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Salehi proposes 
joint catalog of 
Iran, Kyrgyzstan 
manuscripts
‘Shahnameh,’ ‘Manas’ 
set to anchor new 
cultural cooperation
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Learning from history 
of Hyderabad

Attending the 12th BRICS Labor and Em-
ployment Ministers' Meeting, hosted by 
India in the city of Hyderabad, provided an 
opportunity not only to discuss the future 
of labor markets, skills development, social 
protection, and employment, but also to re-
flect once again on the fact that the history 
of cities can sometimes offer deeper lessons 
for the future of the world than many polit-
ical documents.
Hyderabad is more than just a city; it is a 
story of cultural coexistence, flourishing 
trade, and, at the same time, a warning 
about the relationship between develop-
ment and security. Founded in 1591 by Mu-
hammad Quli Qutb Shah, the city traces its 
origins to the Qutb Shahi dynasty, whose 
roots lay in Iranian migrants and whose 
cultural legacy blended Persian and Indian 
traditions. Muhammad Quli Qutb Shah com-
posed poetry in both Persian and Deccani, 
while Hyderabad's architecture and cultural 
heritage likewise reflected this civilizational 
fusion.
Under Qutb Shahi rule, diverse ethnic 
groups, languages, and faiths lived side by 
side, and free trade turned the region into 
one of Asia's leading economic hubs. Yet it 
was this very prosperity that opened the 
door to the East India Company. At the be-
ginning of the 17th century, the Qutb Sha-
hi rulers, guided by a policy rooted in trust 
and free commerce, granted the Company 
permission to conduct trade at the port of 
Machilipatnam, the dynasty's principal mar-
itime gateway. The original objective was 
the exchange of goods and the expansion of 
trade. What followed, however, took a very 
different course.
The East India Company gradually evolved 
from a commercial enterprise into a mili-
tary power. By raising a large army, it seized 
control of Bengal after the Battle of Plassey 
in 1757 and subsequently used the finan-
cial resources of that territory to bring vast 
swathes of India under its rule. Colonialism 
did not begin with an invading army; it grew 
out of trade and ultimately 
subjected one of the world's 
oldest civilizations to nearly two centuries 
of foreign domination.
Viewed through this lens, the history of Hy-
derabad also holds valuable lessons for the 
world today.
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Sitting Volleyball World Championships:

Iran claims record-extending 
ninth men’s title 6

IRGC batters US bases  
in Qatar, Kuwait, Jordan, Oman, Syria
American aggression kills 38, injures 400 in southern Iran
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Iranian players celebrate after winning the men’s title at the Sitting Volleyball World Championships in Hangzhou, China on July 17, 2026.
 @iriparalympic

Strategic corridor initiative launched  
to link Iran to Central Asia, China
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Tabriz Bazaar preserves centuries  
of Iran’s urban, architectural 
legacy 7

Unilateral US measures violate  
Strait of Hormuz legal order
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