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Iranshahr, one of the main
cultural and historical
centers of southern Sistan
and Baluchestan Province,
is more than a mere tran-
sit route. The city is home
to a valuable repository of
the history and civilization
of southeastern Iran, from
sturdy Qajar-era fortress-
es to lush palm groves and
traditional handicrafts
created by Baluchi wom-
en. Together, these assets
provide a rich foundation
for economic and cultur-
al development, yet they
have not been adequately
introduced to domestic
and international tourists.
Moving beyond the tradi-
tional approach to tour-
ism in Iranshahr requires
a determined effort to
transform the city from
a “passageway” into a
lasting destination. By
consciously linking its
historical heritage, indig-
enous arts and natural
environment, the city can
create a promising out-
look for job creation and
the growth of local busi-
nesses. In such a model,
tourists would no longer
be merely passing travel-
ers, but guests who leave
the “land of palm trees
and sunshine” with a
deeper experience of Bal-
uchi identity and culture.
The head of the Cultur-
al Heritage, Tourism and
Handicrafts Department of
Iranshahr said the city has
the potential to become
one of the major tourism
destinations in southeast-
ern Iran, thanks to its his-
torical monuments, natu-
ral attractions, cultural
assets and handicrafts.

Morad Qaderi said
strengthening tourism
infrastructure and sys-
tematically promoting the
city’s attractions would
help encourage tourists to
stay longer and boost the
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local economy:.

“Iranshahr is one of the ar-
eas of Sistan and Baluch-
estan with an exceptional
diversity of tourism at-
tractions,” he said. “Along-
side important historical
monuments, it has diverse
natural, cultural and hand-
icraft assets that can serve
as a foundation for tour-
ism development.”

Qaderi said Naseri Castle,
Bampur Castle, historical
and archaeological sites,
palm groves, natural at-
tractions, and indigenous
arts and handicrafts are
among Iranshahr’s tour-
ism assets. With proper
promotion and the devel-
opment of the necessary
infrastructure, he added,
these attractions could
draw more tourists to the
area.

Referring to the histori-
cal significance of Naseri
Castle, Qaderi said the
monument is one of the
most important symbols
of Iranshahr’s identity and
should be used to intro-

duce the history and cul-
ture of the region and es-
tablish a tourism corridor
in the city center.

Naseri Castle was built
during the Qajar period
on the orders of Naser
al-Dowleh and later be-
came the seat of the ruler
of Baluchestan. Construc-
tion took seven years, and
the complex originally
included more than 150
rooms, a pool house, stor-
age facilities, stables, a
bathhouse, barracks and
a governor’s residence.
Much of the castle’s interi-
or, however, was destroyed
in recent decades, and to-
day its entrance and sur-
rounding walls are among
the most important surviv-
ing elements of the histor-
ic complex.

Qaderi said preserving and
restoring historical monu-
ments is not merely a con-
servation responsibility,
but can also create jobs,
stimulate tourism and in-
crease local communities’
income. Historical sites, he
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added, should therefore be
viewed as both economic
and cultural assets.

He also pointed to Bampur
Castle as another import-
ant attraction, saying that,
together with Naseri Cas-
tle, it could form part of a
historical tourism route in
the region. Proper plan-
ning for the promotion and
organization of attractions
around the castle could en-
courage tourists to extend
their stay.

Bampur Castle is located
about 24 kilometers west
of Iranshahr, near the
city of Bampur, and was
built atop a high hill. It is

regarded as one of the re-
gion’s most important his-
torical fortresses.

Qaderi described Iran-
shahr’s cultural diversity
as another major tourism
advantage, noting that
tourism today is no longer
limited to visiting histori-
cal monuments. Tourists
increasingly seek experi-
ences involving local cul-
ture, arts, food, clothing
and ways of life.

“Baluchi needlework, tra-
ditional Baluchi clothing,

handicrafts, music, local
cuisine and cultural tradi-
tions can complement the
historical and natural at-
tractions and create a com-
prehensive tourism pack-
age for Iranshahr,” he said.
“This can also increase the
local community’s share of
tourism revenues.”

He added that linking his-
torical attractions with
handicrafts and indige-
nous culture would give
tourists greater incentive
to stay rather than make
a brief stop. This, in turn,
could stimulate the de-
velopment of ecotourism
accommodations, restau-

rants, handicraft sales
and other tourism-related
businesses.

Iranshahr also enjoys a
strategic transportation
position in southern Sistan
and Baluchestan and lies
along routes connecting
different parts of the prov-
ince. According to Qaderi,
this creates an opportunity
to attract passing tourists,
but turning that potential
into sustainable income
requires transforming
Iranshahr from a “transit
city” into a “tourism des-
tination.”

One of the key issues in
developing tourism in
Iranshahr is creating con-
ditions that encourage
visitors not simply to pass
through the city, but to
stop and stay explore its
attractions, use tourism
services and become ac-
quainted with the region’s
culture.

Qaderi emphasized that
strengthening tourism in-
frastructure, professional-
ly promoting attractions,
expanding accommoda-
tion facilities, training and
organizing tour guides,
and supporting handicraft
producers should all be
pursued simultaneously
so that existing assets can
be turned into tourism
products.

Qaderi said Iranshahr has
historically been one of
the important centers of
Baluchestan and that the
remains of different histor-
ical periods demonstrate
the considerable heritage
potential of the area.
“Iranshahr’s tourism can-
not be defined by just one

or two historical monu-
ments,” he said. “There is
an opportunity to create a
chain of historical, cultural,
natural and rural tourism
in the city”

He added that the resto-
ration and improvement
of Naseri Castle have also
been pursued in recent
years with the participa-
tion of the provincial Cul-
tural Heritage, Tourism
and Handicrafts Depart-
ment and Iranshahr Mu-
nicipality. If completed and
accompanied by a cultural
and tourism use plan, the
project could help revive
one of the city’s most im-
portant historical symbols.
Qaderi stressed that Iran-
shahr does not necessar-
ily need to discover new
attractions to develop
tourism; rather, it needs
to organize, promote and
connect the assets it al-
ready possesses.
According to him, Naseri
Castle could serve as the
starting point for historical
tourism in the city center,
Bampur Castle could com-
plete part of the region’s
historical route, palm
groves and natural attrac-
tions could support nature
tourism, while handicrafts
and Baluchi culture could
provide the cultural di-
mension of the journey.
“The goal should be to
introduce Iranshahr’s di-
verse assets through a co-
herent plan so that tourists
can experience part of the
history, nature and culture
of Baluchestan during a
single trip,” Qaderi said.
He added that local com-
munities and the private
sector have a particularly
important role to play in
this process. Tourism de-
velopment will be sustain-
able, he said, only when its
benefits reach local com-
munities and local busi-
nesses and residents see
themselves as an integral
part of the tourism cycle.

Azarbaijan Museum demonstrates Tabriz's rich historical heritage
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Museums are among the
most important historical
sites in any city, offering
a glimpse into its histo-
ry and antiquity. Tabriz,
known for its rich and an-
cient historical fabric, has
the second-largest number
of museums in Iran after
Tehran. Among them is the
Azarbaijan Museum, which
houses a unique collection
of historical artifacts.

The Azarbaijan Museum
is one of Iran’s oldest and
most important museums
and a prominent histori-
cal site in Tabriz. Located
in the heart of the city, it
attracts large numbers of
domestic and international
tourists each year. Tabriz
can aptly be described as
a city of museums, with its
wealth of historical monu-
ments, buildings and mu-
seums, each showcasing a
part of Iran’s history.

Azarbaijan Museum is
regarded as one of Iran’s
most important museums
and the country’s sec-
ond-largest archaeological
museum after the National
Museum of Iran. Covering
a built-up area of 2,400

square meters, the muse-
um has three floors, with
an exhibition hall on each
floor measuring 37 by 12
meters, as well as several
administrative rooms and
alibrary.

The museum was designed
based on plans prepared
by French archaeologist
André Godard, drawing
inspiration from the local
architectural style of Ira-
nian Azarbaijan, and was
constructed under the su-
pervision of Ismail Dibaj.
The Azarbaijan Museum,
one of Tabriz’s major tour-
ist attractions, is located
on Imam Street next to the
Blue Mosque.

The history of establishing
a museum in Tabriz dates
back to 1927-1928, when

an exhibition of coins dis-
covered in the city was
held at the Tarbiat Library.
Following the exhibition, a
group of cultural enthusi-
asts made extensive efforts
to establish a comprehen-
sive museum in Tabriz.
Their efforts eventually
led to the foundation of
the Azarbaijan Museum in
May 1958.

Construction of the mu-
seum building, consisting
of three exhibition halls,
was completed in 1962,
and the museum officially
opened in October of that
year.

Although the establish-
ment of the Azarbaijan
Museum took considerable
time, exhibitions of his-
torical and artistic works

continued to be held in
the ancient city of Tabriz
during the intervening
years. These included an
exhibition of 202 historical
artifacts from the Iran Bas-
tan Museum, now known
as the National Museum of
Iran, in 1957, as well as an
exhibition of historical ar-
tifacts and objects from Ta-
briz at Nejat High School.

Today, the Azarbaijan Mu-
seum houses an important
collection of approximate-
ly 12,000 archaeologi-
cal and artistic objects.
Around 2,300 of these ob-
jects have been registered,
while limited exhibition
space means that only a
portion of the collection
is currently displayed in
different sections of the

museum.
The museum consists of
three halls covering a to-
tal exhibition area of 800
square meters, as well as a
dedicated hall for display-
ing historical coins and
seals of Iran on the first
floor.

The ground floor houses
historical artifacts and ob-
jects from prehistoric and
pre-Islamic periods. Pot-
tery from the Ismailabad
archaeological site, dating
back around 7,000 years,
is among the oldest objects
displayed in this section.
The collection also in-
cludes serpentine stones
discovered in Jiroft, dating
to prehistoric times and
bearing images of various
plants and animals. A fe-
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male deity figurine discov-
ered in Rostamabad, Gilan
Province, is approximately
3,000 years old and de-
picts the status and sig-
nificance of women in an-
cient Iran. Rhytons dating
back 2,000 to 3,000 years
are also preserved in the
museum.

The remains of a man
and a woman dating back
around 3,000 years were
discovered in 1999 in
the vicinity of the Blue
Mosque. The remains are
believed to have belonged
to a 3,000-year-old ceme-
tery and were transferred
to the Azarbaijan Museum
for public display.

A stone inscription bear-
ing the phrase Bismillah,
created by Mohammad-Ali

Quchani, is displayed at
the end of the ground-floor
hall. Four of the five sec-
tions form the frame, while
the remaining section con-
tains the inscription.

The oldest objects on
the first floor date to the
fourth century AH and
originate from the city of
Nishapur. Notable features
of these artifacts include
the use of Kufic script,
Islamic floral motifs and
white glaze.

The collection also in-
cludes pottery dating from
the Ilkhanid period and a
combination lock dating to
the sixth century AH.

A hall dedicated to histori-
cal coins and seals displays
some of the oldest coins
minted in Iran, ranging
from the Achaemenid peri-
od to the Qajar era. Exam-
ples of historical Iranian
seals are also exhibited in
this section.

The Azarbaijan Museum
is one of dozens of muse-
ums in Tabriz showcasing
artifacts from different
periods of Iranian history,
making it an important
destination for visitors
interested in the country’s
history, culture and art.



