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Foreign policy

doctrine, strategy of
Ayatollah Khamenei

‘E By Edris Khosravi

-_,‘Palitical affairs expert
OPINION

EXCLUSIVE

Political scientists have long
proposed different models to ex-
plain how states formulate for-
eign policy. Graham Allison, for
example, identified the rational
actor model, the bureaucratic
politics model and the govern-
mental politics model. Yet one
factor has often received less at-
tention: the personal character-
istics of those who make foreign
policy, particularly national lead-
ers. While many scholars argue
that personality has only a lim-
ited effect on a country’s broad
strategic direction, in some
political systems it shapes the
entire decision-making process.
Iran has been one of the clearest
examples of this dynamic.
Following the passing of Aya-
tollah Ruhollah Khomeini,
Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei
assumed Iran’s leadership and
became the country’s highest
authority on foreign policy. Hav-
ing previously served as pres-
ident, he built his diplomatic
doctrine around three guiding
principles of dignity, wisdom
and expediency. From the be-
ginning of his leadership until
his martyrdom, these concepts
served as the strategic frame-
work for Iran’s external rela-
tions. Broadly speaking, his for-
eign policy can be understood
through five central pillars.

Triad of dignity, wisdom,
expediency

At the core of his foreign policy
stood a framework he personal-
ly articulated.

Dignity meant rejecting domi-
nation by foreign powers while
preserving national authority
and independence. Within this
framework, yielding to or plead-
ing with major powers was con-
sidered unacceptable.

Wisdom emphasized rational
decision-making grounded in
careful assessment of interna-
tional realities and collective
judgment.

Expediency recognized that
when the preservation of the
state and national interests re-
quired it, pragmatic flexibility
was permissible, provided it did
not come at the expense of fun-
damental principles.

Rejecting hegemony,
pursuing strategic
independence

A defining feature of his world-
view was opposition to what he
described as the international
system of domination, partic-
ularly that led by the United
States. This outlook was rooted
in Iran’s historical experience,
including Washington’s role in
the 1953 coup and its support
for Saddam Hussein during the
eight-year Iran-Iraq War.

He argued that frameworks
dictated by a hegemonic power
should never shape Iran’s for-
eign policy. In his view, indepen-
dence was not simply a political
slogan but a form of strategic
self-reliance that allowed Iran
to make decisions according to
its own interests rather than ex-
ternal pressure during critical
moments.

Regional priorities, Axis
of Resistance

Another defining element of
his doctrine was the belief that
military strength underpinned
diplomatic leverage.

He viewed West Asia as Iran’s
strategic depth and regarded
support for resistance move-
ments not only as an ideolog-
ical commitment but also as
a practical means of keeping
threats away from Iran’s bor-
ders while strengthening de-
terrence against Israel and the
United States. Throughout his
leadership, he consistently em-
phasized the expulsion of ex-
tra-regional military forces from
the region.

Looking East, building
ties with emerging
powers

Iran’s relationship with Rus-
sia formed an important part
of what became known as the
“Look to the East” strategy, re-
flecting broader changes in the
global balance of power.

In international relations theo-
ry, adopting a Look to the East
policy generally means reduc-
ing dependence on traditional
Western power structures while
strengthening engagement with
emerging powers across Asia
and the Pacific. For Iran and
Russia, this approach centered
on building a strategic partner-
ship designed to resist external
pressure and challenge a unipo-
lar international order.

Their cooperation rests on sev-
eral foundations.

First is the balance of power.
From a realist perspective, both
countries seek to counterbal-
ance powers they regard as
threatening their security, mak-
ing cooperation a tool against
regional unilateralism.

Second is energy security and
economic cooperation. As two
of the world’s largest energy
producers, Iran and Russia have
sought to expand collaboration
on energy infrastructure, trans-
port corridors such as the Inter-
national North-South Transport
Corridor, and financial arrange-
ments that reduce dependence
on Western systems, including
SWIFT.

Third is technological and de-
fense cooperation. With access
to Western technology increas-
ingly restricted, industrial part-
nerships and technical exchang-
es have become another pillar of
bilateral relations.

Although the late Leader repeat-
edly stressed that Iran’s foreign
policy should not be confined to
any single geopolitical direction,
in recent years he placed partic-
ular emphasis on two comple-
mentary strategies.

The first was deepening stra-
tegic relations with China and
Russia as the center of global
power gradually shifted toward
Asia, creating a counterweight
to Western pressure and uni-
lateral policies. Iran’s long-term
strategic agreements with both
countries reflected this ap-
proach.

The second was support for
_mul.tilat.eral Page3 >
institutions
such as the Shanghai Coopera-
tion Organization and BRICS as
vehicles for moving beyond a
unipolar international order.

Mourners bid farewell

to Leader in holy

city of Qom ..

People hold a mass funeral procession for Iran’s martyred Leader Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei and his family members, who were assassinated on February 28 in Israeli and US
airstrikes, in Qom, Iran on July 7, 2026.
khamenei.ir
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Mourners bid farewell to Leader

in holy city of Qom

C National Desk

Funeral proceedings for the mar-
tyred Leader of the Islamic Revolu-
tion Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei
concluded in the country's holy city
of Qom on Tuesday as millions of
people paid their respects to him af-
ter a massive procession in the capi-
tal the day before.

Mourners gathered at the Holy Jam-
karan Mosque in Qom to offer funeral
prayers for the martyred leader and
members of his family.

The funeral prayer was led by Grand
Ayatollah Abdullah Javadi Amoli on
Tuesday morning, drawing millions
of worshippers, religious scholars,
government officials, military com-
manders, and other dignitaries.
Following the prayer, the bodies were
taken to the Shrine of Hazrat Fatima
Masumeh as large crowds arrived in
Qom from across the country.

The multi-day funeral began on Fri-
day with Ayatollah Khamenei’s body
lying in state at Tehran’s Imam Kho-
meini Mosalla and foreign dignitaries
and religious figures paying their re-
spects. It continued on Saturday and
Sunday with a public farewell and
prayers, respectively.

On Monday, large crowds packed the
streets of Tehran as the funeral con-
voy made its way through the Iranian
capital.

The ceremonies will continue in
neighboring Iraqg on Wednesday.
Iraqi authorities have finalized
preparations for a three-stage fu-
neral, with official ceremonies in
Najaf followed by public processions
across the holy city and Karbala,
where massive crowds are expected
under extensive security and logisti-
cal arrangements.

The final funeral rites are set to take
place on Thursday in the northeast-
ern Iranian city of Mashhad, where
Ayatollah Khamenei will be buried
at the shrine of Imam Reza (As), the
eighth Shia Imam, in accordance with
the martyred Leader's will.
Ayatollah Khamenei was assassi-
nated, alongside some of his family
members, on February 28, the first
day of the 40-day illegal war of ag-
gression waged by the United States
and the Israeli regime against Iran.
The Assembly of Experts subse-
quently appointed Ayatollah Seyyed

Mojtaba Hosseini Khamenei as the
new Leader of the Islamic Revolu-

tion.

IQNA

People hold pictures of the martyred Leader of the Islamzc Revolutlon
Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei as they bid farewell to him during a
funeral procession in the holy city of Qom, Iran, on July 7, 2026.

Iran warns Trump to speak with respect
or face ‘different language’

( International Desk )

Iran’s secretary of the Supreme
National Security Council (SNsC)
advised the US president to speak
to the Iranian people with respect
after Donald Trump renewed mili-
tary threats against Iran if no deal
is reached between the two coun-
tries.

Speaking to reporters in the Oval
Office, US President Donald Trump
said Monday that the US will win
the Iran war "one way or the oth-
er"

"We're either going to make a deal,
or we're going to finish the job. It
won't be tough to finish the job,"
Trump declared.

In a statement issued on Monday,
the SNSC’s secretary Mohammad
Bagher Zolghadr directly ad-
dressed the US president, describ-
ing him as “delusional” for threat-
ening Iran’s 91 million people.
“To the delusional President of
America, who today threatened
91 million Iranians, I say: Previ-

-

Mohammad Bagher Zolghadr
IRNA

ously, as the president of a root-
less country with a mere 250-year
history, you spoke in similar terms
about erasing Iran’s several-thou-
sand-year-old civilization. The
only result for you was defeat,
helplessness, and desperate pleas
for negotiations and ceasefire,”
Zolghadr said.

He emphasized that Iranians are
unfamiliar with and unmoved by
the language of threats from for-
eigners.

“Iranians are not familiar with
the language of threats. There-
fore, speak to the Iranian people
with respect; otherwise, we will
respond to you in a different lan-

guage,” the senior official warned.
Iran and the US signed a 14-point
Memorandum of Understanding
(MoU) on June 17 to end a US-Israe-
li aggression against Iran, which
began in February. The agreement
is not a final peace agreement,
but rather an interim framework
intended to end recent hostilities
and create a roadmap for negoti-
ating a comprehensive deal within
60 days.

Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas
Araghchi also said on Tuesday that
neither the Iranian people nor the
armed forces will be moved by
threats.

After attending the funeral cere-
mony of the martyred Leader in
Qom on Tuesday, Araghchi wrote
in a post on his X account that mil-
lions of proud Iranians gathered
in unity to pay tribute to Ayatollah
Seyyed Ali Khamenei and his en-
during legacy.

“Neither them nor our Brave
Armed Forces are moved by any
threats,” he said.

Iran: German FM’s remarks on Strait of Hormuz
‘srotesque distortion of reality’

( International Desk )

Iranian Foreign Ministry’s spokesman
Esmaeil Baqaei criticized remarks by
German'’s top diplomat on demining
the Strait of Hormuz, describing them
as utterly shameful and a grotesque
distortion of reality.

In a statement on X on Monday, Baqa-
ei said the German official’s rhetoric
exposes Berlin's complicity in the
illegal US-Israeli war of aggression
against the Islamic Republic.

“The German Foreign Minister’s rhet-
oric on the Strait of Hormuz is utterly
shameful — a grotesque distortion of
reality that reeks of Mephistopheles in
Goethe’s Faust,” Baqaei stated.
“Germany must be held fully account-
able for its complicity in military ag-
gression against Iran and bear the
heavy costs of its active participation

in the crime of aggression,” he said.
“No amount of offensive posturing
will allow the Berlin regime to evade
responsibility for its role in this illegal
war and the war crimes committed
against the Iranian people,” Baqaei
said.

The condemnation came after Ger-
man Foreign Minister Johann Wade-
phul publicly opposed any form of
tolls or service fees for transit through
the Strait of Hormuz and claimed Iran

must ultimately pay for mine-clear-
ance operations while rejecting any
incentives for Tehran’s cooperation.
Wadephul has also insisted the vital
waterway must be reopened “with-
out any restrictions whatsoever” and
without the possibility of levying
charges, a position Iranian officials
view as blatant interference in the Is-
lamic Republic’s sovereign rights.
The Strait of Hormuz remains under
the full and exclusive authority of the
Islamic Republic following the US-Is-
raeli war of aggression.

Iranian forces continue to exercise
intelligent control over all traffic
through the strategic chokepoint.
Senior Iranian lawmakers have re-
peatedly stated that the management
of the Strait of Hormuz is solely Iran’s
responsibility as an inseparable part
of national sovereignty.

Speaker vows punishment for
those behind assassination of
Ayatollah Khamenei

C International Desk )

Iranian Parliament Speaker Mohammad
Bager Qalibaf said the perpetrators be-
hind the assassination of Leader of the
Islamic Revolution Ayatollah Seyyed
Ali Khamenei would ultimately be pun-
ished, stressing that his martyrdom has
strengthened public resolve.

In a message on Monday, Qalibaf praised
the massive funeral procession for the
late Leader, who was martyred on Febru-
ary 28, the first day of the US-Israeli un-
provoked war of aggression against Iran,
emphasizing that the Islamic Republic’s
system would firmly continue to stand.
The parliament speaker also said that
mourning the Leader’s martyrdom had
become “an epic of awareness and re-
solve,” adding that it had “given renewed
momentum to the movement toward the
definitive victory of Islamic Iran and the
Islamic world.”

Addressing public demonstrations in
recent months, Qalibaf noted in his mes-
sage that Iranians had consistently ex-
pressed their strong opposition toward
the United States and Israel.

“The people, who have served as the

Mohammad Baqer Qalibaf
IRNA

driving force and steadfast supporters
of their Revolution for the past 47 years,
have, over the past four months, chanted
‘Death to America’ and ‘Death to Israel’
every night, expressing their hatred and
revulsion toward those who martyred
our Leader and demanding revenge,” he
stressed.

Qalibaf also vowed that those responsi-
ble for attacks on Iran and for the mar-
tyrdom of the Leader, high-ranking offi-
cials and thousands of innocent people
would face punishment.

He further stressed that the “final step of
vengeance” would be achieved through
the “liberation of Holy al-Quds,” from the
shackles of the Zionist regime.
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Economy

Gov't pays solemn tribute to
Ayatollah Khamenei's lofty ideals

AEOI chief

< Economy Desk >

Mohammad Eslami, the head of the
Atomic Energy Organization of Iran
(AEOD), said the Islamic Republic's
nuclear industry gained current
achievements through the guidance
and support of the martyred Leader
of the Islamic Revolution, Ayatollah
Seyyed Ali Khamenei.

Eslami announced in a televised in-
terview on Tuesday that long-term
strategic policies devised under the
martyred Leader laid the foundation
for the development of nuclear tech-
nology and power generation in the
country.

Pointing to the country's scientific
and technological development, Es-
lami said the martyred Leader had
consistently backed strategic sec-
tors, including nuclear technology,
from the outset.

“In both the defense sector and stra-
tegic fields that contribute to nation-
al strength, such as nuclear technol-
ogy, the martyred Leader stood
firmly from the very beginning with
remarkable perseverance.”

Eslami said Ayatollah Khamenei
first emphasized the need to reach
20,000 megawatts of nuclear elec-
tricity generation capacity in 2007,
describing the target as a continuing
national priority.

He said the first unit of the Bushehr
Nuclear Power Plant in southern
Iran is currently in operation, while
construction of the plant's second
and third units is underway.

He added that engineering con-
tracts have already been signed for
a planned 5,000-megawatt nuclear
power plant in the southern Iranian
Hormozgan Province.

Eslami said that under Iran's long-
term development plan, additional
nuclear power plants are expected

to begin entering service around
2030 and 2031 to help supply elec-
tricity for industry and households.
Concluding the interview, Eslami
pointed to the extensive farewell
and funeral ceremonies that have
gone underway to honor the mar-
tyred Leader, saying the turnout
demonstrated that Iranians are a
well-informed nation.

“The massive public turnout and
the slogans chanted by participants
sent a clear message to Iran's ene-
mies, enemies whose actions have
shown that they have no commit-
ment to humanitarian or ethical
principles and pursue only their
own interests," he stated. “With
this awareness, they (the nation) have
chosen a path that brings dignity to
themselves and their country, while
continuously enhancing the nation's
strength.”

Ayatollah Khamenei gave

his life for Iran's progress:
Paknejad

Speaking on Monday on the side-
lines of the funeral ceremony for the
martyred Leader of the Islamic Rev-
olution, Oil Minister Mohsen Pakne-
jad said Ayatollah Khamenei stood
steadfast for the advancement of
Iran until his final breath, sacrificing
his life for the dignity of Islam and
the nation's progress.

"We, the people of Iran, lost a wise
and visionary leader who deeply
believed in his ideals and principles
and stood by them until his final
breath,” he said.

Paknejad emphasized that the mar-
tyred Leader was not only admired
by the Iranian nation and Muslims
around the world but also inspired
freedom-seeking people of other
faiths across the globe.

The oil minister described the loss

as a profound tragedy for the Islam-
ic Revolution, saying the passing of
such an extraordinary figure would
remain an enduring sorrow in the
hearts of the Iranian people.

He added that the massive public
turnout represented not only a fare-
well to the martyred leader but also
arenewed pledge of allegiance to his
successor, Ayatollah Seyyed Mojtaba
Khamenei, reaffirming the ideals of
the Islamic Revolution and demon-
strating the continuity of its path.

Aliabadi: Martyred Leader
stressed self-reliance,
domestic expertise

Energy Minister Abbas Aliabadi
hailed the late Leader's legacy, say-
ing his emphasis on self-reliance,
domestic expertise and confidence
in Iran's capabilities had driven de-
cades of development.

Speaking on the sidelines of funeral
ceremony, Aliabadi said electricity
generation capacity had increased
from about 13,000 megawatts at the
start of the Leader's tenure to more
than 100,000 MW.

The minister added that drinking
water treatment plants had grown
from around 40 to more than 280,
while the number of major national
dams had risen from 29 to over 290,
attributing the progress to policies
pursued under the martyred Lead-
er's guidance.

Agriculture min. lauds
Ayatollah Khamenei’s focus
on food security

Agriculture Minister Gholamre-
za Nouri-Qezeljeh said the late
Leader's guidance had reinforced
the government's commitment to
supporting domestic production,
self-sufficiency and food security.
Nouri-Qezeljeh said the leader had

consistently described food security
as a pillar of national strength and
had advocated support for rural
communities and agricultural pro-
ducers. The minister said the gov-
ernment's strategy would continue
to prioritize domestic production
and farmers, adding that the Lead-
er's directives had provided officials
with a framework for pursuing ag-
ricultural development and self-suf-
ficiency.

Roads minister highlights
late Leader’s path of honor,
dignity

Roads and Urban Development
Minister Farzaneh Sadeq Malvajerd
praised the martyred Leader's lega-
cy, saying he had shown the country
the path to national strength and
that his close connection with the
public would be remembered in
history.

Speaking on the sidelines of the
funeral ceremony in Tehran, Sadeq
Malvajerd said the large turnout re-
flected continued public support for
the Islamic Republic.

The minister said the late Leader
had consistently emphasized pub-
lic participation and national unity;,
adding that some social analysts had
underestimated public sentiment
and that Iran would continue its
development with popular backing.

Ayatollah Khamenei
prioritized workers’ welfare:
Meydari

Minister of Cooperatives, Labor and
Social Welfare Ahmad Meydari said
support for workers had been a key
priority of the late Leader, recalling
what he described as their final
meeting before the Leader's mar-
tyrdom on February 28, 2026.
Meydari said Ayatollah Khamenei

i i

Late Leader of the Islamic Revolution Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei (r) visits Iran’s

W,

nuclear achievements as the head of the Iranian nuclear organization, Mohammad

Eslami (), accompanies him in his visit in June 2023.
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had endorsed government plans to
expand workers' housing and voca-
tional skills training, urging officials
to pursue both initiatives.

Meydari said the Leader's annual
meetings with workers throughout

his tenure reflected his concern for
their welfare and pledged that the
government would remain com-
mitted to advancing policies aimed
at improving workers' living condi-
tions.

Vietnam bills economic cooperation as cornerstone of ties with Iran

Economy Desk >

Vietnamese President To Lam said
economic cooperation should be-
come the main pillar of relations
with Iran, calling for expanded col-
laboration in culture, education and
tourism sectors between Hanoi and
Tehran.

The remark was made as Iran's new-
ly appointed Ambassador to Vietnam

IRNA

Akbar Qassemi presented his creden-
tials to Lam at the presidential pal-
ace in the capital on Monday.
During the meeting, Lam proposed
measures to strengthen bilateral ties,
saying economic cooperation should
take priority while broader exchang-
es in cultural, educational and tour-
ism fields should also be expanded.
According to IRNA, Lam described
his 2023 visit to Iran as productive
and said it had opened a new phase
in bilateral relations. He added that
Hanoi was ready to deepen cooper-
ation with Tehran in areas including
trade, technology, science and nano-
technology.

The Iranian ambassador, for his part,

said Tehran was prepared to expand
consultations and establish expert
working groups to promote political,
economic, parliamentary, commer-
cial, technological, cultural and tour-
ism cooperation.

Qassemi also said Iran's geopolitical
and strategic position had been sig-
nificantly strengthened since March
2026, creating new opportunities for
cooperation between Tehran and Ha-
noi across multiple sectors.

As reported by IRNA, Lam offered
condolences over the martyrdom of
Iran's Leader Ayatollah Seyyed Ali
Khamenei and expressed sympathy
with the Iranian government and
people.

Lam praised Iran's ancient civiliza-
tion and historical heritage, and not-
ed that both countries shared experi-
ences of resisting foreign domination
and valued national resilience.
Qassemi said Iran's martyred Lead-
er held a favorable view of Vietnam's
history and people, often citing the
country's struggle for independence
and its emphasis on self-reliance as
an example of national perseverance.
Lam also welcomed the Islamabad
memorandum of understanding be-
tween Iran and the United States,
expressing hope that the process
would produce more comprehensive
results and contribute to greater re-
gional and global stability.

Foreign policy doctrine ...

Engaging world without
compromising main values
Ayatollah Khamenei did not oppose di-
plomacy itself. Rather, he
Page1 > argued that diplomacy
should serve the broader ideals of the Is-
lamic Revolution.
This meant pursuing what he described
as proactive diplomacy. In the face of in-
ternational pressure, he favored active
engagement and presenting Iran’s case
rather than remaining silent or adopting
a passive posture.
He also emphasized public diplomacy,
arguing that global public opinion, partic-
ularly across the Islamic world, could in-
fluence government policies and therefore
deserved sustained attention.

Enduring external, internal
challenges

Despite these strategic principles, the
Leader consistently acknowledged that

Iran’s foreign policy faced significant ob-
stacles.

Externally, the greatest challenge came
from pressure within the international
system.

Economic sanctions and what he de-
scribed as economic warfare represent-
ed the most powerful instruments used
to weaken Iran’s diplomatic influence
and broader national capabilities. In his
view, the objective was to raise the costs
of Iran’s regional policies until the coun-
try abandoned its principles or retreated
from its commitment to national dignity.
At the same time, efforts by major pow-
ers, particularly the United States, to limit
Iran’s regional influence were aimed at
complicating Tehran’s neighborhood di-
plomacy by creating persistent security
challenges.

He also argued that international actors
often applied double standards, using
one set of rules when discussing diplo-

macy and another when addressing deter-
rence, thereby placing Iran in a position of
chronic international distrust.

Domestic challenges, however, were
equally important.

Perhaps the most difficult task was coor-
dinating military and security institutions
with the country’s diplomatic apparatus.
Without close coordination, contradicto-
ry signals could emerge, with diplomats
advocating negotiations while military ac-
tions suggested escalation, or vice versa.
Managing public expectations also re-
mained a persistent challenge. Under
the strain of economic pressure, many
Iranians sought both the preservation of
national dignity and independence and
the lifting of sanctions to improve living
standards. Reconciling these competing
expectations posed a difficult test for pol-
icymakers.

Finally, limited resources constrained
implementation. Pursuing a strategy of

regional resistance while simultaneously
advancing domestic economic develop-
ment required substantial financial and
human capital, making effective resource
management increasingly difficult under
sanctions.

Overall, the late Leader’s foreign policy re-
cord can be summarized through several
key initiatives and strategic priorities:

1. Engagement with international orga-
nizations: He consistently called for an
active Iranian presence in regional and
international institutions, including the
United Nations and the SCO, as part of his
broader Look to the East strategy.

2. Expanding ties with non-Western coun-
tries: He repeatedly emphasized strength-
ening strategic partnerships with Asian
powers, particularly China and Russia,
while deepening relations with neighbor-
ing states across the region.

3. Support for Axis of Resistance: Under
his leadership, Iran maintained consistent

political and strategic backing for allied
political and armed groups across the
region, including those in Palestine, Leba-
non and Syria, in opposition to Israeli and
US policies.

4. Responding to sanctions: He directed
policymakers to employ economic and
diplomatic tools to counter internation-
al sanctions and reduce their impact by
expanding trade through alternative mar-
kets and financial channels.

5. Playing role in resolving regional dis-
putes: He advocated regional dialogue
among the Persian Gulf states and encour-
aged efforts to ease tensions through re-
gional diplomacy rather than intervention
by extra-regional powers.

In the final analysis, Ayatollah Khamenei
elevated Iran’s position to that of a region-
al power during his years in office, to the
point where few major developments in
the Middle East could be addressed with-
out Iranian participation.
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Martyr Khamenel
and/question of:Iran's autonomy

By Morteza Golpoor
I Deputy editor-in-chief
of Iran Newspaper

O P I NI ON

EXCLUSIVE

Exactly 222 years after Iran’s de-
feat in the Russo-Persian Wars,
Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei
stands as the sole Iranian sover-
eign who, confronting the direct
menace of the Western hegemon-
ic power’s aggression and belliger-
ence, stood fast with his lifeblood
and raised the flag of Iran’s auton-
omy. Consequently, one may re-
phrase the celebrated aphorism of
Jalal Al-e Ahmad thusly: “After 200
years, the blood-drenched body
of Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei
constitutes the reconsolidation of
the historic edifice of Iran’s quest
for autonomy against two cen-
turies of hegemonic Western en-
deavor to dominate this land.”

We have frequently neglected
that our preoccupation over the
preceding two centuries was not
exclusively the promulgation of
law, but also the preservation of
sovereignty; and perchance our
predecessors desired that very
law to safeguard Iran’s autonomy
thereby. Nazem al-Islam Kermani
and other activists antecedent to
and subsequent to Iran’s Consti-
tutional Revolution repeatedly
warned that law must be instituted
to render this nation orderly; oth-
erwise, this country, devoid of legal
framework, would prove incapable
of withstanding the emergent and
novel powers of the globe.

In the 200-old aspiration for au-
tonomy and liberty, both the in-
tellectuals and “the illustrious hi-
erarchy of the ulama” (an appellation
employed during the Qajar epoch for the
religious scholars) were concordant in
orientation and aligned in trajec-
tory. Mirza Yusuf Khan Mostashar
al-Dowleh, who composed the
treatise “One Word” for the es-
tablishment of “law;” was no less
worried regarding the obliteration
of the nation’s sovereignty and the
subjugation of Iran at the hands
of the Europeans than was Hojjat
al-Islam Agha Seyyed Mohammad
Tabatabai, one of the preeminent
figures among the pro-Constitu-
tion clerics.

Nazem al-Islam Kermani belonged
to the clerical class and served as
the superintendent of a novel-style
school denominated “Islam,” which
had been founded by Mr. Tabata-
bai. In his “History of the Iranian
Awakening,” Nazem al-Islam re-
counts that one night, upon visit-
ing the residence of “His Eminence
Hojjat al-Islam,” he discovered him
immersed in profound contem-
plation, with the “Travelogue of
Ebrahim Bey” open before him.
Tabatabai, who himself constitut-
ed one of the “chiefs” of the Mus-
lim Iranian nation (chief of the nation in
contradistinction to chief of the state, which
at that time referred to the monarchical ap-
paratus), requested Nazem al-Islam
to establish a secret society for the
preservation of Iran and the arous-
al of the Iranians.

When, within that clandestine
assembly, certain associates ex-
pressed despair, alleging their in-
capacity to advance “this sacred
enterprise; the law,” Nazem al-Is-
lam reminded them that they now
possessed the backing of one of
the most preeminent clerics of the
age in Tehran, namely, Tabatabai.
This story concerns the preserva-
tion of Iran’s sovereignty and the

restoration of its historically lost
grandeur against the incursion of
the northern neighbor, Tsarist Rus-
sia, and the eastern and southern
neighbor; colonial England.

Later on, the trajectories of the
intellectuals and the clergy di-
verged, a schism that engendered
considerable detriment to [ran —
injuries whose remedy lies solely
in the approximation of the paths
of those two caravans that behold
a single destination. In any case,
the seed of the concept of “Iran’s
strategic isolation” was sown
precisely during this period, an
epoch in which, according to the
contemporary writers, the rope
of Russia from the north and the
rope of England from the south
had been cast about Iran’s neck,
and they were on the verge of
erasing from the face of the earth
the autonomy of the protected Is-
lamic realms and the heir to the
Persian territory.

From those sessions of the secret
society, as recounted by Nazem
al-Islam Kermani, down to the
present day, alongside all the dis-
agreements and divergences of
perspective regarding social, po-
litical, and economic matters, one
contentious issue has been the
following: which path leads to the
preservation of Iran’s autonomy?
This also entails preserving sover-
eignty against powers that, for 200
years until now, have been vastly
superior to Iran in economic and
military terms and have, through-
out these entire 200 years, not
for a single day left Iran in peace.

At one juncture, they severed the
Caucasus and Azerbaijan from us;
at another, Herat and portions of
Balochistan; and at yet another,
sections of the western border and
islands in the southern Persian
Gulf. Their final effort also took
place during the eight-year Sacred
Defense.

[ranians exhibited disparate reac-
tions to these “new neighbors” —
namely, states that shared no com-
mon border with Iran but whose
economic might and military
potency had reached Iran’s fron-
tiers. The Qajars perceived their
salvation in repeated capitulations.
In the next dynasty, Reza Shah
Pahlavi, who sought to align with
Germany as an emergent powetr,
saw his fate sealed on Septem-
ber 11, 1941, by the other great
powers. Subsequently, the Soviets
seized Azerbaijan, and Mohammad
Reza Shah Pahlavi entertained no
hesitation until his final moment
that he must rely upon the United
States.

The Islamic Republic terminated
any form of “positive equilibrium”.
The Islamic Republic discerned
the path to autonomy in “neither
East nor West,” signifying that, to
preserve sovereignty, no conces-
sion ought to be granted to any
hegemonic power, and we shall

g Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei
(2nd row-3rd L) Is seen attending the
opening ceremony of the Assembly
of Experts for the Constitution on
August 19, 1979, where the Iran’s
constitution was later written.
iichs.ir

The strategy of
Martyr Ayatollah
Seyyed AliKhamenei
wasthe preservation
oflran’sautonomy
by Iranitself, not
throughthe backing
ofanyforeign power.
How extraordinary!
Howdid heelect
thisstrategywhen
he had experienced
the crushingweight
of Iran’sisolation
throughoutthe eight
yearsofthe Sacred
Defense?

The large poster displayed at
Valiasr Square in central Tehran,

Iran, on March 10, 2026, depicts

the founder of the Islamic Republic
Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini (1)
watching as his successor the late
Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei (c)
hands over an Islamic Republic
of Iran flag to his son and new
Leader Ayatollah Seyyed Mojtaba
Khamenei.
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rise by our own effort. The strate-
gy of Martyr Ayatollah Seyyed Ali
Khamenei was the preservation of
Iran’s autonomy by Iran itself, not
through the backing of any foreign
power. How extraordinary! How
did he elect this strategy when
he had experienced the crushing
weight of Iran’s isolation through-
out the eight years of the Sacred
Defense? This is the very question
that demands deliberation and
exploration to comprehend why
the Leader of the Islamic Republic,
subsequent to enduring an eight-
year war, did not gravitate toward
positive equilibrium and instead
persisted in his endeavor to
maintain Iran’s sovereignty solely
through reliance upon Iran’s indig-
enous capacities. The response to
these questions elucidates a histor-
ical watershed.

The Ramadan War transformed
the theater of Iran’s autonomy
struggle after 200 years of con-
tention with global powers. Mar-
tyr Khamenei did not deny the
enemy’s military might nor its
audacity in deploying that power:
On February 17, 2026, he declared:
“The president of the United
States... keeps saying we have sent
an aircraft carrier toward Iran!
Very well, an aircraft carrier is, of
course, a perilous instrument; yet
more perilous than the carrier is
the weapon capable of submerging
that carrier to the ocean’s floor”
During the Ramadan War, the
Americans dispatched the aircraft
carrier USS Gerald R. Ford to the
theater of combat to augment
their offensive capability, joining
the USS Abraham Lincoln, which
was already engaged in offensive
operations against Iran in the Gulf
of Oman. The Americans initial-
ly claimed that a fire had broken
out in the laundry facility of the
Gerald R. Ford and that it would
need to proceed to a European
port for repairs. Subsequently,
they announced that the carrier
had been temporarily withdrawn
from operational military deploy-
ment. No one believed that Iran
had inflicted such a calamity upon
that “perilous instrument” until
the president of the United States
himself confessed. Trump stated:
“We knew there was a problem
when we noticed at 1:00 in the
morning every 32 seconds anoth-
er airplane, a very fast plane was
coming off the deck of an aircraft
carrier. That's actually the biggest
aircraft carrier in the world. And
every 32 seconds, boom, boom,
boom. And it was 1 o’clock in the
morning. So we said, ‘OK, I think
we're in trouble. But they were
ready for us, Johnny. And we were
ready. He said, ‘We were ready’
And then they hit us and they
came from 17 different angles.
They were here, they were there,
we ran for our lives.”

Prior to this confession by Trump,
the spokesperson for the Khatam
al-Anbiya Central Headquarters
had stated: “The alteration of this
carrier’s course toward the US
base and its attempt to avoid tran-
siting the Bab el-Mandeb Strait

have raised the question in the
minds of global and regional public
opinion as to why a 13-billion-dol-
lar US warship should harbor fear
and trepidation before several
thousand-dollar fast boats of the
resistance forces?! Although such a
precarious and unstable condition
has, precisely in recent days, also
been induced for the other Amer-
ican carrier, the Abraham Lincoln,
in the Indian Ocean”

The assassination of Martyr
Khamenei also signifies a funda-
mental transformation in Iranians’
attitude toward the West. From the
morning of February 28, 2026, the
blood of Martyr Khamenei became
the point of origin for that transfor-
mation which Hamid Dabashi, the
Iranian professor at the University
of California, denominated a “Co-
pernican revolution” in the mind
and consciousness of Iranians. He
stated: “Today we have entered an
epistemic paradigm shift. An event
has transpired in Iran and in our
intellectual imagination such that
we can no longer regard the world
prior to February 28. For a culti-
vated Iranian, male or female, who
has resisted two savage nuclear
powers for over 30 days, emerged
with honor;, preserved the nation’s
territorial integrity, and now, hav-
ing risen at dawn, is rebuilding
the ruins, constructing bridges, re-
storing universities, and holding in
memory the children hastily bur-
ied — this condition has rendered
our mentality akin to a Copernican
revolution.”

He added: “Whatever internal
conflicts we had, all of these have
now been effaced and vanished.
The time has come to change our
mediator. That is to say, I should
no longer strive, with reference
to a hypothetical and imaginary
white male seated in my mind, to
convince him that as an Iranian, I
possess civilization, history, and
identity and have something to
say to the world. That person no
longer exists in my mind.”

The blood of Martyr Khamenei will
become the origin of Iranians’ in-
tellectual and spiritual revolution
in redefining their relationship
with the East and the West of the
world — a pure blood that shall
irrigate the roots of Iran’s millen-
nia-old tree of autonomy. Sub-
sequent to this war, the Iranian
human being will redefine his or
her relationship with the world, a
world in which “the West” will no
longer occupy the center, and this
is precisely the Copernican trans-
formation in Iran. At the base of
this tree, the blood of the daugh-
ter, son-in-law, and grandchild of
Martyr Khamenei, together with
the blood of the children of Minab,
Lamerd, and Shahrekord, or the
blood of Martyr Ali Larijani and
other pure lifebloods, have been
spilled without any distinction.
The grave offense of these martyrs
was this: being Iranian and refus-
ing to look away from the glorious
path of their beloved homeland’s
sovereign ascendancy.

In the words of the sagacious Mar-
tyr Khamenei, “I am not a person
to be lulled to sleep by the ene-
my’s lullabies.” And in the words
of Martyr Larijani, a disciple of the
school of Khomeini and Khamenei,
who, in response to Trump’s egre-
gious threat to annihilate Iranian
civilization, declared: “The Ashu-
ra-inspired nation of Iran does not
fear your spurious threats. Those
greater than you likewise could
not eliminate the Iranian nation.
Beware lest you yourselves be
eliminated!” The recompense for
such Iranians, who did not flinch
before the threat and intimidation
of the world’s greatest economic
and military power and did not re-
treat a single step from the ideal of
Iran’s autonomy, was martyrdom.

The article first appeared in the
Persian-language newspaper Iran.
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Deep Dive
Critical Thinker Who Shaped Political Islam

Pathologies afflicting Islamic philosophical tradition in eyes of martyred Leader

Restoration of philosophy
to fabric of politics, society

s By Mohsen Mohajernia
Professor of political
philosophy

O P I NI ON

EXCLUSIVE

For the elucidation of the views
of the martyred Leader of Iran’s
Islamic Revolution Ayatollah
Seyyed Ali Khamenei concerning
Islamic political philosophy, one
must first succinctly explain his
intellectual station within the
context of the Islamic political
philosophical tradition.

By “Islamic political philosophy,”
I intend that historical tradition
of philosophical thought within
the Islamic world, a tradition
commencing with al-Farabi,
perpetuating and fortifying it-
self throughout history via Peri-
patetic wisdom, and culminating
ultimately in the philosophy of
the Islamic Revolution. With-
in this tradition’s continuum
and extension reside the “Two
Imams of the Revolution,” name-
ly Ayatollah Khomeini and the
martyred Ayatollah Khamenei.
In this discourse, I shall address
certain axial themes susceptible
to pathologico-examining scru-
tiny from the perspective of the
martyred Leader within Islamic
political philosophy.

Extension of philosophy
into politics, society
Among the most consequential
critiques advanced by the mar-
tyred Leader against Islamic
philosophy is its incapacity to
generate a “social and political
extension”. He maintained that,
notwithstanding the ideational
richness and the presence of il-
lustrious philosophers and sag-
es within this tradition, Islamic
philosophy has failed to acquire
its befitting station in social ex-
istence and the lifeworld of the
faithful, remaining predomi-
nantly at the level of subjectiv-
ism and generalities. In other
words, Muslim philosophers
have seldom arisen in the politi-
cal field to champion “social and
political religion”. This deficien-
cy, however, has been substan-
tially ameliorated by the Islamic
Revolution. Consequently, one
may regard the “philosophy of
the Islamic Revolution” as an
autonomous school alongside
other philosophical schools — a
school wherein the role of Aya-
tollah Khamenei is conspicuous
and within whose framework
this historical shortcoming has
been to a considerable degree
redressed, with the social and
political extension of philosophy
attaining objective realization.

Disused state of
philosophy

Another pathology, partially de-
rivative from that same absence
of philosophy’s social and polit-
ical extension, is the “disused
state of philosophy” within the
Islamic tradition. Naturally,
when philosophy proves inca-
pable of exerting effective pres-
ence in the societal and political
sphere, it becomes marginalized
and distances itself from the
substantive intellectual life of
the community.

Marginalization of
philosophers

In consequence of philosophy’s dis-
used state, philosophers, too, have
been pushed to marginality. From
the martyred Leader’s perspective,
this marginalization has occasioned
Muslim philosophers’ diminished
participation in the theater of polit-
ical praxis and in the strengthening
of philosophical approaches within
social existence.

Obscurity of philosophy,
philosophers

Another outcome of philoso-
phy’s disuse and philosophers’
marginalization is their histor-
ical obscurity. When philoso-
phers remain removed from the
arena of power, active intellec-
tual engagement, and political
practice, they gradually fade

from historical memory as well.
Despite the multiplicity of phi-
losophers and the richness of
philosophical texts in the Islam-
ic world, many of them remain
unknown today; this circum-
stance, in the martyred Leader’s
view, constitutes a grave pathol-
ogy in the history of Islamic po-
litical philosophy.

Interaction with
contemporary intellectual
currents

Another point upon which the
martyred Leader insists is that

Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei
g delivers a speech at the University

of Tehran, Iran, during a

commemoration ceremony for the

martyrdom of Ayatollah Morteza

Motahhari, a prominent Muslim

philosopher.
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Amongthe most
consequential
critiquesadvanced
by the martyred
Leader against
Islamic philosophy
isitsincapacityto
generatea “social
and political
extension”.
Thisdeficiency,
however, hasbeen
substantially
ameliorated by the
Islamic Revolution.
Consequently, one
may regard the
“philosophyofthe
Islamic Revolution”
asanautonomous
schoolalongside
otherphilosophical
schools.

Leader of Iran’s Islamic Revolution
Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei is
seen reading a book in his library

in this newly released image.
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religious culture and thought
have, throughout history, suc-
ceeded in appropriating, puri-
fying, and reproducing external
concepts and elements with-
in an indigenous framework.
Nevertheless, this process has
not been realized in a worthy
manner within the philosoph-
ical domain, and Islamic phi-
losophy has failed to engage
actively with the literature and
intellectual currents contem-
poraneous with itself and to
reproduce concepts in its own
philosophical language and
framework. This deficiency, of
course, has been substantially
remedied during the Islamic
Revolution, such that one may
speak of a certain “philosophi-
cal renaissance”.

Opaque complexity of
Islamic philosophy’s
language

A significant pathology of Is-
lamic political philosophy is
the opaque complexity of Is-
lamic philosophy’s language.
According to the martyred
Leader, the language of phil-
osophical texts is such that
comprehension thereof is not
easily accessible to the gener-
ality of thinkers. This linguis-
tic complexity has converted
Islamic philosophy into an es-
oteric discipline appealing to a
select few and has precluded
its transformation into a pub-
lic knowledge possessing so-
cial extension — a knowledge
capable of theorization and ef-
fective intervention in contem-
porary existence. In contradis-
tinction, in the Western world,
numerous philosophical the-
oreticians, particularly in the
domains of politics and society,
have succeeded in communi-
cating with society through a
more intelligible idiom.

Absence of equilibrium
within Muslim epistemic
apparatus

The absence of equilibrium
within the Muslim epistemic
apparatus constituted another
pathology that persistently oc-
cupied his attention. This sig-
nifies that, throughout history,
certain epistemic domains have
been fortified while others have
been marginalized. For exam-
ple, a doctrine denominated
“the sufficiency of jurispru-
dence” has emerged, whereby
jurisprudence has become pro-
gressively preeminent, whereas
“speculative theology” has been
sidelined and, consequently, phi-
losophy has likewise been weak-
ened and largely reduced to the
rational foundations of jurispru-
dence. In his estimation, this dis-
equilibrium has inflicted a seri-
ous detriment upon the body of
Islamic political philosophy.

Effective confrontation
with hegemony of Western
political philosophy
Another pathology pertains to
the contemporary period and

the ascendancy of Western po-
litical philosophical discourse.
Over approximately the past
century, the incursion of West-
ern ideas, conjoined with Is-
lamic philosophy’s antecedent
disuse and the marginaliza-
tion of Muslim philosophers,
has imposed supplementary
duress upon Islamic political
philosophy.

Under these conditions, nu-
merous philosophers, for the
defense of their intellectual
identity, were compelled to
confront and acquaint them-
selves with these emergent
currents. This confrontation,
however, was sometimes con-
ducted without planning and
systematization and happened
in a certain “incoherent mix-
ture”. Moreover, this process,
in certain instances, also cul-
minated in a species of intel-
lectual surrender, which itself
constitutes an additional pa-
thology for the Islamic philo-
sophical tradition.

Eudaimonistic
contemplation; principle
of Islamic political
philosophy

Another pathology that attract-
ed the martyred Leader’s atten-
tion is the weakening of ideal-
ism and value-orientation in
Islamic philosophy. In the Islam-
ic philosophical tradition, the ul-
timate end of thought has been
the attainment of “happiness,”
“the good,” and “human perfec-
tion”. In the contemporary peri-
od, however, under the influence
of certain Western philosophical
currents, this “perfectionism”
and “eudaimonistic contempla-
tion” have been to some degree
enfeebled.

Even in the endeavor to resus-
citate philosophy’s social exten-
sion, there exists the peril that
this resuscitation might occur
within a framework discordant
with authentic religious values.
Nevertheless, Ayatollah Seyyed
Ali Khamenei, with an optimis-
tic perspective, emphatically
maintains that the philosophy of
the Islamic Revolution, relying
upon its own religious founda-
tions and values, can acquire an
autonomous and distinguished
station vis-a-vis Western polit-
ical philosophy.

Revivification of Islamic
political philosophy
Another pathology that the mar-
tyred Leader discerns in Islamic
political philosophy is a certain
internal despair and pessimism
concerning the possibility of
revivifying Islamic political
philosophy. In his conviction,
throughout history and even in
the present era, there persists
a viewpoint that deems Islam-
ic philosophy incapable of re-
sponding to the problems of the
contemporary political lifeworld
and maintains that, relying upon
schools such as [lluminationism,
Peripateticism, and Transcen-
dent Theosophy, one cannot ad-
minister contemporary society.
He levies a serious critique
against this disheartened at-
titude and considers it one of
the significant pathologies for
Islamic political philosophy. In
opposition, he emphasized that
Islamic philosophy, particular-
ly Islamic political philosophy,
possesses extraordinary capac-
ities, foundations, and values
and can assume a productive
role in confronting contempo-
rary issues.

The article first appeared in the
Persian-language newspaper Iran.




Jr

6/

Sports

Iran Daily = Wednesday, July 8, 2026

Against the Odds: Young Iran turns hardship
into momentum in World Cup qualifiers

( Sports Desk )

Iran’s men’s basketball team
emerged as one of the standout
stories of the third window of
the FIBA World Cup 2027 Asian
Qualifiers, overcoming months
without competitive basketball
and the disruption caused by
the recent conflict to finish atop
Group C and offer compelling
evidence that a new generation
is ready to carry the national
team into a new era.

A squad with an average age of
just 25.1 completed an impres-
sive campaign with three con-
secutive victories, defeating Syr-
ia twice and avenging an earlier
loss to host Jordan, despite en-
tering the competition under far
from ideal circumstances. The
unbeaten run not only secured
Iran’s place in the next phase of
qualifying but also reinforced
optimism that the country’s
rebuilding process is gathering
momentum ahead of tougher
challenges against Asia’s elite.
Iran’s preparation had been
anything but routine. With the
domestic league suspended and
many national team players hav-
ing gone more than three months
without action, the squad arrived
in Jordan lacking the competitive
rhythm enjoyed by their rivals,
many of whom had remained
active in domestic and overseas
leagues. The lingering effects of
the recent conflict also compli-
cated preparations, forcing the
coaching staff to focus first on
restoring the players’ physical
condition before turning their
attention to tactical work.
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Head coach Sotiris Manolopou-
los brought the team together
in early June, assembling a pool
of nearly 20 players as training
began under difficult circum-
stances. In an effort to compen-
sate for the lack of competitive
action, much of the final squad
was selected following a domes-
tic mini-tournament involving
Esteghlal, Naft Abadan and Naft
Zagros Jonoubi. Although the
event attracted criticism, it ul-
timately proved a valuable step-
ping stone, allowing key players
to regain match fitness before
the World Cup qualifiers.

The benefits became increas-
ingly evident as the tourna-
ment progressed. Iran had to

battle back after Syria opened
an 11-point lead in the third
quarter of the opening game,
but the team responded to claim
victory before producing com-
manding performances against
Jordan and Syria in the remain-
ing fixtures. By the end of the
window, Iran had completed a
clean sweep to finish top of the
group, having also ended Jor-
dan’s hopes of taking first place
on home court.

The victories carried extra sig-
nificance given the quality of
the opposition. Jordan relied
on American-born guard Jalen
Harris, while Syria featured
experienced naturalized play-
ers Freddy Ibrahim and Donte

McGill. Yet Iran’s young roster
consistently matched - and of-
ten outperformed - opponents
strengthened by imported tal-
ent, doing so through disciplined
teamwork rather than individual
brilliance.

Manolopoulos identified de-
fense as the cornerstone of the
campaign.

“We relied on our defense in all
three games,” the Greek coach
said after Iran secured top spot.
“We played high-level defense.”
The coach, however, insisted
there was still considerable
room for improvement.

“I think our shooting perfor-
mance was poor, even though we
created many open opportunities

FIBA

and have good shooters,” he said.
“We need to solve that problem.”
That willingness to acknowledge
shortcomings despite a perfect
window reflected a coaching
staff determined to continue the
team’s development as the level
of competition rises in the next
qualifying phase.

Perhaps the most encourag-
ing takeaway, however, was
the emergence of a youthful
core capable of competing on
the international stage. During
stretches of both the Jordan and
Syria games, Iran fielded lineups
with an average age below 23
following substitutions, and the
younger players responded with
maturity beyond their years.

Teenager Mahdi Heydari was
among the brightest prospects
to emerge from the campaign,
while the performances of the
squad’s younger members sug-
gested Iran’s future extends well
beyond the current qualifying
cycle.

The campaign was also achieved
without three of Iran's most
prominent players. Behnam
Yakhchali, Mohammad Amini
and Sina Vahedi all missed the
qualifiers, meaning the national
team could become significantly
stronger once the trio returns to
the fold.

For Manolopoulos, the achieve-
ment extended beyond results
on the court. He praised not
only his players but the entire
support staff for navigating a
challenging period and main-
taining belief throughout the
preparation.

“The conditions were really
difficult for us,” he said. “Com-
ing here and beating these two
teams required tremendous
effort from everyone. I want to
thank not only the players but
every member of the staff be-
cause everyone contributed.”
Iran now turns its attention to
the third round of the qualifi-
ers, starting in August, where
Australia, New Zealand and the
Philippines will provide a far
sterner examination. Yet after
topping its group despite dis-
rupted preparations, an inexpe-
rienced squad and the absence
of several key players, Iran has
every reason to believe its World
Cup ambitions remain firmly on
course.

Persepolis eyeing sweeping squad overhaul
under new coach Tartar

C Sports Desk )

Newly-appointed Persepo-
lis head coach Mahdi Tartar
has wasted little time outlin-
ing an ambitious rebuilding
plan, with the Tehran giants
preparing for a major squad
overhaul ahead of the new
Persian Gulf Pro League sea-
son.

The club officially unveiled
Tartar as its new manager

after abandoning its pursuit
of Croatian coach Dragan
Skoc¢i¢, handing the experi-
enced Iranian tactician one
of the most coveted jobs in
domestic football. Within
hours of his appointment,
Persepolis also completed
its first summer signing by
securing winger Mehdi Tik-
darinejad, signalling the start
of an active transfer window.
According to Iranian media
reports, however, the arriv-
al of Tikdarinejad is only
the beginning of a much
broader restructuring proj-
ect. Tartar has reportedly
promised club officials that
he will rejuvenate the squad
by lowering its
average age while
— reshaping almost
every department of
the team.

The most significant chang-
es are expected in defense,
where Tartar is under-
stood to have informed
the club that veteran
center-back Mor-
teza Pouraliganji is
not part of his plans.
He is also said to
have reservations about
Hossein Abrqoueinejad’s
suitability for his tactical

system.
Persepolis is now pur-
suing multiple defensive
reinforcements, with
Masoud Mohebbi, Ali
Nemati, Mohammad-
mehdi Zare and Danial
Eiri emerging as the main

targets. Reports suggest ne-
gotiations for Mohebbi and
Nemati have progressed pos-
itively, while the club hopes to
secure at least one of Zare or
Eiri despite the financial chal-
lenges involved.

Tartar is also looking to
strengthen several other
positions, with a number of
players from his former club
Gol Gohar believed to be on
his wishlist. Right-back Ma-
jid Eidi, midfielder Pouria
Pourali and young forward
Pouria Shahrabadi have all
been linked with moves to
Persepolis, while striker Kas-
ra Taheri is another player
the club is attempting to sign
on loan.

At the same time, the coach
has reportedly expressed a
desire to retain striker Igor
Sergeev and extend Ali Ali-
pour’s contract, while adding
further competition in attack
through younger recruits.
The overhaul could also
bring an end to the Persepo-
lis careers of several experi-
enced figures. Reports indi-
cate Tartar has informed club
officials that captain Omid
Alishah, midfielder Soroush
Rafiei, defensive midfielder
Milad Sarlak and Pouraliganji
are surplus to requirements.
Club executives have report-
edly endorsed the decision
despite concerns over the
influence and leadership
roles those players held in
the dressing room. The four
players have allegedly been

notified of the decision and
will not be allowed to train
with the first team.
Implementing the changes,
however, may prove com-
plicated. Most of the play-
ers identified for departure
remain under contract, in-
cluding Alishah, whose deal
was automatically extended
after meeting an appearance
clause. Negotiating exits for
high-profile players could
therefore slow the club’s
transfer activity despite its
progress in recruiting re-
placements.

Tartar arrives at Persepolis
with one of the strongest
managerial resumes in Irani-
an football. The 53-year-old
has coached continuously in
the Iranian top flight for a re-
cord 263 consecutive weeks,
surpassing the previous
mark of 236 weeks.

He has managed 381 Pre-
mier League matches, rank-
ing third on the all-time
list behind Amir Qalenoei
and Majid Jalali, and has re-
mained in charge until the
end of every season since
guiding Pars Jonoubi Jam to
promotion before the 2017-
18 campaign.

Persepolis will become the
12th top-flight club coached
by Tartar, whose reputation
for stability and organiza-
tion is expected to underpin
anew era as the club seeks to
recover from two disappoint-
ing seasons with a younger
and reshaped squad.

Every game will be like a final:
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Iran outside hitter Mobin
Nasri says the national
team will approach every
match in the third week
of the FIVB Volleyball Na-
tions League (VNL) as a final,
stressing that the upcom-
ing fixtures will be crucial
in determining the team's
standing in both the world
rankings and the tourna-
ment table.

Iran will begin its cam-
paign in the Serbian
capital with a daunting
match against surprise
package Ukraine - fifth in
the standings with a 5-3
record - on July 15. Head
coach Roberto Piazza’s
men will then face Ger-
many and Slovenia before
wrapping up the prelimi-
nary phase against Turkey
on July 19.
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"We are facing very strong
teams in the third week,
and every match is like
a final for us," Nasri said.
"We will do everything we
can to win all of our games
because we know these
matches are extremely im-
portant for both our world
ranking and our position in
the standings."

Iran defeated Cuba 3-1
(25-22, 25-21, 20-25, 30-28) in
Orléans, France, last week
to end a four-match losing
streak in the preliminary
round. Only a second vic-
tory in eight outings lifted
Iran to 14th place in the
18-team standings with
nine points.

The 22-year-old added
that the squad has bene-
fited from the collective ef-
forts of everyone involved
throughout the campaign.
"We have played eight

volleyball.ir

matches so far, and ev-
eryone, both within and
around the team, has sup-
ported us whenever the
coaching staff has needed
them," he said.

Nasri also reflected on his
own recent performances,
singling out Iran's 3-2 set-
back against Japan as one
of his best outings of the
tournament.

"I think the match against
Japan was a very good one
for me," he said. "After we
had lost the first two sets,
I was able to make a pos-
itive impact on the court,
and we managed to push
the match into a fifth set."
The top seven teams in the
preliminary standings will
be joined by hosts China
(17th) in the VNL Finals,
which begin with the quar-
terfinals at Ningbo’s Beilun
Gymnasium on July 29.
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( Iranica Desk )

The martyred Leader of the
Islamic Revolution, Ayatollah
Seyyed Ali Khamenei, made nu-
merous remarks on the impor-
tance and value of Iran’s handi-
crafts. These statements reflect
his profound insight, keen atten-
tion to detail, and comprehen-
sive understanding of the cul-
ture of Iran. Paying attention to
and understanding the meaning
of his views constitutes a clear
example of the path toward the
advancement of the handicrafts
sector.

He stated, “Take handicrafts very
seriously and invest in them.”
More than two decades ago,
during a visit to Yazd and a meet-
ing with the city’s intellectuals, he
encountered an elderly man who
asked why the production of Zilu
(a traditional handwoven cotton floor cover-
ing) was not supported. In a brief
and perceptive reply, carrying a
practical message, he said, “I had
to undertake a cultural initiative,
and I did. I covered my entire
Hosseiniyeh and my residence
with Zilu, and I expect others to
do the same.”

In fact, with this short yet mean-
ingful statement, he responded
to the concern and demonstrated
his commitment to this Iranian
artistic craft, which had become
intertwined with both his per-
sonal and working life.

Following this, orders were placed
with Zilu weavers, and all of the
carpets in the Imam Khomeini
Hosseiniyeh at his residence were
replaced with simple yet deeply
symbolic Zilu floor coverings.
This initiative became a symbol
of practical support for national
production, handicrafts, and Ira-

Martyred Leader’s lasting legacy

nian employment. According to
those active in the sector, it played
an effective role in reviving the art
and craft of Zilu weaving.

In response to those who insist-
ed on using carpets that had been
donated to the Hosseiniyeh, the
martyred Leader said, “These Zi-
lus are a handicraft that is on the
verge of disappearing, and there
are still people who earn their
livelihood from producing and
selling them. No one buys them.
If we do not buy these Zilus ei-
ther, this handicraft will become
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extinct, and those who are still
working in this craft will face
difficulties in making a living.
Therefore, in order to support
employment and handicrafts, we
must buy these Zilus.”

Although today the Imam Kho-
meini Hosseiniyeh is without his
profound speeches and resolute
footsteps, this initiative, after
more than two decades, helped
revive the Zilu-weaving indus-
try and further strengthened
the motivation of the weavers
and workers engaged in this

valuable artistic craft. The initia-
tive stands as testimony to the
importance of handicrafts, do-
mestic production, and national
employment — an example that
officials should also adopt as a
guiding principle, follow, and
provide the necessary condi-
tions for its realization.

Indeed, in recent years, the annu-
al slogans designated by the late
Leader have largely focused on
economic themes.

In his Nowruz message mark-
ing the beginning of the Iranian
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year 1403 (March 2024-March 2025),
he stated, “Having studied the
views of experts, | have come to
the conclusion that one of the
fundamental keys to solving the
country’s economic problems
is the issue of production — do-
mestic production and national
production. That is why, over the
past several years, we have con-
sistently emphasized production.
If growth in production and prog-
ress in national production are
achieved in a satisfactory manner,
many major economic problems,

such as inflation, unemployment,
and the value of the national cur-
rency, will move significantly to-
ward resolution.”

At the location where the Leader
delivered this Nowruz message,
Iranian handicrafts were promi-
nently displayed. Two authentic
Iranian arts attracted particular
attention in the setting: Pateh-
Duzi, the handcrafted embroi-
dery of Kerman’s artisans, and a
Negargari (Persian miniature painting)
artwork titled Ya Mugqallib al-Qu-
lub wa al-Absar (part of a traditional
Persian New Year invocation inspired by
Qur'anic themes).

Pateh-Duzi is one of Kerman’s
oldest and most authentic hand-
icrafts, producing highly delicate
works distinguished by beautiful
and diverse patterns.

Negargari, an authentic Irani-
an art form with deep roots in
the culture and beliefs of the
Iranian people, represents the
delicate and intricate tradition
of Persian painting. Its works
emerge from the artist's imag-
ination, dreams, and the soul's
spiritual journey, transcending
the physical world.

The late Leader also visited the
domestic products exhibition,
where he spoke with artisans at
the handicrafts booths, reflecting
his attention to the handicrafts
sector and the artists working in
this field.

Eastern Iran’s windmill heritage moves toward global recognition

( Iranica Desk )

The member of Iran’s Parlia-
ment representing Khaf and
Roshtkhar has announced that
the UNESCO world heritage
nomination dossier for the
region’s historic windmills is
being finalized through coordi-
nated efforts among the prov-
inces of Khorasan Razavi, South
Khorasan, and Sistan and Balu-
chestan, in cooperation with the
Ministry of Cultural Heritage,
Tourism and Handicrafts.

Speaking to ISNA, Amir Tav-
akoliroudi said UNESCO has
proposed registering the tradi-
tional windmills of Nashtifan as
part of a broader, multi-provin-
cial heritage package covering
the three eastern provinces.
He added that the proposal has

been discussed with the gover-
nor-general of Khorasan Razavi,
and that a recent joint meeting
of the governors of the three
provinces was held in the same
region to define responsibilities
and ensure completion of the
nomination file by January for
submission to UNESCO.
Following this coordination,
he said, local authorities in
Khaf have prepared a detailed
checklist to address remaining
obstacles. A joint session in-
volving members of the Islamic
City Council, the mayor, officials
from the Cultural Heritage De-
partment, the Housing Founda-
tion, and the Ministry of Roads
and Urban Development agreed
to proceed with clearing and
safeguarding the buffer zones
surrounding the windmills.

Tavakoliroudi described tour-
ism as the world’s third-largest
economic sector, noting that
investment in each segment of
the industry can generate be-
tween seven and nine jobs and
contribute significantly to local
economic growth.

He emphasized that tourism is
one of the key development po-
tentials of Khaf and Roshtkhar,
adding that Khaf ranks as the
second most visited destination
in Khorasan Razavi Province,
reflecting its strong capacity for
targeted tourism development.
The lawmaker noted that rural
eco-tourism infrastructure in
Khaf had long been underde-
veloped but has recently begun
to expand. He highlighted the
windmill sites of Nashtifan, Khaf,
Barabad, and Sangan as unique

examples of ancestral engineer-
ing that harnessed wind power,
describing them as the “jewel” of
Khaf’s tourism assets.

He stressed that efforts to pro-
mote these heritage sites at
both national and internation-
al levels have been ongoing for
years, and said significant prog-
ress is now being made through
coordinated work on the UNES-
CO nomination file.
Tavakoliroudi expressed opti-
mism that the long-stalled pro-
cess would finally be completed
through joint action, including
buffer zone clearance and the
development of an appropriate
conservation and presentation
plan consistent with the site’s
heritage value.

He also pointed to financial
support for eco-tourism busi-

nesses in Khaf and Roshtkhar,
as well as initiatives to develop
gemstone cutting industries in
Khaf, expressing hope that jew-
elry making and stone carving
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would evolve into sustainable
model industries in the region.
Khaf is home to 121 traditional
windmills, of which 89 have so
far been restored.

Qerveh village blends heritage with sustainable tourism

( Iranica Desk )

Across the vast landscape of Zan-
jan Province, on the outskirts of
Abhar, lies a village where time
seems to have stood still. The his-
toric village of Qerveh is a perfect
example of the harmonious co-
existence of [ranian architectur-
al ingenuity and a mountainous
natural setting.

Today, the village has become
one of the region’s most attrac-
tive tourism destinations, not
only because of its unique his-
torical monuments but also due
to its pioneering role in revital-
izing deteriorated areas and
promoting sustainable tourism.
The most distinctive feature of
Qerveh is its rock-cut architec-
ture. In this style, ancient crafts-
men and builders, with a deep
understanding of the environ-

mental potential, carved their
living and service spaces out of
massive rocks.

In addition to its technical fea-
tures in terms of sustainability
and natural insulation, this ar-
chitecture has created a visual
spectacle that inspires admira-
tion in every visitor. The hous-
es, which appear to have grown
from the heart of the mountain,
are a testament to the resilience
and adaptability of the people
of this land to their geographi-
cal conditions.

At the heart of this historic vil-
lage stand two prominent mon-
uments that narrate the history
and culture of its inhabitants:
Historic Qerveh Mosque: With
its domed ceilings and authen-
tic brick decorations, this struc-
ture has served not only as a
place of worship but also as a

gathering place for the social
and cultural activities of the lo-
cal people over centuries.

Qerveh Bathhouse: Built ac-
cording to the principles of
traditional Iranian bathhouse
architecture, the bathhouse
consists of various sections,
including the Sarbineh (changing
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hall), Garmkhaneh (warm chamber),
and Khazineh (water reservoir). Its
restoration and preservation
have opened a window into the
lifestyle of past generations.

One of Qerveh’s greatest
strengths is the special attention
given to restoration and revital-
ization. Through the efforts of

the Cultural Heritage, Tourism
and Handicrafts Organization
of the province and the partici-
pation of local residents, many
of the village’s valuable struc-
tures have been restored using
traditional methods and locally
sourced materials. These activ-
ities have transformed Qerveh
from a deteriorating settlement
into a successful model for cul-
tural heritage preservation.

The vitality of the village is not
limited to its historical monu-
ments; handicrafts remain alive
and thriving there as well. In
Qerveh, women and men work
side by side in small and large
workshops, creating artistic
works:

Kilim weaving: The craft of the
village’s women, who weave
kilims featuring geometric pat-
terns and natural colors. These

works have gained recognition
in the markets of Abhar and
Zanjan.

Pottery: Qerveh’s male and fe-
male artisans use local clay to
create functional and decorative
pottery. Today, these handmade
products have become among
the village’s main souvenirs, at-
tracting visitors.

Tourism development in
Qerveh has been accompanied
by an emphasis on ecotourism.
Several eco-lodges operate in
restored historic houses, pro-
viding visitors with the oppor-
tunity to experience authentic
rural life. Enjoying local cuisine,
breathing the clean mountain
air, and staying in an environ-
ment filled with history and tra-
ditional mud-brick architecture
create an unforgettable experi-
ence for visitors.
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A musical portrait of martyred Leader

Samiei’s orchestra turns collective memory into sound

By Alireza Sepahvand
1 alic
Journalist
O PI NI ON

EXCLUSIVE

At historical turning points, mu-
sic is not merely an auditory art;
rather, it becomes a medium for
preserving collective memory,
conveying shared emotions,
and recreating con-
cepts of identity.
Amirhossein
Samiei's or-
chestral work
‘The Martyred
Leader’ is best
understood
within this framework. A short
yet thoughtfully crafted compo-
sition, composed for the funeral
procession of the martyred lead-
er of the Islamic Revolution of
Iran, it seeks to narrate concepts
such as sorrow, strength, loyalty,
and the continuation of an ideal,
not through words, but through
the language of music.
What distinguishes ‘The Mar-
tyred Leader’ from many oc-
casional compositions is the
composer's effort to avoid pure-
ly emotional expression and
instead move toward a musical
narrative in which mourning is
intertwined with grandeur and
dignity. In this work, loss does
not signify collapse; rather, it
marks the beginning of reflec-
tion, the renewal of a covenant,
and the continuation of a path
that the music portrays through
the expressive capacities of the
symphony orchestra.
From an aesthetic perspective,
‘The Martyred Leader’ can be
classified as an example of Pro-
gram music. Such works employ

Amirhossein Samiei

music as a means of narrating a
historical event, a personality, or
a conceptual idea. Here, the nar-
rative unfolds not through direct
description, but through gradual
changes in timbre, intensity of
expression, thematic develop-
ment, and orchestral expansion.

Form, structure

Despite its relatively short dura-
tion, the work possesses a coher-
ent structure that can be exam-
ined in three principal sections.
The opening section begins
with a calm and contemplative
introduction. Here, the orches-
tra, with a relatively sparse and
carefully controlled texture,
establishes an atmosphere of
mourning. Sustained melodic
lines and continuous phrasing
draw the listener into an intro-
spective space, creating an emo-
tional foundation for the unfold-
ing narrative.

In the middle section, the mu-
sic gradually moves away from
stasis. The gradual entry of the
wind instruments, the increased
orchestral density, and the ex-
pansion of the dynamic range
guide the narrative from pure
mourning toward grandeur and
resilience. This section forms the
dramatic core of the composi-
tion, where the composer devel-
ops the emotional trajectory of
the music through the resources
of the orchestra.

The concluding section rep-
resents the climax of the work.
Here, the orchestra reaches its
fullest dynamic force, yet this
culmination remains entirely
controlled and never descends
into exaggeration or emotional
excess. Rather than leaving the
listener solely with a sense of
grief, the ending conveys a feel-
ing of serenity accompanied by

steadfastness and dignity. It is
as though the music has tran-
scended mourning and arrived
at a stage of hope, loyalty, and
continuity.

Melody, thematic
development

One of the noteworthy charac-
teristics of this work is the treat-
ment of its principal theme. The
melodies are generally based on
stepwise motion and avoid large,
dramatic leaps. This quality
lends the music a vocal, contem-
plative, and intimate character,
enabling the listener to establish
a more enduring emotional con-
nection with it.

Although the principal theme is
not structurally compley, it pre-
serves its identity throughout
the work by means of changes in
orchestral color, shifts between
different instrumental families,
and variations in dynamic in-
tensity, thus avoiding monoto-
ny. Rather than diminishing the
work's coherence through an
abundance of melodic ideas, the
composer has chosen to develop
a single, clearly defined melodic
core through orchestral varia-
tions.

Harmonic language

From a harmonic perspective,
‘The Martyred Leader’ remains
faithful to a classical and con-
servative musical language. The
harmonic progressions primari-
ly serve to convey emotion and
support the musical narrative,
rather than to display harmonic
complexity or modern experi-
mentation.

This deliberate choice allows the
music to remain accessible to a
broad audience, directing the
listener's attention more toward
the emotional experience than

toward analytical examination of
its harmonic structure. This rel-
ative simplicity, combined with
precise orchestration, contrib-
utes to the clarity of the musical
expression.

Orchestration: Work’s
greatest strength
Undoubtedly, the most distin-
guished feature of ‘The Mar-
tyred Leader’ is its orchestra-
tion. Demonstrating a sound
understanding of the coloristic
capabilities of the symphony or-
chestra, the composer success-
fully juxtaposes two contrasting
emotional worlds: mourning and
heroism.

The string section forms the
principal foundation of the
work's mournful atmosphere. Its
sustained phrases, homogeneous
texture, and fluid movement cre-
ate an emotional backdrop that
keeps the listener immersed in
an atmosphere of loss and con-
templation.

By contrast, the brass instru-
ments enter at key moments in
the narrative, reinforcing the he-
roic dimension of the composi-
tion through their powerful tim-
bral character. Their presence is
never merely decorative; rather,
it forms an integral part of the
music's narrative logic. Each
entrance signifies the transition
from mourning toward authority
and steadfastness.

The balance among the various
orchestral families represents
another strength of the work.
No instrumental group over-
whelms the others undesirably,
and sonic equilibrium is main-
tained throughout most of the
composition. This demonstrates
that, in addition to composition-
al craftsmanship, the composer
has approached orchestral ar-

rangement with considerable
precision.

Dynamics, musical
expression

The control of dynamics is one
of the essential elements shap-
ing the narrative of this com-
position. The increase in vol-
ume unfolds gradually, and the
climax emerges as the natural
result of a crescendo, rather
than from any abrupt increase
in sonic intensity. This charac-
teristic enables the listener to
move seamlessly toward the
musical climax without experi-
encing any sense of disruption.
Likewise, the gradual reduction
of dynamic intensity at the con-
clusion prevents an abrupt col-
lapse of the musical atmosphere
and preserves the formal unity
of the work.

Articulation, phrasing

The variety of articulation is an-
other factor that contributes to
the musical identity of the com-
position. In the opening sections,
continuous legato playing plays
a crucial role in conveying the
mournful atmosphere, giving the
phrases a vocal and contemplative
quality.

At the climactic moments, rhyth-
mic emphasis, firmer execution,
and the more prominent presence
of the brass instruments trans-
form the musical expression from
an inward, reflective state into an
epic and heroic one. This contrast
between gentleness and strength
constitutes one of the work's most
effective expressive devices.

Rhythm, temporal
structure

The rhythmic language of this
composition has been deliber-
ately kept simple. The composer
avoids complex metric changes
or intricate rhythmic patterns,
allowing melody, timbre, and or-
chestration to assume the prin-
cipal role in conveying meaning.
This simplicity does not dimin-
ish the work; rather, it enables
the musical narrative to unfold
more fluently and intelligibly, al-
lowing listeners to focus on the
expressive message without be-
coming preoccupied with techni-
cal complexities.

Timbre, sonic quality

The work's timbral palette is
among the principal factors
contributing to its success. The
contrast between the delicacy
of the strings and the power of
the brass instruments brings
together the opposing emotions
of mourning and grandeur in a
balanced manner, without de-
scending into exaggeration or
excessive sonic density.

From the standpoint of mixing
and mastering, an appropri-
ate balance has been achieved
among the various orchestral
sections. Instrument separation
is clear, and the stereo image ef-
fectively conveys the impression
of being present at a live orches-
tral performance. Although a
slight increase in reverberation
depth and acoustic spacious-
ness could further enhance the
orchestra's sense of grandeur in
certain passages, the technical
quality of the recording is, over-
all, commendable.

Overall, “The Martyred Leader’
may be regarded as a successful
example of occasional orchestral
music that strives to distance it-
self from the clichés commonly
associated with this genre. Rath-
er than relying on slogans or ex-
ternal emphases, it seeks to com-
municate its message through
the language of music itself.
Through thoughtful orchestra-
tion, effective dynamic control,
precise phrasing, and purpose-
ful orchestral coloring, Samiei
has created a musical landscape
in which mourning, grandeur,
and steadfastness coexist simul-
taneously.

Although the work's brief dura-
tion limits the opportunity for
more extensive thematic devel-
opment and formal expansion,
this very conciseness contributes
to the coherence of its narrative,
allowing the music to convey its
message without loss of focus
or structural dispersion. ‘The
Martyred Leader’ is less an exhi-
bition of compositional virtuos-
ity than a musical narrative of a
collective experience, a narrative
that seeks to portray loss not as
an ending, but as the beginning
of continuity and the renewal of
a covenant with its noble ideals.




