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Iran’s Minister of Cultural Her-
itage, Tourism and Handicrafts 
has said the inscription of the 
Alamut Castles and their associ-
ated fortifications on UNESCO’s 
World Heritage List has elevat-
ed the site beyond regional sig-
nificance, transforming it into 
a global cultural narrative that 
should be interpreted in accor-
dance with its rich historical 
and civilizational legacy.
Speaking to IRNA, Reza Sale-
hi-Amiri outlined the minis-
try’s roadmap for preserving 
and promoting Iran’s cultural 
heritage, describing a three-
stage approach to safeguard-
ing the nation’s historical as-
sets.
“The first level is the civiliza-
tional value of these monu-
ments, which are as valuable 
to the country as gold reserves 
are in mines,” he said. “The 
second involves identifying, 
protecting, restoring, and reg-
istering them at the national 
level so they become recog-
nized by the Iranian people. 
The third is introducing these 
treasures to the world through 
inscription on UNESCO’s World 
Heritage List.”

Referring to the recent inscrip-
tion of the Alamut on UNESCO’s 
World Heritage List, Salehi-Ami-
ri described the achievement as 

highly significant, saying the 
site had immediately moved 
from being viewed as a regional 
landmark to becoming part of a 

global historical narrative.
“From today onward, the story 
of Alamut must be presented 
in a way that reflects its long 
history, the legacy of Hassan-e 
Sabbah, who lived there, the 
seven fortresses, the unique 
construction materials and 
techniques used in their build-
ings, the strength of the fortifi-
cations, their distinctive archi-
tecture, and all the elements 
that define this remarkable 
site,” he said.
The minister noted that more 
than two decades of research 
had been devoted to the mil-
lennium-old Alamut before its 
nomination dossier was sub-
mitted to UNESCO.
“The dossier was presented 
to UNESCO in such a compre-
hensive manner that it was in-
scribed without difficulty.,” he 
said.
Salehi-Amiri explained that 
the site followed the official 
heritage conservation process, 
beginning with identification, 
restoration, and protection, fol-
lowed by national registration 
before ultimately achieving 
World Heritage status.
“What gives a historical site 
its true significance is its civi-
lizational value,” he said. “The 

older a monument is, the rich-
er its civilizational importance 
becomes, and this site has a 
history spanning one thousand 
years.”
Emphasizing the identity-form-
ing role of historical monu-
ments, Salehi-Amiri said civili-
zation represents the evolution, 
continuity, and historical identi-
ty of a nation.
“When we speak of civilization, 
we are speaking of the evo-
lution, continuity of life, and 
identity of a people throughout 
history — an identity that in-
spires value, vitality, and hope 
while connecting the Iranian 
past with its future,” he said.
He added that Iran’s civiliza-
tions embody the study of an-
cestry, history, culture, and art, 
and stressed that preserving, 
restoring, and passing this leg-
acy on to future generations is a 
national responsibility.
Commenting on Iran’s World 
Heritage record, the minister 
said that of 1,248 properties 
inscribed on the World Heri-
tage List worldwide, Iran now 
accounts for 30 sites, a position 
he described as highly distin-
guished. He added that another 
58 Iranian sites remain on UN-
ESCO’s Tentative List.

“With its great civilization, rich 
culture, and resilient and vir-
tuous people, Iran stands as a 
symbol of a glorious history in 
the world,” he said.
The Alamut Castles and their 
associated fortifications were 
inscribed as Iran’s 30th tangi-
ble cultural property on UNES-
CO’s World Heritage List during 
the 48th session of the UNESCO 
World Heritage Committee, held 
in Busan, South Korea.
Constructed between the 11th 
and 13th centuries CE, the for-
tifications demonstrate sophis-
ticated knowledge of geography, 
water-resource management, 
communication routes, defen-
sive architecture, and spatial 
planning. Beyond their military 
and political importance, the 
sites also served as major intel-
lectual centers of their time and 
are closely associated with re-
nowned Persian scholar Khwaja 
Nasir al-Din Tusi.
Located in the Alamut region 
of Qazvin Province, Alamut 
Castle is regarded as one of the 
finest examples of military and 
strategic architecture in Irani-
an history. The fortress stands 
approximately 105 kilometres 
northeast of the city of Qazvin, 
near the village of Gazor Khan.

The Persian Gulf, a historic ex-
panse that has long served as a 
cradle for cultures, rituals, and 
beliefs, has witnessed the forma-
tion of traditions passed down 
from generation to generation 
among the inhabitants of Iran’s 
southern shores. For centuries, 
the coastal communities of Hor-
muzgan Province have shaped 
their lives around the rhythm 
of the sea, the patterns of the 
winds, climatic changes, and the 
patterns of the stars. This deep 
connection with the marine en-
vironment has given rise to a col-
lection of maritime rituals, each 
reflecting a part of the region’s 
cultural identity.
A m o n g  t h e s e  t ra d i t i o n s , 
“Nowruz-e Darya” (Sea Nowruz) 
holds a special place. The ritual 
represents the maritime knowl-
edge of Iranians, their respect 
for nature, and the insepara-
ble bond between humans and 
the sea. Once widely observed 
among sailors and fishermen 
along the Persian Gulf coast, 
Nowruz-e Darya was not merely 
a cultural celebration but also a 
symbol of the beginning of a new 
season of maritime activities and 
the start of major voyages, ac-
cording to chtn.ir.
The Persian Gulf has historical-
ly been one of the world’s most 
important routes of communica-
tion, playing a significant role in 
the exchange of goods, ideas, and 
cultures among different civili-
zations. The presence of peoples 
from Asia, Africa, and Europe 
in the region contributed to the 
development of a dynamic and 
multilayered culture among its 

inhabitants — a culture shaped 
by the interaction of Iranian, 
maritime, and climatic elements.
Living by the sea, the people of 
Hormuzgan have developed dis-
tinctive customs and traditions 
rarely found elsewhere in Iran. 
Rituals related to rainfall, weath-
er and sea forecasting, maritime 
ceremonies, traditional music, 
and Nowruz-e Darya are among 
the region’s intangible cultural 
heritage, preserving the knowl-
edge and experiences of past 
generations.
In Iranian culture, Nowruz has 
always symbolized renewal, the 
beginning of a new cycle, and the 
rebirth of nature. However, for 
sailors in southern Iran, the con-
cept carried a broader meaning. 
They did not view Nowruz sole-
ly as the start of a new year but 
also as an indication of changing 
natural conditions, calmer seas, 
and the appropriate time to be-
gin maritime journeys.
Traditional sailors of the Persian 
Gulf relied on their detailed un-
derstanding of weather patterns, 
winds, and seasonal changes to 

determine the timing of their 
activities. Their experience 
showed that seasonal transitions 
and weather conditions were di-
rectly linked to the safety of voy-
ages. For this reason, Nowruz 
became one of the key markers 
in the traditional maritime cal-
endar.
The combination of indigenous 
knowledge and natural phenom-
ena gave rise to a ritual that lat-
er became known as Nowruz-e 
Darya — a day when sailors 

expressed gratitude to God and 
honored the bounty of the sea 
while celebrating the beginning 
of a new period of maritime ac-
tivity.
According to historical and cul-
tural accounts, Iranian sailors 
held Nowruz-e Darya on August 
1 (10 Mordad in the Iranian calendar) 
every year. They regarded the 
occasion as a time when the sea 
became calmer, a suitable season 
for navigation began, and new 
voyages could be launched.

During the ceremony, sailors car-
ried flowers, plants, and green 
branches of trees, particularly 
tropical plants and fruits, with 
them and offered thanks while at 
sea. These offerings symbolized 
humanity’s respect for nature 
and gratitude for the sea — an 
environment that for centuries 
has been a source of livelihood, 
sustenance, and connection be-
tween southern Iran and the 
wider world.
After the ceremony and a day 
of celebration and gathering, 
sailors returned to their shores 
and ports. From the following 
day, they resumed maritime 
journeys, fishing, and trade with 
renewed hope and trust.
Nowruz-e Darya is more than a 
ritual; it is part of the tradition-
al knowledge system of Iranian 
sailors. Over centuries, coastal 
communities developed valuable 
maritime expertise by observing 
nature, wind movements, the 
sky, and the behavior of the sea. 
This knowledge was reflected in 
the construction of traditional 
vessels, the selection of mari-

time routes, identifying suitable 
seasons for travel, and methods 
of fishing and trade.
The maritime culture of the Per-
sian Gulf encompasses a wide 
range of skills, terminology, 
beliefs, music, and rituals that 
have emerged from Iranians’ 
historic relationship with the 
sea. Nowruz-e Darya is among 
the most significant expressions 
of this culture, demonstrating 
how humans have established 
a deep and lasting relationship 
with their natural surroundings.
Today, as lifestyles change and 
traditional forms of navigation 
decline, many ancient rituals 
face the risk of fading away. 
However, rediscovering and in-
troducing such heritage can play 
an important role in preserving 
the historical identity of coastal 
communities.
Nowruz-e Darya tells the story of 
a centuries-old relationship be-
tween the people of Hormuzgan 
and the Persian Gulf — a rela-
tionship that extends beyond 
economy and livelihood and 
remains present in the beliefs, 
music, rituals, and everyday life 
of the region’s people.
The tradition serves as a remind-
er that, for the people of south-
ern Iran, the sea is not merely 
a geographical feature; it is an 
essential part of their historical 
memory, culture, and identity.
Preserving Nowruz-e Darya 
means safeguarding a body of 
knowledge developed by past 
generations through experience, 
patience, and a profound under-
standing of nature — a valuable 
element of Hormuzgan’s cultural 
heritage that can be introduced 
to future generations.
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