Minab buries
remains

of 32 children
killed

in US school

carnage @ >

Iran Daily

Vol. 8171

Thursday, July 23, 2026

Mordad 01, 1405

Safar 08, 1448

100,000 rials = 8 pages

HHH“”l ‘"HI‘””IH”IH > irandaily.ir ‘ newspaper.irandaily.ir ‘ @ IranDailyWeb

Armed Forces warn US against
strikes on nuclear sites

ground invasion,

2

Gov’'t approves measures
to ease power restrictions on
industries

INTERVIEW)]
EXCLUSIVE

Iranian swimmers impress with

(6 I

nine medals

Hormozgan’'s women
preserve a centuries-old
embroidery art

(7 B

Attacks on Iran’s civilian infrastructure
could be ‘crimes against humanity’: Expert
(4 I

Richard Falk
un.org

Influential Shia figures offer Iran best bet against Kurdish separatists

By Delaram Ahmadi

Ali Bidbou

What position has the
Kurdistan Region assumed in the cur-
rent dynamics of the Iran-US conflict?
Given the presence of US forces in the
region and the activities of armed
groups opposed to the Islamic Repub-
lic in northern Iraq, can the Kurdistan
Region be said to have become one of
the key fronts in the indirect war be-
tween Tehran and Washington?

The regional government in
Kurdistan is showing a reluctance to
take sides in the conflict, but the internal
parties do not hold a unified position.

A few days ago, Bafel Talabani, the pres-
ident of the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan,
said that the region needed to purchase
US air defense systems to counter Irani-
an attacks.

Still, in one way or another, it is trying
to get its message across: that, like the
Iraqi government, it does not want to
become a battleground for the parties
to the conflict.

In any case, Iraqi Kurds place their eth-

nic identity at the top of their list of in-
terests. It is natural for them to place
their Kurdish identity above their Iraqi
identity, and they make decisions ac-
cordingly.

The main reason the agreement be-
tween Iran and Iraq was not implement-
ed may be that the Kurds do not want to
lose one of their key sources of leverage
against Iran. The same thing has hap-
pened with Turkey. Naturally, they try
to preserve the threat factor against
both Iran and Turkey as much as pos-
sible, and they do not completely clamp
down on the activities of these separatist
groups.

Another issue is that the Kurdistan Re-
gion fears that confronting the Kurdish
separatist groups based in the moun-
tains of Sulaymaniyah could trigger an
internal conflict in the region. At present,
the Barzani and Talabani factions — the
two ruling parties in Iraq’s Kurdistan Re-
gion — are both making every effort to
prevent an internal conflict from break-
ing out. Although the situation has come
close to that point in recent months.

How significant is the possibility of a
ground front emerging along Iran’s

western borders?

This is a very serious possibility and it
remains on the table. During the De-
cember-January unrest in Iran, there
were also some efforts to facilitate the
ground entry of Kurdish separatists into
Iran, and Iranian armed forces confront-
ed the issue at the time.

One point that needs to be taken into ac-
count is that many of the people belong-
ing to these Kurdish separatist groups
are based in the mountains of northern
Iraq. Iran does not always achieve the
desired result simply by firing missiles
at them and targeting their bases.

In fact, one possible solution could be to
rely on influential Shia figures in Iraq’s
Kurdistan Region, including Fuad Hus-
sein, the Iraqi foreign minister, who is an
influential and popular Kurdish Shia fig-
ure among Iraqi and Kurdish communi-
ties and also an influential figure among
both the Barzanis and the Talabanis.
This could perhaps produce a result.
Through negotiations between Iraq’s
domestic groups and the political par-
ties in the Kurdistan Region, an agree-
ment could be reached on the presence
of these anti-Iranian separatist groups
near Iran’s borders.

Does the central Iraqi government
have the ability and the will to con-
trol developments in the Kurdistan
Region? Given Baghdad’s commit-
ments regarding the disarmament
or relocation of groups opposed to
Iran, while US forces and interests
remain present in the region, can
the Iraqi government prevent its ter-
ritory from becoming an arena for
direct confrontation between Iran
and the United States?
Based on the evidence and precedents
available to us, as well as the events
that have taken place recently in par-
ticular, the Baghdad government has no
authority or control over the Erbil gov-
ernment unless the decisions made in
Baghdad have been approved by Erbil.
Regarding the recent arrests connected
to corruption cases in Iraq, some indi-
viduals had taken refuge in Erbil. Un-
til the Baghdad government received
ermission from Erbil
?0 arrest them, it could e )
not return those individuals to Bagh-
dad.
Therefore, the central government it-
self has no authority or control over
the Kurdistan Regional Government.



