Iranian oil
prices surge to
$4 premium as
USrestrictions
hit shipments
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Pakistani army chief in Tehran

to ‘promote regional stability’
- e

Pakistan’s army chief Asim Munir (Front L), is welcomed by Iranian Interior Minister Eskandar Momeni (Front ¢) upon arrival in Tehran, Iran on August 24, 2026.
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Scenario for renewed
Trump-Kim summitry
after Iran war
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I am making my new film
with Oscars in mind:
Hosseinpour

Redefining Persian Gulf security architecture
after Hormuz crisis

-

By Sharareh Abdolhosseinzadeh
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In the Persian Gulf,
crises often expose
the weaknesses of the
existing order before
paving the way for a
new one. The recent
crisis surrounding Iran
is not merely a con-
frontation between
Tehran and its region-
al and international
opponents; it is also a
sign of a deeper shift
in the region’s securi-
ty architecture, which
for decades has rested
on one fundamental
assumption: that the
military presence of
an outside power can
guarantee stability in
the Persian Gulf.

Recent developments,
however, have shown
that security in the
Persian Gulf can no
longer be explained
through the logic of
the post-Cold War
era. A region where
great-power rivalry
was once largely man-
aged through military
bases, naval fleets and
formal alliances now
faces a more complex
set of threats, rang-
ing from long-range
missiles and low-cost
drones to cyberattacks,
information warfare,
vulnerabilities in ener-
gy infrastructure, and
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growing competition
among regional and
global powers. From
this perspective, the
most important con-
sequence of the Iran
crisis may not be an
immediate shift in the
balance of power, but
rather the exposure of
the limitations of the
traditional security
model in the Persian
Gulf.

End of one power’s
monopoly

Since the 1991 Persian
Gulf War, the United
States has been the
main pillar of the re-
gion’s security archi-
tecture. The US mili-
tary presence in the
Persian Gulf, defense
cooperation with the
Persian Gulf Coopera-
tion Council countries,
and Washington’s role
in providing deter-
rence have shaped the
main framework of the
regional order.

Recent crises, howev-
er, have highlighted
an important reality:
military power, even at
the highest level, can-
not by itself produce
lasting security. The
experience of missile
and drone attacks on
critical infrastruc-

ture across the region
has shown that new
threats can be posed
by actors at a much
lower cost while still
causing significant
damage. This does not
mean the end of the
US role in the Persian
Gulf. Contrary to some
interpretations, China
and Russia do not have
the capacity to replace
the US security role in
the short term. Wash-
ington still has intelli-
gence superiority, glob-
al military capabilities,
a network of allies and
operational capacities
that no other actor in
or outside the region
can fully replace.
What has changed,
however, is the nature
of the US role. An era in
which regional coun-
tries relied entirely on
a single external power
to define and provide
security is gradually
giving way to an era
of multilayered part-
nerships, in which the
United States remains
a major player but is no
longer the sole decisive
actor.

One of the most com-
plex issues in the Per-
sian Gulf is a cycle
in which one actor’s
efforts to enhance its
own security increase
the sense of insecurity
among others. From
Iran’s perspective, the
US military presence
near its borders, exten-

sive arms sales to Arab
countries, and efforts
to establish security al-
liances against Tehran
are viewed as threats
to Iran’s national secu-
rity. Accordingly, Teh-
ran believes that secu-
rity in the Persian Gulf
should be managed by
the littoral states with-
out the presence of
outside powers.

By contrast, many Arab
Gulf countries view
Iran’s missile capabili-
ties, regional influence
and asymmetric ca-
pabilities as the main
sources of their secu-
rity concerns and be-
lieve that maintaining
the balance of power
would be difficult with-
out external backing.
These conflicting per-
ceptions are the biggest
obstacle to creating an
inclusive security order
in the region. The main
problem in the Persian
Gulf is not simply a lack
of military power; it is
the absence of strategic
trust among its actors.
The Persian Gulf Cooper-
ation Council countries
have pursued a complex,
multifaceted policy in
recent years. On the one
hand, they still need se-
curity cooperation with
the United States, but
g?htilf’ Page 3 >
they are seeking to re-
duce their complete
dependence on a single
external power.
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it ST Tender Ref. No.: IASCO-EXPT1405-06 Date: 08/24/2026

Tender Announcement for Export of CC-Alloy Steel Billet
Pleaée ‘be informed that Iran Alloy Steel Company (IASCO) intends to conduct a public Tender
for the export of CC-Alloy Steel Billet under the following terms and conditions:

1. Product Specifications and Commercial terms:

Size &
Dimensions (mm)

Acc. to attached
specification No.

Delivery

Grade Term

Quantity(MT)

FOB Bandar
Abbas

FOB
Chabahar

150*150 * 12,000 25,000(+10%) C01KU9403140502A038

130*130 * 12,000 10,000(£10%) C07KU9403140411A042
it Other Grades may also be considered By Customer Request with related premium

price. (Please clearly specify the desired grade, analysis and etc.)

o Delivery Time: At most 1 (one) week from the date of receipt of advance payment and bank
confirmation thereof.

2. Tender General Conditions:

a. The offer must remain valid for at least seven (7) working days in Iran from the submission
deadline.

b. Vague, conditional or incomplete offers will not be considered.

c. The buyers company must be legally registered outside the Islamic Republic of IRAN.

d. IASCO reserves the right, at its sole discretion, to accept, reject, negotiate, or cancel any
or all offers without assigning any reason or incurring any liability.

e. All payments shall be deemed valid only upon the Seller’s receipt of official bank confirmation.
f. Submission of offer implies full acceptance of all tender terms and conditions.

3. Offer Submission:

For instructions and further information, kindly contact the Export Department using the
following details:

Tel: +9835-31222675 & +9821-88322621.

Email: Salesexp@iasco.net (For registration only, not to send any offer).

4. Closing Date:

Deadline for Offer Submission: Tuesday, Sep 1, 2026 - by 2:00 p.m. (Tehran Local Time)



