Iran Daily staff would like to wish a very
happy National Reporter Day to all the
journalists, those who continue to do their
job with courage and integrity, no matter
what, even in the middle of a war. Your
commitment to telling the truth and covering
the news fairly is something we truly admire.
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Pakistan envoy: Lasting
security requires regional
solutions

By Sadeq Dehqan

Imran Ahmed Siddiqui

Have Iran-Pakistan relations
entered a new phase following the war
launched by the United States and Israel?

Pakistan and Iran have enjoyed very
close and cordial relations since the establish-
ment of Pakistan in 1947, and both countries
have always sought to strengthen and fortify
those ties. Efforts are continuing in line with
the vision of the leadership of both countries.
Trade, commercial exchanges, cultural cooper-
ation and people-to-people contacts are all very
important in this regard. These efforts are on-
going. A number of delegations from Iran have
visited Pakistan, and several delegations from
Pakistan are due to visit Iran to discuss these
issues, remove existing impediments, and pro-
mote closer and more fruitful commercial re-
lations as well as greater cultural cooperation.

What is Pakistan's top priority in its rela-
tions with Iran: border security, trade, en-
ergy or regional cooperation?

All these areas are integral parts of the bilateral
relationship. Both sides have agreed to increase
bilateral trade to $10 billion, and we are work-
ing towards that goal. At present, a trade dele-
gation is visiting Pakistan to discuss the existing
impediments and how they can be removed in
order to further strengthen the commercial di-
mension of our relationship. We are focusing on
that. At the same time, there is also great poten-
tial to expand cultural exchanges and strength-
en political cooperation at multiple levels.

Given its close ties with China, the Arab
states and Iran, Pakistan is in a unique posi-
tion to play a mediating role. Has Islamabad
made full use of this capacity, and how has it
approached this role?

We enjoy good relations with all our brothers,
and this naturally facilitates closer engage-
ment and gives us credibility with all coun-
tries. We are pleased to be in a position where
we can engage on issues that Page 8 >
need to be resolved and help

promote reconciliation, friendship and good
neighborly relations.
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Diplomacy continues in wartime,
with language suited to new realities: Deputy FM

Kazem Gharibabadi
IRNA

C International Desk )

Iran's Deputy Foreign Minister
Kazem Gharibabadi said diplo-
macy does not come to a halt
even during war, but stressed
that the foreign ministry's
messages, positions and lan-
guage must be tailored to war-
time conditions.

Responding to criticism over
the foreign ministry's handling
of diplomacy during the latest
conflict, Gharibabadi said dip-
lomatic efforts continue during
war, although the tone adopt-
ed by diplomats cannot mirror
that used in peacetime.
Gharibabadi made the remarks

during an interview with IRNA.
A new round of negotiations
between Iran and the Unit-
ed States resulted in the Is-
lamabad Memorandum of
Understanding, after which
the United States resumed its
aggression against Iran. The
developments drew criticism
of Iran's diplomatic appara-
tus, while others accused the
Foreign Ministry of failing to
throw its weight behind di-
plomacy as a tool to bring the
conflict to an end.

Addressing critics who ar-
gue that the diplomatic front
should not employ the same
rhetoric as the military front,

Gharibabadi said keeping dip-
lomatic channels open during
wartime was a valid position
because most wars have ulti-
mately been settled through
diplomacy and negotiations.
At the same time, he rejected
suggestions that Iranian diplo-
mats should speak in the same
manner during war as they do
in peacetime.

"How can some people expect
our language in wartime to
be the same as in peacetime?
That is simply not possible,”
he said.

Gharibabadi argued that
adopting a softer tone toward
a "treacherous enemy" that is

killing innocent Iranians, tar-
geting the country's infrastruc-
ture and striking civilian sites
would be counterproductive.
He said it would not be appro-
priate for Iranian diplomats
to respond to such actions by
calmly saying, "We are ready
for dialogue and negotiations,"
adding that such an approach
would only encourage the ad-
versary to expand its attacks.
Repeating his argument that
wartime rhetoric cannot re-
semble peacetime language,
Gharibabadi said speaking in a
softer tone would lead the en-
emy to conclude that Iran had
become vulnerable or weak.

Speaker raps failed US strategy of
‘bullying, broken promises’

( International Desk )

Iranian Parliament
Speaker Mohammad
Bager Qalibaf dismissed
Washington’s recent
maneuvers as empty
“theatre diplomacy,”
declaring that the Unit-
ed States’ strategy of
threats, broken promis-
es and fabricated narra-
tives has failed and that
Tehran will not engage in
further theatrics.

In a post on X on Thurs-
day evening, Qalibaf
pointed to the rapid
shift from threats of a
“massive attack” to sud-
den calls for negotiation,
describing it as a recur-
ring pattern of insincere
diplomacy.

“‘Massive attack com-
ing... wait, never mind,
they want to negotiate.
That’s theater diplomacy
on loop,” he wrote.
Qalibaf stressed that
reliance on bullying, un-
fulfilled commitments
and fake news as tools

of pressure constitutes
a failed approach. He
called on the other side
to acknowledge estab-
lished facts and honor
previous ceasefire com-
mitments rather than
continue the cycle of
empty threats and sud-
den reversals.

“Using bullying + broken
promises + fake news
as leverage is a failed
strategy. Acknowledge
the facts and fulfill your
commitments. We don’t
need more theater,” the

Mohammad Bagqer Qalibaf
ICANA

speaker stated.

The remarks come as
Iranian officials continue
to underline the Islamic
Republic’s principled
stance in the face of ex-
ternal pressure, insist-
ing that genuine diplo-
macy requires honesty
and adherence to prior
agreements rather than
staged displays of force
followed by abrupt re-
treats.

The US and the Israeli
regime jointly launched
an unprovoked aggres-

sion against Iran on
February 28 by target-
ing Iran’s top officials
and also an elementary
school in Minab, south
of the country, killing
168 children, teachers,
and parents.

In response, Iranian
armed forces launched
powerful reprisal attacks
against US and Israeli as-
sets in the region, deal-
ing heavy blows to the
invading coalition. The
war came to a halt after
40 days with a cease-
fire, which was then for-
malized in mid-June by
signing the Islamabad
Memorandum of Under-
standing by the presi-
dents of Iran and the US.
However, just weeks fol-
lowing signing the docu-
ment, the US started vi-
olating the terms of the
understanding, igniting
another round of war
during which the US tar-
geted civilian infrastruc-
ture across southern Ira-

nian provinces.

Saudi Arabia, Turkey, Pakistan sign ‘defense deal’

C International Desk )

Saudi Arabia, Turkey and Pakistan
signed a joint defense agreement on
Friday amid tensions in the region
caused by the US-Israeli aggression
against Iran in February.

In a joint statement published by the
official Saudi press agency and Pa-
kistan's Foreign Ministry, the three
countries announced the signing
of the "Mecca Joint Defense Agree-
ment".

They declared a "shared commitment
to further strengthening their collec-
tive security and to promoting peace,
security and stability in the region
and beyond".

The Pakistani Foreign Ministry said
the pact meant an attack on any
member would be regarded as an at-
tack on all, adding it was "intended
to strengthen collective deterrence".
Since the onset of the regional war,
Saudi Arabia has grown closer to
Turkey, Egypt and Pakistan, which
have been pushing for mediation and
aresolution to the conflict.

A source close to the Saudi military
and government told AFP before the
signing that although the agreement
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Turkish President Tayyip Erdogan (L), Saudi Crown
Prince Mohammed bin Salman (c), and Pakistan's
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif pose after signing a
joint defense agreement in Mecca, Saudi Arabia, on
August 7, 2026.

SAUDI PRESS AGENCY

had been under discussion for a long
time, "the latest developments in the
region expedite it".

Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin
Salman bin Abdulaziz Al Saud, Turk-
ish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan,
and Pakistani Prime Minister Mu-
hammad Shehbaz Sharif signed the
agreement in Mecca.

Saudi Arabia and Pakistan had al-
ready announced a mutual defense

pactin 2025, a move that drew atten-
tion because Pakistan is the Muslim
world's only nuclear-armed state.
Pakistan has also sought to mediate
efforts to end the US-Iran war, while
Turkey has played a diplomatic role
in negotiations aimed at ending the
war in Gaza.

The deal also comes as a truce be-
tween Riyadh and Yemen has broken
down, with Yemeni Armed Forc-
es launching attacks on Saudi soil
and declaring a maritime blockade
against Saudi Arabia in response to
Saudis’ siege on their neighboring
country.

Hizam al-Assad, a member of the po-
litical bureau of Yemen’s Ansarullah
movement, reacted to the pactin a
post on X, saying that, “There is no
security for the invading Saudi forc-
es, nor for their mercenaries, nor for
their camps on our land”.

“Our armed forces are compelled to
reclaim our rights, lift the siege on
our country, and confront every in-
dividual who obstructs our people’s
path towards attaining their rights,
freedom, and independence, regard-
less of their nationality,” he said in a
separate post.

Iran says US nuclear policies
threaten humanity

Iran warned of the catastrophic conse-
quences of the United States’ continued
expansion and modernization of its
nuclear arsenal, saying Washington'’s
nuclear policies threaten all humanity
decades after it became the only coun-
try to use atomic weapons in warfare.
Iran’s permanent mission in Vienna
issued a statement to mark the anni-
versary of the US atomic bombing of
Hiroshima and Nagasaki, describing
the attacks as a lasting reminder of the
devastating human consequences of
nuclear weapons, Press TV reported.
“Preventing future tragedies such as
the atomic bombings of Hiroshima
and Nagasaki requires genuine com-
mitment to nuclear disarmament and
the establishment of a world free from
weapons of mass destruction,” the mis-
sion said.

It emphasized that the mass deaths,
widespread destruction and deadly
radiation caused by the US bombings,
whose effects were felt even by gener-
ations born afterward, underscore the
urgent need to eliminate all nuclear
weapons.

“As a State party to the Treaty on the
Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons
(NPT), Iran supports the total elimina-
tion of all nuclear weapons, reaffirms
its unwavering commitment to a world
free of them, and at the same time, de-
fends its legitimate right to the peace-
ful use of nuclear science and energy.”
The Iranian mission noted that the
United States remains the only country
to have used nuclear weapons in war-
fare, while continuing to expand and
modernize its nuclear arsenal.

The statement came as Hiroshima on
Thursday marked the 81t anniversary
of the US atomic bombing of the Japa-

nese city.

Hiroshima Mayor Kazumi Matsui de-
nounced major powers for justifying
nuclear weapons through the concept
of so-called deterrence, warning that
such policies could fuel cycles of vio-
lence.

“Downplaying the inhumanity of nu-
clear weapons and accepting the use of
force to pursue one’s own prosperity
risk cycles of violent retaliation that
could ultimately result in another Hi-
roshima or Nagasaki,” Matsui stated.
Matsui stressed that the continued be-
lief in nuclear deterrence “simply push-
es a world without nuclear weapons
further into the distance.”

United Nations Secretary-General An-
tonio Guterres also called for renewed
efforts to eliminate nuclear threats, de-
scribing Hiroshima as “an inspiring ex-
ample of resilience, renewal and hope.”
“The horror of nuclear weapons is
just one lesson of Hiroshima. Another
is the need to build a world in which
the threat or use of these weapons be-
comes unthinkable,” Guterres said in a
written statement.

The anniversary came amid growing
debate in Japan over its longstanding
non-nuclear policy, as Prime Minister
Sanae Takaichi’s government considers
changes to the country’s security and
defense framework later this year.
Takaichi’'s government is considering
a review of Japan’s three non-nuclear
principles, which prohibit possessing
nuclear weapons, producing them and
allowing their introduction into Japa-
nese territory.

Takaichi has specifically advocated
reviewing the third principle, which
potentially allows the US to deploy nu-
clear weapons across Japan.
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Iran urges deeper EAEU ties,
offers trade, energy capacity

< Economy Desk >

Iran called for deeper economic engage-
ment with the Eurasian Economic Union
(EAEU) on Friday and offered to leverage its
trade and energy capabilities both bilater-
ally and within the bloc, while urging full
implementation of a free trade agreement
and closer financial and transport ties.
Industry, Mine and Trade Minister Mo-
hammad Atabak delivered a message from
First Vice President Mohammad Reza Aref
at the second meeting of the EAEU Inter-
governmental Council in Cholpon-Ata,
Kyrgyzstan, saying Tehran viewed co-
operation with the bloc as a long-term
strategy for strengthening regional trade,
transport, energy security and economic
integration, according to IRNA.

Atabak said Iran was prepared to leverage
its trade and energy capabilities in bilat-

eral relations and EAEU initiatives, and
would discuss proposals with member
states and the Eurasian Economic Com-
mission through its Foreign Ministry.
"The Islamic Republic of Iran views co-
operation with the Eurasian Economic
Union as a long-term strategy for build-
ing a stronger region through enhanced
national sovereignty, expanded trade
and transport, energy security, advanced
technologies, agriculture, tourism, shared
financial and banking infrastructure, and
closer people-to-people links," Atabak
said, reading Aref's message.

He said Iran believed in regional multilat-
eral frameworks established by countries
in the region without reliance on extra-re-
gional powers, adding that the EAEU held
a special place in Tehran's foreign policy
and economic diplomacy:.

He described the free trade agreement

Industry, Mine and Trade Minister Mohammad
Atabak addresses the second meeting of the
EAEU Intergovernmental Council in Cholpon-Ata,
Kyrgyzstan, on August 7, 2026.

IRNA

between Iran and the five EAEU member
states, which entered into force in May
2025, as the most important practical
step taken over the past year to deepen
economic ties.

He also highlighted the role of economic
and transit corridors in facilitating trade,
strengthening supply chains and food
security, promoting regional integration
and reducing poverty and economic dis-
parities.

Financial integration proposal

He proposed that EAEU central banks
establish a specialized committee to ex-
change experience on central bank digital
currencies (CBDCs) and create an intra-bloc
mechanism for coordination in the field.
He also called for cooperation on develop-
ing a more efficient interbank messaging
system as an alternative to SWIFT.

Iran supports efforts to establish a com-
mon market for oil and petroleum prod-
ucts, accelerate the digitalization of trans-
port and finalize the EAEU agreement on
e-commerce in goods, he said, adding
that such measures would improve sup-
ply chain efficiency, reduce transaction
costs and strengthen regional economic
resilience.

Atabak said Iran was ready to share its
experience and capabilities with EAEU

member and observer states, citing the
country's energy resources, strategic loca-
tion along the International North-South
Transport Corridor and East-West transit
routes, as well as expanding customs and
digital infrastructure.

He said the success of such initiatives re-
quired a predictable environment free of
unnecessary barriers to trade, transport
and economic activity.

On the sidelines of the meeting, Atabak
described the second session of the Inter-
governmental Council as successful.
"Important agenda items were discussed
during the meeting, and after the neces-
sary reviews, the decisions received final
approval, paving the way for closer eco-
nomic cooperation among members," he
said.

Atabak said he held separate talks with
Kyrgyz Economy and Commerce Minis-
ter Sadykov and Russian Deputy Prime
Minister Alexey Overchuk on expanding
trade and addressing challenges in Iran's
economic relations with EAEU members.

Iran-Russia financial, transit ties
During his meeting with Overchuk, Atabak
highlighted progress in banking, trans-
port and logistics ties between Iran and
Russia, saying a joint banking messaging
system, expanded correspondent bank-
ing ties, steps toward a monetary agree-
ment between the two countries’ central
banks, and the connection of Iran's Shetab
and Russia's Mir payment networks had
helped ease trade using national curren-
cies.

He also called for deeper integration of
the two countries' banking and financial

messaging systems, expanded joint pro-
duction of industrial components, power
equipment, machinery and heavy vehi-
cles, the establishment of a unified digital
customs system and green customs cor-
ridor, faster progress on the Rasht-Astara
railway project, and expanded maritime
transport.

Iran-Kyrgyzstan trade, mining
prospects

In talks with Kyrgyzstan's economy and
trade minister, the two sides agreed to ex-
pand trade, joint investment, industrial,
mining, energy, transport and free zone
ties within regional frameworks including
the EAEU and the Shanghai Cooperation
Organization.

The two countries also agreed to pro-
mote joint manufacturing for exports
to third-country markets, expand coop-
eration in knowledge-based products,
pharmaceuticals and medical equipment,
strengthen links between free trade
zones, and increase investment in indus-
try and mining.

They also discussed mineral exploration,
extraction, processing, engineering ser-
vices and mining modernization, while
agreeing to promote the Bandar Ab-
bas-Osh railway route, establish direct
flights, reduce transit costs and advance
regional transport corridors.

The ministers also stressed the impor-
tance of participating in China's Belt and
Road Initiative, expanding banking, lo-
gistics and transport infrastructure, in-
creasing the use of national currencies,
establishing joint investment funds and
exploring new financing mechanisms.

Solar power capacity jumps 4.6-fold since 2024

( Economy Desk )

Iran's solar power generation capacity
has increased 4.6-fold since July 2024
to 5,800 megawatts as the country
expands renewable energy capacity,
Deputy Energy Minister Mostafa Rajabi
Mashhadi said on Friday.

"Through efforts and planning, solar
power generation capacity has in-
creased 4.6 times compared with the
beginning of the government's term
in July 2024," Rajabi Mashhadi said,
according to IRNA. He said total elec-
tricity generation capacity from ther-
mal and renewable power plants had
reached 101,600 megawatts, adding
that the increase in solar capacity had
added 5,800 megawatts to the coun-
try's power generation capacity, a fig-
ure he said might have seemed unlikely
to many.

"Today, electricity generation capacity

through thermal and renewable power
plants has reached 101,600 megawatts,
and with a 4.6-fold increase in solar
power capacity, 5,800 megawatts has
been added to the country's electrici-
ty generation capacity, which may not
have been believable for many," he said.
Rajabi Mashhadi said the addition of
capacity at the Dalahoo thermal pow-
er plant in Kermanshah Province in
recent weeks had increased thermal
power capacity by 2,450 megawatts
compared with last year's peak de-
mand period. He added that resolving
problems at older steam power plants
would add another 500 megawatts to
the country's power generation ca-
pacity. The deputy minister also said
three power plants had increased their
generation capacity by 64 megawatts,
adding that 260 megawatts of electric-
ity from small-scale power plants had
entered operation this year with pri-

vate sector participation and oversight
by Iran's Tavanir power company.
"Under the country's Seventh Devel-
opment Plan, 200 megawatts of small-
scale power plants were expected to be
added each year; and with the cooper-
ation of the private sector and super-
vision by Tavanir, 260 megawatts has
been brought into operation this year"
he said.

Iran has faced electricity shortages, a
situation exacerbated by peak sum-
mer demand and the ongoing US war,
which began in late February and in-
cluded attacks on the country's infra-
structure. The conflict was paused for
several weeks under a ceasefire agreed
on April 8. The government has seta
target of adding 30,000 megawatts of
renewable energy capacity within the
next two years to help reduce daily
power shortages and improve the long-
term stability of electricity supplies.
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Iran seeks greater industrial
cooperation with BRICS bloc

< Economy Desk >

Iran said on Thursday it was ready
to expand project-based industrial
cooperation with BRICS members
in strategic sectors including steel,
mining, petrochemicals, machinery,
pharmaceuticals, medical equipment
and knowledge-based industries, as
the bloc's industry ministers met in
Jaipur, India.

Mohammad Sadegh Mofateh, Iran's
deputy industry, mine and trade
minister for commercial affairs,
made the remarks at the 10th BRICS
Industry Ministers' Meeting, held
under India's 2026 BRICS presiden-
cy.

The meeting focused on industrial
development, support for small and
medium-sized enterprises, innova-
tion, logistics and industrial cooper-
ation, with participants also adopt-
ing a joint declaration.

BRICS, originally formed by Brazil,
Russia, India and China, has expand-
ed to include Egypt, Ethiopia, Iran,
the United Arab Emirates, Saudi Ara-
bia and Indonesia as full members.
"Iran is ready to expand its proj-
ect-based cooperation with BRICS
countries in strategic sectors includ-
ing steel, mining, petrochemicals,
machinery, pharmaceuticals, medical
equipment and knowledge-based in-
dustries," he said.

He said Iran supported the joint
declaration adopted at the meeting,
whose theme was "Building for Re-
silience, Innovation, Cooperation
and Sustainability."

"The Islamic Republic of Iran fully
supports the joint declaration and
believes BRICS participation in the
new industrial revolution provides
an effective framework for strength-
ening industrial cooperation, pro-
moting innovation, enhancing sup-
ply chain resilience and advancing
sustainable industrial development,”
Mofateh said.

He said BRICS countries should

move beyond dialogue toward prac-
tical cooperation.

"BRICS has the capacity to become
a model of industrial partnership
based on complementary economies,
joint investment, technological coop-
eration and value creation,” he said.
He identified digital transformation,
smart manufacturing, industrial
standardization and the develop-
ment of flexible logistics networks
as key areas for cooperation be-
tween Iran and BRICS members.
"Iran's strategic geographic location
at the intersection of major East-
West and North-South transport cor-
ridors enables the country to serve
as a reliable bridge connecting pro-
duction, energy, transport and re-
gional markets," he said.

He also welcomed the establishment
of a BRICS working group on the
photovoltaic industry and said Iran
supported closer cooperation in re-
newable energy technologies, pho-
tovoltaic production, energy storage
and technology exchange.

On the sidelines of the meeting, Mo-
fateh held talks with Chinese and In-
dian officials on expanding economic
ties.

In a meeting with China's Vice Min-
ister of Commerce Li Chenggang,
he called for upgrading bilateral
relations toward joint investment,
industrial partnerships and value
chain development, while stressing
the importance of finalizing and
signing a revised trade agreement
between the two countries.

In talks with India's Deputy Minister
of Industry Amardeep Singh Bhatia,
Mofateh called for reactivating the
Iran-India joint trade committee to
help address barriers to bilateral
commerce. He also highlighted the
importance of expanding banking
services for Iranian traders and es-
tablishing a regular shipping line
between Indian ports and Iran's
Chabahar port to support trade and
investment.
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Simple Joys in Iran’s Northern Paradise
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C Iranica Desk

destinations in northern Iran.

From dense forests and protected areas to wetlands, natural lakes, dams,
and forest parks, every corner of Qaemshabhr offers a different glimpse of
Mazandaran'’s natural beauty. In addition to its natural attractions, the
city’s historical and religious sites add to its appeal, making it an ideal
destination for nature lovers, photographers, hikers, and family travelers.
Its mild climate, diverse vegetation, and pristine landscapes, especially
during spring and autumn, provide visitors with an opportunity to experi-
ence tranquility in the heart of nature, according to kojaro.com. Here are
some of the most notable attractions of Qaemshahr, each representing a

part of the city’s natural and tourism potential.

) Qaemshabhr is one of the major cities in Mazan-
daran Province, located in the central part of the
province amid lush plains and the ancient Hyrcanian forests. Thanks to its
favorable geographical location, easy accessibility, and remarkable vari-
ety of natural attractions, the city has become one of the popular tourism

Qaemshahr offers
journey through
nature, history

Khiboos and Anjilsi Protected Area

Khiboos and Anjilsi Protected Area, one of Qaemshahr’s nat-
ural attractions, stretches from the southern forests near Qa-
dikola in Qaemshahr to the Bagh-e Kuh and Berenjestanak ar-
eas of Shirgah. It is one of Iran’s four types of protected areas
under the supervision of Iran’s Department of Environment.
Covering an area of 3,471 hectares, the protected forest lies
at elevations ranging from 250 to 930 meters above sea level
and enjoys a humid and temperate climate.

The area is home to parts of the Hyrcanian forests and un-
touched boxwood vegetation. Its rich biodiversity, pristine
landscapes, and relatively undisturbed forests have made it
an attractive destination for many visitors.

Important tree species found in the region include hornbeam,
oak, beech, maple, linden, elm, ironwood, and alder. The wild-
life of the protected forest includes valuable species such as
red deer, roe deer, leopard, brown bear, jackal, wild boar, red
fox, badger, porcupine, squirrel, wood pigeon, black-throated
thrush, songbirds, and water snakes.

climbers.ir

Seyyed Abu Saleh Tomb

The Tomb of Seyyed Abu Saleh, an 11th-century Persian as-
cetic and scholar, is one of Qaemshahr’s historical and reli-
gious attractions and is located in Seyyed Abu Saleh village.
The tomb is a square brick structure decorated on the exterior
with geometric designs and abstract cypress motifs made of
plaster.

The entrance door of the tomb features wood carvings and
inscriptions, including a hadith along with the names of the
founder and carpenter. Inside the structure, there is a wood-
en cenotaph and shrine dating back to 1324 AH. Its inscrip-
tion, written in Naskh script, includes Qur’anic verses, poetry,
hadiths, and the name of the person who commissioned the
wooden structure. The tomb represents an example of the
region’s traditional craftsmanship and religious architecture.

neshan.org
Zamzam Dam
Zamzam Dam, also known as Berenjestanak Dam, is among
the popular attractions of Qaemshahr. It is located eight ki-
lometers along the Qaemshahr-Tehran road, near Berenjes-
tanak village, within the boundaries of the Khiboos protected
area. The dam is 242 meters long, 10 meters wide, and 32
meters high from the foundation, with a water storage capac-
ity of approximately nine million cubic meters.
The dam was built to store water and provide irrigation for
nearby agricultural lands and rice paddies during periods of
water shortage. Today, however, the surrounding forest land-
scape has turned it into an attractive destination for nature
enthusiasts.
Visitors can enjoy the peaceful scenery, take photographs of
the forest and water views, and experience boating in the
area. Those who arrive early in the morning can also enjoy
the beautiful sunrise over the tranquil landscape.

Telar Forest Park

Telar Forest Park is located at the end of
Nezam Road, at the western entrance of
Qaemshahr. With its vast area, old trees,
scenic beauty, and peaceful atmosphere, the
park welcomes many visitors and travelers
throughout the year.

In addition to its natural attractions, Tel-
ar Forest Park offers various facilities that
make it suitable for spending a full day in
nature. The park includes shops, restrooms,
designated walking paths, and numerous
pavilions. Some of these facilities require
separate fees for use.

Visitors who wish to spend the night in the
forest can also stay in the luxury cabins built
within the park. The combination of natural
surroundings and recreational facilities has
made Telar one of the most popular leisure
destinations in Qaemshahr.

Kutna Forest

Located southeast of Qaemshahr, the beautiful village of Kut-
na is home to one of the region’s most scenic forest areas. The
name Kutna literally means “lonely mountain,” and the area
has attracted many visitors due to its distinctive geographical
features and natural beauty.

The road leading to Kutna Forest passes through vast plains
and picturesque rice fields, creating a breathtaking land-
scape, especially in spring and summer. The meeting point of
open fields and dense forests offers visitors a unique experi-
ence of northern Iran’s natural environment.

One of the most remarkable features of Kutna Forest is the
river that flows through its green landscape. The presence of
flowing water alongside dense vegetation creates a cool and
pleasant retreat for nature lovers. Kutna Forest is beautiful
throughout the year, but it becomes particularly attractive in
autumn, when colorful foliage provides an excellent setting
for photography and nature walks.

kojaro.com

Golpol Lake

Golpol Lake is located southeast of Qaemshahr, beyond Ber-
enjestanak village and Zamzam Dam, surrounded by a beau-
tiful forest landscape. The freshwater lake consists of two
separate ponds and serves as a habitat for various fish and
bird species.

Although swimming is not recommended in the lake, its ex-
ceptional forest scenery makes it one of the most attractive
recreational sites in Qaemshahr. The peaceful environment,
natural surroundings, and beautiful views make it a suitable
place for photography, relaxation, and enjoying the region’s
untouched landscapes.
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Simple Joys in Iran’s Northern Paradise

Deep Dive

Valiasr Park

Located in the center of Qaemshahr, Valiasr Park has

become a popular gathering place for families and
visitors due to its pleasant environment and suitable
facilities. The park is designed to provide a safe and

enjoyable space where parents can allow their chil-

dren to play and spend leisure time.

Dedicated children’s play areas, walking paths,

and seating spaces have made the park a suitable

destination for families throughout the day and

evening.

Gerd Kuh

The Gerd Kuh Hill is an archeological site located in the Jamanan district
of Qaemshahr. Jamanan was historically a center of local governance and
today serves as the main entrance route to the villages of Bozorg Qadikola
and Ahangar Kola.

Gerd Kuh consists of three large ancient mounds, the highest of which rises
26 meters above the surrounding area. The antiquity of these mounds is
estimated to date back to the Iron Age. Archaeological excavations in the
area have uncovered a cemetery dating back to approximately 2,500 BCE,
along with artifacts such as pottery vessels from the Sassanid and Parthian
periods.

Archaeological evidence suggests that the hills were used for military pur-
poses during the Sassanid era and after the Arab conquest of Iran. The tallest
mound, standing 26 meters high, is believed to have functioned as a military
fortress.

Located southeast of Qaemshahr; the Gerd Kuh was registered on Iran’s Na-
tional Heritage List in 2003 as one of the country’s historical monuments.

Karchang Wetland

Karchang Wetland, with an area of about 12 hectares, is one of Qa-
emshahr’s lesser-known natural attractions. In recent years, the wet-
land has experienced a decline in water levels due to reduced rain-
fall; however, it remains a worthwhile destination for nature lovers.
Because relatively few tourists are aware of this wetland, it has
maintained a peaceful and pristine atmosphere. Visitors can enjoy
the surrounding nature in a quiet environment away from crowded
tourist areas. Karchang Wetland is also known as Karchang Pond.
With its diverse natural landscapes, forests, wetlands, and cultural
heritage sites, Qaemshahr offers visitors a unique opportunity to
experience the beauty of Mazandaran and discover one of northern
Iran’s attractive yet less-explored destinations.

—
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Waking in traditional Iranian village home

Deep unscientific analysis of sleeping on floor in Iran

> Ali Torkzadeh & Saeideh Ajilchi
Travel bloggers

PERSPECTIVE

On our fifth day of unplanned, mostly
aimless escape from Tehran, we woke
up on the floor of a village home 30
minutes outside Sari, the capital of the
coastal province of Mazandaran.
There are no beds or dining tables in
Iranian traditional homes. Everything
— sleeping, eating, receiving of guests
— happens on Persian rugs covering
most of the floors wall to wall. In the
evening, the bedding is rolled out on
the floor.

A traditional home in the village of Seyyed
Mahaleh, near Sari, Mazandaran Province, Iran
escapefromtehran.com

In the morning, the bedding is rolled
back up and stored in a corner. This
automatically takes care of making
your own bed.

The kitchen is basic, at best. Some-
times there’s not even a stove inside
in favor of something primitive out-
side to do away with the problem of
the cooking fumes.

Health of sleeping on the floor
in an Iranian village home

Like most Iranians, both Saeideh and I
prefer to sleep on the floor, on the tra-
ditional bedroll — similar to Japanese

floor futons — rolled out on Persian
rugs.

Many Iranians believe sleeping on the
floor is healthier because the body re-
ceives energy from the earth when it
is in direct contact with the ground.
Saeideh isn’t totally convinced about
this theory, “but then when I'm totally
exhausted and my back hurts, I recov-
er faster when I sleep on the ground.”
Some Iranians, like Saeideh’s grand-
mother, eschew apartment living
because it’s “without spirit” because
of the lack of direct contact with the
earth.

City dwellers in Iran tend to associate
sleeping on the floor with backward-

ness. Other Iranians, like me, associate
sleeping on the floor with humility. I
think my belief is from my childhood,
50 years ago, when Iranians were,
let’s say, more earthy:.

Iranians yearning for

all things Western

Cultural amnesia is exactly the ail-
ment of many modern Iranians, par-
ticularly the ones living in Tehran.
This yearning for the West is so prom-
inent that there’s even a word for it:
“Gharbzadegi”. I know because I had
to actually read a book by that title in
graduate school.

City slickers shun the old world and the
old way of doing things in favor of the
Western lifestyles depicted on satellite TV.

’

When | wake onthe
floorofavillage
home, | don’tmind
thelack of comforts.
Somethinginmeis
at peace.Probably
hastodowithmy
childhood memories
of stayingatthe
traditionalhomes
of mygrandparents
inMashhadand
Tehran.Ormaybe
the peace justcomes
fromtheroombeing
devoid of furniture!

I deplore being
chainedtosomany
thingsatmyown
home.

Western tourists treated like
rock stars by Iranians

They yearn for all things European and
American, which is why Western tour-
ists are treated like rock stars on the
streets of Iran, leading to the bizarre
episodes of Iranians asking to do sel-
fies with total strangers because the
strangers happen to be Western tour-
ists walking down the street. It really is
a little embarrassing to watch.

Please note: Iranians are also stereo-
typed in the West as being anti-West-
ern! Nothing could be further from
the truth. They hate you? They’d lick
you if they could.

At peace in an Iranian

traditional home

When [ wake on the floor of a village

home, I don’t mind the lack of com-

forts. Something in me is at peace.

Probably has to do with my childhood

memories of staying at the traditional

homes of my grandparents in Mash-
had and Tehran.

Or maybe the peace just comes from

the room being devoid of furniture!

I deplore being chained to so many

things at my own home.

“Things always end up owning you,

not the other way around,” Saeideh

often reminds me.

Q The yard of a simple traditional home in
the village of Seyyed Mahaleh, near Sari,
Mazandaran Province, Iran

escapefromtehran.com

Sounds of waking up

in an Iranian village

Rising in an Iranian village home
comes with a cacophony of sounds I
wrote about on my first day of this es-
cape from Tehran: the predawn morn-
ing azaan (call to prayer), the call of the
rooster and the bells of goats leading
sheep to the pastures.

We had two of three this morning:
the rooster and the azaan. Actually,
this village is filled with mosques, the
source of the azaan. We drove by at
least three last night.

It's 10 am and Saeideh is begging me
to stop writing and get going. We have
a busy schedule today. First stop is
Badab Soort springs.

I step outside. The sun is shining, and the
tank and our shoes are waiting outside.
But I leave with a heavy heart be-
cause of my love for this home. The
interesting trip for me — and I know
this would sound insane to family and
friends in Tehran who prize the north
for its shopping malls and beaches —
would be to stay right here for a week
and explore just this village and sur-
rounding villages and maybe get lucky
and get invited into some homes —
although shomalis (northerners) are not
famous for their hospitality.

We headed to Sari, where a couple of
shockers awaited us.

The full article first appeared on Escape
from Tehran.
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U20 Wrestling World Championships:
Iranians to extend GR supremacy,

make up for Baku setback

) ©

( Sports Desk

Iran will chase a fifth suc-
cessive Greco-Roman team
title, and a seventh in nine
editions, when the U20
Wrestling World Champi-
onships get underway in
Bratislava, Slovakia, on Au-
gust 16.

The Iranian squad, however,
will face a daunting task in
retaining its dominance, as
wrestling powerhouse Rus-
sia - the only nation other
than Iran to have won the
under-20 Greco-Roman
team title over the past de-
cade - will be eligible for
team points for the first
time since the 2021 edition.
Russia marked its return
to the global stage in style
last week by completing
a clean sweep of the team
trophies at the U17 World
Championships in Baku,
Azerbaijan, snapping Iran’s
four-year title-winning

Amirsam Mohammadi (r),
pictured after his final

victory at July’s U17 Asian
Championships, will represent
Iran in the Greco-Roman 97kg
category at the U20 Wrestling
World Championships.

IAWFIR

streak in the Greco-Roman
competition in the process.
Iran will enter the tour-
nament on the back of a
commanding Greco-Roman
campaign at the U20 Asian
Championships in Patta-
ya, Thailand, last month,
where the country claimed
the team title thanks to five
gold medals, one silver, and
three bronzes across 10
weight classes.

A U17 world champion in
2024, Armin Shamsipour
will compete in the 55kg
division fresh off a gold
medal-winning run in Pat-
taya, aiming to follow in the
footsteps of his compatriot
Payam Ahmadi, who won

gold in the category last
year in Samokov, Bulgaria,
before going on to claim an
impressive silver medal on
his senior World Champi-

onships debut.

Amirali Heidari will repre-
sent Iran in the 60kg event,
looking to improve on his
bronze medal in Pattaya,

while Ali Gharibi will com-
pete in the 63kg division
on the back of an emphatic
international debut in the
Thai city, where he secured

&, o
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three successive superior-
ity victories on his way to
the title.

The 67kg draw will see Il-
iya Alikhani feature after

replacing Mohammadreza
Gholami, the bronze med-
alist at the continental
championships, in the Ira-
nian squad.

Ahmadreza Mohammadian
will compete in the 72kg
division, hoping to bounce
back from a disappoint-
ing campaign at the 2025
World Championships,
where he crashed out in
the opening round.

Amir Saeidi Nava will rep-
resent the country in the
77kg division, while Alireza
Mohammad-Hosseini will
compete in the 82kg divi-
sion as the reigning Asian
champion. Amirhossein
Nematzadeh, the bronze
medalist in Pattaya, will
take part in the 87kg com-
petition.

A U17 world champion at
92kg last year, Amirsam
Mohammadi, who suf-
fered a quarterfinal exit in
the 87kg class at the 2025
World Championships, will
be among the favorites in
the 97kg category after
proving to be in a league of
his own at the Asian event,
outscoring his opponents
28-0 across four bouts.
Amirhossein Abdevali will
also look to build on his
Asian gold medal when he
begins his campaign in the
130kg division.

Iran to bid for hosting
revived Asian Futsal Club Ch’ship

( Sports Desk )

Iran will submit an official bid to
host the revived AFC Futsal Club
Championship on Kish Island, Eh-
san Kamyani, the head of the Ira-
nian Football Federation’s Futsal
Committee, has confirmed.

The Asian Football Confederation
(aFc) announced on Thursday that
the continental showpiece will
resume after an eight-year hiatus,
with clubs from Afghanistan, Indo-
nesia, Iran, Iraq, Japan, Thailand,
Uzbekistan, and Vietnam set to
feature in the tournament, which
will kick off on December 6, 2027.
Kamyani credited Iranian Football
Federation president Mehdi Taj,
who also serves as chairman of
the AFC Futsal and Beach Soccer
Committee, for playing a key role
in bringing the competition back.

“We should first extend our spe-
cial thanks to Mr. Taj. He made sig-

nificant efforts to ensure the AFC
Futsal Club Championship was
reinstated,” Kamyani told the offi-
cial website of the national football
governing body.

He added that all qualified member
associations are eligible to apply to
host the event and confirmed that

AFC

Iran will officially enter the bidding
process.

“Our proposal is to stage the tour-
nament on Kish Island,” he said.
Kamyani also revealed that the fed-
eration will seek permission from
the AFC to enter two Iranian clubs
in the competition instead of one.
“According to the federation’s regu-
lations, we will follow the approved
procedures, but we will consult
with Mr. Taj to see if it is possible for
Iran to have two representatives -
the champions of the previous and
the upcoming Persian Gulf Futsal
Premier League seasons,” he said.
The futsal official expressed confi-

dence that the tournament would
quickly establish itself as one of
Asia’s premier club competitions.
“The launch of this competition is
a very important step. Many par-
ticipating clubs have high-quality
foreign players, and the technical
standard will be high. I am con-
fident we will witness exciting
matches from the very first edi-
tion,” Kamyani said.

He added that the competition is
expected to expand in both scale
and commercial value over time.
“As the tournament continues, both
the number of participating teams
and its technical and economic val-
ue will grow. The interest shown
by different countries in hosting
the event demonstrates its strong
potential for development,” he said.
Kamyani also stressed that, should
Iran win the hosting rights, the fed-
eration would ensure the tourna-
ment is staged to the highest stan-
dard while adjusting the domestic
futsal league schedule to give the
country’s representative(s) suffi-
cient preparation time.

Nagoya Oceans of Japan defeated
Iran’s Mes Sungun 2-0 in the final
when the tournament was last held
in Bangkok in 2019, claiming a re-
cord-extending fourth title in the
competition’s 10th edition.

Mes remains the most recent of
four Iranian clubs - alongside Giti
Pasand, Foolad Mahan, and Ta’sisat
Daryaei - to have won the title, lift-
ing the trophy in 2018.

FIVB U17 Boys’ World Championship:

14-man roster named

ahead of final training camp

< Sports Desk )

Iran head coach Arash Sad-
eqiani has named a 14-man
squad for a training camp,
which begins today in Teh-
ran, ahead of the upcom-
ing FIVB U17 Boys’ World
Championship.

The second edition of the
global showpiece, featuring
24 teams, will kick off on
August 19 in Doha, Qatar,
with Iran facing a daunt-
ing group-stage campaign
against Brazil, Japan, and
Bulgaria in Pool E.

The camp will serve as
the final stage of prepara-
tion for the Iranian team,
which secured qualifica-
tion for the tournament
after finishing runner-up
at the Asian U16 Champi-
onship in July.

Pakistan, which rallied from
two sets down to stun Iran
in a thrilling five-set final in
Nakhon Pathom, Thailand,
last month, will make its
debut at the world event,
with Japan, India, Chinese
Taipei, and host Qatar com-
pleting the Asian contingent
in Doha.

Iran finished fifth at the in-
augural U17 World Cham-

pionship in Sofia, Bulgaria,
in 2024 after defeating Bel-
gium 3-2 in its final classifi-
cation match.

[taly came from two sets
down to beat Argentina in
the final in the Bulgarian
capital, while Chinese Taipei
defeated Spain 3-2 to claim
the bronze medal.

Setter Aydin Poozesh and
outside hitter Azhvan
Namazi, who were named
to the tournament’s Dream
Team at the Asian Champi-
onship, headline the Iranian
roster, which also includes
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Sina Hazrati, Akam Ebra-
himnejad, Seyyed Amirreza
Mirhosseini, Arash Ashrafi,
Hamzeh Aghcheli, Amirreza
Faramarzi, Monib Sheikh,
Mohammadreza Zibaei, Sina
Ahmadi, Parsa Maghsoudi,
Radan Salehi, and Yasin Asa-
dizadeh.

Mostafa Rezaei will serve as
team manager, while Sade-
giani will be assisted by tech-
nical advisor Hossein Vaziri
and coaches Vahid Sadeqi,
Hesameddin Nayiji, Asghar
Najafi, Javad Rezaei-Nasr,
and Hamid Ahmadi.

Iran likely to feature in four-team tournament in Basra

( Sports Desk )

Iran is expected to take
part in a four-nation inter-
national tournament in the
Iraqi city of Basra during
the November FIFA inter-
national window, accord-
ing to Iraqi media reports.
Hosts Iraq and Uzbekistan
have reportedly confirmed
their participation, while
the Iranian Football Fed-

eration (FFIRI) has given its
initial approval to join the
tournament.

Should Iran’s participa-
tion be finalized, the event
will serve as part of Team
Melli’s preparations for
the 2027 AFC Asian Cup,
which Kicks off on January
7 in Saudi Arabia.

A semifinalist at the previ-
ous two editions, Iran will
begin its bid for a fourth

Asian Cup title - and its
first since 1976 - against
China in Group C, which
also features Kyrgyzstan
and Syria, at Riyadh’s
Kingdom Arena on Janu-
ary 9.

The Basra tournament
could also set up another
meeting between Iran and
Uzbekistan, a fixture that
has developed into one of
Asian football’s most com-

pelling rivalries in recent
years.

The future of Iran’s bench,
however, remains unclear.
Head coach Amir Qalen-
oei’s contract, signed in
March 2023, expired last
week, and the FFIRI has
yet to officially confirm
an extension ahead of the
continental showpiece.
Qalenoei, who guided Iran
to the quarterfinals of the

2007 Asian Cup during his
first spell in charge and to
the semifinals of the 2023
edition, also oversaw
Team Melli’s campaign
at the recently concluded
FIFA World Cup in North
America. Iran drew with
New Zealand (2-2), Belgium
(0-0), and Egypt (1-1) to fin-
ish third in its group and
miss out on a place in the
knockout stage.
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Siraf moves closer to UNESCO world status

Bushehr advances heritage projects

( Iranica Desk )

Iran’s bid to have the ancient
port of Siraf inscribed on UNE-
SCO’s World Heritage List has
cleared its initial review after
the site was submitted as the
country’s final nomination for
the 2026 cycle, Bushehr’s direc-
tor general of Cultural Heritage,
Tourism and Handicrafts said.
Nasrollah Ebrahimi said the
nomination was made a pro-
vincial priority after 19 years of
calls by local residents, civil so-
ciety organizations and cultural
heritage activists. A dossier that
would normally take about two
years to prepare was complet-
ed and submitted in just four
months following intensive work
by experts, extensive research,
the compilation of documenta-
tion and field studies, according
to IRNA.

The Siraf dossier was reviewed
by the Ministry of Cultural Her-
itage’s World Heritage Registra-
tion Policy Council, alongside
strong competing nominations,
including one from Khorasan
Razavi Province. It secured the
council’s approval after officials
highlighted the ancient port’s
historical, cultural and civiliza-
tional importance, Ebrahimi said.
According to correspondence be-
tween UNESCO and Iran’s Minis-
try of Cultural Heritage, UNESCO
evaluators are expected to visit
Siraf later this summer to assess
the site’s conservation, manage-
ment and social conditions.
Preparatory work at the historic
port has already begun, Ebra-
himi said. Meetings have been
held with relevant government
agencies and technical teams
have been deployed to complete
conservation, restoration, tech-
nical and community-related
measures ahead of the UNESCO
assessment.

“Siraf’s inscription on the World

Heritage List cannot be achieved
without public participation,”
Ebrahimi said, expressing hope
that support from the Bushehr
provincial governor, the gov-
ernor of Kangan, government
agencies and the local commu-
nity would help bring the nomi-
nation to a successful conclusion.
He also congratulated officials
involved in the recent inscription
of Alamut Castle in Qazvin Prov-
ince on the World Heritage List
and expressed hope that Siraf
would become Iran’s next World
Heritage site, either by the end of
this year or in 2027.

Ebrahimi also announced plans
to open four new museums in
the province by the end of the
current Iranian calendar year
(March 21, 2027), saying museum
development is among the pri-
orities of the Ministry of Cultural
Heritage under the Seventh De-
velopment Plan.

The Shahid Rais Ali Delvari
Museum, which required ex-
tensive redevelopment after
17 years, including improve-
ments to its exhibits and struc-
tural reinforcement, has been
renovated and equipped with
modern technology and up-
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dated content. It is scheduled
to open during Government
Week.

Ebrahimi announced that the
Jam Museum would open during
Government Week or Tourism
Week, saying it was established
with the participation of Jam
Municipality and that the Cul-
tural Heritage Department was
currently developing its content.
Ebrahimi said archaeological
remains dating back more than
12,000 years to the Paleolithic

| Bhahid Rasinhll Delvarl Mussum L = —
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period had been discovered in
Jam. The museum will provide
an opportunity to introduce part
of the region’s ancient history to
residents and tourists. Mean-
while, as Siraf is being prepared
for the UNESCO assessment, its
museum is also undergoing re-
organization, including the rear-
rangement of artifacts and dis-
play cases, ahead of reopening.

The Alavi Printing Museum in
Bushehr’s historic district is
scheduled to open by Febru-

bgrows.ir

ary, following restoration work
and changes to its exhibits. The
Bushehr Anthropology Muse-
um, meanwhile, is 80 percent
through its restoration and is
expected to be ready for visitors
by the same time.

Restoration is continuing at the
historic Khormoj Bathhouse,
located within the Mohammad
Khan Dashti Castle complex,
with the participation of Khor-
moj Municipality.

Plans are also being pursued
to establish a sports museum
in Bushehr in cooperation with
the provincial Department of
Sports and Youth Affairs and
sports-sector activists. The prov-
ince has a particularly strong
sporting heritage, especially in
football.

Ebrahimi also said efforts were
continuing to develop the Dasht-
estan Museum at the Moshir
Caravanserai in Borazjan. The
site contains valuable historical
remains dating from the Achae-
menid period through the Islam-
ic era and was also used during
the Pahlavi era as a place of exile
for several prominent national
figures. It therefore has the po-
tential to become a museum of

resistance, he said.

Other major restoration projects
include the Moshir Bridge in Bo-
razjan, Kalat Ahram Castle and
the bathhouse at Mohammad
Khan Dashti Castle.

Ebrahimi said the regeneration
of Bushehr’s historic district,
supported by private-sector in-
vestment and the conversion of
historic houses into traditional
guesthouses and boutique ho-
tels, had helped transform the
area into a hub for sustainable
tourism.

Cultural events, including
Sharveh-Khani, Ta’zieh per-
formances and ethnic festivals,
have also helped demonstrate
the vitality of the historic dis-
trict, he said.

Ebrahimi also addressed the
state of tourism in the province
in recent months, saying that
from December 2025, when
Bushehr’s peak tourism season
began, through August 2026, the
province’s tourism sector suf-
fered serious setbacks.

He added that tourism facilities
bore the brunt of the impact in
terms of visitor numbers, rev-
enue and employment, with
losses in some cases exceeding
those suffered by industrial and
petrochemical companies.
“Bushehr currently has 27 hotels
and hotel-apartments, 11 guest-
houses, 41 eco-lodges, 53 travel
agencies, 13 private guesthouses,
six coastal and marine tourism
centers, eight traditional accom-
modation facilities, 14 traditional
restaurants and eight roadside
restaurants.”

The province has 8,993 accom-
modation beds, with occupancy
reaching 94 percent during peak
tourism periods. Ebrahimi said
715 handicraft licenses had so
far been issued in the province,
while 34 national seals of quality
had been awarded to Bushehr
artisans.

Visit Kataleh Khor Cave for wonders of underground world

Iranica Desk

Hidden beneath the limestone
mountains of northwestern Iran,
Kataleh Khor Cave stands as one
of the country’s most remarkable
geological formations, offering vis-
itors a rare glimpse into millions
of years of natural history while
serving as one of Zanjan Prov-
ince’s leading tourist attractions.
Located near the town of Garm-
ab in Khodabandeh, the cave is
renowned for its vast chambers,
intricate limestone formations,
mysterious underground passag-
es and consistently cool tempera-
ture. Beyond its scenic appeal,
the site is valued for its geologi-
cal, scientific and environmental
significance, attracting tourists,
researchers and nature enthusi-
asts alike.

The journey to the cave takes vis-
itors through the mountainous
landscapes of the region, adding to
its appeal as a destination for na-
ture tourism, according to chtn.ir.
The name “Kataleh Khor” has
several interpretations in the
local dialect, with one common
meaning translated as “Mountain
of the Sun.”

Although local residents had long
been familiar with the cave’s en-
trance, it was officially identified
in 1952 by a group of mountain-
eers. Since then, geological sur-
veys and speleological studies

have continued to highlight the
cave’s scientific importance and
tourism potential.

Kataleh Khor Cave was formed
through the gradual dissolution
of limestone over extended geo-
logical periods. Groundwater
seeped into fractures in the rock,
slowly carving out an extensive
network of underground passag-
es, chambers and cavities over
millions of years.

Mineral-rich water has contin-
ued to shape the cave’s interior
through the deposition of lime-
stone, creating an array of spec-
tacular formations. These include
stalactites, stalagmites, columns,
flowstones, draperies and cau-
liflower-like calcite formations,
each formed drop by drop over
countless centuries.

Geologists believe the cave’s
primary structure dates back to
ancient geological eras, although
the growth of its limestone for-

mations remains an ongoing pro-
cess. Every drop of mineral-rich
water that falls from the cave’s
ceiling deposits a microscopic
layer of calcite, gradually creating
new formations over time.

One of Kataleh Khor’s defining
characteristics is its complex,
multi-level structure. Studies indi-
cate that the cave consists of sev-
eral interconnected underground
levels, commonly described as a
seven-level cave system.

These levels developed as un-
derground waterways expanded
through different layers of lime-
stone. Some passages run hor-
izontally while others descend
vertically, creating an intricate
network of tunnels and cham-
bers.

Much of the cave remains un-
explored. Many corridors and
lower levels are still inaccessible
because of difficult terrain, tech-
nical challenges and conservation

requirements. Access to these
areas is generally limited to pro-
fessional caving teams equipped
with specialized gear.

The sections open to visitors fea-
ture spacious halls, narrow corri-
dors, deep fissures and winding
passageways. The varying di-
mensions and elevations of these
spaces create a striking under-
ground landscape.

Among the cave’s most distinc-
tive features are its stalactites,
which grow downward from the
ceiling, and stalagmites, which
rise upward from the floor. When
these formations eventually
meet, they form towering lime-
stone columns.

The color and appearance of the
cave’s formations depend on the
mineral composition of the water
and surrounding rock. Iron ox-
ides and copper compounds, for
example, produce shades ranging
from white and cream to yellow,
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orange and red.

Carefully designed lighting along
the visitor route enhances the
cave’s natural beauty while re-
maining compatible with en-
vironmental and conservation
standards.

Several chambers have acquired
names inspired by the appear-
ance of their natural formations.
Among the best known are the
Hall of Columns, distinguished
by its massive limestone pillars;
the Bridal Hall, noted for its deli-
cate, light-colored formations; the
Lion and Sun Square, where rock
formations resemble the historic
Lion and Sun emblem; and corri-
dors lined with limestone drap-
eries and flowstone formations.
These names are descriptive
rather than scientific, reflecting
visitors’ interpretations of the
cave’s natural features.

Kataleh Khor is considered one of
Iran’s premier geotourism desti-

nations. Developed visitor routes,

walkways, lighting systems and
other facilities enable the public
to safely explore parts of the cave
while minimizing impacts on its
fragile environment.

The cave maintains a relative-
ly stable and cool temperature
throughout most of the year,
making it an attractive destina-
tion in every season. Its silence,
humidity, dramatic rock for-
mations and distinctive under-
ground atmosphere provide an
experience unlike conventional
sightseeing attractions.

The cave appeals to a wide range
of visitors, including families,
students, geology enthusiasts,
nature lovers, photographers, re-
searchers and experienced cav-
ers. However, authorities empha-
size that the site remains a fragile
natural environment, and visitors
are expected to follow conserva-
tion regulations designed to pro-
tect its geological heritage.

Often described as a “natural mu-
seum,” Kataleh Khor preserves a
geological record created not by
human hands but through mil-
lions of years of natural process-
es. Every wall, ceiling and floor
of the cave provides scientists
with valuable evidence about
the Earth’s geological history, the
movement of groundwater and
long-term environmental and
climatic changes.
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Tehran Symphony Orchestra stages ‘Khosouf’
inspired by Karbala tragedy

< Arts & Culture Desk >

The Tehran Symphony Or-
chestra staged two perfor-
mances of ‘Khosouf’, one
of Iran’s landmark contem-
porary symphonic works
inspired by the tragedy of
Karbala, at Tehran’s Vahdat
Hall on Thursday and Friday,
bringing to the stage a large-
scale musical interpretation
of one of the defining events
in Shia history.

The work, composed by Mo-
hammad Saeed Sharifian,
was performed under guest
conductor Arash Amini, with
vocals by Hadi Feizabadi and
the orchestra’s choir led by
Behrang Shegarfkar. Friday’s
performance followed the
opening night’s concert, Fars
News Agency reported.
‘Khosouf’, which literal-
ly means an eclipse of the

moon in Persian, is regarded
as one of the leading works
in Iran’s contemporary sym-
phonic repertoire centered
on Karbala. Inspired by the
epic of Ashura, it combines
a symphony orchestra, choir
and solo vocals to explore
themes of sacrifice, free-
dom, faith and the pursuit
of truth.

The two-night performance
gave audiences an opportu-
nity to take in a symphonic
interpretation of one of the
defining events in Shia his-
tory.

The symphonic poem is
structured as five continu-
ous movements that guide
audiences through a poetic
and spiritual journey to the
tragedy of Karbala, where
Imam Hussein (PBUH), the
grandson of the Prophet
Mohammad (PBUH) and the

third Imam of Shia Muslims,
was martyred more than 14
centuries ago in an unequal
battle against the army of
Yazid, the tyrannical ruler at
the time.

The opening movement, “In-
troduction”, draws on verses
by the renowned Persian
mystic Khajeh Abdollah An-
sari. It is followed by “The
Caravan'’s Journey to Karba-
1a”, featuring poetry by Bijan
Taraqqi.

The third movement, “Ta-
sua and Dialogue”, leads
into “The Final Night of
Prayer”, while the conclud-
ing section, “Ashura Day and
Night of Strangers”, depicts
the Day of Ashura and the
mourning that followed.
The integration of classical
Persian poetry with large-
scale symphonic orchestra-
tion creates an atmosphere
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of reflection and heroic sor-
row.

The performances featured
an extensive ensemble of
string, woodwind, brass,
percussion and harp musi-
cians alongside the full choir,
with Feizabadi performing
the vocal passages. Moham-
mad Yahyazadeh served as
orchestra manager, while
Mohammadreza Karimi was
concertmaster.

Rather than relying on di-
rect narration, ‘Khosouf’
uses the expressive power
of orchestral music, choral
performance and solo voice

to invite audiences to reflect
on the human dimensions of

the Karbala tragedy through
a distinctive fusion of sym-

phonic music with religious
and cultural themes.

Iran, Azerbaijan ink three-year sports
cooperation deal

< Social Desk >

Iran and Azerbaijan
signed a three-year pro-
gram on sports and youth
cooperation covering
2026-2028.

The agreement was
signed in Baku, the capi-
tal of Azerbaijan, by Iran’s
Minister of Sports and
Youth Ahmad Donyamali
and his Azeri counter-
part Farid Gayibov after
talks aimed at fostering
cooperation in the sector,
Mehr News Agency re-
ported on Friday.
Donyamali said the
two countries should
strengthen what he called
“sports diplomacy.”

Gayibov welcomed closer
ties, saying that his coun-
try was ready to enhance
sports cooperation with
Iran in all fields

Under the program, Iran
and Azerbaijan agreed to
increase cooperation be-
tween sports federations,
hold joint training camps
and competitions, pro-
mote exchanges of coach-
es and athletes, expand
cooperation in education,
research and talent iden-
tification, and build up
the use of each country’s
capabilities in the fields of

people for expressing
sympathy following the
martyrdom of the leader
of Iran’s Islamic Revolu-
tion Ayatollah Seyyed Ali
Khamenei in a US-Israeli
strike on his residence
in Tehran on February
28 and conveyed Irani-
an President Masoud
Pezeshkian’s greetings
to the Azerbaijani peo-
ple and President [lham
Aliyev.

The Iranian delegation
included Ambassador
Mojtaba Damirchilou,
Deputy Minister for
Championship and Pro-
fessional Sports Devel-
opment Mohammad
Shervin Asbaghian,
Director General for In-
ternational Affairs Mo-
hammad Hassan Taghi-
zadeh, Director General
for Public Relations and
Information Mohsen
Motamedkia, and Alire-
za Hedayatpour, deputy

sport and youth. for cultural cooperation
During the meeting, Don-  and NGOs at Iran’s Public
yamali thanked the Azer-  Diplomacy Centre of the
baijani government and  Foreign Ministry.

Pakistan envoy: Lasting...

Iran's Leader has particularly men-
tioned Pakistan in one of his statements
and described it as a
friendly country. How
could this view influence bilateral rela-

Page1 >

tions?

We are grateful for the remarks by the
“Rahbar” (Leader) regarding Pakistan. He es-
sentially encapsulated the spirit of the re-
lationship between Pakistan and Iran and
reflected the sentiment of the leadership
on both sides. We want to build on that. We
hope to further strengthen our relation-
ship in multiple fields, including trade, the
economy, people-to-people contacts and
cultural exchanges. Both sides should con-
tinue working together to promote mutual
understanding on issues of importance to

our two countries.

On regional security, to what extent does
Pakistan believe security should be en-

to play.

sured through cooperation among re-
gional countries rather than through the
involvement of extra-regional powers?

Pakistan has always called for dialogue and
diplomacy to resolve issues among broth-
erly countries in the region. All regional
states are Muslim countries, and they share
a great deal in terms of faith. There are also
many commonalities in culture, economic
frameworks and history. We need to build
on these shared foundations. Security is
an important aspect of both bilateral and
multilateral relations. Therefore, the best
approach would be to address our security
challenges through regional initiatives. We
need to initiate dialogue among all coun-
tries in the region to address these issues
and find lasting solutions to the factors that
create insecurity, particularly for the small-
er states of the region. To achieve this, all
regional countries have an important role

Iran to begin restoration of UNESCO-listed Soltaniyeh Dome interior soon

( Arts & Culture Desk )

Iran will start restoring the interior of
the UNESCO-listed Dome of Soltaniyeh,
one of the world’s largest brick domes,
in about a month’s time after the govern-
ment approved funding for the project, a
provincial heritage official told IRNA on
Friday.

Mikaeil Mousavi, director-general of cul-
tural heritage, tourism and handicrafts
for Zanjan province in northwestern Iran,
said the government had allocated about
$161,000 for the repair, with an initial
phase worth around $43,000 due to get
under way first.

The announcement follows a recent visit
by Cultural Heritage, Tourism and Hand-
icrafts Minister Reza Salehi Amiri, who
called for renovation work on the World
Heritage site to be accelerated.

Mousavi said a contractor would be se-
lected in the coming days before work
begins.

The first phase will include restoration of
the eastern and western sections of the
dome, the construction and installation of
a wooden entrance door, tile restoration

on the eastern side and improvements
to the area surrounding archaeological
excavations.

The second phase will focus on restoring
the dome’s inscriptions and interior sec-
tions.

Mousavi said that if the full budget is al-
located, other damaged parts of the mon-
ument will also be restored, providing
greater protection for the UNESCO World
Heritage site.

Located about 40 km from the city of
Zanjan, the Soltaniyeh Dome was built
between 1302 and 1312 during the reign
of Ilkhanid ruler Sultan Mohammad
Khodabandeh, also known as Oljaitu. It is
the only surviving structure of the former
Soltaniyeh citadel complex, which once

included a mosque and other buildings.
The monument is regarded as one of the
most significant mausoleum structures of
the Islamic period and one of the world’s
most important architectural landmarks.
It is considered one of the earliest surviv-
ing examples of a double-shell dome in
Iran, an innovation that later influenced
monumental structures including the Taj
Mahal in India and the dome of Florence
Cathedral.

The octagonal structure, which rises
about 50 meters above ground and is
surrounded by eight slender minarets de-
signed to improve earthquake resistance,
is also renowned for its richly decorated
interior.

Although much of its exterior ornamen-
tation has disappeared, its interior still
preserves extensive tilework, stucco,
wall paintings and mosaics covering an
estimated 9,000 square meters, making
it one of Iran’s most richly decorated his-
toric monuments.

The Soltaniyeh Dome was inscribed on
UNESCO’s World Heritage List in 2005
and remains one of Iran’s best-known
architectural treasures.
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TENDER NO.: 08-38-0440046

The National Iranian South 0il Company (NISOC) is seeking to procure
the specified goods listed in the table below through a Qualitative Evaluation Cail
for conducting a public tender via the Governmenlt Electronic Procurement System (SETAD). All stages of the tender process
including the receipt of tender documents, submission of bidders’ proposals, and the opening of bid envelopes, shall be
carried out exclusively through the Government Electronic Procurement System (SETAD) portal at www setadiran.ir Bidders
who have not previously registered must complete the regisiration process on the aforementioned portal and obtain an
Electronic Signature certificate to participate in the tender.
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Vendors who intend to participate in aforesaid tenders are
Intenticn To Participate”®
via fax to the following number along with their resume
according to Qualitative Assessment Form no. 1, available
at:_www.sstadiran,r, not later than14 days afler the second
announcement, otherwise, their requests for participation
in the ®nder will be disregarded. The applicants should
have refevant background in supplying the required goods
and capability to provide and submit a bid bond of 5,254/87
EURO or 8,951, 700,000 RIAL, in favor of NISOC
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HASING DEPARTMENT
Bldg. No. 104, Material Procurement Management Complex,
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