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US and Saudi warplanes struck 
targets in Iraq on Wednesday that 
Washington says were responsible for 
more than 24 drone attacks in recent 
days. According to US Central Com-
mand (CENTCOM), the strikes targeted 
"Iran-aligned terrorists." Earlier, Sau-
di Arabia claimed in a statement that 
oil facilities in two areas in the king-
dom's east and in Riyadh had come 

under attack from Iraqi 
territory, although the 

Islamic Resistance in 
Iraq rejected the al-
legation. At the same 
time, despite a sever-

al-day pause in direct 
US attacks, Tehran launched missile 
strikes on American positions in the 
region, a move that may not be unre-
lated to developments in Iraq. In an 
interview with Iran Daily, Middle East 

affairs analyst Hassan Hanizadeh 
said Saudi Arabia has openly joined 
the United States in the war against 
Iran, the Axis of Resistance, Iraq and 
Yemen, warning that the region is 
naturally heading toward a suffocat-
ing crisis. He nevertheless described 
Iran's strikes as unrelated to those 
developments, saying they were a 
preemptive measure against newly 
deployed US forces.
 
IRAN DAILY: Can the US-Saudi opera-
tion be viewed as a sign that Riyadh 
has entered Washington's military 
campaign against the Axis of Resis-
tance, or should it be seen as a limited 
tactical move?
HANIZADEH: The joint US-Saudi bomb-
ing of Popular Mobilization Forces (PMF) 
positions across seven Iraqi provinces 
amounts to a declaration of war by 
Saudi Arabia against Iraq. At present, 
one of the PMF's primary missions is 
to safeguard pilgrims visiting Imam 
Hussein's shrine in Karbala for the 
Arbaeen pilgrimage (annual Shia Muslim 

pilgrimage marking 40 days after the martyrdom 

of Imam Hussein). Pilgrims from 80 coun-
tries are currently making their way 
to Iraq to visit the country's holy sites 
ahead of Arbaeen. Targeting Iraq under 
these circumstances constitutes a clear 
violation of international law and dis-
rupts a major humanitarian, social and 
religious gathering. For that reason, 
Iraq's government and people insist 
that Saudi Arabia must pay the price 
for this attack politically, economically 
and militarily. The Iraqi people are also 
pressing Prime Minister Ali al-Zaidi's 
government to respond swiftly to this 
crime committed by Saudi Arabia and 
the United States.
 
What impact will this attack have on 
Iraq's security balance and on the 
broader region? Could it mark the be-
ginning of a new phase of escalation? 
Given that the strike took place on 
Iraqi soil, how is Baghdad expected to 
respond to what it sees as a violation 
of its sovereignty? Could this affect 
Iraq's relations with the United States 
and Saudi Arabia?
Saudi Arabia's entry alongside the Unit-

ed States against Iraq means the region 
has entered a broader crisis.
On one front, Yemen’s Ansarullah forc-
es are engaged in confrontation with 
Saudi Arabia. Under US pressure, Sau-
di Arabia also attacked the port city 
of Hodeidah and bombed civilian and 
urban infrastructure in Yemen. It has 
now struck Iraq across seven different 
provinces.
This shows that Saudi Arabia has open-

ly joined the United States in the war 
against Iran, the Axis of Resistance, Iraq 
and Yemen, and naturally the region is 
moving toward a suffocating crisis.
Prime Minister Ali al-Zaidi's govern-
ment may choose restraint and avoid 
escalation. However, the Iraqi people, 
particularly popular 
forces such as the Popu-
lar Mobilization Forces, Harakat al-Nu-
jaba and Kataib Hezbollah, will respond.
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Saudi Arabia’s open entry into war risks driving region toward wider crisis

Iran slams US-Saudi strikes on Iraq 

as attempt to widen regional war
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Hassan Hanizadeh

The picture shows a general view of scorched vehicles at the site of a joint strike by the US and Saudi Arabia in Bartalla in the northern Iraqi Nineveh Province on July 29, 2026.
 AFP
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FM rejects Ukraine ‘unintentional’ claim over ship attack 

as ‘unacceptable’ 

 
Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas Aragh-
chi said Ukraine must accept respon-
sibility for an “unlawful attack” on an 
Iranian commercial vessel in the Cas-
pian Sea, rejecting Kiev's claim that the 
incident was unintentional after the 
Ukrainian president acknowledged re-
sponsibility.
Araghchi made the remarks during a 
phone conversation with EU foreign 
policy chief Kaja Kallas, as the two dis-
cussed the latest regional and interna-
tional developments.
The Iranian foreign minister said that, 
given the Ukrainian president's "explic-
it statements" accepting responsibility 
for the attack on the Iranian commer-
cial ship, claims that the strike had 
been accidental were "not acceptable."
He said the "Ukrainian regime" must 

"explicitly accept responsibility" for 
the "illegal and criminal act" that killed 
one Iranian citizen and wounded sev-
eral others and damaged the their com-
mercial vessel.
Araghchi also spoke by telephone with 
Ukrainian Foreign Minister Andrii 
Sybiha, telling him that any attack on 
Iranian citizens or interests was unac-
ceptable and insisting that all damages 
resulting from the incident must be ful-
ly compensated.
Deputy Speaker of Iran’s Parliament Ali 
Nikzad on Sunday described Ukraine’s 
attack as a “reckless action”, saying that 
Kiev’s move will not go unanswered. 
Nikzad said that Iran will always exer-
cise its legal right to defend its territo-
rial integrity, warning that any location 
used as an origin for aggression against 
Iran will be a legitimate target for the 
country’s armed forces.

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zel-
ensky said on Saturday that Kiev had 
carried out long-range strikes in the 
Caspian Sea against vessels involved in 
transporting military cargo involving 
Iran, as well as a warship.
Ukraine's intelligence services (SBU), for 
their part, claimed that drone attacks 
had been carried out against "cargo 
vessels under international sanctions 
that were used to transport military 
cargo between Iran and Russia".
Iran’s Foreign Ministry summoned 
Ukraine’s chargé d’affaires in Tehran 
to protest the “hostile and criminal” 
attack.
The ministry said in a statement that 
the attack reflected Kiev’s continued 
“irrational and hostile approach” to-
wards Iran, asserting that the Islam-
ic Republic will defend its national 
interests.
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Iran rejected an Omani proposal for joint 
control of the Strait of Hormuz, saying it 
does not address Tehran's security con-
cerns, while warning the strategic waterway 
would remain closed unless Muscat accepts 
Iran's own proposal.
In an interview with state TV on Tuesday, 

Iran's Deputy Foreign Minister Kazem Gharibabadi said that Omani officials had 
proposed a plan under which 50% of the 
shipping route would be under Iran's con-
trol and the remaining 50% under Oman's 
control.
"We said this does not address Iran's con-
cerns," he added.The Iranian official said Tehran had instead 

proposed that the inbound shipping route 
be placed entirely under Iran's control, 
while part of the outbound route should 
also fall under Iranian control."This scenario is final and Iran will accept 
no other formula. 'If they accept this, we 
will move on to the next stage,'" Gharibaba-
di said.
He said the Strait of Hormuz would remain 
closed if Oman rejected Iran's proposal and 
added that Tehran was prepared for a re-
sumption of war.
The Strait of Hormuz, located between Iran 
and Oman, is one of the world's most critical 
maritime chokepoints, linking the Persian 
Gulf with the Gulf of Oman and the Arabi-an Sea. A significant share of global oil and liquefied natural gas exports passes through 
the narrow waterway, making any disrup-
tion a source of concern for international 
energy markets and global shipping.
Iran shut down the chokepoint to enemies 
and their allies after February 28, when the 
US and the Israeli regime began their latest 
bout of wholesale unprovoked aggression 
against the Islamic Republic.
It began exercising far stricter controls af-
ter US President Donald Trump announced 
continuation of an illegal naval blockade of 
Iranian vessels and ports in spite of a cease-

fire that the US president, himself, had de-
clared on April 7.
Gharibabadi also said Iran does not recog-
nize the southern shipping route which was 
opened by the US in violation of the terms 
of the Islamabad Memorandum of Under-
standing.
He said some countries, including parties 
that maintain contacts with Iran, have sug-
gested that ships use the southern route at 
least until an understanding is reached. He 
stressed, however, that Iran "will not recog-
nize this route even for one hour", arguing that the latest round of fighting had begun 
because ships had passed through the 
route's "illegal" passage.
 
New defensive capability
Gharibabadi also underlined that Iran’s fixed policy is that the Strait of Hormuz will 
never return to its pre-war state.
“If the Strait of Hormuz returns to its pre-
war status, our success in the war will not 
be complete,” he said, adding that Iran has 
“discovered a new defensive capability” in 
the form of controlling Hormuz, which it 
views as an essential component of its na-
tional security.
The comments come as the United States 
launched a fresh wave of aggression against 

Iran in July after violating terms of the Is-
lamabad Memorandum of Understanding. 
The US forces targeted military and civilian 
infrastructure, including bridges, roads, 
ports, desalination plants and rail roads 
mainly in southern Iranian provinces. Iran 
also responded by pounding US military 
bases in regional countries. 
Based on the understanding, safe transit 
in the Strait of Hormuz must be realized 
under Iranian arrangement, highlighted 
Gharibabadi.
He said Iran's adversaries have used a wide 
range of tools against the Islamic Republic 
over the years, including expanding military 
capabilities, supporting terrorist groups, 
carrying out operations against civilians, 
raising alleged human rights issues, and 
imposing sanctions.
He said that, just as Iran's enemies have 
developed multiple means to pressure the 
country, Tehran must also strengthen its 
own capabilities and instruments to defend 
the country and safeguard its national inter-
ests and security.
According to Gharibabadi, future arrange-
ments governing the Strait of Hormuz will 
have long-term implications for Iran's na-
tional security and for assessments of the 
country's performance in the recent war.

Iran says Oman’s Hormuz proposal 

does not address its security concerns
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Iran slams US-Saudi strikes on Iraq 

as attempt to widen regional war
 
The Iranian Foreign Ministry strong-
ly condemned deadly airstrikes by 
the United States and Saudi Arabia 
on Iraq, saying that the attacks were 
a blatant violation of Baghdad’s sov-
ereignty and a deliberate attempt by 
Washington and Israel to widen the 
regional war.
In a statement on Wednesday, the Foreign Ministry specifically high-
lighted the “criminal and anti-hu-man” targeting of official state facil-
ities and service stations dedicated 
to the millions of pilgrims partici-
pating in the sacred Arbaeen pro-
cession.
The ministry described the bom-
bardment as a “blatant aggression 
against the national sovereignty and 
territorial integrity of Iraq” and a “flagrant violation of Article 2, Para-
graph 4 of the UN Charter and fun-
damental rules of international law.”
It held the "warmongering US re-
gime and its accomplices in the 
region" fully responsible for the 
dangerous consequences of these 
"criminal, inhumane, and provoca-
tive actions."
The joint airstrikes, launched in the 
early hours of Wednesday, targeted 
positions belonging to the Hashd 
al-Shaabi (Popular Mobilization Forces) 

across several Iraqi provinces.
According to the Hashd al-Shaabi media office, the unprovoked ag-
gression has so far resulted in the 
killing of at least 20 Iraqi people, in-
cluding personnel and civilians, with 
32 others wounded.
The resistance group said the strikes 
hit bases in seven provinces, includ-
ing Baghdad, Nineveh in the north 
and Basra in the south, causing ma-
terial damage as well.
It denounced the attacks as a "dan-gerous escalation" against an "offi-
cial security institution".
The strikes came after Riyadh 
claimed its forces had intercepted 
drones targeting oil facilities, blam-
ing resistance groups in Iraq.
US Central Command and the Sau-
di Ministry of Defense said that the 
strikes were "precise" retaliations 
for drone attacks on American oc-
cupation forces and Saudi energy 
infrastructure.

Riyadh has repeatedly accused Iraqi 
resistance factions of targeting its 
petroleum facilities, without pro-
viding any evidence.
The Iraqi presidency denounced 
the strikes as "a blatant violation of 
Iraq's sovereignty".
The presidency, which did not name 
the United States and Saudi Arabia, 
said it "denounces the bombing that 
targeted the Hashed al-Shaabi bases 
and it considers it an unacceptable 
attack and a blatant violation of Iraq's sovereignty, targeting its offi-
cial institutions".
It also said it rejects the use of Iraqi 
territory to launch attacks on neigh-
boring countries.
Iraqi Prime Minister Ali Faleh Al-
Zaidi also canceled his planned visit 
to Saudi Arabia on Wednesday.
US President Donald Trump on 
Wednesday claimed that the bomb-
ing had been coordinated with the 
authorities in Baghdad, Fox News 
reported.
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The Islamic Revolution 
Guards Corps (IRGC) staged 
a retaliatory ballistic mis-
sile strike against an Amer-
ican airbase in Jordan in 
response to the US aggres-
sive actions against Iran.
“As long as threats against 
the Islamic Republic con-
tinue and the unlawful and 
hostile actions of US forces 
against our interests per-
sist, resistance will also 
continue,” the IRGC said in 
a statement on Wednesday.“Threats by US officials 
and unlawful interference 
against our interests must 
come to an end.”
The United States has per-
petrated numerous viola-
tions against Iranian terri-
tory since April 7, when US 
President Donald Trump 
announced a unilateral ceasefire in the latest bout 
of wholesale American-Is-
raeli aggression targeting 
the Islamic Republic.
The violations continued 
even after Washington 
and Tehran signed a Paki-

stan-mediated memoran-
dum of understanding last month, whose first clause 
had clearly mandated ces-
sation of aggression on all 
fronts.
Iran’s Ambassador and 
Deputy Permanent Repre-
sentative of the Islamic Re-
public of Iran to the United 
Nations Gholamhossein 
Darzi warned that unlaw-
ful US aggression against 
Iran pose a serious threat 
to regional and interna-tional peace, reaffirming 
Tehran’s right to self-de-
fense.
Addressing the UN Secu-
rity Council, Darzi said 
slammed Washington for 
violating the UN Charter 
and fundamental princi-
ples of international law 
through attacks on civilian 
infrastructure.
“The US has violated the 

Charter of the United Na-
tions... by deliberately tar-
geting civilians and civilian 
infrastructure, including 
schools, hospitals, medical 
facilities, bridges and other 
essential infrastructure.”
The envoy cited the attack 
on Minab school in south-
ern Iran as “a tragic and 
undeniable example of war 
crimes,” adding that senior US officials had publicly 
acknowledged the attacks.
Calling on the Security 
Council not to tolerate 
impunity, the Iranian rep-
resentative warned that 
“silence and impunity will 
only encourage the repeti-
tion of these crimes.”
Concluding his remarks, the envoy reaffirmed that 
Iran’s actions are rooted in 
self-defense under inter-
national law. “We reiterate 
that all Iran’s measures 
are defensive, necessary 
and consistent with in-
ternational law,” he said. 
According to Iran’s Health 
Ministry, at least 60 Irani-
ans were killed in the new 
US aggression against Iran.

IRGC hits US airbase in Jordan  

with ballistic missiles
Iran reaffirms right to defend itself against US-Israeli aggression

Security forces and emergency personnel work 

at the site of US-Saudi strikes that targeted 

a base belonging to Iraq's Hashed al-Shaabi 

forces north of Al-Miqdadiyah district in Iraq's 

Diyala Province on July 29, 2026.

 AFP

 TASNIM

West Asia

Commercial vessels are anchored in the Strait of Hormuz as a small fishing boat sails in the foreground in 
southern Iran on July 27, 2026.

 ISNA
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Veep calls for energy conservation,  

cites private sector, nuclear power as key measures

Iran's First Vice President Mo-
hammad Reza Aref called for 
stronger energy consumption 
management to help sustain the 
country's production, saying the 
government was prepared to 
delegate the necessary author-
ity to ministers to implement 
conservation measures.
Speaking at a meeting of Iran's 
Supreme Energy Council on 
Wednesday, Aref said managing 
energy demand was essential to 
ensuring adequate supplies for 
the industrial, agricultural and 
residential sectors, according to 
Shana News Agency.
"Energy consumption manage-
ment helps sustain the country's 
production, therefore decisions 
on the issue must be made with 
a comprehensive approach and unified policy," Aref said.
"The government is ready to del-
egate whatever authority is nec-
essary to ministers to advance 
energy consumption manage-
ment programs."
He said expanding private sector 
participation in energy supply, 
continued government support 
for nuclear energy development 
and reducing energy consump-
tion through the expansion 
of greenhouse farming were 

among the key measures to in-
crease production and improve energy efficiency.
Iran is facing electricity short-
ages, a situation exacerbated by 
peak summer demand and the 
ongoing US war, which began 
in late February and has paused 
only for several weeks under a ceasefire agreed on April 8. A 
US-Israeli coalition launched at-tacks on the country on Feb. 28, 
particularly targeting civilians 
and infrastructure.

Power imports
The country imports about 500 
MW of electricity annually from 
Turkmenistan and Armenia. Ac-
cording to the Energy Ministry, 
the imports help maintain the 
stability of electricity supply 
and reduce domestic fuel con-
sumption.
Tehran also plans to import 450 
megawatts (MW) of electricity 
from Turkey to supply petro-
chemical companies as part of 
efforts to strengthen power sup-
plies for large industries.
Deputy Energy Minister Mostafa 
Rajabi Mashhadi, who accompa-
nied Roads Minister Farzaneh 
Sadeq during a visit to Turk-
menistan on Tuesday, held talks 
with Turkmen Energy Minister 
Annageldi Saparov on expand-

ing bilateral cooperation in the 
electricity sector.
The two sides discussed in-
creasing electricity imports 
from Turkmenistan, Iran's par-
ticipation in power plant main-
tenance, construction of new 
transmission lines to boost elec-
tricity transit and the reliability 
of cross-border exchanges, as 
well as expanding technical and 
engineering services and the 
supply of electrical equipment 
needed by the sector.
They also stressed the need to 
continue and strengthen bilat-
eral cooperation in the electrici-
ty sector and discussed broader 
efforts to enhance transmission 
infrastructure and utilize the 
two countries' shared capacities.

Power generation 
restored
Meanwhile, Iran Power Plant 
Repairs Company has restored 
more than 3,500 MW of gener-
ation capacity to the national grid by completing 38 special-
ized turbine rotor and gener-
ator projects, Chief Executive Mohammad Bagher Lotfi said.Lotfi said ensuring continuous 
power generation and grid sta-
bility remained the company's 
main priority.
He said the company's Inter-

national Rotating Equipment 
Balancing Center provides ser-
vices covering more than 3,507 
MW of capacity, helping prepare 
power plants for peak electricity 
demand.

The company has also deliv-
ered engineering services for 
nearly 20,000 MW of generating 
capacity under Iran's national 
power plant maintenance and 
readiness program, equivalent 

to 21% of the total work carried 
out under the initiative, he said.
According to the Energy Minis-
try, Iran's installed power gen-
eration capacity has exceeded 
100,000 MW.

Tehran livestock exhibition shows  

Iran’s meat, dairy production capacity

The second specialized 
livestock, poultry and 
dairy exhibition opened 
at Tehran's Shahr-e Aftab 
International Exhibition 
Center on Wednesday, 
showcasing Iran's produc-
tion capacity and techni-
cal capabilities across the 
sector.
IRIB reported that the 
four-day exhibition fea-
tures the country's capa-
bilities in poultry meat, 
raw milk, eggs, red meat, 
as well as livestock and 
poultry equipment and 
feed.
Ahead of the opening, 
the exhibition's executive 
director, Mehdi Masou-
di, said the event would 

showcase Iran's annual 
production capacity of 
3.5 million metric tons of 
poultry meat, 13 million 
metric tons of raw milk, 1 
million metric tons of eggs 
and 900,000 metric tons 
of red meat.
Masoudi said domesti-

cally produced livestock 
and poultry equipment 
was not inferior to foreign 
products and, in some cas-
es, competed with them.
"Domestic production in 
this sector is not only no 
less than foreign counter-
parts, but in some cases 

competes with them," he 
said.
He added that Iranian 
manufacturers of poultry 
equipment were export-
ing their products and 
that their quality was 
"very high."
Masoudi also said domes-
tic specialists had strong technical and scientific ca-
pabilities in livestock and 
poultry feed production."In the field of livestock 
and poultry feed produc-
tion, domestic specialists 
have high technical and scientific capabilities, and 
the country lacks noth-
ing compared with oth-
er parts of the world in 
terms of technical know-
how and feed production 
machinery," he said.
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Annual inflation rate  
reaches 61.4% in fourth month  
of calendar year: CBI

Iran's annual inflation rate rose 
to 61.4% in the 12 months ending 
in the fourth month of the Iranian 
year, which ran from June 22 to July 22, while point-to-point inflation reached 83.9%, the Central Bank of 
Iran said on Tuesday.The central bank said monthly infla-
tion rate, which measures changes in 
consumer prices from the previous 
month, was 3.6% during the fourth 
month of the Iranian year.The figures differed from those re-
leased by the Statistical Center of 
Iran on Wednesday.
The statistics center said annual inflation rate over the 12 months 
ending in the fourth month of the 
Iranian year stood at 66%, while point-to-point inflation, which mea-
sures changes in consumer prices 
compared with the same month a year earlier, reached 87.9%.
It said the consumer price index (CPI) 
for Iranian households rose to 676.9 
in the fourth month of the Iranian 
year, up 3.1% from the previous month, 87.9% from the same month 
a year earlier and 66% compared 

with the corresponding 12-month 
period a year earlier.
Iran's national currency, the rial, has 
fallen to record lows amid mounting 
economic pressure. It has traded at 
around 1,950,000 rials per US dollar 
on the open market in recent weeks, compared with about 811,000 a year 
earlier.
The sharp depreciation has under-
scored growing strain on the econ-
omy, which is already grappling with high inflation and Western sanctions. 
The country has also remained on a 
war footing since a US-Israeli coali-
tion launched attacks in late Febru-
ary, particularly targeting civilians 
and infrastructure during a 40-day conflict.
Unemployment rises to 9.1%The inflation figures came as sep-
arate labor force data released on 
Wednesday showed Iran's unem-
ployment rate rose to 9.1% in the 
spring quarter of the Iranian year, 1.8 percentage points higher than a 
year earlier, while the country's em-
ployed population declined by about 
450,000 from the same period last 
year.

Saudi Arabia’s open ...
The PMF has already set a deadline for 
the Iraqi government. Baghdad has also 

convened an extraordi-
nary security meeting 

to formulate its response. If the govern-
ment fails to act within a short period, 
the PMF will step in and target Saudi 
territory.

Although direct US attacks have 
paused for several days, Iran has 
struck US positions in the region. In 
your view, what were Tehran's main 
objectives? Given that the strikes co-
incided with a meeting between Don-
ald Trump and Benjamin Netanyahu, 
could they be interpreted as an at-
tempt to send a political or deterrent 
message to Washington and Tel Aviv?
Reports indicate that the United States 
is deploying forces at Muwaffaq Al Salti 
Air Base in Jordan, the largest US base 

in the region, with the aim of establish-
ing a new military posture for a future 
attack on Iran.
Based on those reports, Iran targeted 
the newly deployed American troops. 
This was a preemptive measure and an 
entirely prudent decision from opera-
tional, military and security perspec-
tives.
The purpose of this operation, as well 
as the targeting of certain vessels that 
attempted to pass through the Strait 
of Hormuz without Iran's permission, 
was to demonstrate a high level of de-
terrence against any potential US mil-
itary action.

The Islamic Revolution Guards Corps 
(IRGC) has said these strikes were car-
ried out in response to aggressive 
actions by the US military. Can they 
also be linked to the recent US-Saudi 

attacks in Iraq?
Iraq itself bears responsibility for re-
sponding. Since Iraq is fundamentally 
part of the Axis of Resistance, its popu-
lar forces will naturally deliver the nec-
essary response.
In any case, Saudi Arabia has now open-ly and officially joined the United States 
against the Axis of Resistance, and it 
will pay a very heavy price for what is 
ultimately a futile adventure.
Iran, too, will respond to Saudi Arabia at 
the appropriate time and place.
However, last night's operation against 
US forces in Jordan was unrelated 
to those developments. Rather, it 
stemmed from the very reports indi-
cating that the United States is deploy-
ing forces with the intention of seizing 
parts of Iran's islands. Therefore, the 
operation should be regarded as a de-
terrent measure.

Mohammad Reza Aref
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Secular Punishment for Political Obedience

In sacred scriptures and the language 
of divine religions, sanctions possess di-
verse meanings and synonyms, having 
experienced varied applications across 
different contexts.
Within Christian theology, the concept of 
“Anathema” — signifying curse, excom-
munication, and ostracism — may be re-
garded as an instrument for preserving 
faith and the Church’s power, of which 
“sanctions” — according to the models 
that shall be enumerated — are the sub-
sequent and secularized form within the 
modern moral and political order.
The Old Testament, likewise, owing to 
the absolute dominance of the discourse 
of Christian law, is replete with curses, 
prohibitions, excommunications, and all 
kinds of punishments and their promis-
es. For example, one may refer to the 
“Book of Genesis” and the curse of Ham 
(son of the Prophet Noah), or to the “Book of 
Deuteronomy,” wherein, according to 
the testament of Moses (PBUH), six tribes 
of the descendants of Jacob (PBUH) are 
to bless the people, while the other six 
tribes are to direct curses toward the future idolaters and infidels of the com-
munity: “Cursed be the man that maketh 
any graven or molten image, an abom-
ination unto the Lord, the work of the 
hands of the craftsman, and putteth it in 
a secret place.’ And all the people shall 
answer and say, ‘Amen.’ Cursed is anyone 
who dishonors their father or mother... 
Cursed is anyone who moves their 
neighbor’s boundary stone... Cursed is 
anyone who leads the blind astray on 
the road... Cursed is anyone who ac-
cepts a bribe to kill an innocent person. 
And all the people shall answer and say, 
‘Amen.’” (Deuteronomy 27: 15–25)

With this description, ac-
cording to the frame-
works that shall be 
mentioned, the 

decree of these prohibitions will also 
extend to the modern era, and sanc-
tions represent the continuation of the 
theology of punishment and one of its 
subsequent forms, which the modern 
state imposes upon “adversarial” states.

Schmitt and the theology of 
‘friend/enemy’
Carl Schmitt does not explicitly address 
the subject of sanctions in his works; 
however, through a reconstruction of 
his argumentation and chosen method, 
one can deduce sanctions as one of the 
forms of modern “punishment”. The 
cornerstone of Schmitt’s analysis is the 
proposition he advances in his book Political Theology: “All significant con-
cepts of the modern theory of the state 
are secularized theological concepts.” 
According to this framework, punish-
ment, like the concept of “sovereignty” 
and many new legal and political ex-
pressions, is a secularized theological 
concept.
On this basis, the sovereign, in the ca-
pacity of a secularized god, holds the 
monopoly over “Gericht” (German for judg-

ment), and this judgment culminates in 
the “state of exception,” which is the sec-
ular equivalent of the “miracle”; in other 
words, just as God suspends the cosmic 
order during miracles to guarantee the 
salvation of humanity, the modern sov-
ereign likewise suspends positive laws 
to rescue the terrestrial order. “Schuld” 
(German for guilt) is not merely a transgres-
sion of a legal norm but is rooted in the 
“original sin,” which constitutes the in-
nate condition of humankind.
From Schmitt’s perspective, to com-

prehend the structure of au-

thority in the modern state, one must 
look to the metaphysical structure that 
this state has superseded — namely, 
monotheistic theology. He endeavors to 
demonstrate that modern politics still 
acquires meaning within a theological 
structure.
Another point that ought not to escape 
attention is the fundamental distinction 
between “friend” and “enemy,” which 
directly pertains to the discussion of 
sanctions. In his book The Concept of the Political, he identifies the inception 
of politics as the moment when the ene-my is determined and defined. Sanctions 
constitute the contemporary conse-
quence of this distinction: a declaration 
of enmity without a declaration of war. 
In this logic, sanctions represent the rit-
ualistic act of excluding the enemy from 
the sacred community of law.
In Schmitt’s philosophy, political power 
is inherently theological, for the concept 
of “exception” — which sanctions here 
represent — still derives sustenance 
from a miracle-centered theology. The 
theology of sanctions in a Schmittian reading signifies the return of God in 
the guise of the international sovereign: 
God/State, which can at any moment 
suspend the rules in order to execute its 
own justice.
Another point concerning international 
sanctions from Schmitt’s standpoint is 
that, in The Concept of the Political, he 
enumerates four “central domains” that, 
from the 16th through the 20th centu-
ries, have dominated the spiritual life of the European human: first, the theolog-
ical domain; second, the metaphysical 
domain; third, the humanitarian-moral domain; and finally, the economic do-
main. Rejecting the cliché of the paci-fistic nature of economic discourse, he 
maintains that, in the current situation, 
an imperialism founded upon pure eco-
nomic power will naturally endeavor to 
preserve conditions in the world that 
enable it to employ its economic instru-
ments without interference from others; 
instruments such as the repudiation of 
credits, sanctions on raw materials, and 
the destruction of others’ currency, et 
cetera.
In the central economic domain, for 
the application of such instruments, a new and intrinsically pacific vocab-
ulary is created; war is condemned, 
but executions, sanctions, punitive ex-peditions, pacifications, protection of 
treaties, international police, and mea-
sures for the preservation of peace re-
main. For this reason, the “adversary” 
is no longer [merely] designated as “en-emy,” but rather defined as a disturber 
of peace and therefore a “hors-la-loi” 
(French for outlaw) and “hors l’humanité” 
(French for outside humanity), and the war 
waged for the purpose of protecting 
and expanding economic power must, 
with the aid of propaganda, be trans-formed into a crusade and the final 
battle of humanity! Consequently, 
from Schmitt’s perspective, interna-
tional sanctions are an instrument 
of domination for the economic dis-
course, through which the adversarial 
power that has targeted this central 
domain is punished.

Theology of servitude and the 
ethics of sanctions
One of the principal perspectives in the 
critique and examination of sanctions 
is the horizon of moral philosophy. 
Sanctions may be analyzed, both in 
terms of their essence and their conse-
quences, from an evaluative standpoint. 
Anglo-Saxon and analytic moral philos-
ophies predominantly critique and an-
alyze sanctions from the angle of con-
sequence-assessment and their effects, 
whereas the methodological principles 
of the Continental tradition necessitate 
a revisiting of their historical nature and 
genealogical semantic trajectory.
Friedrich Nietzsche ranks among the 

What is the essence of sanctions? 
Why did the West impose sanctions 
upon Iran, and why did the Iranian 
academic community fail to engage 
with this phenomenon in a proper 
manner, simultaneously proving un-
able to produce the requisite logical 
and scientific discourse about it? The 
absence of a profound engagement 
with the question of sanctions has 
engendered, and continues to engen-
der, unfavorable consequences and 
damages, of which the atrophy of na-
tional self-consciousness represents 
the most considerable.
The normalization of this condition 
further conduces to a certain leth-
argy, an absence of effective action, 
and ultimately, capitulation before 
it. Consequently, until, on the one 
hand, the essence of this phenome-
non, its historical roots, and its the-
oretical foundations are elucidated, 
and, on the other hand, until com-
prehensive and meticulous social 
scientific investigations are under-
taken concerning it, one cannot cor-
rectly appraise its consequences nor 
effectively combat it.
The comprehension of modern phe-
nomena and concepts within the 
domain of human sciences and re-
lations is attainable through diverse 
methods; concepts such as liberty, 
welfare, rationality, development, 
justice, and others may, at times, be 
examined via the Socratic dialectical 
method, at times their semantic evo-
lution throughout history may be re-
visited, or they may be analyzed from 
the perspective of moral philosophy 
with respect to their individual and 
social consequences, and at times, 
through a sociological lens and a bot-
tom-up perspective, the conditions for 
the emergence of these phenomena 
may be scrutinized.
One of the captivating methods for 
analyzing ideas and concepts con-
sists of investigating the transfor-
mation of their meanings within the 
historical context and revisiting the 
connections and relations between 
old and new significations; a method 
prevalent in 19th- and 20th-century 
Germany and employed in the works 
of thinkers such as Max Scheler, Ni-
etzsche, Heidegger, and Carl Schmitt.
The phenomenon of sanctions also 
ranks among those modern con-
cepts that occupy a determinative 
position within the contemporary 
international legal and political 
order, and through the aforemen-
tioned method, one may, on the one 
hand, descend into the depths of its 
theological foundations, and, on the 
other hand, utilizing sociological re-
search methods, examine its impact 
upon the diverse classes and guilds 
of the target society.
Research concerning the theology of 
sanctions can furthermore furnish a 
framework for comprehending glob-
al politics, its instruments — such 
as economic punishment — and its 
objectives. Nevertheless, as an initial 
step, it appears that one can only em-
ploy these models in a formal man-
ner for the theological and historical 
analysis of the concept of sanctions; 
for, to the best of the authors’ knowl-
edge, no comparable research be-
fore regarding “sanctions” is worthy 
of mention, and to surmount this 
methodological underdevelopment, 
in addition to the framework of so-
cial analysis and critique of the Ira-
nian academic research system, an 
attempt shall be made to elucidate 
the pattern of the West’s adversari-
al conduct against Iran by utilizing 
genealogical and analytical frame-
works derived from thinkers such 
as Nietzsche, Schmitt, Foucault, and, 
briefly, Agamben.

Theology of sanctions

Carl Schmitt does not 
explicitly address the 
subject of sanctions 
in his works; however, 
through a reconstruction 
of his argumentation 
and chosen method, one 
can deduce sanctions 
as one of the forms of 
modern “punishment”. 
The cornerstone of 
Schmitt’s analysis is the 
proposition he advances 
in his book Political 
Theology: “All significant 
concepts of the modern 
theory of the state are 
secularized theological 
concepts.” According 
to this framework, 
punishment, like the 
concept of “sovereignty” 
and many new legal and 
political expressions, is 
a secularized theological 
concept.
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earlier thinkers of the Continental tradi-
tion who examine the Christian system of 
valuation from a genealogical perspective. 
Of course, Nietzsche, like Schmitt, does 
not offer an extended explicit treatment of 
the concept of sanctions and their histor-
ical roots; here, on the basis of his chosen 
method, an attempt shall be made to in-
fer certain points in this regard. However, 
prior to that, concerning the precedence 
of Schmitt over Nietzsche (despite Nietzsche’s 

chronological priority), it should be recalled 
that it is solely on account of Schmitt’s 
more mature methodological framework 
in the discussion of political theology and 
because the general Schmittian spirit 
dominates this writing that his view was presented first.
In On the Genealogy of Morality, Nietzsche 
initiates a project whose objective is the 
disclosure of the concealed origin of val-
ues; in his conviction, morality is born not 
of reason or revelation, but of the con-flict of social forces — though not in the 
Marxist sense thereof. According to this 
genealogy, sanctions arise from a kind of 
theology of judgment that the weak exer-
cise against the strong.
According to Nietzsche, in the beginning, 
aristocratic morality was founded upon the affirmation of life, and the concept of 
“good” was employed to mean powerful, 
noble, and beautiful. But the “slaves,” who 
lacked the capacity for “action,” inverted 
values through a spiritual reaction to op-
pression; instead of “action,” they created 
judgment. As a rule, religious sanction — in the sense of prohibition (haram) and exclusion — constitutes the primary in-
strument of this judgment: the sanction-
ing of strong actions, the sanctioning of 
pleasure, the sanctioning of beauty, the 
sanctioning of pride, et cetera. This inver-
sion, according to Nietzsche, was “one of 
the most important events in Western his-
tory,” for from then on, humanity became 
its own enemy within itself.
From Nietzsche’s perspective, God and 
the concept of sin likewise determine 
these judgments; God is the ultimate 
judge and absolute sanctioner, trans-
forming the morality of slaves into the 
law of existence. Consequently, sanctions 
become the mechanism for the survival 
of suffering: humanity, in order to endure suffering, finds meaning in sin.
In Nietzschean logic, sanctions possess 
an intrinsic connection with guilty con-
science: sanctions are that inner voice 
that commands, prohibits, and directs its 
wrath toward its own subject. Sanctions, 
in this sense, constitute the internal mech-
anism of obedience. Consequently, the 
theology of sanctions from Nietzsche’s perspective signifies the theology of the 
tormented conscience in a world whose 
god is preserved through cursing and 
exclusion. But how, from this point, can 
one draw a line to politics and modern in-
ternational relations? Based on what has 
been stated, one can propose the proposi-
tion that political and economic sanctions 
represent the reproduction of that same 
mechanism of moral conscience on a col-
lective scale, through which the state or 
the international community, by imposing sanctions upon others, defines itself.
In other words, sanctions in Nietzschean genealogy — like Schmitt — constitute 
the secularized form of divine cursing. 

Nietzsche ironically designates this logic 
as the incapacity to suffer pain: an order 
that, instead of creating new values and 
tolerating the rival order, passes judg-
ment and sanctions adversarial forces. In 
the theology of sanctions, this judgment 
transforms into a system of power; yet it 
remains the case that the same spirit of 
revenge by the weak against the strong is 
at work.

Sanctions as an instrument of 
behavioral control
Another comparable framework through 
which the discussion of sanctions may 
be examined is the theoretical model of 
Michel Foucault. Foucault extends Ni-
etzsche’s genealogy to the level of insti-
tutions and bodies. In his works from the earlier phase of his thought — from The 
Order of Discourse to Discipline and Pun-ish — he demonstrates that modern pow-
er operates not through overt command, 
but through a network of sanctions: the 
sanctioning of speaking, of seeing, and 
even of being.
In The Order of Discourse, he maintains 
that every society constructs a system of 
prohibitions (taboos) that determines who 
may speak and about what one may or 
may not speak. From this perspective, 
the sanctioning of speech constitutes the 
constructor of truth: that which cannot be 
spoken delineates 
the boundary of 
knowledge. Con-
sequently, sanc-
tions represent the 
primary constitutive 
act of knowledge.
It is worthy of note that 
Foucault’s formulation 
bears an interesting resem-
blance to Wittgenstein’s views, 
both in the Tractatus Logi-
co-Philosophicus and in the Phil-
osophical Investigations; in the for-
mer, he determines the boundaries 
of the sayable and the unsayable, and 
in the latter, he determines legitimate 
linguistic discourses under the theories of 
language-games and family resemblance. 
Of course, the point of departure, the te-

los, and the methodology of Wittgenstein 
differ from those of Foucault.
In Discipline and Punish, sanctions are 
transferred from the domain of speech to 
the “body”. Power no longer tortures the 
body; rather, it disciplines it. Punishment 
migrates from public spectacle to closed 
institutions (the school, the prison, the hospital), 
and in all these cases, sanctions do not 
negate but rather systematize: “Sanctions 
signify conditional permission to live”!
In his subsequent phase, with the concept 
of “biopower,” Foucault demonstrates that 
sanctions constitute part of the mecha-
nism for managing populations; modern 
states exercise control over the life of cit-
izens not through death, but through the 
management of birth, health, illness, et 
cetera. Political and especially economic 
sanctions also follow this logic: the control 
of the adversary’s behavior through the 
management of the target society’s life.At this level — contrary to the preceding negative levels — sanctions represent 
a kind of positive power; they no longer 
merely exclude, but rather shape. Fou-
cault considers this the distinguishing 
feature of modern power as opposed to 
sovereign power. Sanctions, according to 
this framework, appear restrictive, but in 
reality, they are constitutive of a particu-
lar type of subject and reality (truth). Con-
sequently, the theology of sanctions from Foucault’s perspective signifies a theology 

of discipline. God here is not a judge, but 
an overseer: precisely as modern soci-

ety, through its “panoptic” gaze, com-
pels individuals toward obedience. 

Modern sanctions constitute 
modern penance; a perpetual 

surveillance of behavior.
But on the international 

scale, one can state that, 
according to Foucault’s 

view, sanctions repre-
sent the mechanism 

for containing forc-
es, organizations, 
and adversarial 
states that do not 

conform to the 

logic of the international system. Sanc-
tions, within this framework, constitute 
an instrument of pressure and behavioral modification of the opponent, preceding military warfare — an instrument that, in 
the view of some, constitutes a prelude to 
war, and, in the view of others, a factor for 
avoiding military aggression.

Divine economy and the 
ontology of sanctionsAnother theoretical framework, influ-enced by Schmitt — or at least following the general spirit of his thought — is the 
model stated by the phenomenologist 
Giorgio Agamben. Agamben continues 
Schmitt’s project with a critical perspec-
tive; in his books State of Exception and 
Homo Sacer, he demonstrates that the 
foundation of all modern politics is not 
law, but rather “exception”. Homo sacer is 
the human who is excluded from the legal 
order, yet remains within the sphere of its 
power; “one who may be killed, but not sacrificed.”
Sanctions, from this perspective, repro-
duce this same condition: a population 
that is deprived of its right to life and its 
right to death, yet remains ensnared with-
in the global order. Sanctioned peoples 
are the modern homines sacri.
In State of Exception, Agamben demon-
strates that the exception is no longer a 
temporary condition; rather, it is the very 
form of government, and sanctions today 
are permanent, not transient. Humanity 
lives in a condition of “institutionalized 
exception”; consequently, the boundary 
between war and peace, and between le-
gality and lawlessness, is effaced.
But the most explicit views of Agamben 
regarding sanctions are to be sought in 
his book The Kingdom and the Glory. Con-
cerning economic theology, he maintains 
that modern power, in the form of “oi-
konomia” (Greek for “government of men”, also the 

root word for economy), originates from theol-
ogy, that is, a governance that administers 
the world through a combination of jus-tice and efficiency. On this basis, economic 
sanctions can be regarded as one of the 
secularized forms of “divine economy”: 
punishment for the sake of salvation, and 
control for the sake of redemption.
Thus, the theology of sanctions in Agam-
ben’s view is not merely ethical or polit-
ical, but is fundamentally ontological: a 
decision concerning life that is livable and 
death that is unlivable; sanctions signify the definition of who falls within human-
ity and who falls outside it.
From an international perspective, Agam-
ben’s view similarly resembles Schmitt’s, 
and according to his perspective, one can 
state that the dominant international 
discourse, through the construction of ostensibly pacific meanings, not only ex-
cludes rival or adversarial forces from the 
domain of conventional order, but also 
from the circle of humanity, in order to 
legitimize its subsequent conduct, includ-
ing the deprivation of their right to life. In 
Agamben’s logic, sanctions constitute the 
glorious garment of justice in appearance, 
draped over a kingdom devoid of mercy 
(grace).

The article first appeared in the  
Persian-language newspaper Iran.

In his subsequent phase, 
with the concept of 
“biopower,” Foucault 
demonstrates that 
sanctions constitute part 
of the mechanism for 
managing populations; 
modern states exercise 
control over the life of 
citizens not through 
death, but through the 
management of birth, 
health, illness, et cetera. 
Political and especially 
economic sanctions 
also follow this logic: the 
control of the adversary’s 
behavior through the 
management of the target 
society’s life.
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Athletics

Javanmardi, Galavi shatter world record  

to win gold

Iran drawn against China, Chinese Taipei, Iraq  

in pool phase

Iranian teams learn fate  

in 3x3 basketball draw

Iranian shooters Sareh Javan-
mardi and Ali Galavi produced 
a record-breaking perfor-
mance to win the mixed 10m 
air pistol SH1 (P6) gold medal at the first WSPS World Cup 
event of the season in Novi 
Sad, Serbia, on Tuesday.Having finished empty-hand-
ed in their respective indi-
vidual events the previous 
day, Javanmardi and Galavi 
teamed up to top the qual-

ification standings with a 
score of 565 and advance to the final.
The Iranian pair then set 
a new world record with a 
score of 465 to defeat their 
Indian opponents and claim 
the title, while Kazakhstan 
took the bronze medal.
The gold marked a statement 
return for four-time Paralym-
pic champion Javanmardi, 
who announced in June that 
she would come out of re-
tirement to pursue a second 

Asian Para Games gold medal 
in October.
Nicknamed the  “Pistol 
Queen,” Javanmardi, who ap-
peared to have brought the 
curtain down on her illustri-
ous career after winning the 
women’s 10m air pistol title 
at the Paris 2024 Paralym-
pics, had to settle for fourth 
place in the 50m pistol SH1 
event on Monday.
The 41-year-old shooter still did enough to secure qualifi-
cation for September’s World 

Championships in Chang-
won, South Korea, where she will make her first appear-
ance in seven years, as well 
as the Aichi-Nagoya Asian 
Para Games, which begin on 
October 18.

Iran has been drawn along-side host China, Chinese 
Taipei and Iraq in Pool A of the AVC Women’s Volleyball Continental Championship, 
which will get underway on 
August 21 in Tianjin, China.
The draw for the 23rd edi-
tion of the tournament was 
held on Tuesday, with the 12 
participating teams divided 
into three preliminary pools.
This year’s tournament will 
mark Iran’s ninth appearance. The team finished 10th at the 
previous edition in Thailand 
in 2023, with its best-ever re-
sult coming in 2019, when it 
placed seventh.With the champion securing direct qualification for the 
Los Angeles 2028 Olympic Games, China – runner-up in 2023 – will be eager to claim 
a record-extending 14th continental title and its first 
since 2015 on home soil.

Chinese Taipei, meanwhile, 
will look to improve on its ninth-place finish in 2023, 
while Iraq is set to make its 
tournament debut.
Elsewhere, defending cham-
pion Thailand has been 
drawn in Pool B alongside 
Kazakhstan, Indonesia and Australia, while five-time 
champion Japan joins Viet-nam – winner of the AVC Women’s Nations Cup in June – South Korea and Hong Kong in Pool C.
The top two teams from 
each pool will advance to the quarterfinals, while the 
remaining two knockout 
berths will go to the two 
best third-placed teams.
Unlike previous editions, the quarterfinal matchups 
will be determined using the AVC’s Combined Team 
Ranking System rather than teams’ finishing positions in 
their respective pools. As a 
result, a runner-up from 

one pool could be seeded 
higher than the winner of 
another based on its over-
all performance during the 
preliminary round.
Iran’s 21-player squad is 
currently holding a training 
camp in Tehran, with South 
Korean head coach Lee Do-
hee overseeing preparations 
remotely, ahead of what will 
be the national team’s third 

major international tourna-
ment of the season.
Iran retained its CAVA Championship title in June, thanks to a final victory 
over Kazakhstan, before 
enduring a disappointing 
campaign at the AVC Wom-en’s Nations Cup, where it finished seventh in the 12-team tournament in Can-
don, Philippines.

Iran’s men’s and women’s teams have 
learned their opponents for the 3x3 bas-
ketball competition at the upcoming Aic-
hi-Nagoya 2026 Asian Games.
Iran’s men’s team, looking to build on last year’s silver-medal finish at the Islamic 
Solidarity Games, has been drawn along-side China, Malaysia and Hong Kong in 
Pool B of the 16-team tournament.
In the women’s competition, meanwhile, Iran has been drawn against Japan – bronze medalist at the previous edition – Chinese Taipei and Uzbekistan in Pool B.
Elsewhere in the men’s draw, Mongolia – the bronze medalist at Hangzhou 2022 – has been joined in Pool A by the Philip-
pines, Kazakhstan and Sri Lanka, while Pool C features Chinese Taipei, Qatar – the 
gold and silver medalists in Hangzhou, re-spectively – Indonesia and Bahrain.
Japan, Singapore, South Korea and Thai-
land complete the lineup in Pool D.
Reigning champion China has been drawn in Women’s Pool A alongside Ka-
zakhstan, Qatar and Sri Lanka, while Pool C features Mongolia, the Philippines, Ma-
laysia and Macau.

Singapore, Indonesia, Thailand and South Korea complete the lineup in Women’s 
Pool D. Named “Angels of Minab” in memo-
ry of the 168 victims, including 120 school-
children, killed in a U.S.-Israeli airstrike on 
Shajareh Tayyebeh Elementary School in 
Minab, southern Iran, on February 28, the 
Iranian delegation will comprise 214 men 
and 94 women competing across 36 sports 
at this year’s Asian Games.
The 20th edition of the continental 
multi-sport event will open at Paloma 
Mizuho Stadium in Nagoya, Japan, on 
September 19.

Alireza Rezaei won the Gre-
co-Roman 80kg gold medal, 
offering Iran some relief after a shaky start to its bid for a fifth 
consecutive team title at the U17 Wrestling World Champi-
onships.
Ali-Akbar Akou provided fur-
ther consolation later on Tues-
day by claiming bronze in the 
110kg class, while three other 
Iranians missed out on podi-um finishes in their respective 
weight categories by the end of 
Day 2 in Baku, Azerbaijan.
Rezaei enjoyed a comfortable run to the final, outscoring his 
opponents 26-1 across four 
bouts, but had to dig deep 
against Azerbaijan’s Isfahan 
Hasanov, rallying from behind to 
secure a nervy 2-1 victory over 
the home favorite.
Rezaei was put in par terre first 
but defended the position to 
keep Hasanov’s lead at 1-0 at 
the break.

In the second period, Rezaei got 
his chance from par terre and, 
although he could not execute 
a big move, lifted Hasanov and 
forced him out of bounds for a 
step-out point to take a 2-1 lead. 
Hasanov then needed at least 
one point to regain the lead on 
criteria, but the Iranian avoided 
any such situation to walk away 
with the gold medal.
Akou, meanwhile, bounced back from a 5-4 quarterfinal defeat to Ukraine’s Tymofii Prykhodko by 
beating Georgia’s Saba Takidze 
7-3 before edging Russia’s Fedor 
Sukharev 1-1 on criteria in the 
bronze-medal bout.Elsewhere, Ali Esmaeili – the U17 Asian champion in May – 
opened his 48kg campaign with 
an 11-1 technical superiority 
victory over Algeria’s Houssem 
Eddine Bouha but suffered a 6-1 quarterfinal defeat to Azer-
baijan’s Omar Salmanov. He was 
denied a place in the repechage 
after the Azerbaijani failed to reach the final.

Vahid Ashiri, another reigning 
U17 Asian champion, suffered a shock first-round exit in the 
55kg division after a 5-3 defeat 
to Georgia’s Giorgi Kedelidze.
Armin Qoli Galeh also saw his 
65kg campaign end after a sin-
gle bout, losing 7-4 to Armenia’s 
Vazgen Mnatsakanyan.
M e a n w h i l e ,  t h e  R u s s i a n 
squad, which is eligible to 
earn team points for the first 
time since 2021, built early 
momentum in its pursuit of 
a first Greco-Roman team ti-
tle in nine years, collecting 
two gold medals through Sol-
tan Iusupov (48kg) and Shamil 
Labazanov (65kg), as well as a 
bronze courtesy of Edem Pai-
ziev in the 55kg category.

WSPS World Cup Novi Sad 2026:

AVC Women’s Volleyball Continental Championship: Aichi-Nagoya 2026 Asian Games:

Sports Desk

Sports Desk

Sports Desk Sports Desk

Iran’s Alireza Rezaei (blue) attempts a throw 

against Azerbaijan’s Isfahan Hasanov 

during the Greco-Roman 80kg final at the 
U17 Wrestling World Championships in 

Baku, Azerbaijan, on July 28, 2026.

 KADIR CALISKAN/UWW

Iran’s Sareh Javanmardi (L) and Ali 

Galavi pose with their gold medals 

after winning the mixed 10m air pistol 

SH1 title at the WSPS World Cup in 

Novi Sad, Serbia, on July 28, 2026.
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U17 Wrestling World Championships:

Rezaei gives Iran Greco-Roman consolation 
with 80kg gold
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A member of the Research 
Institute of Cultural Heritage 
and Tourism’s academic staff 
has announced the possible 
identification of a new ancient 
burial site near the historic 
cemetery of Lama village in 
Dena, Kohgiluyeh and Boy-
er-Ahmad Province, while 
stressing the need for urgent 
rescue excavations.
During a visit to the historic 
Lama Cemetery, archaeologist 
Ahmad Azadi reviewed the his-
tory of archaeological investiga-
tions in the area and highlighted 
the importance of accelerating 
rescue excavations at the newly identified location, chtn.ir wrote.
Azadi said archaeological re-
search in Lama dates back to 
the late 1990s, when construc-
tion of the Yasuj-Isfahan Road 
led to the accidental discovery 
of several ancient graves after a 
bulldozer struck burial remains.
Following reports from local 
residents, road construction 
was halted, and a team of ar-
chaeologists led by Hassan Rez-
vani carried out six months of 
rescue excavations at the site.

During the first excavation 
season, more than 60 ancient 
graves were uncovered, demon-
strating Lama’s considerable ar-
chaeological importance and its 
value for understanding ancient 
burial practices, Azadi said.

A second excavation season, 
also directed by Rezvani in the 
mid-2000s, investigated addi-
tional graves and resulted in 
the publication of the scientif-ic findings from both excava-
tion seasons. The results were released in a final excavation 
report together with a compre-
hensive catalogue of the site’s 
archaeological discoveries, pro-
viding valuable documentation 
for future research and heritage 
conservation.
The third and most recent ex-
cavation season was directed 

by Mohammad Javad Jafari. 
Alongside the excavation of ad-
ditional graves, archaeologists 
discovered a seal engraved 
with the image of an ostrich, a find that Azadi said could pro-
vide important insights into the 
cultural, artistic, and symbolic 
traditions of past communities 
in the region.
Azadi also referred to a recent 
development in Lama village, 
saying that about three months 
ago a bulldozer apparently un-
covered another ancient grave 
while road construction was 

underway at a location some 
distance from the previously 
excavated cemetery.
According to Azadi, the grave 
closely resembles those previ-
ously excavated at Lama, raising 
the possibility that another an-

cient cemetery exists in the area.
Following reports from local 
residents, work at the site was 
suspended, and heritage au-
thorities are now expected to 
initiate rescue excavations to 
determine the archaeological significance of the discovery.
Azadi stressed that the ex-
perience at Lama once again 
demonstrates the necessity of 
conducting archaeological as-
sessments before implement-
ing development projects in historically significant areas. He 
warned that neglecting cultural 
heritage considerations during 
infrastructure works could re-
sult in the irreversible loss of 
valuable historical and cultural 
resources.
With three excavation seasons, 
dozens of ancient burials, and significant archaeological dis-
coveries already documented, 
the Lama Cemetery has become 
one of the most important ar-
chaeological sites in Kohgiluyeh 
and Boyer-Ahmad Province. 
The possible discovery of a new 
burial ground nearby could 
open a new chapter in archaeo-
logical research in Dena.

Iran’s handicrafts market today 
needs development more than 
ever — a development capable 
of increasing the sector’s contri-
bution to the national economy, 
improving the livelihoods of 
thousands of artists and crafts-
people, and strengthening the 
position of Iranian handicrafts 
in global markets. However, 
one fundamental question has 
received less attention: Does ev-
ery form of growth and increase 
in sales necessarily represent 
real development in the handi-
crafts sector? Or does develop-
ment only gain meaning when it 
is built on the principles of fair 
trade, public trust, and respect 
for the rights of all participants 
in the handicrafts market?
Hojjatullah Moradkhani, a hand-
icraft researcher and university 
professor, wrote in a note pub-
lished by Mehr News Agency 
that, in recent years, discus-
sions about expanding the 
handicrafts market have largely 
focused on increasing sales, ex-
panding distribution channels, 
entering new markets, and us-
ing modern marketing methods. 
Undoubtedly, all these measures 
are necessary for the develop-
ment of Iranian handicrafts. Yet, 
if the fundamental principles of fair trade are ignored, the final 
outcome may be nothing more 
than unsustainable, unbalanced, 
and fragile growth.
Unlike industrial products, 
handicrafts are based on trust, 
authenticity, cultural identity, 
and a fair relationship among 
producers, sellers, and consum-
ers. Principles such as transpar-
ency, fair pricing, protection of 
artists’ rights, healthy com-
petition, social responsibility, 
and commitment to quality and 
authenticity not only strength-en public confidence but also 
increase the cultural and eco-
nomic added value of these 
products.

On the other hand, moving away 
from these principles can weak-
en social capital, reduce market 
credibility, harm craftspeople’s 
livelihoods, and ultimately di-
minish the competitiveness of 
Iranian handicrafts in domes-
tic and international markets. 
From this perspective, fair trade 
is not merely an ethical gesture 
or a symbolic framework; it is a 
strategic necessity for preserv-
ing the sustainability, reputa-
tion, and future of Iran’s hand-
icrafts economy.

The principles of fair trade, 
widely recognized internation-
ally by organizations such as the 
World Fair Trade Organization 
(WFTO), generally include: creat-
ing economic opportunities for 
producers and disadvantaged 
groups; transparency and ac-
countability in management 
and business activities; fair 
and ethical trading practices; 
payment of fair prices to pro-
ducers; prohibition of forced la-
bor and child labor, along with 
non-discrimination; gender 
equality and freedom to form 
trade associations; providing 
safe and suitable working con-
ditions; empowering producers 
and developing their capacities; 
promoting fair trade and raising 
consumer awareness; and re-
specting the environment and 
sustainability principles in pro-
duction and trade.
These ten principles now form 

the foundation of many fair 
trade policies and standards worldwide in fields such as 
handicrafts, agriculture, tex-
tiles, and indigenous products. 
Based on these principles, suc-
cessful international projects 
such as Ten Thousand Villages 
have operated since 1946 and have played a significant role in 
the sustainable development of 
rural handicrafts sales in devel-
oping countries.
However, one of the main weak-
nesses in Iran’s handicrafts poli-

cymaking is that development is 
often measured through quan-
titative indicators. Increasing 
the number of shops, export 
growth, a rise in the number of 
exhibitions, or higher sales vol-
umes are undoubtedly import-
ant, but none of these factors 
alone represent sustainable de-
velopment in handicrafts.
The development of this ancient 
Iranian art industry will become 
sustainable only when the qual-
ity of economic relationships 
improves — meaning that pro-
ducers, sellers, and consumers 
all feel they are part of a fair and 
transparent system.
Ignoring fair trade principles in this cycle first damages pub-
lic trust. Whenever consumers 
become uncertain about the 
authenticity of a product, its 
quality, its price, or the honesty 
of advertising, the social capital 
of the market declines. This loss 

of trust usually does not remain 
limited to one product or one 
economic actor. Consumers of-
ten extend negative experiences 
to the entire market, affecting 
the reputation of many respon-
sible producers as well.
Such damage, if it occurs, can 
have harmful consequences for 
Iran’s handicrafts ecosystem. 
Similar concerns have emerged 
in recent years in some art auc-
tions, where uncertainty caused by insufficient transparency has 
led domestic and foreign enthu-

siasts and investors to approach 
Iran’s art markets with greater 
caution.
At the same time, fair trade is 
not limited to consumer rights. 
As mentioned, this approach 
also emphasizes preserving the 
dignity and rights of producers. 
Many handicraft artists work 
in rural areas and small towns, and a significant portion of their 
income depends on various in-
termediaries. The more trans-
parent and fair the value chain 
becomes, the greater the share 
of added value that reaches pro-
ducers themselves, increasing 
motivation to preserve tradi-
tional skills and transfer them 
to future generations.
It should also be remembered 
that Iranian handicrafts com-
pete in global markets not 
only through technical quality, 
but also through their cultural 
narratives and ethical credibil-

ity. Today, consumers in many 
countries seek products that are 
produced through responsible, 
fair, and sustainable processes. 
Therefore, adherence to fair 
trade principles is no longer a 
luxury or symbolic choice; it has 
become an important factor in 
international competitiveness.
In this regard, protecting con-
sumer rights is also of great 
importance. Consumers should 
be able to purchase high-quali-
ty products at fair prices, rather 
than discovering after a pur-

chase that, due to insufficient 
market supervision, they have 
paid far more than the actual 
value of a handicraft item. Such 
cases have occurred in various 
forms in recent years.
At the same time, producers 
must also be able to present 
their works under fair condi-
tions and should not be pres-
sured by intermediaries or 
marketers to reduce prices 
unfairly. Unfortunately, this is-
sue has become more visible 
in some network-based sales 
models in Iran’s handicrafts 
sector in recent years, creating 
negative effects on the market.
Considering global develop-
ments, it appears that the con-
cept of development in Iran’s 
handicrafts policymaking needs to be redefined. Development in this field means creating a mar-
ket in which trust, transparency, 
fairness, and quality are consid-

ered as important as economic 
indicators.
If these elements are ignored, 
market growth — even if im-
pressive in the short term — 
will eventually lead to declining public confidence and reduced 
credibility for Iranian handi-
crafts. In this regard, the lack of 
continuous supervision by rele-
vant authorities can further dis-
rupt the handicrafts ecosystem.
Simply creating extensive sales 
networks by non-governmental 
groups and using their statistics 
without properly monitoring and 
verifying the mechanisms behind 
these activities may cause, in the 
medium and long term, some-
times irreversible damage to 
Iran’s handicrafts sector.
Sustainable growth in the 
handicrafts market does not 
come from directives or ad-
ministrative orders; rather, it 
depends on commitment to 
and implementation of fair 
trade principles. Market trust 
cannot be created through ad-
vertising campaigns or regula-
tions alone. It is built through 
repeated responsible actions 
and maintained through con-
tinuous adherence to fair trade 
values.
Ultimately, the future of Iranian 
handicrafts will not be deter-
mined solely by production lev-
els, the number of shops, or ex-
port volumes. It will be shaped 
by the quality of trust between 
producers, markets, and con-
sumers.
Any policy, program, or business 
model that strengthens this trust 
moves toward sustainable devel-
opment, while any approach that 
sidelines fair trade principles — 
even if it appears successful in 
the short term — risks endan-
gering the greatest asset of this 
sector in the long run: credibility and public confidence.
True development of handicrafts 
begins when fairness is not 
merely a slogan, but the founda-
tion of market governance.
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Fair trade is key to sustainable growth of  handicrafts market

New archaeological discovery reported 
near Lama Cemetery in SW
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The Tehran Symphony Or-
chestra will perform ‘Kho-
souf ’ (literally meaning an eclipse 

of the moon in Persian), a ma-
jor contemporary Iranian 
symphonic work by Mo-hammad-Saeed Sharifian, 
over two nights in Tehran 
in a programme drawing 
on the tragedy of Karbala, one of the most significant 
events in Shia history.
The work wil l  be per-
formed on August 6 and 
7 at 9:30 p.m. at the city’s 
iconic Vahdat Hall, with 
guest conductor Arash 
Amini leading the orches-
tra and the choir conduct-ed by Behrang Shegharfkar, 
Mehr News Agency report-
ed on July 29.
Tickets for the performanc-
es are available through the 

Honarticket website.
‘Khosouf ’  i s  regarded 
as one of the prominent 
works of contemporary 
Iranian symphonic music 
inspired by the tragedy of 
Karbala, in which Imam 
Hussein (PBUH), the grand-
son of the Prophet Moham-
mad (PBUH) and the third 
Imam of Shia Muslims, was 
martyred more than 14 
centuries ago in an unequal 
battle against the forces of 
Yazid, the tyrannical ruler 
at the time.
The Tehran Symphony Or-
chestra will bring to the 
stage what is considered 
one of the most important 
works in Iran’s symphonic 
repertoire relating to the 
events of Karbala.
Using the combined capa-
bilities of a symphony or-
chestra and choir, ‘Khosouf ’ 

explores themes including mourning, sacrifice, free-
dom, faith and the search 
for truth through a musical 
language and dramatic ex-
pression.
Rather than relying on a 
direct narrative, the work 
uses the expressive power 
of music to invite audienc-es to reflect on the human 
dimensions of the Karbala 
tragedy and offers a dis-
tinctive interpretation of 
the connection between 
symphonic music and reli-
gious and cultural themes.
The performance will give 
audiences of classical and refined music an opportu-
nity to take in a different 
interpretation of the Kar-
bala story through sym-
phonic music performed 
by the Tehran Symphony 
Orchestra.

Tehran Symphony Orchestra to perform 

Karbala-inspired ‘Khosouf’

Isfahan to host ECO health tourism event

Iran’s central city of Isfahan has been 
chosen to host the fourth Health 
Tourism Event, Conference and Ex-
hibition of the Economic Coopera-
tion Organization (ECO), Iran’s dep-
uty Tourism Minister Anoushirvan 
Mohseni Bandpey said on Wednes-
day.
The decision followed a specialist 
assessment of bids from Isfahan, 
Tabriz, Yazd, Birjand and Ahvaz by 
members of Iran’s Health Tourism 
Steering Council during the fourth 
meeting of its specialized planning 
working group, IRNA reported.
The proposals were assessed against 
criteria including medical and tour-
ism infrastructure and facilities, 
transport, health tourism capacity 
and competitive advantages, devel-
opment plans, target markets, sci-entific and specialist programs, the 
ability to hold business-to-business 
(B2B) meetings, and information and 
media programs, Bandpey said.
“After the council weighed up the 
expert assessments, Isfahan was se-

lected because of its outstanding ca-
pacities, organizational capabilities 
and proposed programs,” he added.
Bandpey noted that the interna-
tional event would be an important 
step toward expanding regional co-
operation, promoting Iran’s health 
tourism capabilities, increasing sci-entific, medical and commercial ex-
changes among ECO member states 
and strengthening Iran’s position as 
a leading health tourism destination 
in the region.
The fourth ECO health tourism event 
will bring together representatives 
from member states, tourism in-
dustry operators, medical centers, 
hospitals, facilitator companies, uni-
versities and specialists in the sector.
It will provide a platform to build up 
health diplomacy, exchange knowl-
edge and experience, and create 
new opportunities for economic and 
medical cooperation across the re-
gion. It has yet to be decided when 
the event will take place in 2026.
ECO is a regional intergovernmen-
tal organization founded in 1985 
by Iran, Pakistan and Turkey, with 
its headquarters in Tehran. Its main 
objective is to promote economic, 
technical and cultural cooperation 
among its members.
The organization now has 10 mem-
ber states that include Iran, Pakistan, 
Turkey, Azerbaijan, Afghanistan, Uz-
bekistan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, 
Kyrgyzstan and Kazakhstan.
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Iranian short film ‘Pasta Alfredo’ heads  
to Uruguay’s Fenacies Festival after Albanian award
 Iranian short film ‘Pasta Alfre-
do,’ written and directed by 
Leila Noei, will head to the 16th 
Fenacies Festival in Uruguay as the only Iranian short film in the 
event, continuing its internation-
al festival run.The film, produced by Raham 

Rasouli, will compete alongside 
43 other entries in the Student 
Competition at the festival, 
which will be held in Montevideo 
from September 7 to 13, accord-
ing to a report carried by Mehr 
News Agency on Wednesday.
The latest selection follows on from the film’s success at the 
13th Dea Open Air Festival in 

Albania, where it won the award 
for Best Student Short Film.
‘Pasta Alfredo’ has also been 
screened at the 21st Dieciminu-
ti Film Festival in Italy, the 23rd 
CortiSonanti Film Festival in Ita-
ly, the 33rd St. Anna Internation-
al Film Festival in Russia and the 
competition section of the 14th 
FerFILM Festival in Kosovo.

The cast includes Mohana Seye-
di, Saeed Nejati, Sima Khan-Va-
kili, Barbod Farshidzadeh and 
Mohammadreza Ariansadr.The film tells the story of Nilou-
far, a 14-year-old girl who tries 
to bring a moment of warmth to 
her home’s cold atmosphere by 
organizing a birthday party for 
her cat and cooking pasta.
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