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The historic Abbasi Square (Mey-
dangah-e Abbasi), an urban space
closely linked to Iran’s oldest ho-
tel, the Abbasi Hotel, is set to un-
dergo restoration by the Isfahan
Municipality, five years after its
inclusion on Iran’s National Her-
itage List. The planned project
has renewed discussions among
heritage experts over whether
the restoration will be carried
out in accordance with conser-
vation standards and with suffi-
cient involvement from architec-
tural specialists.

Designed and constructed in the
1970s, the Abbasi Square and
its adjoining complex were cre-
ated to provide a harmonious
visual setting for the historic
Abbasi Hotel. Considered one
of the notable examples of con-
temporary architecture in Isfah-
an due to its compatibility with
the surrounding historic urban
fabric, the square has suffered
significant deterioration in re-
cent decades and is now in need
of comprehensive restoration,
according to IRNA.

A defining feature of the site is
its visual harmony with the ex-
terior architecture of the Abbasi
Hotel, both designed by Iranian
architect Elias Yassi Gabbay, a
graduate of the University of
Tehran and the Ecole des Beaux-
Arts in Paris. After designing the
hotel’s exterior to complement
the historic neighborhood, Gab-
bay also won the competition to
design the adjacent square.

His design incorporated tra-
ditional Iranian architectural
elements, including arcades,
turquoise multi-sided domes,
intricate tilework, and the
Godal-Baghcheh (sunken courtyard)
concept common in central Iran.
The square was intended to
serve as a cultural and tourism
forecourt, housing handicraft
shops and visitor services while
complementing the grandeur of
the Abbasi Hotel.

Following the 1979 Islamic Rev-
olution, Abbasi Square became
one of Isfahan’s leading cultural
gathering places and a prom-
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inent center for bookstores.

However, over the past two de-
cades, the site has experienced
structural deterioration and a
decline in its overall condition.
Although the square was regis-
tered as a national heritage site
in 2021 and preliminary steps
were taken to appoint consul-
tants and study restoration
plans no restoration work has
been carried out since 2021.
The Isfahan Urban Renewal Or-
ganization has now announced
plans to begin restoration based
on designs prepared by its ar-
chitectural team.

The announcement has prompt-
ed questions from heritage pro-
fessionals regarding whether
a comprehensive structural
assessment has been complet-
ed and whether prominent
conservation architects will be
involved to ensure the site’s au-
thenticity and protect its visual
identity.

Speaking to IRNA, Narges Dera-
khshan who is involved in activ-
ity related to cultural heritage
said that following a joint meet-
ing between representatives of
Isfahan Municipality and the
provincial cultural heritage au-

thorities, the restoration and
rehabilitation of Abbasi Square
was identified as a priority. She
stressed that detailed technical
studies and a comprehensive
assessment of the site’s condi-
tion should precede any execu-
tive work.

According to Derakhshan, re-
sponsibility for technical evalua-
tions and preparation of the res-
toration plan has been assigned
to the Isfahan Municipality’s
Urban Renewal Organization to
ensure that the project is based
on scientific documentation.
She noted that the square in-
volves multiple stakeholders,
including shop owners, the
municipality, and the cultural
heritage authorities, making
a comprehensive cooperation
agreement essential for balanc-
ing commerecial activities with
heritage conservation.
Derakhshan also emphasized
that, as a modern heritage site,
any intervention should strict-
ly comply with conservation
regulations while minimizing
alterations to the original archi-
tectural fabric.

She added that a detailed as-
sessment must identify struc-

tural weaknesses, areas of
damage, and appropriate res-
toration methods before imple-
mentation begins, followed by a
final report outlining priorities
and estimated costs.

While welcoming the munici-
pality’s renewed attention to
the neglected site, Derakhshan
said restoration should rely on
the expertise of experienced
conservation specialists in Is-
fahan.

Mahmoud Darvish, a member of
the Association of Iranian Archi-
tectures and runner-up in the
original design competition for
the square in 1971, said the mu-
nicipality’s first priority should
be consultation with specialists.
Darvish noted that the under-
ground parking area has be-
come unsafe, stone stairways
have suffered severe weath-
er-related erosion, and numer-
ous unauthorized alterations
have been made over the years,
all of which require careful
technical evaluation before res-
toration.

He explained that the square
was originally conceived as an
extension of the historic Abbasi
Hotel, providing facilities that
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could not be accommodated
within the Safavid-era caravan-
serai, including restaurants,
handicraft shops, and visitor
services.

According to Darvish, subsequent
changes in property ownership
altered the site’s original func-
tion, with bookstores eventually
occupying the arcaded shops
surrounding the central sunken
courtyard. He argued that the
area outside the hotel should be
revitalized with the same level of
activity and cultural vitality found
within the hotel itself.

Seyyed Ruhollah Seyyedo-
lasgari, deputy head of Isfahan
Province’s Cultural Heritage
Organization, said the munic-
ipality’s restoration proposal
was presented to the provincial
Technical Council last week and
is currently under review.

He said that after nearly five
decades without significant in-
tervention, the site requires re-
habilitation and improvement.
According to Seyyedolasgari,
the municipality’s proposal fo-
cuses on restoration rather than
alteration of the monument’s
original character.

The documented damage as-

sessment submitted to the
council includes repairs to
tilework, restoration of the
multi-sided domes surrounding
the complex, and improvements
to the stone paving.

He added that no structural
modifications are planned and
that the provincial cultural her-
itage authorities are expected to
announce the council’s final de-
cision within one to two weeks.
Abbasi Square and the adjoining
Abbasi Complex were built by
Isfahan Municipality in the early
1970s as part of the redevelop-
ment of the historic Madar Shah
Caravanserai, later transformed
into the Abbasi Hotel.

The complex was officially in-
scribed on Iran’s National Her-
itage List in May 2021 by the
Ministry of Cultural Heritage,
Tourism and Handicrafts.

The cultural complex was de-
signed as a forecourt providing
cultural services, handicraft
shops, hospitality facilities, and
a visual extension of the Abbasi
Hotel. In the years following the
Islamic Revolution, it became
one of Isfahan’s best-known
centers for bookstores and cul-
tural goods, securing a lasting
place in the collective memory
of the city’s residents.

The Abbasi Hotel itself was rec-
reated from the Safavid-era Ma-
dar Shah Caravanserai based
on a design by French architect
Maxim Siroux, while its exterior
was designed by Iranian archi-
tect Elias Yassi Gabbay.

As the hotel gained prominence
through tourism and official
state receptions, Isfahan Munic-
ipality acquired the properties
opposite the hotel and commis-
sioned Gabbay to design the ad-
jacent urban square, resulting
in the creation of today’s Abbasi
Square in 1971.

Qazvin hosts weekly handicrafts
markets to promote local arts

( Iranica Desk )

Weekly handicrafts markets
are being held in Qazvin
Province to support local ar-
tisans, strengthen the hand-
icrafts economy, and expand
the market for locally made
products.

Maryam Mahdavi, head of the
Qazvin Province’s Cultural
Heritage, Tourism and Hand-
icrafts Organization, said the
markets are held every Friday
and Saturday.

She explained that every Fri-
day, a handicrafts market is
organized in the courtyard of
the Chehel Sotoun Palace in
Qazvin, where local artisans

display and sell their hand-
made products directly to vis-
itors without intermediaries.

Mahdavi added that every
Saturday, another handicrafts
market is held at the historic
Daee House, where artisans
and craftspeople from across
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the province showcase their
works. The market provides
a venue for introducing and
selling a wide variety of hand-
icrafts while creating oppor-
tunities for direct interaction
between producers, residents,
and tourists.

She noted that the markets,
open from 9 a.m. to 8 p.m., fea-
ture a diverse range of prod-

ucts, including pottery and
ceramics, leather goods, wood-
carving, traditional jewelry,
Kkilim (flat-woven rugs), traditional
textiles, and other handicrafts.
Mahdavi said the weekly mar-
kets not only support local
artisans and handicrafts pro-
ducers but also help promote
the province’s cultural heri-
tage and boost tourism.
Residents, tourists, and en-
thusiasts of Iranian art and
culture are invited to visit
the markets on Fridays and
Saturdays to experience au-
thentic Iranian handicrafts
and support local artisans by
purchasing their products.

Qazvin Province is known
for its rich handicrafts heri-
tage, with artisans practicing
a wide range of tradition-
al crafts, including pottery,
woodcarving, traditional tex-
tiles, leatherwork, and callig-
raphy-related arts. The prov-
ince is also home to several
nationally recognized hand-
icrafts and continues to sup-
port local artisans through ex-
hibitions, training programs,
and permanent and seasonal
markets aimed at preserving
traditional skills and expand-
ing economic opportunities
for craftspeople.

International Dargah Sangi Wetland

get back to full water level

( Iranica Desk )

The internationally recognized
Dargah Sangi Wetland in Naqga-
deh, West Azarbaijan Province,
has been fully replenished
with water and is currently in
excellent ecological and hydro-
logical condition, according to
the province’s Department of
Environment.

Hojjat Jabbari, director gen-
eral of the West Azarbaijan
Province’s Department of En-
vironment, said the seasonal
wetland has been 100 percent
replenished, with both the

water level and surface area
reaching favorable conditions,
chtn.ir wrote.

He added that despite the wet-
land’s seasonal nature, its cur-
rent depth and water coverage
are sufficient for officials to
expect favorable conditions to
continue throughout the au-
tumn and winter.

Jabbari also emphasized the
importance of continuous
monitoring of the water trans-
fer route from the Kani Sib Dam
to Lake Urmia. He said close co-
operation among relevant gov-
ernment agencies, particularly
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the Regional Water Company,
is essential to protect the lake’s
environmental water allocation
and prevent unauthorized wa-
ter withdrawals.

He noted that the Kani Sib
Dam-to-Lake Urmia water
transfer canal was construct-
ed in accordance with the de-
cisions of the Lake Urmia Res-
toration Headquarters. Under
the current plan, 480 million
cubic meters of water are
transferred annually through
the canal to help supply part
of Lake Urmia’s environmental
water requirement.



