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Pezeshkian urges int’l action against  
US strikes on civilian infrastructure
Iranian President Masoud 
Pezeshkian on Sunday called for 
legal action through competent 
international organizations and 
bodies over US attacks on Iran's 
civilian infrastructure, saying 
the strikes were a clear viola-
tion of international law and 
amounted to war crimes.
According to IRNA, Pezeshkian 
made the remarks during a vis-
it to the Ministry of Roads and 
Urban Development as part of 
his field monitoring of govern-
ment ministries and executive 
agencies.
The condition of the country's 
transport infrastructure and 
damage to border terminals, 
ports, and road and rail net-
works from the recent war were 
reviewed at the meeting.
The roads minister presented 
a detailed report on damage 
caused by US attacks to the 
country's transport infrastruc-
ture, including ports, border 
terminals, bridges, highways, 

the rail network, logistics facil-
ities and other strategic infra-
structure.
Pezeshkian ordered authorities 
to accelerate the reconstruction 
of damaged infrastructure, es-
tablish alternative transport 
routes, strengthen the resilience 
of the transport network and 
maintain transport services.
Iran has remained on a war 
footing since a US-Israeli coa-
lition launched attacks on the 
country in late February, par-
ticularly targeting civilians and 
infrastructure during a 40-day 
conflict. Attacks on Iran's infra-
structure resumed on July 11, 
following a ceasefire that lasted 
several weeks, after three ves-
sels were targeted in the Strait 
of Hormuz.
Referring to damage to border 
terminals, customs facilities and 
the country's land, rail, mar-
itime and air transport infra-
structure, Pezeshkian said the 
attacks on civilian infrastruc-
ture were a clear violation of 
international law and amount-

ed to war crimes, stressing the 
need to pursue legal action 
through competent internation-
al organizations and bodies.
The president also described 
expanding regional coopera-
tion and strengthening infra-
structure links with neighboring 
countries as strategic priorities 
for his administration.
Pezeshkian also stressed the 
need to rebuild and modernize 
damaged terminals and infra-
structure in line with interna-
tional standards.
"We must use this opportuni-
ty to build infrastructure that 
meets the highest global stan-
dards in warehousing, logistics, 
cargo handling, smart manage-
ment and new technologies, as 

this approach will not only im-
prove efficiency and the quality 

of services but also reduce op-
erating costs and enhance the 

efficiency of the transportation 
network."

Vietnam voices readiness 
to invest in Mazandaran Province
Vietnam is  ready 
to invest in Iran's 
northern Mazanda-
ran Province,  the 
provincial governor 
said on Sunday after 
meeting Vietnam's 
ambassador, adding 
that both sides had 
reviewed opportuni-
ties to expand coop-
eration in economic, 
scientific, agricultur-
al and tourism sec-
tors.
According to IRNA, 
Mazandaran’s Gov-
ernor-General Mehdi 
Younesi Rostami said 
Vietnamese inves-
tors had visited the 
northern province to 
examine its econom-
ic, commercial and 
investment potential 
and explore areas for 
joint cooperation.
He said Mazandaran 
had strong capabili-
ties in citrus exports, 
p last ic  products , 
white meat produc-
tion, as well as sci-
entific and academic 
fields, making it well 
positioned to expand 
cooperation with 
Vietnam.
Younesi said both 
sides agreed that 
exchanges of trade, 
tourism and academ-
ic delegations could 
be expanded.
"Drawing on Viet-
nam's experience 
in improving rice 
production efficien-
cy and expanding 
educational and re-
search cooperation 
was also among the 
areas agreed upon," 
Younesi stated.
"An assessment of 

existing capacities 
shows the way is 
open for joint invest-
ment and the expan-
sion of economic ties 
between Mazandaran 
and Vietnam."
Vietnamese Ambas-
sador Luong Ngoc 
N i n h  d e s c r i b e d 
Mazandaran's land-
scape as similar to 
that of Vietnam and 
said opportunities 
existed not only to 
expand agricultural 
imports and exports 
but also to transfer 
modern agricultur-
al technologies and 
improve production 
efficiency.
"Vietnam is ready to 
host trade delega-
tions from Mazanda-
ran, organize online 
meetings between 
business communi-
ties in the two coun-
tries,  and expand 
cooperation in edu-
cation, tourism and 
fisheries."
During a joint meet-
ing with provincial 
officials and private 
sector representa-
tives, the ambassa-
dor called for the 
preparation of a list 
outlining Mazanda-
ran's commercial ca-
pabilities and trade 

needs.
"Mazandaran's cav-
iar has been well 
received in the Viet-
namese market, and 
there is potential to 
expand exports of 
this product."
The ambassador said 
banking restrictions 
and problems aris-
ing from sanctions 
remained among the 
main obstacles to 
expanding bilateral 
trade, but added that 
both sides shared 
the determination to 
deepen economic co-
operation and could 
facilitate trade by us-
ing new mechanisms.
He said Vietnam was 
one of the world's 
leading agricultural 
producers, particu-
larly of rice, and had 
invested heavily in 
recent years in mod-
ern technologies to 
increase productivity.
T h e  a m b a s s a d o r 
said Vietnam aimed 
to become one of the 
world's advanced 
economies by 2045 
and was pursuing 
broad cooperation 
with other countries 
in trade, technology, 
investment and in-
novation to achieve 
that goal.

Vietnam has been 
one of Asia's fast-
est-growing econo-
mies in recent years, 
driven by strong 
exports and foreign 
investment.
Vietnam's economy 
expanded by 7.1% 
in 2024, with gross 
domestic product 
reaching about $476 
billion.
The envoy also called 
for specialized meet-
ings between com-
panies and business 
representatives from 
both countries.
"Examining issues 
such as transporta-
tion, logistics, finan-
cial transactions and 
investment opportu-
nities through joint 
meetings can help 
expand trade coop-
eration."
The ambassador con-
cluded by requesting 
that  Mazandaran 
provide a list of its 
economic strengths, 
export capacities and 
import needs to facil-
itate targeted plan-
ning and closer links 
between businesses 
in the two countries.
Vietnam and Iran 
h ave  m a i n t a i n e d 
modest trade ties in 
recent years, with ag-
ricultural products, 
petrochemicals and 
fisheries among the 
main areas of com-
merce.

Economy  Desk

Economy  Desk

Energy Desk

Iran nets $18b in oil revenue during war, 
ceasefire with US

Iran sold $18 billion worth of 
oil during a recent war with 
the United States and the 
ceasefire that followed, the Oil 
Ministry’s media outlet Shana 
reported.
According to Shana, Iran ex-
ported $11.5 billion worth of 
crude during the war and a 
further $6.5 billion during the 
ceasefire period.
The agency said the figure 
covered more than 60% of 
the oil revenue forecast in the 
current fiscal year’s budget, 
hailing the Oil Ministry as “the 
main pillar of securing budget 
resources at the most sensi-
tive economic juncture of the 
country.”
The war broke out on Feb-
ruary 28 with airstrikes by 

the United States and Israel 
against Iran. Days later, Iran 
shut down the Strait of Hor-
muz, through which 20% of 
the world’s oil and LNG flows, 
to all vessels except its own. 
The move pushed up oil pric-
es quickly from $70 a barrel to 
above $100, topping $110 on 
some days.
During the 39-day war, the 
US issued a sanctions waiver 
for Iranian oil trade aimed at 
driving down prices.
Shana said Iran seized on a 
“golden opportunity” present-
ed by the price rise, releasing 
some 100 million barrels of 
stored crude and condensates 
onto the market that it had 
previously been unable to sell 
“favorably.” The price increase 
is estimated to have brought 
in an extra $3 billion for Iran.

In mid-April, the US military 
imposed a naval blockade of 
Iranian ports for more than 
two months in the Sea of 
Oman and the Indian Ocean. 
US Central Command (CENT-
COM) claimed to have inter-
cepted and turned back doz-
ens of Iranian vessels during 
that period, seized two tank-
ers and attacked several oth-
ers.
Iranian Parliament Speaker 
and chief negotiator Moham-
mad Baqer Qalibaf said that 
during that period Iran “did 
not export even a single bar-
rel of oil.”
However, following an inter-
im peace deal signed by Iran 
and the United States on 18 
June, which led to the lifting 
of oil sanctions and the naval 
blockade, “tens of millions 
of barrels of oil and gas con-
densates” were loaded and 
exported from Iran’s export 
terminals, according to Shana.
Shana said around $11 billion 
of the $18 billion in oil reve-
nue collected had been paid 
into the state treasury.
The interim momo unraveled 
earlier this month when the 
US accused Iran of attacking 
two oil tankers in the Strait 
of Hormuz and reinstated its 
naval blockade.

Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian (C) 
chairs a meeting at the Ministry of Roads 
and Urban Development to review damage 
to the country's transport infrastructure on 
July 26, 2026.
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Iran’s possible military ...
In this context, Ukraine’s 
efforts to win US support, 

a l o n g  w i t h 
its concerns 

about losing Western back-
ing and being left alone in its 
confrontation with Russia — 
concerns that Zelensky has 
repeatedly voiced in the past 
— have also played a role in 
Ukraine’s latest adventurism 
and its attack on Iranian ves-
sels.
 
What would be the appro-
priate response from Iran 
to Ukraine’s attack on its 

vessel?
Certainly, no hostile action 
against the country should go 
unanswered. In this regard, 
any response must have suffi-
cient deterrent power to pun-
ish the aggressor and make it 
regret its actions.
In fact, in the new regional 
order that has emerged as a 
result of the Iranian people’s 
resistance to the military ag-
gression of the United States 
and the Zionist regime, Iran 
has demonstrated that it has 
the capacity to resist and 
deal punishing blows to any 

aggressor, including a su-
perpower such as the United 
States.
Accordingly, the brazen moves 
of a country such as Ukraine 
should, within the Islamic 
Republic of Iran’s new securi-
ty discourse, be met with an 
appropriate response. Draw-
ing on Russia’s potential for 
coordinated action, alongside 
diplomatic efforts grounded 
in the rules of international 
relations, should also be con-
sidered as another possible 
dimension of the response to 
Ukraine’s act of aggression.

Vietnamese Ambassador 
Luong Ngoc Ninh addresses 
a meeting with officials and 
private sector representatives 
in Iran's Mazandaran 
Province on July 26, 2026.
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