-
tonishment at the unprecedented turn-
out and the deep devotion of the people 
to the martyred Leader.
Facilities for sending news, images, and 

live video and radio broadcasts are ful-
ly prepared, with domestic and foreign 
journalists stationed among the crowds 
to cover the monumental event.
On Friday, a ceremony was held in Teh-
ran for foreign delegations to pay trib-
ute to the martyred Leader. The com-
memorative event brought together 
one of the largest gatherings of foreign 
dignitaries in Iran in recent decades, 
with representatives from across Asia, 
Africa, Europe, the Americas, and major 
international organizations attending 
the event.
The delegations included presidents, 
prime ministers, parliamentary speak-
ers, foreign ministers, senior govern-ment officials, political leaders, and rep-
resentatives of religious organizations 
and resistance movements, underscor-
ing the broad international participation 
in the ceremony.
Iranian Foreign Ministry spokesman 
Esmaeil Baqaei said Friday that delega-
tions from nearly 100 countries, along with public figures and civil society 
groups, would attend the farewell cere-
mony for the martyred Leader.
"We have high-level delegations from 
neighboring countries. At least eight 

heads of government, including pres-
idents or prime ministers, and parlia-
mentary speakers from 12 countries 
will attend," Baqaei said. "Many other 
countries will be represented at the lev-
el of foreign ministers, other ministers, 
or special envoys."
He added that public groups and promi-nent figures from around 100 countries 
would also participate in the ceremony.Baqaei said official delegations, pub-lic figures and members of parliament 
from Eastern European countries would 
attend the farewell ceremony. However, 
he said countries in Europe that had officially supported the military ag-

gression by Israel and the United States 
against Iran had not been invited to at-
tend the ceremony.
Ayatollah Khamenei was martyred fol-
lowing the launch of the latest bout of 
unprovoked American-Israeli aggres-
sion against Iran on February 28.
The aggression, which also claimed the lives of senior officials and countless 
ordinary civilians, prompted Iran to 
respond by staging at least 100 deci-
sive and successful retaliatory strikes 
against sensitive and strategic American 
and Israeli targets. The reprisal prompt-
ed the United States to announce a uni-lateral ceasefire on April 7.
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Pezeshkian vows Ayatollah Khamenei’s 

flag ‘will never fall’

‘Mind your malnutrition rates’: Qalibaf shreds Trump

Iran warns of consequences for any 

military adventurism in Hormuz

President Masoud Pezeshkian 
underscored on Saturday that 
the Iranian people would prove, 
through grief and resolve, that 
the ideals for which their mar-
tyred Leader gave his life would 
continue.
In a message on the social media 
platform X on Saturday, Pezesh-kian reaffirmed the Iranian na-
tion's enduring loyalty to the 
martyred Leader after massive 
crowds of mourners attend-
ed a farewell ceremony for late 
Ayatollah Khamenei at Tehran's 
Grand Imam Khomeini Mosalla 
in a historic display of national 
unity.
“The great nation of Iran, with 
hearts brimming with grief and wills filled with hope, will prove that the flag for which 
the martyred Leader strived to 
keep raised will never fall to the 
ground,” Pezeshkian wrote on X.
Closing his post with a Quranic 

verse from Surah Al-Qasas, the 
president stated, “And We want-
ed to confer favor upon those 
who were oppressed in the land 
and make them leaders and make 
them inheritors.”
Farewell ceremonies for the 
martyred Leader of the Islamic 
Revolution Ayatollah Seyyed Ali 

Khamenei and his family began 
on Saturday morning, with the 
presence of grieving people at 
Tehran's Mosalla.
The martyred Leader attained 
the lofty rank of martyrdom on 
February 28 during a savage and 
terrorist attack by the US-Zionist 
enemies.

Iranian Parliament Speak-
er Mohammad Baqer Qa-
libaf hit back at Donald 
Trump, calling on the US 
president to “mind your 
malnutrition rates” after 
he claimed Iran needed 
American food exports.
Ghalibaf stressed that Iran 
makes decisions about its 
own assets and noted that US officials should focus 
on the malnutrition rates 
in their own country
“Imagine  having  for-
ty-something million of 

your own citizens on food 
stamps and calling anoth-

er nation hungry,” Qalibaf 
wrote in a post on X.

“This is not a proclama-
tion. This is a projection. 
Keep your SNAP advice. 
Our assets, our choices. 
Mind your malnutrition 
rates.”
Trump claimed in an in-
terview with CNBC that 
Iran was struggling with “300 percent inflation” 
and was “making no mon-
ey.”
“They need food. They 
need corn, wheat, and 
soybeans, and we're go-
ing to have exclusively our 
American farmers provide 
that,” Trump claimed.
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Some mourners, dressed in traditional mourning 

attire, soil their clothes with dust and mud in Tehran's 

Grand Imam Khomeini Mosalla on July 4, 2026.
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Iran begins Japan oil talks under 

sanctions waiver, seeks to revive exports

Iran has begun talks with 
Japanese companies on 
resuming crude oil sales 
under a US sanctions waiv-
er, sources told Reuters, marking a potential first 
such deal since 2019 as 
Tehran seeks to revive ex-
ports.
In Tehran, Nicaragua's for-
eign minister said he was satisfied with talks with 
Iran on energy cooperation 
“despite the geographical 
distance between the two 
countries.”
A memorandum of under-
standing signed between 
Tehran and Washington on 
June 18 provides Iran a 60-
day window to sell crude 

oil and petrochemical 
products outside the scope 
of sanctions. The waiver, is-
sued on June 22 and valid 
until Aug. 21, is part of the 
60-day talks between Teh-
ran and Washington.
Three Japanese buyers are 
considering purchasing Iranian crude for the first 
time since 2019, two Ira-
nian sources told Reuters, 
speaking on condition of 
anonymity due to the sen-
sitivity of the matter.Japanese and Iranian offi-
cials are also holding pre-
liminary talks on possible 
oil sales, a Western indus-
try source familiar with the 
matter said.An official at Japan's Minis-
try of Economy, Trade and 

Industry (METI), which over-
sees fuel supply infrastruc-
ture, said he was unaware 
of any such discussions.
Japan, South Korea, India 
and European countries 
halted purchases of Irani-
an crude after the United 
States tightened sanctions 
following US President 
Donald Trump's withdraw-
al from the Iran nuclear 
deal in 2018. China has re-
mained Iran's main buyer 
in recent years.Mohammad Lahouti, head 
of the Iran Export Confed-
eration, said the under-
standing could help boost 
oil and petrochemical ex-
ports in the short term and 
gradually restore maritime 
trade to normal conditions.However, Lahouti told 
ISNA that no breakthrough 
has been achieved in non-
oil trade, banking transfers or access to the SWIFT fi-
nancial messaging system, 
adding that sanctions ef-
fects remain in place.
Sources told Reuters that 
prospective buyers are 
seeking a longer waiver 
and assurances over ship-
ping safety.

Expanding energy 
diplomacy
Nicaragua's foreign min-

ister Valdrack Jaentschke 
Whitaker said on Satur-
day that talks with Iran on 
energy cooperation were 
progressing well despite 
geographical distance.
Speaking after meeting Ira-nian Oil Minister Mohsen 
Paknejad in Tehran, he said 
Nicaragua's energy needs 
were limited due to its 
size but negotiations were 
moving forward.
According to IRNA, both 
sides stressed expanding 
cooperation in oil and en-
ergy.
Paknejad said Iran offered 
“golden investment oppor-
tunities,” particularly in 
energy, adding that close 
political ties provided 
room to expand coopera-
tion.
Iran has also stepped up 
efforts to expand oil mar-
kets. Paknejad used the 
sidelines of the 11th BRICS Energy Ministers Meeting 
in India on June 25–26 to 
reach understandings with India on refining and pet-
rochemical cooperation 
and with South Africa on 
potential resumption of 
Iranian oil exports and 
technical collaboration.
A senior Iranian oil min-istry official told Reuters 
that the National Iranian 

Oil Company (NIOC) had 
contacted traditional buy-
ers, including Japan, say-
ing that if a peace deal is 
reached and sanctions are 
lifted, Iran would like them 
to resume purchases.
Iranian Parliament Speak-er Mohammad Baqer Qal-
ibaf said on Tuesday that 
Tehran had exported more 
than 40 million barrels of 
crude oil at prices about 
20% higher than before 
the US-Israeli war, follow-
ing the lifting of the US 
naval blockade on June 
18 and the suspension of 
sanctions.
The exports marked a 
sharp recovery after Irani-
an crude shipments were 
largely suspended from 
mid-April to mid-June due 
to the blockade.
Supporting the reported 
increase, TankerTrackers 
said on X that Iran had ex-
ported 50 million barrels 
of crude oil since the re-
strictions were lifted, esti-
mating an average of 1.66 
million barrels per day in 
June 2026, with most re-
gional producers still be-
low pre-war levels.
Based on TankerTrackers' 
estimate, Iran is earning 
more than $233 million 
per day from oil exports.
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Martyred Leader’s economic vision:

Production the missing link to Iran’s economic prosperity

An economic expert has em-
phasized that reducing reli-
ance on oil revenues is only 
achievable by strengthening 
domestic production, devel-
oping productive employ-
ment, and moving away from 
a brokerage-based economy. 
He added that alongside these 
efforts, transparency in the 
expenditure of tax revenues 
can boost public trust.
Oil  remains Iran’s main 
source of foreign exchange 
earnings and an important 
source of government reve-
nue. According to OPEC es-
timates, Iran earned $46.7 
billion from exports of crude 
oil and petroleum products 
last year.
Valiollah Salehi, in an inter-
view with ISNA, discussed the Martyred Leader of the 
Islamic Revolution's views on 
the necessity of self-reliance 
and reducing oil dependence.
He stated that in recent years, 
the primary focus of late Aya-
tollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei 
has been on eliminating de-
pendence on oil and oil rev-
enues, as well as promoting 
domestic self-reliance. Salehi noted that the Leader heavily 
stressed the need to strength-
en domestic production and 
rely on indigenous industries 
with the goal of achieving self-sufficiency.
However, the economic expert 
mentioned that the efforts 
made in this area have re-
ceived little public attention; 
for instance, numerous mea-
sures have been implement-
ed to reduce the budget's re-liance on oil, which requires 
better public communication.Referring to the annual La-
bor Week meetings between workers and the Leader, Sale-
hi described these gatherings 

as an annual tradition. He noted that the Leader's year-
ly speeches to the working 
community demonstrated his 
deep attention to labor, pro-
duction, and employment.
According to Salehi, Ayatol-
lah Khamenei consistently 
stressed the importance of 
agreement and understand-
ing between workers and em-
ployers, urging them to stand 
side by side.
He added that another key is-sue emphasized by the Lead-
er was boosting production 
across all sectors, including 
agriculture, industry, and knowledge-based fields.The Martyred Leader's per-
spective was that production 
drives economic growth and 
prosperity, and resolving 
people's economic problems 
leads to social welfare.
The economic expert also identified the management of 
tax collection as a method to reduce inequality. He pointed 
out that tax revenues have not 
been properly managed, and 
if they were, many families 
would have felt the positive 
impacts. Salehi explained that 
people generally expect to 
see the tangible effects of tax 
collection in their daily lives. 
They want to know how those 

revenues are spent; therefore, 
if the public is informed that 
taxes and duties are being 
allocated to the country's 
development and prosperity, 
they will be more encouraged 
to participate.
Addressing the challenges 
facing the production sector despite the Martyred Leader's 
emphasis, Salehi recalled that the Leader always advocated 
for productive employment 
and investment in the pro-
duction sector.
Salehi observed that in recent years, most official slogans 
have focused on supporting 
domestic production, employ-
ment, and investment, carry-
ing a distinct economic tone and content. Consequently, 
he argued, the country must 
shift towards productive em-
ployment and distance itself 
from rent-seeking and bro-
kerage activities, as society 
can only advance on the path 
of development when it relies 
on domestic production.
Discussing the Resistance 
Economy policy championed by the Martyred Leader, 
Salehi described it as a form 
of resilience. He noted that 
perhaps before the recent 
US-Israeli war began on Feb. 
28, people did not fully ex-

perience this resilience, but 
the wartime condition made 
them more familiar with it. He 
added that the government 
also played its role effectively 
by ensuring the timely sup-
ply of food and basic goods, 
thereby eliminating concerns 
about commodity shortages.
Touching upon the issue of 
food security, Salehi added that if the Leader emphasized 
ensuring food security in his 
directives, a key component 
of that is providing basic 
goods.
He mentioned that stockpiling 
goods, particularly wheat and 
agricultural inputs, is another 
crucial element. Therefore, the Leader stressed the need 
to maintain the food supply 
chain and focus on securing 
households' livelihoods.
Salehi said most agricultural 
products consumed in Iran 
are produced domestically, 
describing this as a major 
strength of the agricultur-
al sector. He added that the 
country also exports surplus 
agricultural products.
He concluded that the agri-
cultural sector holds signif-
icant potential that must be 
utilized further to improve productivity, self-sufficien-
cy, and food security. Stating 
the need to transition from 
traditional to modern agri-culture, Salehi identified the 
creation and expansion of 
agro-industrial cooperatives 
as a highly effective option 
in this regard. He suggested 
that numerous actions can be 
taken in the agricultural sec-
tor, such as halting the pro-
duction of water-intensive 
crops and instead developing those that require less water. 
He also pointed out that there 
are vast areas of barren land 
that could be brought under 
cultivation.
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Culture at Heart ...

Kazakhstan emphasizes transit 

cooperation with Iran, backs 

logistics hub at Shahid Rajaee port

Art that reflects hope, justice, hu-
man dignity, and national identity 

can make a lasting 
contribution to a 

society's cultural development. Ac-
cordingly, support for committed 
and creative artistic expression, 
alongside respect for freedom of 
thought and artistic innovation 
within the framework of society's 
values, remained a recurring theme 
in his meetings with artists and cul-tural figures.
Another prominent feature of this 
intellectual framework is its empha-
sis on young people and the coun-
try's intellectual elite. In the "Second 
Phase of the Revolution" statement, 
young people are presented not 
simply as the audience for cultural 
policies but as the principal driving 
force behind transformation and na-
tional progress. Trusting the young-
er generation, empowering them 
to innovate, encouraging initiative, 
and fostering a sense of responsibil-
ity—alongside strengthening both 
national and religious identity—are regarded as essential prerequisites 
for building the country's future. 
This perspective views culture not 
as a static phenomenon but as a 
dynamic process in which every 
generation has a role to play in pre-
serving, renewing, and advancing it.
Progress itself is also understood 
as a multidimensional concept. Economic growth, scientific devel-
opment, defense capabilities, and 
technological advancement are all 
indispensable, yet none of them 
alone can guarantee the well-being 
of a nation. If these achievements 
are not accompanied by justice, eth-
ics, spirituality, social responsibility, 
and cultural identity, society may 
face social and moral crises despite 
enjoying material prosperity. It was 
for this reason that he consistent-
ly emph asized that development should serve human flourishing and 
strengthen society rather than be 
reduced solely to improvements in 
economic indicators.Another defining feature of this 
perspective is the distinction it draws between benefiting from the world's scientific achievements and 

imitating foreign cultural models. 
Within this framework, embracing 
science, technology, and successful 
global experiences is not only con-
sidered acceptable but essential to 
national progress. At the same time, 
such engagement must go hand in 
hand with preserving cultural in-
dependence, maintaining national self-confidence, and remaining root-
ed in Iran's Islamic-Iranian identity. 
It is therefore no coincidence that, in 
his thought, culture is consistently 
intertwined with the concept of in-
dependence—an independence that 
is rooted less in politics or econom-ics than in cultural self-confidence.Perhaps the defining characteristic of the martyred Leader's cultural 
thought lies in the way it brings to-gether concepts that at first glance 
appear unrelated. Family, schools, 
universities, the media, the arts, the 
economy, science, justice, and even 
national security are all presented 
as interconnected links in a single 
chain whose starting point is cul-
ture. The stronger this foundation 
becomes, the greater society's ca-
pacity for progress, solidarity, and 
resilience in the face of crises. Cul-
ture, therefore, is understood not 
merely as an administrative or pol-
icy domain but as a strategic asset 
for the nation's future.
Now that Iran has lost one of its most influential contemporary lead-
ers, assessing his intellectual legacy 
has become more important than 
ever. Regardless of whether one 
agrees with or criticizes his views, it is difficult to deny that culture oc-
cupied the central place in Ayatollah 
Khamenei's understanding of social 
issues and his vision for Iran's fu-
ture. He believed that civilization is built not first in factories, research 
centers, or political institutions, 
but in the minds, ethics, beliefs, and 
way of life of the people. Perhaps the 
most enduring message of this intel-
lectual legacy is precisely this: that 
the future of every nation is shaped first and foremost by its culture, and 
that investing in culture is, ultimate-
ly, an investment in a sustainable, 
independent, and identity-driven 
future.

Kazakhstan’s Foreign Min-
ister YermeK Kosherbayev 
emphasized expanding 
strategic cooperation with 
Iran and developing transit 
corridors during a visit to 
Tehran, Kazinform report-
ed, including support for a 
planned logistics terminal 
at Iran’s Shahid Rajaee port.
Kosherbayev, in talks with Iranian President Masoud 
Pezeshkian, reviewed the 
implementation of agree-
ments reached during 
Pezeshkian’s visit to Ka-
zakhstan in December 2025 
and discussed regional de-
velopments, Kazinform 
said.
According to IRNA, talks 
between Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi 
and his Kazakh counterpart 
covered bilateral relations, 
cooperation in regional and 
international organizations, 
and ways to expand eco-
nomic ties between Tehran 
and Astana.Kazakhstan’s Foreign Min-
istry said the discussions 

focused on transit and lo-
gistics cooperation, with 
Kosherbayev welcoming 
the allocation of land at 
Shahid Rajaee port for a 
Kazakh logistics terminal.
He described the project 
as an important step in in-
creasing transit capacity 
and export potential. The 
ministry said the terminal 
is expected to boost bilater-
al trade, which rose 26.4% 
in 2025 to $430.2 million.
Kazakhstan signed a $25 
million agreement in June 
to develop a logistics hub at 
the port, which Iranian of-ficials say will support the 
International North-South 
Transport Corridor (INSTC).Aman Malgazhdarov, head of QazExportPromotion, 
said bilateral trade cur-
rently stands at about $400 
million and could rise two 
to three times following the 
project.
The agreement follows 14 
memoranda of understand-
ing signed during a visit by 
Iranian Roads and Urban Development Minister Far-zaneh Sadeq Malvajerd to 
Kazakhstan, originally con-
cluded during Pezeshkian’s 
visit to Astana last year.
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4 Deep DiveHe Defines Piety as Responsible Presence

The Leader of Iran’s Islamic Revolution Ayatollah Seyyed Ali  Khamenei (C) meets with prominent clerics in Tehran, Iran.

  khamenei.ir

The book “An Outline of Is-lamic Thought in the Qur’an” must be considered among the most significant intellec-tual works of the martyred Leader. The importance of this work does not reside solely in its encompassing a collection of Qur’anic and ex-egetical discussions; rather, its significance derives from the fact that, within it, Islam is presented as a comprehen-sive school, a coherent intel-lectual system, and a social and civilizational order.This book is the product of 28 sessions of lectures deliv-ered by the martyred Leader during the blessed month of Ramadan in the Persian calendar year 1353 (1974) in the holy city of Mashhad. At that same time, a summa-ry of these discussions was published; however, the com-plete text of the lectures was transcribed and published after the triumph of Iran’s Islamic Revolution, upon the discovery of the audio tapes of the sessions by the Sahba team. Hence, the book that is presently in our posses-sion is, in actuality, the edit-ed text of those very lecture sessions.To comprehend the impor-tance of this work, one must refer to the introduction that the martyred Leader him-self wrote for it. His primary concern in this introduction is the presentation of Islam as a “social and comprehen-sive school;” a school that possesses coherent and har-monious principles and that is observant of the collective life of human beings.
Islam transcending 
merely individualistic 
systemThe entirety of the martyred Leader’s endeavor in this work is directed toward fill-ing a historical hole in Islamic studies. This hole consists of the absence of a comprehen-sive presentation of Islam in its capacity as a social and civilizational system. In the martyred Leader’s expres-sion, a substantial portion of existing Islamic research has been devoid of this charac-teristic. For this reason, those who compare Islam with modern schools of thought, at times, entertain the notion that modern schools possess more lucid responses to social and political questions. But, in fact, Islam enjoys an immense capacity in this sphere, too, 

yet this capacity has been in-sufficiently elucidated.He considers his objective to be the presentation of the blueprint of an integrated and cohesive school; a scheme that situates the various com-ponents of Islamic thought in relation to one another and that clarifies their relationship vis-à-vis other schools.
Critique of abstract 
approaches to religionOne of the significant cri-tiques advanced in this work is the critique of abstract approaches to religion. Nu-merous Islamic works treat religious questions at the level of mental and abstract concepts; whereas religion ought to possess a social and political extension and ought to be capable of generating obligation, commitment, and a practical program for the individual and for society. In this conception, Islam is not merely a collection of theo-retical propositions; rather, it is a school that must provide solutions and orientations for the administration of the individual and social life of humanity.On the other hand, the mar-tyred Leader emphasizes the scholarly authority of the Holy Qur’an. In his view, the understanding of Islamic principles must be grounded upon the primary texts of the religion and, above all, upon the Holy Qur’an. According-ly, he deems three charac-teristics to be essential for Islamic intellectual studies: the exit from abstraction and sheer subjectivity, a systemic perspective toward Islam-ic knowledge, and reliance upon authentic religious sources, especially the Holy Qur’an.
Faith; commencing 
point of Islam’s 
intellectual systemOne of the most significant modalities for reading this work is the faith-centered and wilayat-centered read-ing. The book commences with the discussion of faith and subsequently proceeds to tawhid, nubuwwah, and wilayat. This sequence is en-tirely meaningful; for, in this perspective, the human being is a dynamic entity, and every movement requires a propel-ling force. The driving engine of the Muslim individual is faith; faith in God, the proph-ets, the Qur’an, and the Day of Resurrection.The martyred Leader speaks of “conscious faith”. If the hu-man being has attained faith in God, he must perceive the world through a tawhidic lens; and, if his worldview becomes tawhidic, his life-style, too, must become 

tawhidic. Hence, faith leads to commitment; commit-ment before God and ad-herence to the execution of His command. However, this commitment is not the end of the trajectory. Conscious and committed faith is gen-erative of action, and its fruit is “righteous deed”. In this conception, righteous deed is the natural product of faith. Faith without action has not reached its ultimate aim and destination.

Faith and the 
establishment of 
religionFrom the martyred Leader’s perspective, the objective is not merely the explanation or propagation of religion; rather, it is the call to the “es-tablishment of religion”. Faith and righteous deed, in an-other expression, constitute the very establishment of religion. For this reason, the reader of his book arrives at the conclusion that he must render his faith more con-scious and more committed and must consider himself responsible before God, the Prophet, and the divine au-thorities. One who proclaims “I bear witness that Muham-
mad (PBUH) is the Messenger of God” has, in actuality, com-mitted himself to obey the Prophet; and one who bears witness to the wilayat of Imam Ali (PBUH) must consid-er himself obligated to follow that wilayat.
A novel interpretation 
of wilayatOne of the interpretative in-novations of the martyred Leader in this work is the nexus between faith, tawhid, and nubuwwah with the concept of wilayat. In this conception, the believing individual does not permit any distance to interpose it-self between him and divine wilayat; whether this wilayat be the wilayat of the Messen-ger of God (peace be upon him), the wilayat of the Infallible Imams (peace be upon them), or 

the wilayat of the compre-hensive-jurisprudent faqih. Here, a longitudinal wilayat is constituted among God, the Prophet, the Imam, and the Umma; and, alongside it, a latitudinal wilayat emerges among the believers them-selves. The third pillar of this system is the cognizance of the enemy and disavowal of the enemy.The martyred Leader grounds wilayat upon three pillars: “love,” “assistance,” 

and “guardianship”; in the sense that the relationship of the believer with God and the divine authorities is a re-lationship predicated upon reciprocal love; a love that culminates in assistance and the acceptance of guardian-ship. This same logic obtains among the believers them-selves.
Governance as wilayatAnother innovation of this work is the possibility of its reading from the perspective of governance. Under the auspices of the noble verse: “Verily, Allah commands you to deliver trusts to their own-ers,” wilayat is referenced as a divine trust. In this concep-tion, every individual must occupy his proper station and must fulfill his responsi-bility correctly.Governance acquires mean-ing when the complex and multi-faceted problems of society are resolved through the cooperation of the people, the rulers, and the official institutions, and when the Umma and the leadership collaborate un-der divine wilayat for the resolution of problems. In his view, faith likewise plays a fundamental role here. The more profound the faith of society, the greater will be the accompaniment of the people with the lead-ership in resolving complex problems; and the outcome of this accompaniment is righteous deed on a social scale.

Strategic and future-
oriented approachOne of the important read-ings of this book is the “strategic reading”. In this perspective, the “strategic human being” is one who contemplates the future and who is concerned with the repulsion of future threats; threats that pertain both to the worldly life of human beings and to their other-worldly existence. In Qur’anic thought, the human being is 

not a self-regulating entity in-dependent of guidance. God is the Protector of humanity, and His legislative protection is realized through religion. If the human being obeys God, he will also enjoy divine pro-tection; and this obedience, in the final analysis, culmi-nates in the establishment of religion.
Problem-oriented 
approachOne of the most crucial teachings of this book is at-tention to strategic and prior-ity problems. The martyred Leader, in this work, explicitly states that many statements are correct; however, one must discern, among correct matters, which is necessary; among necessary matters, which is more necessary; and, among more necessary matters, which is an urgent and vital problem.This work presents a novel methodology in the study of religion. In this method-ology, the understanding of religion commences with faith and subsequently pro-ceeds to tawhid, nubuwwah, and wilayat. This sequence is divergent from the con-ventional structure of theo-logical books. Faith, in this perspective, is not merely a credal proposition; rather, it is the origin of a lifestyle and a mode of existence.
Novel conceptualizationThis work also contains nu-merous innovations in the domain of conceptualiza-

tion. Concepts such as faith, security, piety, expenditure, and hypocrisy are reinter-preted in this work with a strategic perspective. For example, the martyred Leader, concerning the con-cept of expenditure, states that the mere bestowal of wealth and money is not the criterion; rather, true expenditure is that which is directed toward address-ing needs and resolving the priority problems of society.A significant innovation is also discernible in the mar-tyred Leader’s thought con-cerning the concept of taqwa (piety). Taqwa does not merely signify abstention and with-drawal; rather, it signifies responsible presence in the arena and conscious move-ment along the path of dan-gers and difficulties. In his view, piety signifies the tak-ing of a shield along the path of performing one’s duty, not the abandonment of the arena.
Systemic 
understanding of 
religionAmong the most important innovations of the martyred Leader in this work is the presentation of a systemic understanding of the verses and traditions. To elucidate this matter, he cites a tradi-tion from Imam Baqir (PBUH), according to which the des-tiny of the human being is linked to the social and polit-ical orientation of the society in which he lives. Employing the analogy of a train, he explains that if the human being is placed upon a tra-jectory whose destination is erroneous, mere individual actions cannot convey him to the desired destination. The purport of this tradition is not the precedence of society over the individual; rather, it is the calling of attention to the reality that the human being cannot consider him-self separate from the social and historical destiny of his society.
Cultivation of the active 
believerThe entirety of the martyred Leader’s endeavor in this work is the cultivation of the “active believer”. The believ-er, in his intellectual system, is not an isolated and passive human being; rather, he is a human being who is defined in connection with religion, the leadership, and other believers; and the leadership constitutes the point of con-nection among the individual believers.
The article first appeared 
in the Persian-language  
newspaper Iran.

Interpretative 
innovations of Iran’s 
martyred Leader

In elucidation of social capacities of Islam

President of the 
Islamic Sciences 
and Culture 
Academy

By Najaf Lakzaei
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In this work, the 
martyred Leader 
considers his 
objective to be 
the presentation 
of the blueprint 
of an integrated 
and cohesive 
school; a scheme 
that situates 
the various 
components of 
Islamic thought 
in relation to one 
another and that 
clarifies their 
relationship vis-à-
vis other schools.

The Leader of Iran’s 
Islamic Revolution 
Ayatollah Seyyed Ali 
 Khamenei takes note 
after reading the Holy 
Qur’an.
  khamenei.ir
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Commemorative group photo 

of Iran’s 2024 Paris Olympic 

and Paralympic delegations 

with the martyred Leader

  IRNA

Mazandaran-based Nassaji suf-
fered a 2–0 home defeat to Teh-
ran’s Havadar in Week 32 of the 
Iranian First Division, marking both their first-ever loss to the capital club and their first defeat 
under head coach Gholamreza 
Enayati. The result reduced Nas-
saji’s lead over closest challeng-ers Mes Shahr-e Babak from five 
points to just two, tightening the 
title race with two matches re-
maining in the season.
According to IRNA, Nassaji 
Mazandaran and Havadar Tehran 
met on Friday in one of the Week 32 fixtures of the Iranian First Di-
vision at Shahid Vatani Stadium 
in Qaemshahr.
Havadar took a more effective approach in the first half and 
opened the scoring in the 41st 
minute through Amir Moham-
mad Sayad, going into halftime 

with a 1–0 lead.
In the second half, Nassaji failed 
to deliver their usual perfor-
mance, and Mazandaran-born 
forward Amin Qasemi-Nejad 
doubled Havadar’s advantage in 
the 53rd minute to secure the 
win.
Although Nassaji had already se-
cured promotion to the Persian 
Gulf Pro League two weeks ear-lier, they fielded a rotated lineup 
featuring several young players 
and were unable to capitalize 
on home advantage. The result 
marked their fourth home defeat of the season and their first loss 
ever against Havadar in head-to-
head meetings.
Meanwhile, Mes Shahr-e Babak 
defeated Shenaavar Sazi Qeshm 
3–1, cutting Nassaji’s lead at the 
top of the table to just two points 
and setting up a tightly contest-ed finish to the title race with two 
rounds remaining.

Following the announcement of 
the initial Iranian delegation for 
the 2026 Aichi–Nagoya Asian 
Games, comprising 282 athletes 
(191 men and 91 women), and in re-
sponse to a request from the Min-
istry of Sports and Youth to review 
the team composition in light of 
special national circumstances, the 
National Olympic Committee, in 
close coordination with the minis-
try, has completed the revision and finalized the entry list.As a result, the final delegation has been expanded to 308 ath-
letes, consisting of 214 men and 
94 women. The team will compete 
under the name “Minab Angels" 
(Martyrs of Shajareh Tayebeh School), ac-

cording to IRNA.
In its correspondence, the Ministry 
of Sports and Youth emphasized, based on technical and expert 
evaluations, the opinions of sports 
federations, joint meetings of the 
technical supervisory commis-
sion, and national sports policies, 
the importance of a strong Iranian 
presence at the Asian Games as a 
symbol of national unity, cohesion, 
solidarity, and sporting strength on 
the international stage.This decision reflects the ongoing 
close and constructive coopera-
tion between the National Olym-
pic Committee and the Ministry of Sports and Youth, aimed at maxi-
mizing the country’s sporting ca-
pacity for a stronger performance 
at the 2026 Asian Games.

The issue of sports, within 
the intellectual framework 
and perspective of the mar-
tyred Leader of the Islam-
ic Revolution, Ayatollah 
Seyyed Ali Khamenei, was 
not merely considered a 
physical activity or an or-
dinary competition. In his 
statements, he described 
sports as an important and 
strategic arena for achiev-
ing a strong Iran, strength-
ening national identity, 
demonstrating cultural 
power, and utilizing the im-
mense potential of the na-
tion’s youth. His repeated 
emphasis on the obligatory 
nature of champion sports, 
the necessity of developing 
a coherent strategy for 
identifying and nurturing 
talent, as well as his insis-
tence on sports justice and 
special support for female 
champions, all reflect his 
comprehensive approach 
to sports. In this perspec-
tive, sports are regarded 
as a tool for conveying Ira-
nian-Islamic values to the 
world and advancing the 
country’s cultural and pro-
motional objectives.
To examine these issues 
and explain the leader-
ship’s views on sports in 
the country, as well as to 
assess the performance 
of the responsible institu-
tions in this regard, Iran 
Daily conducted a detailed 
interview with Amir-Reza 
Vaez Ashtiani, a political 
and sports affairs expert. 
He has previously served 
as a member of the Tehran 
Islamic City Council, CEO of 
Tehran’s Esteghlal Sports 
Club, and President of the 
Iran Cycling Federation.
 
IRAN DAILY: How do you 
assess the place of sports 
from the perspective of 
the martyred Leader of 
the revolution? It ap-
peared that he paid spe-
cial attention to sports, 

particularly champion 
sports. In what areas was 
this approach evident?
VAEZ-ASHTIANI: Ayatollah 
Seyyed Ali Khamenei always 
had a deep, remarkable, and 
cross-sectoral view of sports. 
He regarded sports not 
merely as an ordinary activ-
ity but as a public necessity 
and consistently encouraged 
all people to engage in them. In the field of champion 
sports, he emphasized sup-
porting the talents of the 
country’s youth in diverse 
disciplines that appeal to 
younger generations and cre-
ating the conditions neces-
sary for success at continen-
tal and global levels. With a 
clear understanding of Iran’s 
demographic structure as a 
young nation, he continual-
ly stressed the optimal use 
of this population capacity 
in sports and believed that 
the country’s sports sector 
required a coherent strategy 
for identifying and develop-
ing talented individuals.
Another fundamental aspect 
of his perspective was the 
issue of sports justice, which 
he repeatedly emphasized. 
Sports justice means adopt-

ing a compre-
hensive and 

fair approach 
toward all sports 

disciplines and ensuring that 
the Ministry of Sports, as the 
primary authority, pursues 
equitable policies toward ev-
ery discipline.
He also paid special atten-
tion to and consistently em-
phasized women’s sports, 
as Iranian women have 
achieved outstanding suc-cess in numerous fields. He 
pursued this support from 
both the standpoint of jus-
tice and cultural and social 
considerations.
We recall one of our female 
champions, Somayeh Hey-dari, the first Iranian wom-
an to win a Kurash medal 
at the Asian Games. When Korean officials insisted that 
she wear a tracksuit on the podium, she firmly stated, “I 
will only go with my chador.” 
This action was praised by 
the martyred Leader.
Another highly important 
and subtle point that he 
raised during one of his 
meetings with champions 
from various sports — and 
one that, in my opinion, re-ceived insufficient attention 
from the media — was his 

warning about the infiltra-tion of mafia networks into 
the country’s sports sector. 
This warning demonstrat-
ed his careful monitoring of 
controversies and criticisms 
within sports, especially 
football. He did not limit his 
attention to political, eco-
nomic, and cultural matters; 
rather, he closely followed all 
sectors, including sports.
Through reports and feed-
back received from con-cerned figures in the sports 
community, he concluded that the danger of the expan-sion of mafia networks in 
sports was serious and that 
such phenomena should not 
be viewed as limited solely 
to the economic sphere. This 
insight and timely warn-
ing remain an undeniable 
necessity, because sports 
should be a clean environ-
ment free from such issues. 
Therefore, relevant authori-
ties — including the Ministry 
of Sports, federations, and 
clubs — are obliged to take 
the necessary measures to 
prevent the penetration and formation of mafia structures 
within sports disciplines.

To what extent has the 
martyred Leader’s jus-

tice-oriented approach to 
sports and his recommen-
dation to combat mafia 
networks been taken seri-
ously and implemented by 
sports federations and the 
Ministry of Sports?
It must be acknowledged 
that in any organization 
or institution, from minis-
tries to federations, when discussing the fight against 
misconduct and irregular-ities, the first and most im-
portant requirement is the 
selection of competent and 
trustworthy individuals for 
the task. Managers who are expected to raise the ban-ner of combating mafia net-
works alongside their other 
responsibilities must them-
selves be immune from be-
ing absorbed into such cor-
rupt systems.
Unfortunately, it appears 
that some current deci-
sion-makers in the sports 
sector have either become 
integrated into these invis-
ible structures and aligned 
themselves with them for 
the sake of survival, or those 

who intend to confront them lack sufficient power and 
support, and such efforts 
may even jeopardize their 
positions.
In any case, two major con-
cerns remain sports justice and vigilance against mafia influence. Today, we are wit-
nessing the emergence of ma-fia networks in certain sports 
disciplines; networks whose 
roots can also be traced to the 
international level.
 
The martyred Leader 
placed special emphasis 
on champion sports and 
even described them as 
“not only necessary but 
obligatory.” He linked 
champion sports to na-
tional identity. What was 
the reason behind this 
emphasis?
The late Leader’s perspec-
tive was based on the princi-
ple that emphasizing cham-
pionship means a powerful 
presence on the global stage, 
winning medals, hearing the 
national anthem played, and reflecting the conduct and 
character of Iranian athletes 
in the international arena in 
a way that conveys the rich 
culture of our country.
That same female champion 
who stood on the podium 
wearing full Islamic hijab 
while holding her child 
delivered a powerful and 
enduring cultural message 
to the world. Today, sports 
are no longer merely physi-
cal competitions; they have 
become an effective instru-
ment for transmitting cul-
tural, political, social, and 
economic messages.
Consider the FIFA World Cup, 
where certain cultural ab-
normalities, such as the pro-
motion of LGBTQ symbols 
during the 2026 World Cup, or specific symbols displayed 
during the London Olympics, 
are openly promoted. By 
contrast, we see Japanese 
spectators cleaning their 
seating areas after matches, a 
behavior that communicates 
a valuable cultural message 
to the world.
Therefore, when our cham-
pions stand on the podium, 
they should symbolize a 
champion nation that dis-
plays its values. The mar-
tyred Leader believed that 
championship provides the 
best platform for conveying 
and showcasing Iranian-Is-
lamic values. International 
sporting success not only 

brings honor but also proj-
ects Iran’s name, national anthem, and flag onto the 
global stage for the world to 
see and hear.
 
The late Leader proposed 
the strategy of “A Strong 
Iran Through Strong 
Sports.” How do you assess 
this strategy, and how can 
it be realized?
He had a strategic per-
spective on sports that extended far beyond its 
recreational functions. On 
the one hand, sports have 
become an unparalleled 
promotional tool in today’s 
world. The fame of stars 
such as Cristiano Ronaldo 
and Lionel Messi attracts 
millions of followers world-
wide and, in some cases, 
surpasses the recognition 
of presidents and senior international officials. This 
demonstrates the glob-al significance of sports, 
which should not be over-
looked.
Champion sports can be 
used to advance cultural, 
promotional, and even eco-
nomic objectives. Unfortu-
nately, at present, sports 
contribute nothing to the 
country’s Gross Domestic 
Product (GDP), whereas de-
veloped countries derive 
between 3 and 4 percent 
of their economies from 
professional and champion 
sports. This is a major loss 
rooted in the absence of ef-ficient management.
In addition, our sports di-
plomacy is very weak. With 
strong sports diplomacy, 
numerous positions and 
seats in various internation-
al sports organizations could 
be secured. From a cultural 
perspective as well, some 
domestic competitions have 
witnessed incidents that are 
inconsistent with Iranian 
culture and ethics, indicat-
ing that we have failed to 
utilize sports as a means of 
promoting chivalry, sports-
manship, and moral values.
Although some sports have prominent figures who em-
body these qualities, overall 
we have performed weakly 
in this area. Therefore, it is 
essential for those responsi-
ble for the country’s sports 
sector to pursue the guid-
ance of the martyred Lead-
er more seriously and, in 
particular, to give practical expression to the cultural 
dimensions he emphasized.

Martyred Leader’s view of sports  
as strategic national asset

Sports Desk
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Iran expands  
2026 Asian Games squad

Amir-Reza Vaez Ashtiani
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Iran's National Post Company, in part-
nership with the Government Informa-
tion Council Secretariat, has launched 
the nationwide ‘Letter to the Martyred 
Leader’ campaign during the farewell 
and funeral ceremonies for the mar-
tyred Leader of the Islamic Revolution, 
inviting the public to submit handwrit-
ten messages in tribute.
Participants may mail their letters to Post Office Box 8811-15875 through post offices nationwide or designated 
postal collection points along the fu-neral route until July 16, 2026.
The organizers said the handwritten tributes will be compiled into a deluxe 
commemorative volume, preserving personal reflections and expressions 
of loyalty as a lasting cultural record 
of the national tribute to the martyred 
Leader of the Islamic Revolution.

In recent years, the growing 
use of melodies borrowed from 
popular music and well-known 
songs in mourning elegies has 
sparked widespread debate 
over the authenticity of this 
ritual art. While the mourning 
elegy remains one of the most 
important vehicles for convey-
ing the message of Ashura in 
Shiite culture, some scholars ar-
gue that moving away from its 
traditional melodic structures 
could weaken both its spiritual 
function and cultural identity.
In Iranian-Shia culture, the rec-
itation of mourning elegies is 
far more than a musical form. 
It is a medium for conveying 
the meaning, emotion and his-
tory of Ashura. Over centuries, 
it has forged a profound bond 
between society and the trag-
edy of Karbala, becoming an 
integral part of the people's 
religious identity. In recent de-
cades, however, social change, 
media expansion and growing 
competition for audiences have 

reshaped both the structure and 
content of mourning elegies.
The adoption of melodies bor-
rowed from popular entertain-
ment music, changing audience 
tastes and the influence of social 
media have, according to some 
experts, distanced mourning el-
egies from their authentic roots. 
Others, however, stress the need 
for innovation and adaptation 
to contemporary realities. The 
real challenge is finding the bal-
ance between artistic creativity 
and preserving authenticity, a 
balance that will determine the 
future of this ritual tradition.
To explore these issues, Iran Daily 
spoke with Hooshang Javid, a se-
nior researcher of Iranian region-
al music and ritual chants and 
founder of several festivals dedi-
cated to ritual and ethnic music.
 
IRAN DAILY: Why have today's 
mourning elegies drifted away 
from authenticity?
HOOSHANG JAVID: This trend began in the late 1990s and gath-ered momentum in the mid-2000s. 
Several factors contributed to it, 
including changes in government 
approaches and cultural policies 
introduced with successive lead-
ership changes in cultural insti-
tutions. During that period, many 

religious elegy reciters began us-
ing melodies from popular street 
songs and media productions, 
while some even borrowed tunes 
from singers based abroad. In my 
view, this caused serious harm to 
the composition and recitation of 
mourning elegies.
At the time, I published some of 
the earliest critiques of this trend 
in Maqam magazine, warning that 
reciting a mourning elegy is fun-
damentally different from singing. 
Those who chose this path gener-
ally lacked a proper understanding 
of the roots of ritual melodies and 
the authentic vocal traditions of 
religious music, resulting in unde-
sirable changes to the structure of 
mourning elegies.

What damage does using song 
melodies cause?

The book Kitab 
al-Aghani, written b y 
Abu al-Faraj al-Isfahani, recounts that the great musician Abu Isḥaq Ibrahim al-Mawṣili, on his death-
bed, advised his son, "Do not set a 
mourning elegy to the melody of a 
song; instead, compose the song 
for the mourning elegy."
His reasoning was that using un-
suitable melodies distracts lis-
teners from the message of the 
mourning elegy while diminishing 
its dignity and spiritual purpose.
When one of the greatest musicians 
of his era offered such advice, it shows that this concern has exist-
ed for centuries. In my view, using 
entertainment-based melodies for 
mourning elegies is inappropriate, 
although some continue to do so to-
day in an effort to retain audiences.

Where is the line between inno-
vation and harming tradition?
Innovation is valuable only when it 
grows from a deep understanding 
of tradition, not through imitation 
of non-ritual music.
Anyone who truly understands the 
foundations of ritual melody, vocal 
styles and the structure of religious 
music can compose a new mourn-
ing elegy without compromising 
its identity.But once mourning elegies begin 
following the patterns of commer-
cial or entertainment music, they 
have already moved beyond the 
framework of ritual music.
 
What role have the media and 
social media played?
Traditional media and social media have both played a significant role 
in spreading this trend.
Competition for audiences has 
led some religious elegy reciters 
to adopt familiar, popular melo-
dies in order to attract more lis-
teners. Over time, however, this 
approach gradually weakens the 
authenticity of religious ritual 
music.
 
What should be done to restore 
authentic traditions?
In my opinion, the primary respon-
sibility lies with the country's cul-
tural institutions, particularly the 
Ministry of Science, Research and 
Technology, the Ministry of Culture 

and Islamic Guidance, and the Min-
istry of Cultural Heritage, Tourism 
and Handicrafts.
It is regrettable that after decades, 
Iranian universities still lack spe-
cialized academic programs de-
voted to ritual arts, religious music 
or Iran's traditional ceremonial 
practices.
Although the country has distin-
guished researchers, professors and 
composers capable of teaching this 
heritage through rigorous academ-
ic study, higher education contin-
ues to focus primarily on Western 
music, while Iran's regional musical 
traditions receive only limited at-
tention in university curricula.
These three institutions should 
work together to establish special-
ized academic programs dedicated 
to ritual arts so this heritage can be 
passed on to future generations in 
a scholarly, documented and au-
thentic manner.
Otherwise, if the current trend 
continues, this heritage will un-
dergo even greater cultural trans-formation over the next decade.
Today,  even the styles of 
chain-beating rituals and cere-
monial movements have grad-
ually changed over the past two 
decades, yet no serious effort has 
been made to study or guide these 
developments. Unless cultural in-
stitutions address the issue, the 
drift away from authentic tradi-
tions will continue.

Golestan Palace opens damaged 

heritage site to international media

Iran launches public letter campaign 

honoring martyred Leader

Preserving soul of mourning elegy through authentic melody

 
 More than 150 internation-
al journalists, photographers 
and television crews visited 
Tehran’s UNESCO-listed Go-
lestan Palace this week to 
document restoration work 
and assess damage sus-
tained during recent attacks, 
according to Iran’s Ministry 
of Cultural Heritage, Tour-
ism and Handicrafts.
The ministry organized the 
visit while foreign media 
delegations were in Iran to 
cover ceremonies marking 
allegiance, farewell and fu-
neral observances for the 
martyred Leader, IRNA re-
ported.
Reporters toured the pal-
ace’s Mirror Hall and other 
affected sections wearing 
protective helmets, a visi-

ble sign that conservation 
work remains under way. 
Scaffolding stood alongside 
the palace’s celebrated mir-
ror mosaics, creating what officials described as a strik-ing juxtaposition of Persian 

architectural splendor and 
painstaking restoration ef-
forts.Heritage experts and site 
guides briefed visiting media on the extent of the damage, 
the historical and artistic 

significance of the complex, 
and ongoing stabilization 
and restoration plans. Jour-nalists filmed damaged 
areas, documented con-
servation work in progress 
and interviewed specialists 
about preservation stan-
dards and the palace’s global 
cultural importance.
The visit turned the Qa-jar-era complex into a tem-
porary hub of international 
cultural reporting, with live 
broadcasts and video re-
ports transmitted directly 
to newsrooms around the 
world. Dozens of cameras 
and satellite transmission units filled the historic site 
as foreign correspondents 
sought to provide detailed, 
documented accounts of the 
palace’s condition.Officials said the tour was 
intended not only to show-
case restoration efforts but 
also to show the broader re-
sponsibility of safeguarding 
humanity’s shared cultural heritage in times of conflict.

 The Cinema Organization 
of Iran opened a photo exhibition on Friday show-
casing the late Leader of 
the Islamic Revolution Aya-
tollah Seyyed Ali Khame-

nei's meetings with Irani-an filmmakers, alongside 
tributes from the country's 
cinema community, as part 
of a four-day cultural pro-
gram held ahead of the na-
tional farewell ceremonies 
in Tehran.

Staged at the Documentary, Experimental & Animation 
Film Center (DEFC) in Teh-
ran's Shahid Qandi Square, the exhibition runs from July 3 to July 6 under the ban-
ner Filmmakers' Gathering Place, welcoming filmmak-
ers, media professionals and 
the public, IRNA reported.The exhibition features 
photographs document-

ing Ayatollah Khamenei's 
meetings with directors, 
actors and other cinema figures over the years, as 
well as handwritten and 
published memorial mes-
sages released by mem-bers of Iran's film industry 
following his martyrdom.A 90-minute video program 
is also screening throughout 
the event, bringing together 

archival footage of the Lead-
er's remarks on cinema, 
his assessments of selected Iranian films, and his reflec-
tions on the cultural signif-icance of filmmaking. The 
program also includes rare 
archival images from the 
National Film Archive of Iran 
highlighting his interactions with filmmakers.
The gathering forms part of 

the broader cultural initia-tives accompanying the offi-
cial farewell ceremonies for 
the martyred Leader, whose 
funeral and burial events 
are scheduled to take place from July 4 through July 9 in 
Tehran, Qom, Najaf, Karbala 

and Mashhad.The exhibition seeks to 
preserve a visual record of 
the Leader's longstanding 
engagement with Iranian cinema while reflecting the 
industry's tribute to his 
cultural legacy.

Cinema pays tribute to  
martyred Leader  
in photo exhibition

Arts & Culture Desk

Arts & Culture Desk
Arts & Culture Desk

The photo shows a campaign poster for Iran's ‘Letter to the Martyred Leader’ initiative, featuring a 

commemorative stamp depicting the clenched fist of the late Leader, Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei.

irandaily.ir newspaper.irandaily.ir IranDailyWeb

 Editorial Dept. Tel

 Address

 Advertising Dept. Tel/Email

 Website

 Email

+98 21 84711560208, Khorramshahr Ave., Tehran, Iran+98 21 88500601/irandaily@iranagahiha.comwww.irandaily.ir/newspaper.irandaily.irirandaily@icpi.ir

 License Holder

 Publisher

 Chair of ICPI Board of Directors

 ICPI CEO

 Senior Editor-in-chief

 Editor-in-chief

Islamic Republic News AgencyIran Cultural & Press Institute 
Sadegh Hossein Jaberi Ansari 

Ali Motaghian

Hadi Khosroshahin 

Asgar Ghahremanpour

Vol. 8156  Sunday, July 5, 2026  100,000 rials  6 pages

Journalist

By Alireza Sepahvand

I N T E R V I E W

E X C L U S I V E

  IRNA

International journalists wearing protective hard hats tour the Mirror 

Hall of Tehran's UNESCO-listed Golestan Palace to document ongoing 
restoration work and assess damage following recent attacks.
  IRNA
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