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provinces under
attack
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Iran outlines 42 US violations
of ceasefire pactin letter to UN
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Armed Forces pound US bases
in Kuwait, Jordan, Bahrain

Over 30 Iranian civilians killed in renewed American aggression

the site.

Satellite images published by Iran’s news agency Fars on July 15, 2026 show damage to a helicopter hangar housing US choppers at Prince Hassan Airbase in Jordan after a recent Iranian attack on

IRGC warns of wider energy disruption
if US blocks crude exports

Iran keeps oil sale mechanisms unchanged,
minister says
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CEO of Lamerd Special Economic Zone talks
about war-time management

Lamerd; test of Iranian industry’s
resilience

WT World Cup Team Championships:
Iran women defeat Thailand
to claim bronze

Diplomacy remains only rational path out of Iran-US crisis

By Delaram Ahmadi

i Staff writer
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Iran and the United States have
once again veered off the diplo-
matic track and into military con-
frontation. This comes despite the
signing of a memorandum of under-
standing which had raised hopes of
easing the crisis in the short term
and paving the way for a compre-
hensive agreement over the longer
run. Although the latest hostilities
do not yet amount to an all-out
war, the risk of further
escalation—and even
the involvement of
additional actors—
cannot be ruled out.
Meanwhile, coun-
tries with a track
record of mediation
have yet to make any serious at-
tempt to defuse tensions. In an inter-
view with Iran Daily, international
affairs analyst Afifeh Abedi argues

Afifeh Abedi

that the door to diplomacy remains
open and that mounting economic
pressure will ultimately drive both
sides back to the negotiating table,
despite the challenges. Attempting
to achieve the other side's complete
military defeat, she says, would only
prolong the war of attrition, while
diplomacy remains the only rational
path to ending the crisis.

IRAN DAILY: Given the escalating
military confrontation between Iran
and the United States and the grow-
ing exchange of threats, how do you
assess the prospects for diplomacy
between the two countries? Is there
still room for a return to negotia-
tions, or has the situation passed the
point of no return?

ABEDI: Despite the current escalation
and the collapse of the ceasefire un-
derstanding, diplomacy remains the
only rational path toward ending this
crisis. Attempting to achieve the com-
plete military defeat of the other side
would only drag the conflict out and
impose enormous costs on both par-
ties. For that reason, the door to diplo-
macy is still open, although the path

ahead will be extremely difficult due
to deep disagreements over the inter-
pretation of the recent understand-
ing—particularly regarding the man-
agement of the Strait of Hormuz—as
well as Iran's growing distrust and
skepticism toward the United States.

What factors could prevent the crisis
from escalating further? Do region-
al or international actors still have
both the capacity and the political
will to mediate effectively? Why has
Pakistan, in particular, not taken a
more active role in easing tensions,
and what considerations are shaping
Islamabad's approach?

Two key factors could help prevent
further escalation. The first is the rap-
idly rising economic cost of the crisis.
Continued instability in the Strait of
Hormuz would drive up global energy
prices and inflict serious damage on
the world economy—a burden that
would be particularly costly for the
United States as it heads toward the
midterm elections. That economic
pressure is likely to be the strongest
incentive for both sides to return to
the negotiating table.

The second factor is pressure from
mediators, particularly the countries
of the southern Persian Gulf. States
such as Qatar, Oman, Saudi Arabia
and Pakistan still possess both the
capacity and the willingness to medi-
ate. However, it appears that they are
currently assessing Iran's resolve and
its ability to withstand US military
pressure.

Pakistan's silence and reluctance to
step into the latest round of tensions
likewise seem to stem from a cautious
and conservative assessment of both
the situation and the motivations of
the parties involved. Islamabad ap-
pears to be waiting for a more oppor-
tune moment to play a more active
role. It is also worth recalling that
during the previous mediation effort,
the United States itself acknowledged
that Pakistan had stepped in at Wash-
ington's request. In other words, the
current absence of mediation may in-
dicate that the United States remains
focused on the military track for the
time being. Consequently, Iran must
also concentrate on imposing greater
costs on the United States and its part-
ners in the conflict.

If diplomacy becomes completely
blocked, what do you see as the most
likely scenario for this crisis? Should
we expect a prolonged war of attri-
tion, a temporary understanding, or
a further escalation of hostilities?

If diplomacy is completely shut down,
the most likely scenario is a prolonged
but limited war of attrition over the
medium term, rather than a full-scale
war. Based on the recurring pattern
of recent confrontations, we are likely
to see continued exchanges of target-
ed air and missile strikes, along with
attacks on military facilities and com-
mercial shipping, while both sides seek
to keep the conflict from spiraling out
of control.

At the same time, because any dis-
ruption to the Strait of Hormuz would
harm the global economy, unwritten
understandings allowing commercial
vessels to pass through the waterway
are likely to emerge. Such arrange-
ments would, of course, T
have to be based on 9
publicly announced mechanisms and
coordinated with Iran. This scenario
would signify Iran's upper hand in the
current conflict.



