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Ancient 4,600-year-old board game
unearthed in Iran’s Burnt Cit o,

Iran can withstand US

By Delaram Ahmadi The United States’

Iran reaffirms willpower to defend pressure by diversifying
o economic options
sovereignty after renewed US attacks o

At least 12 killed in missile strikes on southern cities ' economic pressure

on Iran may not produce the exact results Washington
seeks, but it will still affect the country’s economy and
require Iran to take appropriate measures to withstand
the pressure.

Amin Mokarrami, an economic an-
alyst, reviewed Iran’s challenges
and possible solutions in the
face of the expected pressure.

He said sanctions become less

capable of causing an econom-

ic shock when Iran can secure
multiple export markets and

transport routes and strength- Amin Mokarrami
en its domestic production
base.

IRAN DAILY: How serious is the Trump administra-
tion’s new economic campaign against Iran, and do
you think it can ultimately succeed in achieving its
objectives?

MOKARRAMI: I would describe this as a serious escala-
tion, not as a campaign whose outcome is already decided.
Washington is trying to make the cost of doing business
with Iran much higher, not only for Iranian entities but also
for foreign banks and financial institutions that facilitate
trade with Iran. President Trump and Treasury Secretary
Scott Bessent have used strong language, describing the
policy as economic warfare and talking about economic
“asphyxiation.” The aim is to cut Iran’s oil income, limit its
access to foreign currency and make trade and financial
transactions more difficult.

The main question is whether Washington can persuade
other countries to cooperate. China, Turkey, Iraq and other
regional trading partners have their own economic inter-
ests. Washington can threaten them with secondary sanc-
tions, but every additional country it pressures also creates
another diplomatic and economic problem for the United
States. China is particularly important. If Chinese compa-
nies continue buying Iranian oil and maintaining trade with
Iran, it becomes much harder for Washington to close ev-
ery channel. Iran therefore needs to work to preserve these
relationships. It should not assume that political opposition
to US sanctions automatically guarantees continued trade.

People inspect the aftermath of a US missile attack on a house in Sirik, southern Iran, where a wedding party was going on overnight on September 1, 2026. The photo inset

shows a victim of the strike that killed at least five people. It has t k ti ith I ially att
TASNIM as to make cooperation wi ran commercially attrac-

tive and predictable.

What role can China and Iran’s land neighbors play if
US pressure on maritime trade becomes more severe?

I' Rosatom in talks Mohitizadeh Alamut Castle China could be the most important external factor. Iran

. . . - needs oil buyers, imports and foreign currency channels.

i with ’1_‘eh_ran looklngtobull(_i on still holds China is important in all three areas. Beijing has repeatedly

i on building record-breaking secrets beneath opposed unilateral US sanctions and has said it will protect

i — smallnuclear form at Asian its ruins the legitimate interests of Chinese companies. That gives

=t - . Iran some room to maintain economic relations, although
power plants Games after centuries China will not accept unlimited risks.

If Washington starts imposing penalties on Chinese

9 > @ > 0 > banks or companies because of their Iranian business,

the issue could become part of the wider US-China con-
frontation. That would complicate matters for Washing-
ton as well as Iran. Iran’s land borders are also becom-
ing more important. If maritime trade faces additional
restrictions, Turkey, Iraq, Pakistan, Azerbaijan and Ar-
I menia can provide alternative channels for goods, pay-
ments and transportation. Iran should invest in border
infrastructure, railways, roads and customs systems and
negotiate practical trade arrangements with neighbors.
Faster customs clearance and predictable regulations
can help.
I would not describe land routes as a replacement for mar-
itime trade. Their value is that they diversify Iran’s options.
Iran should also strengthen economic ties with Central Asia
and the Caucasus, and use its position as a transit country
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