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Iranians’ legal rights must be
recognized under int’l law: Pezeshkian

US secondary sanctions unlikely to disrupt Turkey-Iran ties

By Delaram Ahmadi

Rahman Ghahramanpour

What is Tur-
key’s likely response to the
US threat of secondary sanc-
tions? Would Ankara be will-
ing to scale back its economic
and trade ties with Iran?

Regarding
Turkey’s likely behavior, it can
be pointed out that the country
has generally not fully enforced
such sanctions in the past. Tur-
key has a broader policy of im-
plementing sanctions imposed
by international organizations,
specifically the United Nations.
On that basis, there is a strong
possibility that Turkey will not
fully enforce these new US sanc-
tions.
At the same time, Turkey is
pursuing a policy of strategic
autonomy, and the US and the
West have, to some extent, ac-
cepted this policy. Therefore, the
likelihood of the US putting very
strong pressure on Turkey to

fully implement these sanctions
or comply with Washington’s
demands is relatively low.

Could the sale of US fighter
jets to Turkey affect Anka-
ra’s calculations regarding
sanctions on Iran? Could Tur-
key’s dependence on the US
in the defense sector make
the country more vulnerable
to Washington’s pressure to
reduce its economic ties with
Iran?

Turkey has been strengthening
its military and defense indus-
tries for several years, particu-
larly as a result of the policies
pursued by President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan. Today, Turkey
exports military equipment,
particularly Bayraktar drones,
to several countries, including
Saudi Arabia, Indonesia and
various other countries.

What Turkey is seeking to pur-
chase is the F-35 fighter jet. Tur-
key was previously among the
partners involved in producing
some of the aircraft’s compo-

nents, but the US later halted
sales of the aircraft to Turkey
following Ankara’s purchase of
Russia’s S-400 system and pres-
sure from the pro-Israel lobby.
Another issue that Germany
and Europe have had, and con-
tinue to have, with arms sales
to Turkey concerns the rights of
Kurds, particularly the Turkish
government’s treatment of the
Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK).
Germany has traditionally im-
posed restrictions on the sale of
advanced weapons to Turkey in
this regard.

Therefore, Turkey has reduced
its dependence on US and Ger-
man weapons in recent years,
while turning to strengthening
its domestic defense industry
on the one hand and finding
new suppliers, such as Spain
and Britain, on the other.

As a result, the US does not cur-
rently have much room to put
pressure on Turkey from this
angle. On this basis, it can be
said that Turkey will probably
resist US pressure to some ex-

tent.

However, one point needs to
be considered. In the case of
Halkbank and the US sanctions
against the bank, as well as the
fine imposed by Washington,
the issue of circumventing sanc-
tions on Iran became a problem
for the Turkish government in a
sense, and this issue is still on-
going in Turkey.

Therefore, it can be said that in
the public sphere, this issue may
prompt Turkish officials to exer-
cise greater caution, even with-
out US pressure and contrary to
previous trends.

Turkey remains dependent on
Iranian gas to meet part of its
energy needs. What challeng-
es does Turkey face in this re-
gard, and to what extent can it
replace Iranian gas?

The Iran-Turkey gas pipeline is
an important issue in bilateral
relations. The initial contract
expired, and the two countries
renewed it. Turkey wanted Iran
to sell its gas at a lower price.

At the time, the Turks were
also trying to reduce their de-
pendence on Iranian gas if they
could. Ultimately, however, their
calculations led them to contin-
ue purchasing gas from Iran for
various reasons.

Therefore, this issue has now
become an established part of
Iran-Turkey relations. The US is
unlikely to pressure Turkey to
stop purchasing gas from Iran
because Washington also knows
that Turkey needs the gas and
that the pipeline and necessary
infrastructure are already in
place.

The Turks have always empha-
sized a policy of good-neigh-
borliness, and this is a principle
they have consistently pursued
in their regional and foreign
policies. It appears that West-
ern countries and the US have
also sought to accept this policy.
Therefore, it is

highly unlikely CH
that the US would put additional
pressure on Ankara to stop buy-
ing gas from Iran.
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Iranians’ legal rights must be recognized
under int’'l law: Pezeshkian

C International Desk )

President Masoud Pezeshkian
said that all the legal rights of
the Iranian people must be rec-
ognized within the framework of
international law, stressing that
Tehran seeks nothing beyond
its legitimate rights and will not

i

surrender to pressure or bully-
ing.

Speaking during a meeting with
Qatari Prime Minister and For-
eign Minister Sheikh Mohammed
bin Abdulrahman Al Thani in
Tehran on Thursday, Pezeshkian
said Iran and Qatar remain “two
friendly and brotherly countries”

president.ir

despite recent developments.
Pezeshkian said the US and Is-
rael seek to prevent peace and
stability in the region, adding
that the recent war delayed the
implementation of agreements
and the expansion of bilateral
cooperation between Iran and
Qatar.

“The Zionist regime’s plan is to
prevent the establishment of
cordial relations among Mus-
lims,” he said, thanking the
Qatari government and Emir
Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al
Thani for their mediation efforts
to establish peace and calm.
The Iranian president stressed
that Tehran is not seeking war
or an expansion of hostilities.

“War was imposed on Iran, and
its continuation will be detri-
mental to the country, the region
and the world,” he said.
Pezeshkian also criticized ef-
forts by some circles in the Unit-
ed States and Israel to prevent
agreements from being reached.
“American officials should ignore
voices seeking to prevent the re-
turn of peace to the region,” he
said.

“Some people’s interests lie in
the continuation of war, but the
Islamic Republic of Iran believes
that peace and security will
benefit Iran, the region and the
world.”

Describing US attacks on Iran
as contrary to international law,
Pezeshkian said, “The Americans
unjustly targeted Iran’s leader,
commanders, students and peo-
ple; an action that is unaccept-
able under any framework of
international law.”

“The other side must recognize
all the rights of the Iranian peo-

ple in every field and within the
framework of international law.
The Islamic Republic of Iran
seeks nothing beyond its legal
rights.”

‘Qatar seeking to restore
stability’

For his part, Sheikh Mohammed
said Qatar is seeking to restore
stability to the region and views
Iran’s outreach to neighboring
countries and its efforts to pro-
mote security and calm positive-
ly.

He described Qatar as a “sincere
brother” to Iran and stressed
that “the language of force and
threats is not a solution.”
“Through diplomacy, rationality
and logic, we must restore stabil-
ity, security and economic calm
to the region,” Sheikh Moham-
med said.

He added that Qatar will contin-
ue consultations with Iranian
Foreign Minister Abbas Aragh-
chi to create conditions for the

restoration of regional stability.
Earlier on the day, the Qatari offi-
cial held separate meetings with
Araghchi and Iran’s Parliament
Speaker Mohammad Bager Qa-
libaf as well as Iran’s Secretary
of the Supreme National Secu-
rity Council (sNsc) Major General
Mohsen Rezaei.

In an X post on Friday, Araghchi
emphasized that diplomacy can
resume if Washington abandons
pressure and engages on the ba-
sis of mutual respect.

“Putting diplomacy back on
track isn’t impossible. It hing-
es on US understanding of one
simple fact: pressure doesn’t
work. The US should build trust,
speak respectfully, acknowledge
our rights, and uphold commit-
ments,” he said.

He further attached a picture of
his handshake with Qatari Prime
Minister and Foreign Minister
Sheikh Mohammed bin Abdul-
rahman Al Thani, saying they
had “creative discussions”.

Nearly 550 Kkilled, over 1,400 missing
following Nepal-China flash flood

( International Desk )

Rescuers searched Himalayan valleys
and hillsides on Friday after a flash
flood that killed nearly 550 people
and left nearly 1,400 missing, as
Nepal and China warned of a risk of
fresh flooding from water pooling in
two lakes.

Both countries said a glacier collapse
on Wednesday morning sent a huge
torrent of rock, ice, mud and debris
cascading through Himalayan moun-
tain river systems, sweeping through
villages and key infrastructure down
a route thronged by trekkers and
pilgrims that links Kathmandu with
Lhasa in Tibet. Of those missing, at
least 540 are foreigners.

Iranian Foreign Ministry spokes-
person Esmaeil Bagaei in a message
expressed sympathy with the gov-
ernment and people of Nepal, partic-
ularly the families of the victims and
the missing, and wished a speedy re-
covery to those affected following the
floods and landslides in that country.
Authorities in Nepal used helicop-
ters to search for survivors and drop
emergency supplies to thousands cut
off in towns and valleys, while emer-
gency services recovered dozens of
bodies swept down into the plains.
The sheer amount of water and de-
bris stirred up now risks triggering a
further disaster.

Nepal’s disaster management au-
thority warned that a lake formed
by debris blocking the Bhotekoshi
River at the flood site was rising and
atrisk of bursting, while on the oth-
er side of the border China said that
some 3 million cubic meters of wa-
ter — the equivalent of about 1,200
Olympic-sized swimming pools —
was expected to flow into an already
dammed lake over the next three
days.

There is a high risk the lake could
breach, with peak flow expected
around September 1, Chinese state
media said, citing the water resourc-
es ministry.

“The volume of water is continuing
to increase, and so is the risk,” Zhu

Jinfeng, a researcher at the ministry’s
hydrology department, told state
broadcaster CCTV.

Chinese rescuers had yet to reach the
worst-hit area on the Chinese side of
the border; the Gyirong border cross-
ing, state-media reports indicated, as
crews worked to clear debris from
the key access road leading to the
area.

The Gyirong border port has a key
role in China's Belt and Road net-
work linking the country to South
Asia, with logistics zones and park-
ing lots built there in the past decade.
Dramatic footage on Wednesday
showed enormous torrents of mud-
dy water and debris tearing through
structures in the border crossing
area within seconds and engulfing
people trying to flee.

All the buildings in the border-cross-
ing complex, including the border
gate, a stately building bearing Chi-
na’s national emblem and housing
customs and immigration agencies,
were destroyed by the mudslide,
footage filmed from a military heli-
copter surveying the area and broad-
cast on state television showed.

The entire compound was reduced
to an unrecognizable mass of de-
struction, caked in thick, muddy de-
bris and almost devoid of any sign of
civilization, the footage showed.

Fatalities in China

The tally of missing in Tibet’s Gy-
irong County was 558, Chinese state
broadcaster CCTV said on Thursday,
including 260 foreign nationals. Chi-
na said the death toll stayed at three.
In Nepal, the Red Cross said that
entire villages had been destroyed
and impassable roads and bridges

AFP

had left communities cut off. The full
scale of the disaster remains unclear;
itadded.

Nepal’s Home Minister Sudhan Gu-
rung said the focus remained on
finding survivors. Rescue teams lo-
cated 100 missing Indian visitors,
mostly pilgrims, and 25 Chinese
workers in the worst-hit region
around Trishuli.

The flood “came in suddenly and
exploded like a bomb,” said survivor
Janak Bahadur in Nepal’s Devighat
on Thursday. “The river looked small
from a distance but it suddenly start-
ed overflowing and swept through."

Missing foreigners

The missing foreigners in Nepal
belonged to more than two dozen
countries, including 288 from India,
63 from the United States, 51 from
Malaysia, 34 from Australia, 33 from
Britain and 25 from Canada.

Ganesh Aryal, the administrator of
Chitwan district, said authorities had
recovered 103 bodies from the river
system in his district, which is about
100 km (62 miles) away in the plains
from the worst-hit region of Trishuli.
With local hospitals unable to ac-
commodate all the bodies, district
authorities were setting up tents and
making arrangements for families to
claim their dead relatives, he said.
Nepal’s Prime Minister Balendra
Shah left by road to assess the flood
situation in one of the worst-affected
districts of Nuwakot, his office said
on social media.

The disaster is a major challenge for
Shah'’s five-month-old government
but officials said the country had
systems and officials who have ex-
perience in handling such tragedies,
including the 2015 earthquake that
killed nearly 9,000 people.

Tehran urges countries not to become
complicitin US ‘economic terrorism’

Iran urged all countries to refrain from
implementing new US “economic terror-
ism” against Tehran, saying compliance
would amount to complicity in violations
of international law and the sovereign
equality of states.

In a Friday statement, the Iranian For-
eign Ministry condemned a new wave of
US sanctions unveiled on Monday under
the title “Operation Economic Outcast,”
which came after Washington failed to
reach its war objectives against Iran,
Press TV reported.

The ministry said Washington was abus-
ing the dollar as a tool to intimidate oth-
er countries into following its interven-
tionist policies toward Iran. It said such
pressure violated the national sovereign-
ty and right to self-determination of all
UN member states.

The ministry also said US sanctions
against Iran, because of both their na-
ture and consequences, constituted a
serious violation of the UN Charter.

It cited the principle of non-intervention
in the internal affairs of states and the
prohibition of obstructing cooperation
between countries. It referred in this re-
gard to UN General Assembly resolutions
adopted in 1981 and 1970 on non-inter-
vention, friendly relations and coopera-
tion among states.

The Foreign Ministry further described
the declaration of economic war against

Iran as a continuation of an aggressive
war waged by the United States and Is-
rael against Iran over the past year and a
half, using “unfounded pretexts”.

The ministry denounced the indifference
and accommodation of the UN system
and its member states toward serious
violations of international law by the
United States and Israel.
“Unfortunately, the indifference and
complacency of the United Nations
system and its member states toward
the flagrant violations of international
law by the United States and the Zion-
ist regime have led to the formation of a
highly dangerous pattern of lawlessness
and the commission of the most severe
international crimes by them—the con-
sequences of which have exposed the
entirety of human civilization to an un-
precedented threat,” added the ministry.
The Foreign Ministry said US economic
sanctions against Iran were “completely
illegal and unjustified,” regardless of the
name or title given to them.
“Accordingly, all countries are obliged to
refrain from implementing such sanc-
tions,” the ministry said.

The ministry warned that participation
in enforcing unilateral US sanctions
against Iran amounted to complicity in
imposing one state’s unlawful will on
independent states and disrupting their
legitimate economic and trade relations.

CARTOON
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Economy

Copper company launches five
infrastructure pro;ects in Kerman

< Economy Desk >

Iran inaugurated five national projects
in Kerman Province on Thursday with
total investment of about €187 million,
aiming to boost productivity, secure en-
ergy supplies, expand rail transport and
strengthen regional infrastructure.
The projects, implemented by the
National Iranian Copper Industries
Company (NICIC), were inaugurated by
President Masoud Pezeshkian via vid-
eoconference during a ceremony in
Shahr-e Babak county, president.ir re-
ported.

The first project is the Khatoonabad
Slag Flotation Plant, with an investment
of €95 million. It has an annual produc-
tion capacity of 36,000 metric tons of
copper concentrate with a grade of
about 22%.

The plant recovers copper from slag
generated during the smelting process,
returning the copper contained in the
slag to the production cycle. The proj-
ect is expected to generate annual rev-
enue of about $106 million and directly
employ 194 people. Construction took
about four years.

The second project is a 42-megawatt
self-supplied power plant at Khatoon-
abad, built with an investment of €35
million to ensure a stable electricity
supply for production and help manage
electricity shortages.

The plant was synchronized with the
national grid during its commissioning
in June. It directly employs 38 people,
and construction took about 2.5 years.

The third project connects the Kha-
toonabad smelter to Iran's national rail
network. The project, valued at €19
million, includes 17.6 km of rail infra-
structure and provides annual trans-
port capacity of 600,000 metric tons of
sulfuric acid and at least 2 million met-
ric tons of concentrate.

It is expected to reduce road transport,
save about 8.5 million liters of diesel
annually, cut emissions and improve
safety. The project directly employs
35 people and took about 5.5 years to
complete.

The fourth project is the first section
of a second carriageway on the Mey-
dok-Shahr-e Babak Copper Complex
road. The €20-million project includes
15 km of road ready for use and was

president.ir

carried out to improve traffic safety,
reduce road accidents and facilitate the
transport of minerals and equipment.
Construction of this section took about
2.5 years.

The fifth project is the first phase of a
10,000-seat stadium in Shahr-e Babak,
built on 24 hectares with an investment
of €18 million.

The stadium was built to expand sports
and cultural infrastructure, promote
public well-being and improve the
quality of life in the region. The project
directly employs 55 people and took
about 5.5 years to complete.
President Masoud Pezeshkian said
during the ceremony that Kerman Prov-
ince has significant potential for using
wind and solar energy and that efforts
should be made to reduce dependence
on fossil fuels by making use of those

resources.
Industry minister Mohammad Atabak
also said that since the start of Govern-
ment Week on August 24, 27 industrial
and mining projects with a combined
investment of €1.4 billion and about
2,000 jobs had been put into operation
with the participation of the Ministry

of Industry, Mines and Trade and the
Iranian Mines and Mining Industries
Development and Renovation Organi-
zation.

He expressed hope that the implemen-
tation of industrial and mining projects
would continue at the same pace in the
coming months.

Crude oil sales continue despite naval
blockade: Minister

< Economy Desk >

Iran's crude oil sales and de-
liveries to customers in dis-
tant waters have continued
despite a naval blockade, Oil
Minister Mohsen Paknejad
said on Thursday, adding that
Tehran was taking steps to
ensure the process continues.
"I will not go into details be-
cause, in any case, this is in-
formation that, if disclosed,
could be exploited by the en-
emy," Paknejad said, accord-
ing to the Oil Ministry's news
agency Shana.

"So far, the process of sell-
ing oil outside our territorial
waters and in distant waters,
meaning delivering oil to cus-
tomers, has continued during
the period between the two
blockades we have gone
through," he said.

"Even after the blockade, the
sales process continues. We
are also seriously pursuing
the matter to ensure that the
necessary measures are taken
to keep the process going,” he
added.

Fars news agency, mean-
while, reported that although
the US Central Command
has said no Iranian oil had
passed through the blockade,
satellite monitoring indicated
that Iran had found a way to
continue exporting oil.

Fars, citing HFI Research, an
oil and gas research and anal-

Mohsen Paknejad
JAMARAN

ysis firm, quoted the firm as
saying, "CENTCOM doesn't re-
alize that the oil figures they
are quoting include Iran."

US Central Command said
on Thursday that Iran had
exported no oil since Wash-
ington resumed its naval
blockade in mid-July, while
American forces have sup-
ported 750 million barrels of
crude oil leaving the Persian
Gulf.

CENTCOM Commander Adm.
Brad Cooper said the block-
ade had prevented ships from
entering or leaving Iranian
ports without US permission,
with exceptions only on hu-
manitarian grounds.

Several hours later, Tanker-
Trackers, a company that
tracks Iranian oil shipments,
calculated that the figure cit-
ed by CENTCOM amounted to
6.5 million barrels of oil per
day.

Marine tracking account
Munch OSINT, however, said
satellite monitoring showed
an Iran-linked tanker leaving
a ship-to-ship (sTs) transfer
area. It said this was not the
first time Iranian oil or LPG

tankers had been seen in the
area or at one of the ports in
the United Arab Emirates or
Oman, adding that Tanker-
Trackers had "for some rea-
son" chosen to ignore the
matter.

The development came as the
Strait of Hormuz, one of the
world's most important en-
ergy transit routes, became a
focus of contention between
Iran and the United States
after the latter waged the
war of aggression along with
Israel against the Islamic Re-
public on February 28. In re-
sponse, Iran closed the strait
and began talks with Oman to
establish a joint mechanism
for shipping arrangements.
Iran sold $18 billion worth
of oil during the 40-day war
with the United States and
the ceasefire that followed,
the Oil Ministry's media out-
let Shana reported.

Iran's oil revenue in the first
four months of the current
Iranian year, which began on
March 21, was 50% higher
than in the same period last
year, with $7.5 billion in oil
revenue transferred to the
Central Bank of Iran, accord-
ing to information obtained
from the Oil Ministry.

The country also benefited
from higher oil prices, which
rose from around $70 a bar-
rel to above $100, with prices
topping $110 on some days.

CBI chief says country moves past risk of
hyperinflation as annual inflation hits 69.9%

< Economy Desk >

Iran's 12-month consum-
er inflation rate stood at
69.9% in the fifth month of
the Iranian calendar (july-Au-
gust), official data showed
on Thursday, as the cen-
tral bank governor said the
country had overcome the
threat of hyperinflation and
restored relative stability to
the economy through tight
control of money creation
by banks.

Central Bank Governor Ab-
dolnasser Hemmati said the
country had succeeded in
managing what he described
as a "war of inflation" waged
by enemies, while caution-
ing that the achievement
should not distract from the
need to maintain liquidity
for productive sectors.

"In this inflation war that
the enemy has started, we
succeeded in moving past
the risk of hyperinflation
with brave control of in-
flation and curbing banks'
money creation,” Hemmati
said, according to the cen-
tral bank's website.
"Although this success
should not make us neglect
the need to supply liquidity
to productive sectors, our
goal is to establish a sustain-
able balance between infla-
tion control and maintaining
production dynamism."

He emphasized resilience
against what he called “psy-

chological warfare” and US
efforts to fuel inflationary
expectations.

According to the Statistical
Center of Iran, the consum-
er price index for urban
households reached 700.1
in the month ending August
22, the fifth month of the
Iranian calendar year that
began on March 21. The
index rose 3.4% from the
previous month, increased
89% from the same month
last year, and registered a
12-month inflation rate of
69.9% for the period ending
in the current month com-
pared with the same period
a year earlier.

The year-on-year, or point-
to-point, inflation rate -
which measures the per-
centage change in the price
index compared with the
same month a year earlier
- stood at 89% in the fifth
month, meaning house-

holds paid on average 89%
more for the same basket
of goods and services than
they did in the same month
of the previous year. That
marked a 1.1 percentage
point increase from the
previous month's point-to-
point rate.

Iran's national currency,
the rial, has fallen to record
lows amid mounting eco-
nomic pressure. It has trad-
ed ataround 1,900,000 rials
per US dollar on the open
market in recent weeks.
The sharp depreciation has
underscored growing strain
on the economy, which is
already grappling with high
inflation amid Western sanc-
tions. The country has also
remained on a war footing
since a US-Israeli coalition
launched attacks in late Feb-
ruary, particularly targeting
civilians and infrastructure
during a 40-day conflict.

US secondary sanctions...

What capacities and tools do Iran
and Turkey have to mitigate the im-
Pagel > pact 9f secondary
sanctions and pre-
serve their economic and trade rela-
tions? Could monetary mechanisms,
trade in national currencies and bar-
ter be used to reduce dependence on
the US-controlled financial system?
Iran and Turkey have cooperated in
the past and continue to do so. The
geographical proximity of the two

countries, their relatively close cul-
tures and their historical ties have
strengthened these interactions. Both
during the Iran-Iraq War and after-
ward, Turkey has consistently tried
to help Iran in some way when the
country was under sanctions.

On the other hand, it should not be
forgotten that Turkey does not have
particularly strong financial infra-
structure. For example, compared
with Dubai, Turkey’s financial infra-

structure is not sufficiently modern
or advanced to effectively serve as an
alternative to Dubai for Iran.

Another point is that Turkey is a
NATO member and is part of the West-
ern security system. Therefore, de-
spite taking its neighborhood consid-
erations into account in its relations
with Iran, it tries to ensure that its
ties with Iran and its other neighbors
do not cause fundamental or serious
damage to its relations with the West.

Based on the principle of strategic
autonomy in its foreign policy, Turkey
seeks to strike a balance between its
neighborhood considerations and its
relations with the West, and even its
relations with Russia.

However, when tensions increase be-
tween Iran and Western countries, or
between Russia and the West, Tur-
key generally cannot maintain this
balance and is inevitably forced to
make a choice. The same applies in

this case.

Turkey, for example, has no desire to
replace local currencies with the dol-
lar and has so far shown little interest
in doing so. Therefore, if Iran were to
use Turkey to circumvent sanctions, it
could damage Turkey’s longstanding
relations with the West.

In this regard, Ankara has always
sought to take a cautious approach, in
a way that neither leaves Iran deeply
dissatisfied nor angers the West.
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Can US acquire legal sovereignty over Strait of Hormuz?

Response of int'l law to a politica

By Rasoul Safarahang

OPINION

EXCLUSIVE

On August 14, 2026, Donald
Trump announced that he in-
tended to declare the Strait of
Hormuz “a territory of the Unit-
ed States”. Several days prior, he
had also stated that the United
States possessed “total control”
over the Strait.

These statements emerged un-
der circumstances wherein, fol-
lowing attacks initiated by the
US against Iran on February 28,
maritime traffic through Hor-
muz has severely diminished,
and Tehran and Washington
both make contradictory claims
concerning control over the
waterway. On August 18, Iran
also declared that it would not
reopen the Strait until the con-
ditions it envisions for an agree-
ment with the United States are
implemented, while Washington
says that the route is open and
emphasizes the right to freedom
of navigation. On paper, this
might constitute yet another in-
stance of harsh rhetoric uttered
amidst hostilities. However, if
we elevate this matter above
the realm of everyday politics,
we encounter one of the most
fundamental questions of inter-
national law:

May a state, relying solely upon
military power, operational con-
trol, and political declaration, es-
tablish its legal sovereignty over
a territory or waterway belong-
ing to another state? The short
response, within the framework
of contemporary international
law, is “no”.

Nevertheless, this answer
should not propel us toward an-
other oversimplified conclusion.
That the United States cannot
possess sovereignty over Hor-
muz does not signify that it pos-
sesses no rights whatsoever in
this waterway. The United States
may advocate for international
legal entitlements pertaining
to freedom of navigation and
passage through the Strait and,
under specific circumstances,
may even make legal arguments
concerning the utilization of
force for the defense of its forc-
es and vessels. Consequently, the
real issue is the tension between
“the right of use and passage”
and “the right of sovereignty,”
and these two constructs, from
the perspective of international
law, are not synonymous.

Where is US sovereignty
located?

Prior to addressing Hormuz
itself, one must resolve a con-
ceptual misunderstanding.
The United States constitutes a
global power, yet global power
does not equate to global sover-
eignty. US territorial sovereign-
ty extends over the mainland
of the United States, the states,
the federal district, and depen-
dent territories that, within the
framework of domestic and in-
ternational law, fall under US
sovereignty. This sovereignty
also extends into certain mar-
itime zones; that is, the United
States possesses maritime rights
adjacent to its coasts and terri-

tories under its sovereignty.
However, no legal principle
exists that permits a state to
extend its sovereignty over a
region by reason of economic
might, military presence, num-
ber of warships, or the commer-
cial significance of that region.
Were such a principle to exist,
the boundary between “power”
and “right” would, in practice,
be effaced. The Strait of Hor-
muz, geographically and legally,
falls within the domain of the
region’s coastal states. Iran lies
to the north, and Oman to the
south, and the maritime regime
of these two states, in conjunc-
tion with the general rules of the
law of the sea, shapes the legal
status of the waterway. Agree-
ments between Iran and Oman
concerning maritime delimita-
tion likewise constitute part of
this legal framework. Hence, let
our first proposition be entirely
unambiguous:

The United States is not a
coastal state in Hormuz or the
Persian Gulf. This fact remains
immutable regardless of any in-
crease in the US naval presence.
Control is not synonymous with
sovereignty. At this juncture, one
must distinguish among three
concepts: sovereignty, jurisdic-
tion, and control.

Sovereignty is the legal right
over territory or maritime do-
main. Jurisdiction is the legal
authority to regulate conduct,
enforce rules, or execute certain
laws. Control is an operational
reality; that is, who can, in prac-
tice, oversee traffic, security, or
activities within a zone. These
three concepts may, under cer-
tain conditions, coincide, but

A large billboard displayed at Vanak
Square in Tehran, Iran, on April 13, 2026,
emphasizes Iran’s everlasting control over
the Strait of Hormuz.

REUTERS

they are not necessarily identi-
cal. The United States might, at
a historical juncture, exercise
military control over a portion
of a region without that region
becoming US territory. The US
Navy might secure a maritime
route without that route belong-
ing to the United States.
Furthermore, the United States
might assume an exceptionally
significant security role in a wa-
terway without possessing any
legal right to sovereignty over
that waterway.

For this reason, the phrase “to-
tal control” of the Strait of Hor-
muz, even if demonstrable as a
military reality, is legally far re-
moved from the phrase “US sov-
ereignty over the Strait of Hor-
muz”. In recent days, this very
distinction has become manifest.
Washington has spoken of con-
trol and naval blockade, while
shipping data indicate that traf-
fic through Hormuz has sharply
declined, and Iran retains con-
siderable capacity to influence
transit routes. Therefore, even
concerning the concept of “op-
erational control,” the matter is
more complex than the political
claim of “total control”

What does the Law of the
Sea prescribe?

Here, one must enter the core
of the legal debate. The Unit-
ed Nations Convention on the
Law of the Sea, in Article 34,
stipulates that the legal regime
of straits used for international
navigation does not extinguish,
or even “affect,” the sovereignty
or jurisdiction of coastal states.
That is, even in an international
strait, the coastal state does not
forfeit its sovereignty.

However, this sovereignty is not
absolute. For straits used for
international navigation, the
law of the sea has established
a special regime, at the center

No legal principle exists
that permitsastateto
extendits sovereignty
overaregion by reason
of economic might,
military presence,
number of warships,
orthe commercial
significance of that
region.Weresucha
principletoexist, the
boundarybetween
“power”and “right”
would, in practice, be
effaced. The Strait of
Hormuz,geographically
and legally, fallswithin
thedomainofthe
region’s coastal states.
Iran liestothe north,
and Omantothesouth,
andthe maritime regime
ofthesetwo states, in
conjunctionwiththe
generalrulesofthe

law ofthe sea, shapes
the legalstatus ofthe
waterway.Agreements
betweenIranand Oman
concerningmaritime
delimitation likewise
constitute part ofthis
legal framework.
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THE CONVERSATION
of which lies the right of transit
passage. Article 38 of the Con-
vention provides that vessels
and aircraft in straits subject
to this regime enjoy the right
of transit passage, and such
passage shall not be impeded.
Article 44 further clarifies the
obligation of states bordering
the straits, stipulating that tran-
sit passage shall not be impeded
or suspended.

This legal framework results
from a significant compromise
within the law of the sea. Coastal
states possess the right to extend
their territorial sea to 12 nautical
miles; but, in exchange, the inter-
national community recogniz-
es the right of passage through
international straits. The Strait
of Hormuz constitutes a classic
example of this situation. The
width of Hormuz at its narrowest
point is approximately 21 nauti-
cal miles, and thus the maritime
waters of [ran and Oman inter-
sect therein. Consequently, to
assert that “Hormuz constitutes
international waters belonging
to no state” is also imprecise. The
waterway contains sectors with-
in the territorial sea of coastal
states, but the international tran-
sit regime applies thereto. At this
point, one of the most nuanced
legal points emerges:

The sovereignty of Iran and Oman
over their respective waters does
not render the United States the
owner of Hormuz; however, that
same sovereignty does not grant
Iran and Oman absolute discre-
tion to abrogate international
transit rights. This is precisely the
equilibrium that international law
has established.

What rights does the
United States possess?
Here, legal analysis should not
be transformed into advocacy
for one party.

If Iran contends that, because
Hormuz lies adjacent to its
territory, every foreign vessel
requires prior Tehran approv-
al for passage, that claim con-
fronts serious difficulty under
the international transit regime.
If the United States likewise con-
tends that, because its navy can
guarantee the route’s security,
the United States therefore pos-
sesses sovereignty over Hormuz,
that claim clashes with the foun-
dational principles of territorial
sovereignty.

Both propositions may be si-
multaneously erroneous. The
US position regarding the right
of transit passage through Hor-
muz likewise has an extensive
history. The US Department of
State has for years articulated
its position on the basis that the

transit passage regime applies in
Hormuz, and the United States
considers this right to be part
of international maritime law.
This position is legally defensi-
ble. However, the critical point
is that the right of passage does
not generate sovereignty.

The United States may assert:
A US vessel possesses the right
of passage, but it cannot deduce
from that statement the conclu-
sion that therefore, the waters
through which the US vessel
passes belong to the United
States. This reasoning consti-
tutes a legally impermissible
leap. Iran, conversely, cannot as-
sert: Because these waters are
under my sovereignty, | may sus-
pend the right of international
passage whenever [ wish. If the
transit passage regime applies
to the strait, such a conclusion is
likewise incompatible with the
law of the sea. This is a matter
pertaining to the membership
status in the Convention. An im-
portant legal complexity exists
that should not be overlooked.
Neither the United States nor
Iran is a party to the 1982 Con-
vention on the Law of the Sea.
The United States has not signed
the Convention, and Iran has not
ratified it. Nonetheless, the Unit-
ed States considers significant
portions of the Convention’s
rules, including those pertain-
ing to transit passage, as reflec-
tive of customary international
law. Conversely, Iran’s position
regarding the scope of the tran-
sit passage right has been more
restrictive and, at various points,
has emphasized the regime of
innocent passage and the right
to exercise greater control over
the transit of foreign vessels.
Therefore, the debate is not
solely about a treaty.

The more significant aspect is
whether the rules governing in-
ternational straits have crystal-
lized into customary law. This
is precisely where the US argu-
ment gains significance. Wash-
ington cannot simply state: “Iran
is not a party to the Convention;
therefore, no obligations con-
cerning passage exist.” If a rule
has attained the level of custom-
ary international law, non-mem-
bership in a treaty does not,
per se, exempt a state from the
customary rule. However, the
same logic applies to the United
States. The United States cannot
assert: “I invoke freedom of nav-
igation; therefore, I may impose
my sovereignty over the water-
way.” Customary international
law establishes freedom of nav-
igation; it does not establish US
sovereignty.

Corfu Channel judgment;
the most important
historical precedent

To comprehend this matter, per-
haps no judicial decision is as
significant as the judgment of
the International Court of Justice
(icy) in the Corfu Channel case. In
that case, the Court in 1949 con-
fronted an issue that, in certain
respects, closely resembles the
current debate over Hormuz: a
foreign state had entered waters
under the sovereignty of anoth-
er state to preserve navigational
security and gather intelligence
concerning mines. The United
Kingdom made arguments re-
garding necessity and self-help.
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The Court did not accept this
reasoning. The Court, simulta-
neously, recognized the right of
British warships to pass through
an international strait under the
circumstances at issue, but it
deemed the British minesweep-
ing operations in Albanian ter-
ritorial waters, conducted con-
trary to the coastal state’s will, a
violation of Albanian sovereign-
ty. The Court also rejected the
theory of “self-help” as a basis
for such intervention.

This judgment established a
very important red line: the
right of passage through a strait
is not synonymous with the
right to intervene in the sover-
eignty of the coastal state. If the
United States today asserts, “We
are entering Hormuz to pre-
serve freedom of navigation,”
one must inquire into the pre-
cise nature of that entry. If what
is meant is the escort of vessels,
minesweeping under condi-
tions where the requisite legal
basis exists, or the protection of
US forces, that legal discussion
is one matter. However, if what
is meant is permanent force
deployment, unilateral control
over traffic, the imposition of
regulations upon coastal states,
and, ultimately, the declaration
of US ownership, then we have
entered a different domain. At
that point, the issue is no longer
“freedom of navigation”. The is-
sue is “the alteration of the legal
status of a territory,” and these
two matters cannot be conflated.

Nicaragua judgment;
military power does not
create legal right

The ICJ’s 1986 judgment in the
case concerning military and
paramilitary activities of the
United States against Nicaragua
is likewise highly significant for
the current situation. In that
case, the Court distinguished
between military power and
legal entitlement and held the
United States responsible for vi-
olations of customary rules con-
cerning the prohibition of the
use of force, non-intervention,
and respect for Nicaragua’s sov-
ereignty. The Court also consid-
ered activities related to mining
and interference with maritime
commerce.

The judgment’s message for
Hormuz is clear. Even if the Unit-
ed States can, through its mili-
tary power, alter the conditions
of passage, this fact does not, by
itself, create a new legal right to
sovereignty. Indeed, if military
control is employed to generate
a new territorial right, that very
use of force may itself become
part of the legal problem.
Article 2, paragraph 4, of the
United Nations Charter is pre-
cisely relevant to this situation.
This provision prohibits states
from threatening or using force
against the territorial integri-
ty or political independence of
other states.

Consequently, a state cannot
first acquire control over a re-
gion by force and then assert:
because I now control it, I there-
fore possess the right. If this
reasoning were accepted, the
prohibition on the use of force
would, in practice, be rendered
meaningless.

Can self-defense alter the
situation?

Here, perhaps the most signif-
icant Washington argument
may be advanced. Suppose the
United States has indeed been
subjected to an armed attack.
Suppose US vessels in the Strait
of Hormuz have been targeted.
Suppose mining or missile at-
tacks against US forces have oc-

curred. Does the United States,
under such circumstances, lack
the right of self-defense? The
response is that it may possess
such a right. However, even
self-defense does not create a
“right of ownership”.

Article 51 of the United Nations
Charter recognizes the inher-
ent right of self-defense in the
event of an armed attack. This
right, under customary law, is
also limited by two important
conditions: necessity and pro-
portionality.

The International Court of Jus-
tice, in the Oil Platforms case
between Iran and the United
States, directly examined these
very criteria. The United States
had invoked self-defense to jus-
tify its attack on Iranian oil plat-
forms, but the Court concluded
that the conditions necessary
to justify US actions as self-de-
fense had not been established,
and it emphasized necessity and
proportionality as legal require-
ments of self-defense.

This judgment is particularly
important for the Hormuz cri-
sis because the United States
cannot simply reference “nav-
igational security” as a highly
significant strategic interest and
deduce from it that any action
to control Hormuz is legitimate.
Under international law, the ob-
jective of self-defense is to repel
or halt an attack; it is not to alter
the region’s political map. This
distinction is extremely import-
ant. If the United States under-
takes a limited action to repel a
specific attack on a vessel, that
action must be assessed accord-
ing to necessity and proportion-
ality. However, if that same state
asserts: “From today, this water-
way is US territory,” the matter
is no longer one of self-defense.
Self-defense cannot be trans-
formed into authorization for
territorial annexation.

From military control

to occupation and
annexation

One point that receives less at-
tention in political debates is the
distinction among military con-
trol, occupation, and annexation.
A state at war may, in practice,
bring a portion of another
state’s territory under military
control. However, even in this
situation, the law of war and the
law of occupation do not con-
vert this control into a transfer
of sovereignty. To state it simply,
occupation is not synonymous
with ownership.

Military power can alter op-
erational realities; but it does
not, automatically, alter the le-
gal right to territory. From this
perspective, even if the United
States, in an extreme scenar-
io, could bring all traffic in the
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Strait of Hormuz under its na-
vy’s operational control, the le-
gal question would persist: on
what basis has sovereignty been
transferred? A US presidential
declaration is insufficient. A
congressional decision is in-
sufficient. The deployment of a
fleet is insufficient. The control
of vessels is insufficient. Even
continuous control of the region,
by itself, is insufficient. To effect
a lawful change in territorial sta-
tus, a valid legal right must exist.
And if this change is imposed by
force against the coastal state,
the problem becomes even more
grave because Article 2, para-
graph 4, of the UN Charter and
the principle of non-acquisition
of territory by force stand in op-
position to such an approach.

Question of Oman; a link
not to be forgotten

A common error in analyses
concerning Hormuz is to treat
the matter solely as a US-Iran
dispute. The Strait of Hormuz
is not solely an Iranian issue.
Oman is likewise a coastal state.
In recent months, efforts have
also been advanced to establish
a regional mechanism for the
management and security of
Hormuz. Oman’s proposal has
focused on a regional mecha-
nism for security, relief, naviga-
tion, and transit management.
This demonstrates that, even
from the perspective of regional
states, the Hormuz issue is more
a matter of governance and se-
curity of an international wa-
terway than one of ownership
by an external power. This point
carries significant legal weight.
If Iran and Oman reach agree-
ment on modalities of manage-
ment, security, maritime ser-
vices, or passage arrangements,
this could fall within the scope
of their rights and international
obligations. However, the United
States cannot unilaterally replace
Iran or Oman within this frame-
work. If the United States wishes

The map shows how the maritime
territories of Iran and Oman, which
extends 12 nautical miles from their
borders, overlaps at the Strait of
Hormuz.
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Iflranand Oman
reachagreement
onmodalities of
management, security,
maritime services, or
passage arrangements,
this could fall within
thescopeoftheirrights
and international
obligations. However,
the United States cannot
unilaterally replaceIran
orOmanwithinthis
framework. Ifthe United
Stateswishestoassume
asecurityrole, that

role could be shaped
throughagreement, the
consentoftherelevant
states, orappropriate
legalframeworks. But
a“securityrole” differs
from “sovereignty”.

The Galaxy Globe bulk carrier and
the Luojiashan tanker sit anchored
in Muscat, Oman, as the Strait of
Hormuz remains largely closed off
during the US-Israeli war on Iran.
BENOIT TESSIER/REUTERS

to assume a security role, that
role could be shaped through
agreement, the consent of the
relevant states, or appropriate
legal frameworks. But a “security
role” differs from “sovereignty”.

Two perspectives on the
Hormuz issue

From the first perspective,
one can comprehend the US
argument. Hormuz is not an
ordinary waterway. Its securi-
ty holds extraordinary impor-
tance for global commerce and
the energy market. If a coastal
state or a war party disrupts
vessel transit, the user states
of the waterway cannot forfeit
all their rights simply because
they are not themselves coast-
al states. The United States can
defend freedom of navigation.
It can emphasize the right of
passage for commercial vessels
and, under specific conditions,
for its military vessels. It can
challenge, by reference to in-
ternational law, Iranian actions
to prevent passage. In the event
of an armed attack against the
United States, it can even argue
self-defense. These are legally
debatable claims and, under cer-
tain circumstances, defensible.
However, the second perspec-
tive, which to my mind is more
significant for today’s issue,
draws a clear boundary. None
of these rights confer US sov-
ereignty over Hormuz. The
right of passage is not owner-
ship. Freedom of navigation is
not ownership. The escort of
vessels is not ownership. The
presence of warships is not
ownership. Military control,
even if actually established,
is not necessarily sovereign-
ty, and self-defense is not a
license for territorial annex-
ation. The response of interna-
tional law is quite rigorous.

If what is meant by making the
Strait of Hormuz American is
that the United States, with the
consent of the relevant states and
pursuant to a valid agreement,
assumes a specified responsibil-
ity for the security or manage-
ment of a portion of maritime
traffic, the discussion would be
entirely different. However, if
what is meant is the transfer of
Iranian or Omani sovereignty to
the United States through threat,
force, or unilateral declaration,
such an action is incompatible
with the fundamental structure
of international law.

A significant contradiction
for Washington

It happens that the claim of US
sovereignty over Hormuz may
also conflict with one of Wash-
ington’s own traditional policies
concerning the law of the sea.
The United States has for de-
cades championed “freedom of
navigation”. The philosophy be-
hind this policy has been clear:
no coastal state should be able,
merely by virtue of its geograph-
ic position, to convert a vital wa-
terway into an exclusive domain.
However, this same principle
carries a reciprocal implica-
tion. If freedom of navigation
is a universal right, it cannot be
transformed into the property of
one power. Indeed, the logic of
the law of the sea was designed
precisely to prevent this very sit-
uation. Iran cannot assert: “Be-
cause Hormuz lies beside Iran, it
is entirely under Iran’s control.”
The United States likewise can-
not assert: “Because Hormuz is
vital to the global economy and
the US Navy can guarantee its
security, it should therefore be-
long to the United States.” Inter-
national law accepts neither of
these extremes.

Future of Hormuz will
likely be neither Iranian
nor American

The current crisis may even-
tually lead to a new agreement
concerning the security and
management of Hormuz. It may
even result in a multilateral or
regional mechanism for vessel
transit, maritime services, mine-
sweeping, relief, and security
coordination. However, if such
arrangements are to be sustain-
able, they must achieve equilib-
rium between the sovereignty of
coastal states and the interests
of the international community.
This may be the sole way out of
the current impasse.

Hormuz can neither become
a completely closed waterway
under exclusive Iranian control
nor be transformed by unilat-
eral Washington declaration
into “a territory of the United
States”. What international law
proposes is more complex but
more realistic: the sovereignty
of coastal states must be pre-
served, international transit
rights must be observed, and
navigational security must be
provided through mechanisms
that do not alter the legal posi-
tion of the waterway.

In the final analysis, one must
maintain a distinction between a
political reality and a legal reality.
The United States may be capable
of projecting substantial military
power in the Strait of Hormuz.
It may be capable of escorting
certain transit routes. It may be
capable of influencing a portion
of maritime traffic. Under specific
conditions, it may justify limited
military action based on self-de-
fense or other legal grounds.
However, none of these circum-
stances, individually or collec-
tively, creates US legal sovereign-
ty over the Strait of Hormuz.
The Corfu Channel judgment
demonstrates that the right of
passage cannot be equated with
the right to intervene in sover-
eignty. The Nicaragua judgment
demonstrates that military pow-
er and threats of force cannot dis-
place the sovereignty of another
state. The Oil Platforms judgment
likewise demonstrates that even
self-defense, if it is to serve as a
basis for the use of force, is sub-
ject to the rigorous test of neces-
sity and proportionality.

From this perspective, the Hor-
muz issue may be summarized
in a single sentence: The Unit-
ed States can argue for freedom
of navigation in Hormuz; but it
cannot extract sovereignty for
itself from freedom of naviga-
tion, and this boundary is the
boundary between the interna-
tional legal order and the mere
logic of power. If today military
power can, through a political
declaration, alter the sovereign-
ty of a waterway, tomorrow the
same logic will be applicable
to any other strategic strait. In
that event, international law
would no longer determine who
possesses the right; it would
merely describe who, at that
moment, possesses more naval
vessels. The international legal
system after the Second World
War was established precisely
to prevent such a world.

The Strait of Hormuz today lies
at the center of a war. But the
true dispute over it is not mere-
ly a dispute between Iran and
the United States. The larger
question is whether, in the 21st
century, legal right still takes
precedence over military power.
Regarding sovereignty over Hor-
muz, the response of internation-
al law remains clear: control may
be acquired through power; legal
sovereignty cannot be declared
solely through power.
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History was made for Ira-
nian women’s volleyball
on Friday as the country
recovered from a first-set
loss to beat Indonesia 3-1
(19-25, 25-16, 25-12, 25-17) and
progress to the semifinals
of the AVC Women'’s Volley-
ball Continental Champion-
ship in Tianjin, China.
Star opposite Elaheh
Poursaleh topped the scor-
ing for Iran with a game-
high 29 points, helping
head coach Alireza Tolou-
kian’s team make amends
for its four-set loss to the
Southeast Asian side at
June’s AVC Women’s Vol-
leyball Cup, where Iran had
settled for seventh place.
Outside hitter Fatemeh
Khalili and middle block-
er Reihaneh Karimi also
reached double figures for
Toloukian’s side, contrib-
uting 15 and 12 points, re-
spectively.

Iranian outside hitter Fate-

meh Manzouri and mid-
dle blocker Zahra Karimi,
meanwhile, scored eight
points apiece to make their
mark in the historic tri-
umph.

Friday’s win saw Iran
climb three spots to 37th
in the FIVB Women'’s
World Ranking — a mile-
stone for a team that was
ranked as low as 80th two
years ago and only won its
maiden international gold
medal - since the first na-
tional team program was
launched in 1963 - by
claiming the CAVA Champi-
onship, which featured four
Central Asian countries,
last year before success-
fully defending its title at
the expanded tournament
in May.

The victory was also a clear
indication of the signifi-
cant progress made by the
Iranian women in recent
years. They finished 10th
at the previous edition of
the Asian Championship in

2023, while their best-ev-
er result in their previous
eight appearances was sev-
enth place in 2019.
Iranian girls began their
fairy-tale run in Tianjin
with a victory over Chinese
Taipei - the runner-up at
June’s AVC Women'’s Volley-
ball Cup - producing a re-
markable fightback to win
3-1 (16-25, 27-25, 25-19, 25-14).
The formidable hosts - a
record 13-time champion
at the competition - still
provided a mammoth test
for Toloukian’s side, which
fell short in straight sets
despite putting up a brave
fight, particularly in the
second set, before losing
25-22 to the world No. 7
on Monday.

Iran bounced back in style
less than 18 hours later,
crushing Iraq 3-0 (25-4, 25-7,
25-5) in a match that lasted
just over an hour at the
Tianjin Olympic Center
Gymnasium to secure a
runner-up finish in Pool A.

Iran undone by New Zealand
in overtime -~
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Iran got off to a losing start in the
second round of the 2027 FIBA
World Cup Asian Qualifiers on Friday,
suffering a narrow 93-91 setback
against New Zealand in the Group E
opener in Pasay, Philippines.

Early foul trouble for Iran offered an
indication of the kind of challenge
on hand for Greek head coach Sot-
iris Manolopoulos, who entered the
second round on the back of a 5-1
record in the preliminary stage.
The contest played out exactly as
advertised: hard, physical defense
from both teams, leading to verbal
tiffs and subsequent technical fouls.
Clearly, it is a rivalry that has not
needed decades to materialize.

In their only previous tussle, the
Asia Cup 2025 third-place game,
Team Melli prevailed 79-73.

In this repeat bout, the game was tied
14 times, with nine lead changes.
New Zealand’s biggest lead came in
the second quarter, only for Iran to
erase an 11-point deficit with a 14-0
run of its own.

The final 20 minutes remained a
nip-and-tuck affair.

With 54 seconds remaining in reg-
ulation, New Zealand’s Sam Men-
nenga fouled out, but his front-
court namesake Sam Waardenburg
stepped up in overtime. With New
Zealand leading 93-91 and eight
seconds left on the clock, Waarden-
burg denied Iran a chance to force a
second extra period.

Earlier, point guard Shea Ili started
overtime with a bang, courtesy of
a throwdown that came out of no-
where. Ili finished with 24 points
and six rebounds.

He was ably supported down the
stretch by forward Reuben Rangi,
who chipped in 13 points, six of
them in the extra period.

The win marked New Zealand’s sec-
ond overtime triumph in the 2027
World Cup Qualifiers, following a
double-overtime victory over the
Philippines earlier in July in the first
round.

Matin Aqajanpour topped the scor-
ing for Iran with 19 points, posting
an efficiency rating of 15, while

Mohammad Amini, making his first
international appearance since last
year’s FIBA Asia Cup, scored 16
points in 26:55 on the court.
Seyyed Mahdi Jafari also reached
double figures with 14 points, while
veteran Mohammd Jamshidi, whose
most recent appearance for the na-
tional team came during the 2023
FIBA World Cup qualifiers, finished
with 12.

Iran will conclude the opening win-
dow of the second round against
the Philippines on Sunday before
heading to the Aichi-Nagoya Asian
Games, which start on September
19, where the country will chase a
fourth medal in six editions after
missing out on the semifinals in
Hangzhou 2022.

On returning to the World Cup qual-
ifiers, Iran will face powerhouse
Australia on November 27, followed
by a rematch against the Philippines
in the second window.

The top four teams in the six-team
group, also featuring Jordan and
Syria, will qualify for next summer’s
World Cup in Qatar.

Iran unveils weightlifting roster
for Asian Games

C Sports Desk )

Iran will be represented by
six weightlifters, includ-
ing two women, at the up-
coming Aichi-Nagoya 2026
Asian Games.

The weightlifting competi-
tion at the multi-sport event
will open on September 23
at the Nagoya City Trade
and Industry Centre.

The men'’s lineup was con-
firmed following the open-
ing day of the Iranian Pre-
mier League on Thursday
in Tehran, where several
unofficial world records
were set.

Former world and Olympic
silver medalist Ali Davoudi
will look to improve on his
silver medal at Hangzhou
2022 when he gets his
campaign underway in the
men’s +110kg division.

A five-time world medal-
ist, including a double gold
medalist in 2023, Mirmo-
stafa Javadi, who was side-
lined for a lengthy spell
with a back problem after
missing out on the podium
at the 2024 World Champi-
onships, will compete in the
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men’s 85kg class, while Ali
Aalipour will be among the
medal hopefuls in the 95kg
division.

Aalipour, who won a snatch
silver medal at last year’s
World Championships,
looked to be in top form on
Thursday, dominating his
event with an impressive
187kg-223kg-410kg per-
formance.

The young Iranian lifted six
kilograms above the new
snatch world standard an-
nounced by the Internation-
al Weightlifting Federation
in August, while his clean
& jerk effort bettered the
mark by three kilograms.

A world junior record hold-
er in the clean & jerk and
total, Alireza Nasiri will fan-
cy his chances in the 110kg
contest after bagging dou-
ble world silvers last year,
though he will still need to
post the required marks set
by the coaching staff in the
final trial before the Games.
Meanwhile, Iran will hope
for a historic campaign
from Mahsa Beheshti and
Reihaneh Karimi in the
women'’s competition.

Teenage sensation Behesh-
ti, 17, who will compete in
the 86kg category, stole the
headlines when she won
clean & jerk gold on her in-
ternational senior debut at
last year’s Islamic Solidari-
ty Games in Riyadh before
spearheading the country’s
women’s medal hunt at the
Asian Youth & Junior Cham-
pionships in Tashkent by
winning a clean sweep of
six gold medals.

Iran’s 69kg representative
Karimi also enjoyed a de-
cent campaign in the Uzbek
capital, winning bronze
medals in the clean & jerk
and total.

Weightlifting has been
Iran’s second-most prolific
sport - behind wrestling -
since the country first took
part in the Asian Games in
New Delhi in 1951, yielding
33 golds, 31 silvers and 20
bronzes across 17 editions.
However, Iran endured a
dire run at the previous edi-
tion in Hangzhou, managing
just a single silver med-
al, won by Davoudi in the
men’s superheavyweight
division.
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A tourism expert said the devel-
opment of water-based tourism
in Mashhad could diversify the
city’s tourist attractions, comple-
ment religious tourism, increase
visitors’ length of stay and con-
tribute to the city’s economic
development.

Farid Javaherzadeh, speaking
to ISNA, stressed the need to
expand the tourism industry
and promote economic devel-
opment in Mashhad, saying
there is a clear need to develop
recreational, gaming and enter-
tainment facilities for tourists,
local residents and those living
in the city.

“Naturally, the use of aquatic rec-
reational facilities by residents
and locals is the least benefit we
can derive from water parks in
Mashhad,” he said. “Alongside
this use, we can also benefit
from their economic advantages
for the city and even the prov-
ince. Therefore, water parks can
be one of the factors attracting
tourists and creating employ-
ment in the city”

Emphasizing that the develop-
ment of aquatic complexes in
Mashhad could help increase
visitors’ length of stay and pro-
mote the city’s economic devel-
opment, he said Mashhad has
suffered from a decline in tour-
ists’ average length of stay in re-
cent years.

“If we examine visitors’ stays,
we can see that this figure has
declined every year,” he said.
The tourism expert added that
several factors contribute to
the decline in visitors’ length of
stay. One is that, in the view of
many tourists, Mashhad’s tour-
ism industry is overly depen-
dent on a single product and

Expert calls for development of

water-based tourism in Mashhad

focused almost exclusively on
religious tourism.

“To increase tourists’ length of
stay, attention must be paid not
only to religious sites but also to
the development of other recre-
ational and tourist facilities,” he
said.

Javaherzadeh noted that tourism
is an important source of income
for urban development, adding
that developing urban tourism
requires making use of the po-
tential of marine and coastal
tourism.

“However, in cities such as Mash-
had that are not located near the
sea, we should make the great-
est possible use of the potential
of water parks,” he said. “The
creation of swimming pools, ar-
tificial lakes and even wetlands
also has considerable potential
for attracting tourists.”

“Therefore, water-based tourism
can be considered an important
component of complementary
tourism in the province,” he said.
“Of course, this requires invest-
ment, infrastructure studies and
the development of projects that
should be incorporated into the

medium- and long-term tourism
development plans of Khorasan
Razavi Province.”

He said a maritime-oriented
economy means the sustainable
use of water resources and ar-
eas, including seas, lakes and
wetlands, which can contribute
to economic development and
growth, improve economic con-
ditions and increase gross do-
mestic product.

“In recent years, particularly
following the martyred Leader’s
directive on the maritime-orient-
ed economy, we have launched a

number of activities in this area,”
he said.

Commenting on the impact of
aquatic complexes on visitors’
length of stay in Mashhad, the
tourism economics specialist
said reliable studies and statis-
tical data were needed to assess

the extent of this impact.

“Years ago, when travelers ar-
rived in Mashhad, particularly
when these water parks had
just been established and were
widely advertised in the mass
media, there was considerable
enthusiasm for using these
facilities,” he said. “Tickets to
these water parks were even
bought and sold at airports and
bus terminals.”

He added that organized tours
from cities such as Shiraz to
Mashhad that include both a
visit to the holy shrine of Imam

Reza (PBUH) and the use of wa-
ter parks demonstrate the role
these facilities have played in
Mashhad’s tourism cycle.

“Using Mashhad’s aquatic com-
plexes has been a priority for
families and pilgrims, and this
is one of the factors that justifies

pinorest.com

the development of recreational
resort areas such as Torqabeh
and Shandiz,” he said.
Javaherzadeh stressed that if
Mashhad’s resident population
alone were taken into account,
there would be no need for such
a large number of restaurants,
recreational complexes and
tourism facilities.

“However, when we consid-
er the volume of tourists and
travelers, the existence of rec-
reational and tourism centers
becomes justified,” he said.
“Therefore, we can conclude

that water parks are an influ-
ential component of urban eco-
nomic development.”

He emphasized, however, that
water parks cannot become
Mashhad’s leading or defining
tourism brand.

“Mashhad is a religious and tour-
ist city, and the foundation of its
tourism development is religious
visitation,” he said. “Mashhad’s
tourism system is like the so-
lar system: at its center shines
a great sun, and that sun is the
holy shrine of Imam Reza (PBUH).
Other tourist attractions are like
planets revolving around this
shining sun”

Javaherzadeh identified water
stress as the most important
challenge facing the develop-
ment of water-based tourism in
Mashhad.

He added that the water crisis in
Mashhad has taken on broader
dimensions due to population
growth and the expansion of the
city.

“Unlike in the past, water can
no longer simply be trans-
ferred from one area to another
through basic pipelines. New
wells would have to be drilled,
but this is not an appropriate
solution for Mashhad either;” he
said.

“Therefore, we need to put the
use of treated wastewater, the
operation of large wastewater
treatment plants across the
province, preventing uncon-
trolled urban expansion, prop-
er water management, proper
management of urban wastewa-
ter and protection of groundwa-
ter resources on the agenda,” he
said. “Water stress is one of the
main obstacles to the develop-
ment of water-based tourism,
and Mashhad’s water resources
and capacity are limited.”

From cheese to caves

Why Liqvan village deserves more than a day trip

C Iranica Desk )

At the foot of Mount Sahand,
nestled between mountain
slopes, orchards and a river, lies
Liqvan, a village whose name
has long been synonymous
with cheese. Yet for visitors who
make their way into its narrow
streets, a much larger story un-
folds. Ligvan brings together
nature, livestock farming, agri-
culture, terraced architecture,
local cuisine and historical land-
marks, giving it the potential to
become one of East Azarbaijan
Province’s leading rural tourism
destinations in the years ahead.

Liqvan is best appreciated from
the road. As the route moves
farther from Tabriz, the city
gradually disappears behind the
traveler and the mountains take
its place. The air changes, and so
does the landscape. The village
lies about 36 kilometers east of
Tabriz and 24 kilometers south
of Basmenj, on the slopes of
Mount Sahand in a cold, moun-
tainous area. This setting is one
of Liqvan’s first advantages for
tourism. The area enjoys pleas-
ant weather in spring and sum-
mer, while its natural scenery
draws many visitors during the
warmer months, according to
chtn.ir.

With a population of about
7,000, Ligvan is considered one
of the region’s large villages. Like
many mountain settlements, its
layout follows the slope of the
land. Houses have been built on
rocky terrain along agricultural
fields, creating the village’s dis-
tinctive terraced appearance.

For visitors, this architecture is
more than a picturesque scene.
It is part of the story of people
who have lived for generations
between the mountains, farm-
land and livestock.

Still, the first image that comes
to many people’s minds when
they hear Liqvan is cheese.
Liqvan cheese has been asso-
ciated with the village for de-
cades, and its reputation has
spread far beyond the region.
Behind the brand is an entire
chain of rural life. Livestock
farming, pastures, springs,
mountain plants, milking prac-
tices and the transportation
of fresh milk to workshops all
contribute to the quality of the
product. The village’s Global
Tourism Village application
estimates that more than 200
units produce cheese in the
area, while the local sheep pop-
ulation stands at about 65,000.
The secret of Ligvan cheese
lies in this connection between
the product and its geography.

Aromatic plants and other
vegetation on the slopes
of Mount Sahand affect the
flavor of the milk, whose
quality ultimately contrib-
utes to a product that has
carried the name of Ligvan
for generations. Tradition-
al Ligvan cheese is kept in
brine for between three and 12
months, and several varieties are
produced in the area.

But anyone who enters Ligvan
expecting only to buy cheese and
return home the same day will
miss an important part of the
village. The Ligvan River runs
through the area. Orchards and
farmlands line the valley, while
summer pastures and grazing
lands create a broad natural
landscape around the village.
Clear springs, mineral waters,
medicinal plants and the Liqvan
forested valley are also among
the village’s natural attractions.
Many of these sites have yet to
be nationally registered, under-
scoring the need for planning to

protect and promote them.
Among Ligvan’s more unusual
assets are its rock shelters and
stone tunnels. The complex lies
within the mountains surround-
ing the village and was report-
edly used in the past as shelter
for people and livestock and as
a means of connecting different
parts of the area. The tunnels are
said to extend for about 10 kilo-
meters, with an average depth of
around 20 meters. Today, these
spaces could become part of
Liqvan’s historical and adven-
ture tourism experience.
Liqvan’s historic cemetery is
also included among its regis-
tered heritage sites. Together,
these attractions offer visitors
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the opportunity to move from
nature to history within a short
distance and then return from
history to the everyday life of
the village.

Ligvan also has another import-
ant advantage for tourism: the
diversity of experiences it can
offer. The village’s tourism file
identifies agricultural, culinary,
rural, sports, nomadic, adven-
ture, ecotourism, historical,
cultural, geotourism and recre-
ational tourism as potential of-
ferings. This range suggests that
the future of tourism in Liqvan
could extend well beyond short
trips to buy cheese.

The village economy also re-
mains heavily dependent on
land and livestock. According
to the information provided,
about 5,000 people are engaged
in livestock farming and around
700 work in agriculture and hor-
ticulture. Beekeeping and trans-
portation also account for part
of the local employment base.
These figures indicate that tour-

ism in Ligvan could be integrat-
ed with the existing rural econo-
my while creating new markets
for local products.

Food is another part of the vil-
lage’s story. The Ligvan Tradi-
tional Cheese Festival has also
been proposed as a tourism
event, although at the time the
village’s tourism file was pre-
pared, it had not yet been includ-
ed in the official events calendar.
Handicrafts could form anoth-
er link in this chain. Men’s felt
clothing, women’s velvet gar-
ments, woolen socks, pottery,
vests, shawls, felt hats, carpets,
carpet paintings and kilims are
among the products associated
with the village. If these goods
are better introduced and mar-
keted as part of the tourism
experience, visitors could take
a piece of Ligvan’s culture with
them when they leave.

Ligvan, however, still has a way
to go before becoming a fully
developed tourism destination.
The village has a paved access
road and facilities including a
municipal office, school, mosque,
public restrooms, telecommuni-
cations center, bank and internet
access. At the same time, the vil-
lage’s tourism dossier notes the
absence of daily public transpor-
tation. Signs introducing local at-
tractions are available in Persian,
but English versions have yet to
be provided.

If Liqvan is to become a bet-
ter-known destination in the
years ahead, it must tell its full
story. It is the story of a village
whose cheese has gained inter-
national recognition but whose
identity goes far beyond cheese.
It is a story of mountains and
rivers, stone shelters, terraced
houses, livestock farmers, agri-
cultural workers, and women
and men who still derive part of
their livelihoods from traditional
production.
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Iran-Pakistan cultural affinity opens door

to wider artistic exchanges, deputy minister says

( Arts & Culture Desk )

Iranian Deputy Culture Minister
for Artistic Affairs Mehdi Sha-
fiei and Pakistan’s Ambassador
to Iran Imran Ahmed Siddiqui
called Thursday for expanded
artistic exchanges between the
two countries, pointing to their
shared Persian, Islamic and cul-
tural heritage.

“The closeness between Iran
and Pakistan may be greater
in the cultural and civilization-
al spheres than in the political
sphere,” Shafiei said during a
meeting with Siddiqui in Tehran,
IRNA reported.

Shafiei said existing artistic links
had yet to tap the full potential
of the two countries’ cultural
relationship. He proposed joint
programs in music, devotional
poetry and, in particular, callig-
raphy, where Iran has a long-es-
tablished tradition and a large
community of practitioners.
“Our shared historical memory
begins with Hafez, Sa’adi and
Attar and, in the contemporary

era, reaches Allama Igbal,” Sha-
fiei said, referring to the cel-
ebrated poet revered in both
countries.

He also invited the Pakistani
envoy to visit Tehran’s Muse-
um of Contemporary Art, which
houses a significant collection
of Iranian and international
works. The museum could host
Pakistani contemporary art or
arrange exchanges with compa-
rable institutions in Pakistan, he
said.

Shafiei pointed to Iran’s active
cultural scene, noting that more
than 90 theater productions are
staged nightly in Tehran, along-
side numerous galleries, art
schools and university programs
across the country.

Iran is also prepared to host
leading Pakistani artists at festi-
vals and support Iranian artists
taking part in events in Pakistan,
he said. The proposals include
week-long or 10-day theater
seasons featuring contemporary
Pakistani productions in Iran,
followed by reciprocal perfor-

Iranian Deputy Culture Minister for Artistic
Affairs Mehdi Shafiei (3rd L) meets Pakistan’s
Ambassador to Iran Imran Ahmed Siddiqui (2nd L)
in Tehran, Iran, August 27, 2026.

IRNA

mances by Iranian theater com-
panies in Pakistan.

Siddiqui welcomed the pro-
posals and outlined plans for
an exhibition titled “Pakistan
Through the Centuries” in Teh-
ran, with the possibility of tak-
ing it to other Iranian cities. The
exhibition would showcase Pa-
kistan’s ancient culture, art and
civilization.

“We want the culture of Pakistan
to be better known to the Irani-
an people,” Siddiqui said, noting
the strong public interest in cul-
tural exhibitions in Iran.

The ambassador also proposed
producing documentaries on the
two countries’ cultural heritage
and pointed to Pakistan’s long-
standing theatrical tradition. He
noted that Pakistani artists have

already participated in Iranian
festivals and received awards.

Siddiqui asked Iran’s Culture
Ministry to provide a calendar

of upcoming artistic events so
Pakistani artists can plan their
participation.

Both officials underscored the

deep cultural affinities linking
Iran and Pakistan, including
their shared traditions in music,
literature, art and civilization.

‘Minab School’ exhibition kicks off

Araghchi: We will never forget as students’ story lives on through art

< Arts & Culture Desk >

[ranian Foreign Minister Abbas
Araghchi visited the ‘Minab
School’ exhibition on Friday,
August 28, at Tehran’s Art Bu-
reau, where works by prom-
inent contemporary Iranian
artists commemorate the stu-
dents and victims of the Minab
school tragedy. The exhibition
brings together paintings by
leading figures of Iran’s con-
temporary art scene, including
Behzad Shishegaran, Siavash
Moghaddam, Gholamali Taheri,
Morteza Asadi, Kazem Chalipa,
Ali Nedaei, Hassan Yaghouti,
Abdolhamid Ghadirian, Mosta-
fa Goudarzi and Nasser Seifi,
among others.

The event, organized by the
Nam Cultural and Artistic In-
stitute, explores the connection
between art and national iden-
tity through the memory of the
Minab students and those killed
in the incident.

During his visit, Araghchi de-
scribed the students as having
become a “heroic saga” for the

Iranian people, stressing that
the tragedy would remain in the
national memory:.

“We will never forget, forgive
or erase this incident from our
memory,” Araghchi said, adding
that Iran would continue to pur-
sue the matter. He also voiced
hope that the exhibition could
be taken abroad and presented
in different countries. “I hope
we can take this exhibition to
foreign countries, from coun-
try to country, and show these
works,” he said, while question-
ing whether some would allow
the exhibition to be displayed.
Araghchi framed the artworks
as a means of confronting what
he described as violations of
human rights and urged inter-
national audiences to view the

Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi
visits the ‘Minab School’ exhibition

commemorating students and victims of
the Minab school tragedy at Tehran’s Art
Bureau, in Tehran, Iran, August 28, 2026.

IRNA

works to gain a direct under-
standing of the tragedy.

A US-Israeli strike on the Sha-
jareh Tayyebeh School in Minab,
southern Iran, killed up to 168
students during the bombing
campaign.

The exhibition features works
by a broad group of contem-
porary Iranian painters and
artists, including Masoud
Shojaei-Tabatabaei, Kamyar
Sadeghi, Ali Mirfatah, Mahyar
Charmchi, Mostafa Ghorbani,
Hossein Aeinibakhsh and Mo-
hammad Ali Naderi.

The collection seeks to pre-
serve the memory of the Min-
ab students through visual art
while underscoring the role of
culture in safeguarding national
memory.

( Social Desk >

Iranian President Masoud
Pezeshkian on August 27, hailed
the 17th National Student Cul-
tural and Sports Olympiad as a
“symbol of national solidarity,”
saying the nationwide univer-
sity competition was helping
foster sportsmanship, responsi-
bility and social cohesion among
young Iranians.

In a message to the event, which
is being held at Shahroud Uni-
versity of Technology and Fer-
dowsi University of Mashhad,
Pezeshkian said Iran was going
through a sensitive period in its
history that called for greater
“unity, empathy, friendship and
harmony.” The Olympiad, he not-
ed, brings together thousands of
male and female students from
universities and higher-educa-
tion institutions across the coun-
try, President.ir reported.

“The student Olympiad is also a
symbol of this national solidari-
ty,” Pezeshkian wrote. “Alongside
competition, it strengthens eth-
ics, sportsmanship and a sense
of responsibility.”

The president described young
people as a major national asset
and said their knowledge, abili-
ties, vitality and creativity would
underpin Iran’s future develop-
ment. He called for greater op-
portunities for young people to
develop their talents and take on
future responsibilities.

The Olympiad combines aca-
demic and athletic life, bringing
together individual effort and
teamwork in a setting designed
to promote physical activity as
well as personal development.
“University sports are not
merely about physical fitness
or winning titles and medals,”
Pezeshkian said. He described
sporting competition as a means
of cultivating a healthy lifestyle,
perseverance, hope and a sense
of responsibility.

The boys’ section is being held in
Shahroud, in Semnan Province,
while the girls’ section is taking
place in Mashhad, the capital of
Razavi Khorasan Province. The
boys’ competition has already
produced champions in 10 disci-
plines, with universities includ-
ing Shahroud University of Tech-

Pezeshkian hails student Olympiad
for promoting national solidarity

nology, University of Tabriz, Iran
University of Science and Tech-
nology, Bu-Ali Sina University,
University of Gilan, University of
Tehran and Farhangian Universi-
ty among the gold medalists.
The Shahroud University of
Technology won the men’s dou-
bles tennis title, marking its first
championship in the history of
its participation in the Olympi-
ad. The girls’ competitions are
continuing, with the University
of Shiraz securing gold in the
mixed 4x50-meter swimming
relay.

Pezeshkian also called for uni-
versities to strengthen sports
programs, identify promising
young athletes and provide path-
ways for them to compete at na-
tional and international levels.
He thanked organizers, par-
ticularly Ferdowsi University
of Mashhad and Shahroud
University of Technology, and
expressed hope that the com-
petitions would give students
valuable experience while
encouraging greater cama-
raderie and participation in
university life.

Salehi: Tourism offers gateway to Iran’s cultural heritage

< Arts & Culture Desk >

Culture Minister Abbas Salehi described
tourism as a “driver” of cultural diplo-
macy, saying greater foreign tourist ar-
rivals can help present a more accurate
picture of Iran’s civilization, culture and
natural heritage, during a ceremony
marking the groundbreaking of a five-
star hotel in the central city of Yazd.
Salehi said direct exposure to Iran’s peo-
ple, culture, landscapes and traditions
could counter distorted portrayals of
the country and strengthen national re-
silience. Each foreign visitor, he argued,
can become an informal ambassador for
Iran by sharing their experience after
returning home.

“Iran has extraordinary capacities in
ancient civilization, tangible and intan-
gible heritage, diverse climates and nat-
ural attractions,” Salehi said, also point-
ing to regional customs, cuisine and
even Iran’s night skies as tourism assets.
He said developing accommodation and
other tourism infrastructure capable of
serving different groups of international
visitors was essential. Large-scale hotels
could also provide venues for cultural
and artistic events, allowing tourism
development to run alongside cultural
infrastructure.

Salehi described Yazd as one of Iran’s
foremost historic cities and a “living
historic city” with global appeal. Its pre-
served urban fabric, desert landscapes,

cultural heritage and religious and cul-
tural diversity give it substantial poten-
tial for cultural tourism, he said.

The ceremony marked the launch of the
Espinas Palace Yazd five-star hotel proj-
ect after the Ministry of Cultural Heri-
tage, Tourism and Handicrafts issued
its preliminary approval. Yazd Gover-
nor general Mohammad Reza Babaei
said the project followed coordination
between provincial authorities, tourism
officials and private investors.

Babaei said the investors, who have pre-
viously operated in Tehran, Astara and
northern Iran, chose Yazd after assess-
ing its tourism potential and the provin-
cial administration’s readiness to facili-
tate the project. He expressed hope that

construction would be completed ahead
of schedule.

The governor general also called for a
shift in Yazd’s development model], cit-
ing pressure on water resources, pollu-
tion and social challenges alongside the
province’s economic expansion. Yazd
has created roughly 200,000 jobs for
non-local workers in recent years, he
said.

Babaei identified textiles as a key part of
the province’s economic heritage, citing
traditional crafts.

He argued that reviving the sector could
complement tourism because of its rel-
atively low water consumption and lim-
ited pollution.

With about 98% of investment in Yazd

coming from the private sector, Babaei
said the government’s role was to re-
move obstacles and facilitate investment
rather than directly enter every field.
He predicted stronger prospects for
tourism once current wartime condi-
tions subside.



