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As the capital of Hormozgan 
Province, Bandar Abbas has long 
occupied a strategic position on 
the southern coast of Iran. His-
torical records and archival doc-
uments show that the city was 
once protected by several defen-
sive fortifications that safeguard-
ed the coastline and secured 
vital shipping routes across the 
Persian Gulf.
Among these were at least two 
major fortresses in old Bandar 
Abbas. One stood in the Naband 
area, while another was located 
between present-day Delgosha 
Street and what is now Amin 
Hotel. Built on elevated ground 
overlooking the Persian Gulf, 
the coastal fortress commanded 
a strategic vantage point. Three 
watchtowers enabled defend-
ers to monitor passing vessels 
and maintain security along the 
shoreline.
The fortress was occupied by 
Portuguese forces following 
their arrival in the Persian 
Gulf in the early 16th century. 
The occupation formed part of 
Portugal’s broader campaign 
to dominate maritime trade in 
the Persian Gulf and the Indian 
Ocean, with Bandar Abbas be-
coming one of the key centers 

of its military presence in the 
region.
The balance of power shifted 
during the Safavid era when 
Shah Abbas I ordered his com-
mander, Imam-Qoli Khan, to 
launch a campaign to recap-
ture the port. About 400 years 
ago, Iranian forces expelled the 
Portuguese from the fortress 
and demolished their military 
installations, a victory widely 
regarded as a milestone in re-
storing Iranian control over the 
Persian Gulf.
A new fortress, known as 
Qal’eh-ye Shah Abbasi and re-
ferred to in historical sources 

as Qal’eh-ye Shahi, was subse-
quently built on the site. Be-
yond its defensive function, the 
fortress became the focal point 
of Bandar Abbas’ expanding 
urban settlement, with residen-
tial communities developing 
around it.
The historic neighborhood of-
fers a window into Bandar Ab-
bas’ centuries-old role as one 
of Iran’s most important ports 
on the Persian Gulf, reflecting 
a legacy shaped by military 
conflict, maritime trade and 
migration.
The surrounding district even-
tually became known as the 

Qal’eh-ye Shahi neighborhood, 
one of the city’s oldest quarters 
and an enduring symbol of its 
historical and social heritage.
The neighborhood entered a 
new phase of development 
during the Qajar era, when mi-
grants from the town of Evaz in 
southern Fars Province settled 
in the area, attracted by Bandar 
Abbas’ expanding commercial 
opportunities.
Many of the newcomers estab-
lished themselves as merchants 
engaged in maritime trade and 
commerce with domestic and 
international markets. Their 
commercial success strength-

ened the neighborhood’s econ-
omy.
Today, historians regard Qal’eh-
ye Shahi as a unique intersec-
tion of military history, urban 
development and migration. 
While the neighborhood pre-
serves the memory of Iran’s 
successful struggle to end Por-
tuguese rule along its south-
ern coast, it also reflects the 
entrepreneurial spirit of the 
merchant families who contrib-
uted to Bandar Abbas’ economic 
growth.
Although the historic fortress 
has disappeared, its legacy 
survives through historical re-

cords, archival documents and 
the collective memory of local 
residents. Heritage experts 
say preserving and promoting 
neighborhoods such as Shah 
Abbasi Castle can help safe-
guard Bandar Abbas’ historical 
identity while encouraging cul-
tural tourism.
More than a historic district, the 
Qal’eh-ye Shahi neighborhood 
represents the evolution of 
modern Bandar Abbas — from 
a fortified coastal settlement to 
a thriving commercial center 
whose cultural heritage contin-
ues to shape the city’s identity.
As Bandar Abbas continues to 
expand as one of Iran’s leading 
port cities, historians and her-
itage advocates stress the im-
portance of documenting and 
preserving neighborhoods such 
as Qal’eh-ye Shahi. They say 
these historic quarters not only 
reflect the city’s architectural 
and urban evolution but also 
provide valuable insight into 
the people, events and cultural 
exchanges that shaped Bandar 
Abbas over the centuries. Pre-
serving their stories, they add, 
will help ensure that future gen-
erations remain connected to 
the city’s rich maritime heritage 
and enduring role in the history 
of the Persian Gulf.

Taftan, the highest peak in 
southeastern Iran, is not only a 
major natural and tourism at-
traction but also a region with 
significant potential in tourism, 
geology, agriculture, and eco-
nomic development. Experts 
believe that the proper utiliza-
tion of these resources could 
create employment opportu-
nities, increase local incomes, 
and strengthen development 
infrastructure in surrounding 
communities.
The presence of sulfurous va-
pors and gases, hot springs, ev-
idence of hydrothermal activity, 
and unique geological features 
have made Taftan situated in 
Sistan and Baluchestan Prov-
ince, one of the promising areas 
for geothermal energy studies. 
Alongside these characteristics, 
the distinctive climate of its 
highlands and foothills, natural 
attractions, and the potential 
for cultivating drought-resistant 
agricultural products offer di-
verse opportunities for regional 
development.
Geological studies conducted 
on Taftan have identified signs 
indicating the presence of a 
geothermal system in the area. 
The release of sulfur vapors, fu-
marolic activity, hydrothermal 
alterations, and the existence of 
hot springs are among the main 
indicators highlighting the need 
for further research, according 
to chtn.ir.
Although Taftan’s geothermal 
potential has been discussed 
in scientific studies, exploiting 
this resource requires exten-
sive exploration, environmental 
assessments, economic evalua-
tions, and specialized drilling 
operations. Therefore, experts 
say it is not possible to make 
definitive claims about the 
feasibility or potential scale of 
electricity generation in the re-
gion before completing compre-
hensive studies.

The involvement of the Geologi-
cal Survey and Mineral Explora-
tion of Iran, the Ministry of En-
ergy, academic institutions, and 
specialized investors could help 
develop a roadmap for geother-
mal studies in Taftan. Obtaining 
accurate data on underground 
reservoirs, temperature levels, 
depth, and the volume of avail-
able resources would be the 
first step toward making deci-
sions about the future of this 
natural potential.
The hot and mineral springs 
on Taftan’s slopes are another 
important but underdeveloped 
resource. If their properties 
are scientifically assessed and 
suitable infrastructure is cre-
ated, they could contribute to 
the growth of nature-based and 
health tourism in the region.
Establishing standard hydrother-
apy facilities, eco-lodges, service 
and recreational centers, safe 
access routes, and emergency 
facilities are among the require-
ments for transforming these 
natural resources into tourism 
products. Development in this 
sector should follow environmen-
tal standards and involve local 
residents directly to ensure that 

economic benefits reach nearby 
villages and communities.
Tourism development in Taftan 
should not be limited to season-
al climbing activities and the 
presence of a small number of 
mountaineers. Designing nature 
tourism routes, introducing hot 
springs, training local guides, 
creating handicraft markets, 
and promoting agricultural 
products could extend visitors’ 
stays and help create sustain-
able jobs.
Local management plays a key 
role in introducing regional ca-
pacities, coordinating govern-
ment agencies, and facilitating 
investment. In this regard, the 
Central District Office of Khash 
can contribute to develop-
ment efforts by identifying vil-
lage-based opportunities, prior-
itizing infrastructure needs, and 
pursuing investment projects.
Mahshid Chalish, Governor of 
the Central District of Khash, 
said strengthening the connec-
tion between rural demands, 
government programs, and in-
vestors’ capacities is essential. 
She noted that improving access 
roads, expanding communica-
tion networks, providing emer-

gency and welfare services, and 
supporting local businesses 
should be among the priorities 
in planning for the region.
Chalish added that Taftan’s de-
velopment would achieve de-
sirable results only when the 
needs and perspectives of local 
communities are incorporated 
into decision-making processes. 
The participation of residents 
in surrounding villages can not 
only increase the effectiveness 
of development projects but 
also contribute to better protec-
tion of natural resources and the 
sustainability of investments.
She further noted that cli-
mate-adapted agriculture is an-
other foundation for economic 
development in Taftan and the 
surrounding areas of Khash. 
The region’s elevation and cli-
matic diversity provide oppor-
tunities for producing certain 
orchard crops and medicinal 
plants, which could generate 
higher incomes if supported by 
a complete value chain.
The director of Taftan’s Agri-
cultural Jihad Department also 
emphasized that developing 
suitable cultivation patterns, 
expanding modern irrigation 

methods, training farmers, and 
supporting processing indus-
tries could play an important 
role in strengthening agricul-
ture in the region.
Fazlollah Kordi said selling 
agricultural products in raw 
form remains one of the main 
obstacles preventing farmers 
from achieving real added val-
ue. He added that establishing 
processing, drying, packaging, 
and branding units for medici-
nal plants and orchard products 
could reduce waste while cre-
ating new employment oppor-
tunities for young people and 
rural women.
Kordi said Khash, with its ser-
vice, agricultural, livestock, and 
transportation capacities, could 
serve as a supporting hub for 
economic activities around Taf-
tan. Creating a complementary 
economic chain between Khash 
and Taftan could improve ac-
cess to services, product pro-

cessing facilities, and con-
sumer markets.

He added that joint 
planning between 

authorities in the 
two areas could 
prevent scattered 
and ineffective 
projects. Develop-
ing transportation 
links, supporting 

private investment, 
strengthening local 

markets, and intro-
ducing regional capac-

ities at the national level 
are among the measures 
that could help stimulate 

the local economy.
The director of Taftan’s 
Agricultural Jihad De-
partment stressed that 
activating the region’s 
potential requires a 

comprehensive, scientif-
ic, and phased develop-

ment plan. Such a plan, he 
said, should focus on three 

main areas — geothermal 
studies, health tourism, and 
climate-adapted agriculture 
— while also ensuring envi-
ronmental protection and safe-
guarding the interests of local 
communities.
He noted that Taftan should not 
be introduced merely as a high 
mountain or natural attraction. 
Instead, the region has the po-
tential to become a model of 
development based on local 
resources, where scientific ex-
pertise, targeted investment, 
local management, and public 
participation work together.
Completing scientific studies, 
providing essential infrastruc-
ture, and designing transparent 
investment packages are three 
fundamental steps needed to 
move from identifying Taftan’s 
potential to practical imple-
mentation. Achieving this goal 
could transform Taftan into one 
of southeastern Iran’s major 
centers for tourism, agriculture, 
and clean energy research.
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