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At least 12 killed in missile strikes on southern cities
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People inspect the aftermath of a US missile attack on a house in Sirik, southern Iran, where a wedding party was going on overnight on September 1, 2026. The photo inset 
shows a victim of the strike that killed at least five people.

 TASNIM

Iran can withstand US 

pressure by diversifying 

economic options

The United States’ 
stated goal of ex-
erting additional 
economic pressure 

on Iran may not produce the exact results Washington 
seeks, but it will still affect the country’s economy and 
require Iran to take appropriate measures to withstand 
the pressure.
Amin Mokarrami, an economic an-
alyst, reviewed Iran’s challenges 
and possible solutions in the 
face of the expected pressure. 
He said sanctions become less 
capable of causing an econom-
ic shock when Iran can secure 
multiple export markets and 
transport routes and strength-
en its domestic production 
base.
 

IRAN DAILY: How serious is the Trump administra-
tion’s new economic campaign against Iran, and do 
you think it can ultimately succeed in achieving its 
objectives?
MOKARRAMI: I would describe this as a serious escala-
tion, not as a campaign whose outcome is already decided. 
Washington is trying to make the cost of doing business 
with Iran much higher, not only for Iranian entities but also for foreign banks and financial institutions that facilitate 
trade with Iran. President Trump and Treasury Secretary 
Scott Bessent have used strong language, describing the 
policy as economic warfare and talking about economic 
“asphyxiation.” The aim is to cut Iran’s oil income, limit its access to foreign currency and make trade and financial transactions more difficult.
The main question is whether Washington can persuade 
other countries to cooperate. China, Turkey, Iraq and other 
regional trading partners have their own economic inter-
ests. Washington can threaten them with secondary sanc-
tions, but every additional country it pressures also creates 
another diplomatic and economic problem for the United 
States. China is particularly important. If Chinese compa-
nies continue buying Iranian oil and maintaining trade with 
Iran, it becomes much harder for Washington to close ev-
ery channel. Iran therefore needs to work to preserve these 
relationships. It should not assume that political opposition 
to US sanctions automatically guarantees continued trade. 
It has to make cooperation with Iran commercially attrac-
tive and predictable.
 
What role can China and Iran’s land neighbors play if 
US pressure on maritime trade becomes more severe?
China could be the most important external factor. Iran 
needs oil buyers, imports and foreign currency channels. 
China is important in all three areas. Beijing has repeatedly 
opposed unilateral US sanctions and has said it will protect 
the legitimate interests of Chinese companies. That gives 
Iran some room to maintain economic relations, although 
China will not accept unlimited risks.
If Washington starts imposing penalties on Chinese 
banks or companies because of their Iranian business, 
the issue could become part of the wider US-China con-
frontation. That would complicate matters for Washing-
ton as well as Iran. Iran’s land borders are also becom-
ing more important. If maritime trade faces additional 
restrictions, Turkey, Iraq, Pakistan, Azerbaijan and Ar-
menia can provide alternative channels for goods, pay-
ments and transportation. Iran should invest in border 
infrastructure, railways, roads and customs systems and 
negotiate practical trade arrangements with neighbors. 
Faster customs clearance and predictable regulations 
can help.
I would not describe land routes as a replacement for mar-
itime trade. Their value is that they diversify Iran’s options. 
Iran should also strengthen economic ties with Central Asia 
and the Caucasus, and use its position as a transit country 
more effectively. The goal should be a network of routes 
and partners rather than dependence on 
one corridor. This is where regional diplo-
macy becomes especially important for Iran and its trading 
partners today.
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Iran’s Foreign Ministry on Wednesday 
condemned the new US strikes on Irani-
an southern cities in the strongest terms, reaffirming Iran’s determination to firmly 
defend its independence, national sover-
eignty and territorial integrity.
“The US regime, which has been driven 
to desperation in the face of the Iranian 
people’s iron will to defend Iran, once 
again violated Iran’s national sovereign-
ty and territorial integrity on Tuesday 
night by attacking several civilian areas 
and infrastructure, including a number 
of telecommunications towers and sites 
in the provinces of Khuzestan, Sistan and 
Baluchestan, Hormozgan and Kerman,” 
the ministry said in a statement after 
the renewed US missile attacks which 
claimed the lives of at least 12 Iranians.
The ministry said more than 70 people, 
most of them women and children, were 
killed or wounded in one of the US at-
tacks, which targeted a wedding party 
in Kuhestak in Sirik County, Hormozgan 
Province.

Footage of ruined decorations, aban-
doned shoes and debris strewn on the 
ground circulated widely in Iran follow-
ing the attack on the wedding celebration 
that was turned into a funeral.“Such brutal war crimes, which are a fla-
grant violation of the fundamental princi-
ples of international law, are reminiscent 
of previous American-Zionist crimes over 
the past year and a half, including in Min-
ab and Lamerd,” the ministry said.
In response to the aggression, Iran’s 
Armed Forces struck US military bases 
that had served as the launching points 
and logistical support for the US military 
offensive against Iran, the statement said.
The US military also targeted a civilian airport, fishmeal factory and power grids 
in southern Iran.
US Central Command (CENTCOM) 
claimed that American forces had 
launched attacks on targets belonging to 
Iran’s Islamic Revolution Guards Corps 
(IRGC).
CENTCOM linked the strikes to what 
Washington described as recent Iranian 
actions against commercial vessels in 

the Strait of Hormuz and US forces in the 
region.

Iran’s retaliation
The spokesperson for the Khatam al-An-
biya Central Headquarters, Lieutenant 
Colonel Ebrahim Zolfaghari, said that 
Iran’s Armed Forces responded to the 
attacks by targeting American outposts 
across the region with drone and missile 
strikes.
In the early hours of Wednesday, the IRGC 
and the Iranian Army launched a coordi-
nated wave of missile and drone strikes 
against American military positions 
across Jordan, Kuwait, Bahrain, Iraq, and the United Arab Emirates, inflicting ex-
tensive damage on their infrastructure, 
equipment, and personnel.
The Foreign Ministry in its statement 
warned the regional countries to prevent 
US forces from using their facilities and 
territory to carry out aggressive opera-
tions against Iran.
“The Islamic Republic of Iran emphati-
cally calls on the countries of the region to prevent the continuation and expan-

sion of the flames of war in the region 
by preventing the American aggressors 
from using their facilities and territory 
to prepare for and carry out aggressive 

operations against Iran, and not to allow 
the sinister American-Zionist plot to im-
pose permanent insecurity on the region 
to materialize,” it said.

At least 12 killed in missile strikes on southern cities

Iran reaffirms willpower to defend 
sovereignty after renewed US attacks

International Desk

 
Chinese President Xi Jinping said on Wednesday that “external in-
terference” in the Middle East 
should be opposed as the Unit-
ed States with the help of some 
regional countries continues its 
aggression against Iran. 
“We must uphold the principle 
that the people of the Middle 
East are the masters of their own affairs, oppose external in-
terference (and) support region-
al countries in strengthening di-
alogue on peace and security,” Xi 
told Egyptian President Abdel Fattah al-Sisi during his first vis-
it to Egypt in a decade.
The Chinese president was re-
ferring to the US war on Iran, 
which has failed to reach any of 
its objectives.
Washington has now turned to sanctions to exert more pressure 
on the Islamic Republic.
On August 19, US President Don-
ald Trump announced what he 
called the “most crushing eco-
nomic operation” against Iran, 
claiming that Tehran would face 
“economic warfare and isolation 
on an unprecedented scale”.

He also threatened sanctions 
against any country that does 
business with Iran.
China, a major buyer of Iranian 
oil, has vowed to safeguard its 
interests.
The Chinese Foreign Ministry re-jected Washington’s expanding 
pressure campaign and called 
for an immediate end to unilat-
eral measures.
“Cooperation between China and 
Iran has always been conducted 
within the framework of inter-
national law and should not be 
interfered with or disrupted,” 
the ministry said.
“China has already stated many times that it firmly opposes ille-
gal unilateral sanctions … China 
will take all necessary measures to firmly safeguard its own 
rights and interests.”
Xi also said during talks with Sisi 
that Beijing was willing to help 
protect maritime shipping from 
the energy-rich region, upended 
since US-Israeli strikes on Iran 
in late February triggered the 
war.
“China stands ready to work 
with countries in the region to 
safeguard the security of inter-

national shipping lanes, advance 
development cooperation... and 
eliminate the breeding grounds for conflict,” Xi said.

International Desk

The Islamic Revolution Guards Corps 
(IRGC) said two oil tankers had been 
stopped after hitting sea mines in the 
Strait of Hormuz, warning shipping 
companies against following US in-
structions and using unauthorized 
routes.
In a statement on Wednesday, the 
IRGC announced the two tankers had 
evacuated their crews after being en-
couraged by the US military and had 
been placed at the disposal of Amer-
ican-linked elements to pass through 
an unauthorized route, IRNA reported.
The statement noted that the IRGC 
Navy had previously warned vessels 
about the dangers of passing through 
mined areas.
“Additional punishments have been 
envisaged for shipping companies 
that, instead of following legal routes, 
are deceived by the Americans, and 
these measures will soon be imple-
mented,” the IRGC warned.
Iran closed the Strait of Hormuz fol-
lowing the launch of the latest bout 

of unprovoked American-Israeli 
aggression against the country on 
February 28.
Iran and the United States agreed on 
a 60-day reopening period as part of 
a Pakistan-mediated memorandum of 
understanding in June, but American 
violations forced Tehran to reestablish 
the closure.
Tehran has conditioned reopening of 
the waterway on the implementation 
of the Islamabad agreement.
The peace memo had recognized 
Iran’s rights and sovereignty over the 
strategic conduit, and said Iran was 
responsible for removing restrictions 
that it has imposed over the Strait of Hormuz for vessels affiliated with ag-
gressors and their supporters since 
the start of the aggression.
However, the US attempted to under-
mine Iran’s sovereignty by establish-
ing an unsafe corridor near the Omani 
shores.
Tehran says any movement in the en-
ergy chokepoint must be conducted 
under Iranian arrangements, as per 
the understanding.

A damaged building is seen following a US missile strike that targeted a wedding party in Sirik County, 

Hormozgan Province, Iran, on September 1, 2026.
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China's President Xi Jinping (L) walks along 

with his Egyptian counterpart Abdel Fattah 

al-Sisi during his welcome ceremony at the 

Ittihadia Presidential Palace in Cairo, Egypt, 

on September 2, 2026.
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International Desk

Oil and petroleum products are 
among Iran’s main sources of for-

eign exchange. What 
can Iran do to re-

duce the impact of restrictions and 
strengthen economic resilience?The first priority is to protect oil export capacity, but Iran should not 
treat oil as the only answer. It needs to preserve existing customers, find 
additional buyers in Asia and build 
more stable commercial relation-
ships. At the same time, more crude can be processed into refined and 
petrochemical products where viable. 
This can create value and give Iran more flexibility when crude exports 
face restrictions.
But the current pressure is also hurt-
ing domestic production. If maritime 
restrictions make it harder to bring in 
machinery, spare parts, raw materi-

als and intermediate goods, factories 
can face shortages and higher costs. 
Iran needs to keep alternative trade 
routes open and prioritize foreign 
currency for essential production 
inputs.
Another problem is that a sharp dis-ruption in oil exports means fewer 
foreign-currency resources are avail-
able to the government and the econ-
omy. That makes it harder to stabilize the exchange rate and control infla-
tion. Domestic policy therefore mat-ters more when external revenues 
fall. The government needs to avoid 
policies that add pressure on prices, 
improve foreign-currency allocation 
and give businesses clearer rules for 
importing inputs.Energy efficiency also deserves atten-
tion. Iran consumes large amounts of 
oil and gas domestically, and reduc-

ing waste could free more energy products for export without requir-
ing a major increase in production.
Iran should also develop sectors that 
can generate foreign currency out-
side hydrocarbons, including mining, 
agriculture, manufacturing, tourism, 
transport and digital services. None 
can replace oil quickly, but together 
they can reduce vulnerability.
Resilience means giving the econo-
my more choices. If Iran has several export markets, several transport 
routes and a stronger domestic 
production base, sanctions become 
less capable of creating an econom-
ic shock. That requires disciplined monetary and fiscal policies, stronger 
investment and a business environ-
ment in which the private sector has enough confidence to keep producing 
and investing.

Iran can withstand ...
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Rosatom in talks with Tehran on 
building small nuclear power plants 

Economy  Desk

Russia’s state nuclear cor-
poration Rosatom has sub-
mitted a draft agreement to 
Iran for the construction of 
small nuclear power plants, 
CEO Alexey Likhachev told 
reporters on Wednesday.
Speaking on the sidelines 
of the Eastern Econom-
ic Forum in Vladivostok, 
Likhachev told reporters 
that Rosatom had handed 
over a corresponding draft 
intergovernmental accord 
following Iranian requests 
for smaller-capacity gener-
ation.
“Yesterday, we also dis-
cussed the further develop-
ment of relations. We pre-
viously signed agreements 
on another construction 
site for large power units,” 
Likhachev was quoted as 

saying by TASS.
“The Iranians raised the 
issue of small-capacity 
generation during the ne-
gotiations, and we, for our 
part, handed over a corre-
sponding draft intergov-
ernmental agreement on 
the construction of small 
stations,” he added.
Likhachev noted that as 
Iran returns to peaceful 
life, the country will devel-
op its nuclear program, and 
Rosatom intends to partici-
pate in it.
The announcement came 
after Russian President 
Vladimir Putin and Iranian 
President Masoud Pezesh-
kian held extensive talks on 
the sidelines of the Shang-
hai Cooperation Organiza-
tion (SCO) summit in Bish-
kek, Kyrgyzstan, focusing 
in detail on the status and 

future of Iran’s Bushehr 
nuclear power plant, as 
Russian specialists prepare 
for scheduled maintenance 

work on the facility’s first 
unit this month.
The two leaders devoted significant time to review-

ing operations at Bushehr, 
Iran’s sole operational 
nuclear station, which 
generates 915 megawatts 

(MW) — less than 1% of the 
country’s total electricity 
output capacity.
Separately, Likhachev said 
last week that Russian ex-
perts were gearing up to 
take part in planned main-
tenance on Bushehr’s Unit 
1, which are set to begin 
this month.
He added that 42 Russian 
personnel are currently 
present at the site, accord-
ing to Russia’s state news 
agency RIA Novosti.
The vast majority of Rus-
sian staff had left Bushehr 
following the outbreak 
of US and Israeli strikes, 
which began in late Febru-
ary and lasted for 40 days. 
During that period, the 
plant’s premises and sur-
rounding areas were struck 
multiple times, prompting 
the International Atomic 

Energy Agency (IAEA) to 
express concern and call 
for restraint and vigilance 
around nuclear installa-
tions.Bushehr’s first unit, built 
with Russian cooperation 
and designed for 1,000 
MW, remains in operation, 
while its second and third 
units are under construc-
tion.
In June, Mohammad Es-
lami, head of the Atomic 
Energy Organization of 
Iran, said the plant had 
ranked among the world’s 
top 10 nuclear facilities 
for the third year running, 
earning a perfect safety and efficiency score of 100 
out of 100 from inspec-
tors of the World Associa-
tion of Nuclear Operators 
(WANO) following global site 
 reviews.

TPO weighs rial-based mechanism
to ease trade with neighbors

Iran is exploring a mechanism 
to settle trade in its national 
currency rial with neighboring countries, a senior trade official 
said on Wednesday, as Tehran 
seeks to ease banking and pay-
ment hurdles that have ham-
pered regional commerce.
Mohammad Sadeq Qannadza-
deh, deputy head of trade ser-
vices at Iran’s Trade Promotion 
Organization (TPO), told IRNA 
that proposals had been sub-
mitted to establish a rial-based 
framework for transactions 
with neighboring trading part-
ners, such as Iraq and Afghan-
istan. 
Qannadzadeh noted that a sig-nificant portion of Iran’s exports 
go to those two countries, and 
that traders from Iraq and Af-
ghanistan sometimes obtain 
rials to purchase Iranian goods. 
“We have therefore proposed creating a specific procedure 
for this type of trade with neigh-
bors,” he added. 
While acknowledging that ex-
ports ultimately need to gener-
ate foreign currency, he said the 
TPO, in cooperation with the 
banking system and currency exchange offices, is designing 
mechanisms to address current 
obstacles.

“The necessary proposals have 
also been forwarded to the central bank,” the official said, 
though he cautioned that “the final procedure has not yet 
been implemented by the cen-
tral bank, and the issue remains 
under review.” 
Beyond the rial initiative, Iran 
has drawn up country-specif-
ic plans to expand trade with 
neighboring and like-minded 
nations, tailored to each coun-
try’s conditions and capacities, 

Qannadzadeh said.
The programs cover trade, transportation, financial and 
banking arrangements, pay-
ment methods, and alternative 
forms of commerce. 
“These programs are being pur-
sued on a country-by-country 
basis through working groups, 
joint committees, joint commis-
sions, and exchanges of trade 
delegations to address the is-
sues and obstacles facing the 
expansion of trade relations,” 

he said. 
Iran has recently engaged Pa-
kistan under this framework, 
he added, and will continue 
negotiations with Iraq, Turkey, 
Afghanistan, and other target 
countries. 
According to Iran’s customs 
administration, the country 
recorded nearly $15 billion in 
non-oil exports and $17 billion 
in imports between March 21 
and August 16. Exports over the 
period fell by an average of 24% 
compared with the same stretch 
last year. 
Assessing the impact of the re-cent conflict, Qannadzadeh said 
the trade decline had been ex-
pected, largely because height-
ened international risks, partic-
ularly in maritime transport and 
logistics made the downturn 
unavoidable. “A significant portion of the 
country’s trade is conducted by 
sea, and given the tensions that 
emerged and the decline in the movement of transport fleets, 
part of the country’s trade was 
affected,” he said. 
Iran’s southern ports remain 
under a US naval blockade im-
posed by President Donald 
Trump as part of a pressure 
campaign following a 40-day 
US-Israeli war that began in late 
February.

Economy  Desk

Iran eyes Dayyer port as trade gateway to Qatar
 

Iran’s commercial attaché in Doha has called for stronger infrastructure and greater official support 
for Dayyer port in southern Bushehr Province, de-
scribing it as a high-potential gateway for expand-
ing trade with Qatar.
Abbas Abdolkhani told IRNA on Wednesday that Dayyer port holds special significance for devel-
oping maritime trade between the two countries, 
citing its geographical position, short sea distance to 
Qatar, and adequate cargo-handling capacity.
Dayyer port, Abdolkhani said, could become a ma-
jor hub for Iran’s maritime trade with Qatar, and 
harnessing this capacity would be an effective step 
toward boosting exports, lowering trade costs, and 
deepening economic and commercial ties between 
the two countries.Shipping traffic currently runs from Dayyer to Qa-
tar’s Al Ruwais port, with agricultural products, 
horticultural goods, foodstuffs, and other consumer 

items making up the bulk of shipments, Abdolkhani 
said. The sustained daily movement, he added, un-
derscores Dayyer’s considerable potential to sup-
port bilateral trade and expand Iranian exports to 
the Qatari market.
In recent months, Abdolkhani said, a vehicle import 
route from Al Ruwais to Dayyer has also been acti-
vated, which could boost trade volume and variety 
along the corridor and spur transport and logistics 
activity.
The attaché emphasized that coordination and syn-
ergy among executive bodies are essential for in-creasing the corridor’s efficiency and streamlining 
export-import procedures. Sustained cooperation, 
he said, could further strengthen Dayyer’s role in 
Iran-Qatar trade.
He cited short sea distance, fast transit times, and 
ease of cargo movement as Dayyer’s key advantag-
es, adding that these factors could reduce transport 
time and costs while making Iranian goods more 
competitive in the Qatari market.

Iran in July resumed exports to Qatar after a war-
time halt, with the reopening of Qatar’s Al Ruwais 
customs terminal allowing shipments from Iran to 
restart. The US-Israeli war launched against Iran in 
late February had disrupted shipping and logistics 
across the Persian Gulf.
The push to develop Dayyer comes as Iran has been 
seeking to diversify its logistics routes to counter 
growing restrictions on trade corridors, redirect-
ing cargo operations to northern ports as well as to 
ports in Pakistan, India, and Oman after activity at 
Jebel Ali was disrupted during wartime conditions.
Iran had relied heavily on UAE trade routes during the recent conflict, and when the UAE barred even 
Iranian vessels from loading or unloading cargo at Jebel Ali, a significant portion of trade effectively 
ground to a halt. The ongoing US naval blockade 
on Iran’s southern ports has constrained Tehran’s 
trade options as part of broader efforts to force an 
agreement following the 40-day war with US and 
Israeli forces that began in late February.

Economy  Desk

A view of Iran’s Bushehr nuclear power plant in Bushehr Province

Iran has made the world’s larg-
est volume of gas discoveries since 2025, with two fields in 
the southern province of Fars, 
Hamid Bovard, CEO of the Na-
tional Iranian Oil Company 
(NIOC), said on Wednesday.
Bovard added that the Takhteh and Pazan fields contained a 
combined 17.5 trillion cubic 
feet (tcf) of gas, equivalent to 
about 500 billion cubic meters 
(bcm), Shana reported.The new finds add about 
1.46% to Iran’s proven gas 
reserves. The country holds 
around 34 trillion cubic meters 
of gas, making it the world’s 
second-largest after Russia, 
with around 17% of the global 
total.
“Takhteh accounts for 7.5 tcf 
of gas in place (212 bcm), of 
which 5.5 tcf (155 bcm), is re-
coverable,” Bovard said. 
The NIOC had earlier put 
Takhteh’s value at about $45 billion. The field contains 
about 27 million barrels of 
condensate, of which around 
20 million barrels are recover-
able, Mohyeddin Jafari, head of 
NIOC’s exploration department 
said last month.
According to Jafari, Takhteh’s 

gas is “sweet”, meaning it does 
not require sweetening, poten-
tially allowing faster develop-
ment and processing
Pazan, also in Fars, was an-
nounced in October as Iran’s 
largest independent onshore gas field. It holds about 10 tcf 
(283 bcm) of gas in place, with 
7 tcf (198 bcm) recoverable 
and an estimated value of $100 
billion.
Bovard said the NIOC planned 
to increase exploration drilling 
and seismic surveys in north-
eastern, northern and north-
western Iran to tap new hy-
drocarbon resources and help 
narrow the country’s energy 
supply-demand gap.

Economy  Desk

NIOC makes largest global 

gas discoveries since 2025

 SHANA



Iran Daily  Thursday, September 03, 2026
4 Deep Dive

Iran’s Regional Music Speaks to All

IRAN DAILY: You grew up in a family 
where music was not merely a profes-
sion for you, but part of your family’s 
life and identity. You began learning 
the Luri kamancheh from your father, 
Faraj Alipour, at the age of seven and 
took to the stage very soon afterward. 
What is your earliest image of the ka-
mancheh, and when did you realize 
that this instrument was going to de-
termine the course of your life?
ALIPOUR: The first image I have of the kamancheh is part of everyday life and the atmosphere of our home. From the age of four, I became familiar with rhythm 
and beat, and then I began learning the kamancheh from my father.My first official performance was at the age of 11 in the city of Khorramabad. During the intermission between the two parts of my father’s concert, my brother Milad and I went on stage and performed two pieces. The audience’s warm ap-
plause and enthusiastic reception that night was the first spark that showed me this instrument would be the path of my future.After moving to Tehran during high school, my musical environment took on a more serious shape. While performing on stage with my father’s group, I also collaborated with various other groups and gained experience so that my own 
independent musical identity could take shape.
Faraj Alipour is a seminal figure in 
Luri music and, for you, has simulta-
neously been a father and a teacher. 
Working with your father, particular-
ly in the Tal Ensemble, was probably 
both a great opportunity and a con-
siderable pressure. How did you man-
age to strike a balance between your 
father’s musical heritage and finding 
your own voice? Have you ever wanted 
to get out of the shadow of Faraj Ali-
pour’s name?Working with my father was not mere-ly a professional experience on stage; it was living in an ever-present university. 
Day and night, I accompanied him on trips, rehearsals, and journeys, and I saw how lovingly and devotedly he searched for old verses and forgotten melodies in order to reconstruct them and leave them as a legacy for future generations. 
Being beside him taught me that music 
is not simply playing an instrument, but also how to respect people and preserve culture. This was the greatest lesson I learned, moment by moment, without 

direct instruction.As for finding my own voice, I never in-tended to distance myself from or escape my father’s name. Instead, I have always 
tried to continue and complete his path and way of thinking. To maintain a bal-ance between authenticity and innova-tion, I have tried to preserve the pristine authenticity of Luri music while present-
ing it through orchestration, instrumenta-tion, and a fresh form of expression that is attractive and enjoyable for today’s generation and contemporary audiences.
In addition to the Tal Ensemble, you 
have worked with figures such as Ho-
mayoun Shajarian and Parvaz Homay 
and have participated in various Irani-
an music projects. What did working 
alongside singers and composers of 
urban and classical Iranian music add 
to your musicianship that you could 
not have experienced on your own in 
regional music?Working in orchestral projects taught me that, as a musician, above all I must be in the service of the ensemble and orchestra. My simultaneous mastery of 
Iranian classical repertoire and regional music has given a particular flexibility and richness to my playing in orchestras. This combination of a regional idiom with 
an urban structure is precisely the point 
that attracts composers and singers and distinguishes my style of playing from others.
The “Simorgh” project, composed by Master Hamid Motebassem and featuring Homayoun Shajarian as vocalist, was one of my most brilliant experiences. In that project, which was based on Ferdowsi’s 

Shahnameh, I saw firsthand how a com-poser can transform ancient texts into music with delicacy in order to create the greatest emotional impact. Playing along-side prominent masters of Iranian instru-ments greatly enhanced my perspective 
on ensemble playing and orchestral dis-cipline.On the other hand, my several years of collaboration with Parvaz Homay cre-ated a different environment for me. In 
his orchestra, I had the opportunity to discover my abilities in improvisation. I had the freedom to let myself go on stage and play with a different expression each time. In addition, I experienced the com-bination of music with modern poetry, theatrical stage settings, and creative stage concepts alongside him.Regional music gave me authenticity and heartfelt expression, while urban music added a structured perspective and an understanding of form. The combination of these two became my personal signa-ture as a musician.
One of the characteristics of your ka-
mancheh playing is that you seem to 
build a bridge between Iranian ka-
mancheh technique and the distinc-
tive expression of the Luri kamancheh. 
From a musician’s perspective, what 
is the most important difference in 
the expression of the Luri kamancheh 
compared with the kamancheh in Ira-
nian classical music? And do you think 
academic training in the kamancheh 
could cause some of this indigenous 
expression to disappear?The main difference lies in the type of bowing, ornaments, embellishments, 

and the direct, unmediated tone found in the Luri kamancheh. Folk music has 
techniques and nuances in ornamenta-
tion and phrasing that are not necessarily incorporated into traditional notation. In my view, if academic training begins from the very first day and without sensory understanding, it can weaken the musi-
cian’s indigenous accent and expression or force it into a particular mold. The right path for me was to first learn music 
through the “oral tradition,” by listening deeply.My fingering and bowing developed with-in an authentic Luri environment and be-came connected to the spirit of this mu-sic. I then turned to academic education 
and reading notation so that I could play without limitations in different orches-tras. The greatest challenge is precisely 
here: some indigenous musicians do not have the ability to perform orchestrally from notation, while some academically 
trained musicians lose the tone and spir-it of folk music. Beginning with regional music strengthens specific techniques that are not found in the traditional rep-ertoire, and adding academic knowledge to it provides the ability to coordinate within any ensemble while simultaneous-ly preserving the instrument’s indigenous spirit.
You have been living in the United 
States for several years, but you have 
not separated your works from Luri 
and regional music. Even your recent 
works show an interest in fusion ex-
periences, including combining Luri 
music with the country music environ-
ment. Did migration cause you to see 
Luri music from a new distance? And 
when you play a Luri melody today, do 
you hear it the same way you heard it 
in Khorramabad?
Migration not only did not create a dis-tance between me and my roots, but also placed a new responsibility and mission on my shoulders. From the very begin-ning of my arrival in the United States, I did not stop my activities, and I made every effort to introduce Luri music to Iranian and non-Iranian audiences in var-ious forms — from solo and duo perfor-mances to combinations with electronic and country music — which, fortunately, received an extraordinary response.The idea of combining it with country 
music goes back many years to my time in Iran. I have always been an active lis-tener of world music in order to find points of connection between cultures. 

Luri kamancheh has  

universal language: Virtuoso
Migration did not create distance ‘between me, my roots’

Mazdak Alipour, a prominent kamancheh player and one of the leading figures of the new gener-
ation of Luri music, has for years throughout his professional life merged his musical heritage of 
Lorestan and new musical experiences in the United States. Having begun learning the kaman-
cheh as a child under the guidance of his father, Faraj Alipour, and taking to the stage at a very young age, he now per-
forms in different states across the United States to introduce Luri and Iranian music not only to Iranian immigrants, but 
also to American audiences — an effort that, in his view, can turn the regional music of Iran into a universal language.
Mazdak Alipour is among those musicians whose artistic journey cannot be separated from their family and cultural roots. He grew up in a 

family where music was not merely a career choice, but part of everyday life and identity. The son of Faraj Alipour, a prominent master of Luri music and a renowned kamancheh 
player, he became familiar from childhood with the melodies of Lorestan’s music, travel, practice, and the stage. His first experiences alongside his father later developed into 

an independent path in which he has sought to strike a balance between remaining faithful to the heritage of Luri music and embracing new musical experiences.
In addition to his activities with the Tal Ensemble and collaborations with his father, Alipour has worked with figures in Iranian music including Homayoun Shajarian and 

Parvaz Homay. His participation in projects such as “Simorgh,” composed by Hamid Motebassem and featuring Homayoun Shajarian as vocalist, expanded his experience 
from regional music into the orchestral space and more complex structures of Iranian music. He says that regional music gave him “authenticity and heartfelt expression,” 
while urban music added “a structured perspective and an understanding of form” to this experience.
Migration to the United States has not meant distancing himself from his roots; on the contrary, he regards it as a new responsibility to introduce the music of Lorestan abroad. 
During his years in the United States, he has performed Luri music in different states and sought to familiarize American audiences with the sound of the Luri kamancheh, its 

energetic rhythms, and the emotional expression of this music. The “Za” project is also one of his efforts to establish a deeper connection between this music and non-Iranian 
audiences. It is a project in which music is accompanied by narration and storytelling, with a significant portion of concert audiences being non-Iranian.

In this interview, Alipour talks about his experience of migration, his relationship with his father’s heritage, the difference between the expression of the Luri kamancheh 
and Iranian classical music, the possibility of Lorestan’s music becoming global, the economics of regional music, the use of artificial intelligence to reconstruct part of the 

historical memory of Lorestan’s music, and his plans for the future — a future in which he dreams of taking Luri music to the stage with a large international orchestra.
The following is the full interview of Iran Daily with Mazdak Alipour, the prominent kamancheh player.

Freelance journalist

By Alireza Sepahvand

I N T E R V I E W

E X C L U S I V E

Mazdak Alipour

As for finding my own 
voice, I never intended 
to distance myself from 
or escape my father’s 
name. Instead, I have 
always tried to continue 
and complete his path 
and way of thinking. 
To maintain a balance 
between authenticity and 
innovation, I have tried 
to preserve the pristine 
authenticity of Luri 
music while presenting 
it through orchestration, 
instrumentation, and a 
fresh form of expression 
that is attractive and 
enjoyable for today’s 
generation and 
contemporary audiences.

Mazdak Alipour performs live in a concert 

with the Tal Ensemble in Iran.
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Like Luri music, country music is root-
ed in authentic life, nature, and popular 
culture. When these two geographies be-
come intertwined, a universal and highly 
appealing language is born.
Today, when I play a Luri melody, I still 
feel the same authenticity and emotion of Khorramabad flowing through me, 
but with a broader perspective. I feel a 
duty and responsibility on my shoulders 
to take this heritage to prestigious inter-
national universities and collaborate as a 
kamancheh soloist with leading orches-
tras around the world, so that I can be a 
worthy representative of the people and 
culture of my homeland.

In the United States, you have tried to 
bring maqami music and Luri melo-
dies to audiences in different states. 
How do Americans respond to Luri 
music? Do they genuinely connect 
with the music itself, or do you first 
have to explain the story, language, 
culture, and geography of Lorestan to 
them?
The response of American and non-Ira-
nian audiences has been extraordinary. 
Even though it has deep sorrow and 
emotional expression in its melodies, Luri 
music affects listeners without any inter-
mediary because of its energetic rhythms. 
At many events, without any prior expla-
nation, I have seen how a non-Iranian lis-
tener becomes captivated by the power 
and appeal of this music.
However, to deepen this connection, in 
my new project called “Za” — which is 
being released both as an album and 
performed as a concert tour in the Unit-
ed States — I have taken a different 
approach. I have designed a coherent 
scenario and storyline for the project. 
Memorable and new pieces are connect-
ed to this storyline. Before each piece is 
performed, a brief explanation of its story 
and emotional atmosphere is given to the 
audience, and the text of the narration is 
also provided to them. The result was as-
tonishing. The audience remains focused 
and excited, riveted to the performance 
until the very last moment.
The interesting point is that at most of our 
concerts, approximately half of the audi-
ence consists of non-Iranian listeners. See-
ing them become immersed in the story, 
music, and sound of the kamancheh — de-
spite not knowing the language — proves 
that Luri music has tremendous potential 
to connect with a global audience.

In 2025, you undertook a very dif-
ferent project in which you reintro-
duced the voice of the late Pirvali 
Karimi, one of the important figures 
in the history of Luri music, to today’s 
audience after approximately six 
decades, in the form of a new work 
featuring the kamancheh and your 
own arrangement. The project also 
used artificial intelligence in its vi-

sual component. Was this experience 
more of a musical project for you, or 
an effort to save part of the historical 
memory of Lorestan’s music? And to 
what extent do you consider the use 
of artificial intelligence acceptable in 
reconstructing such heritage?
This project was far more than a musi-
cal work for me. It was a tribute and a 
sincere effort to keep alive the histori-
cal memory of Lorestan’s music. I have 
always enjoyed Master Pirvali Karimi’s 
style of kamancheh playing, and with the emergence of artificial intelligence in the visual field, I saw an opportunity to bring this historical figure closer to 
today’s audience. I reconstructed the 
only surviving photograph of Pirvali 
and old photographs of Khorramabad, 
wrote a storyline and screenplay, and 
placed Pirvali and QorchAli together in 
the old neighborhoods. Choosing the 
piece was a major challenge, but even-
tually I selected a song that would com-
plete the spirit of the image. Over Pir-
vali’s kamancheh recording, I recorded 
my own kamancheh and the Dohol, and in the final section, I sang part of the 
melody so that the connection between 
generations would become tangible.The use of artificial intelligence is ac-
ceptable as long as it serves preserving 
the spirit of the work and transmitting 
its identity, rather than distorting it. I 
am doing everything within my ability 
to preserve and develop these ancient 
works and present them at universities 
and prestigious halls. The tremendous 
support of all Luri speakers — including 
our dear Bakhtiari Lurs — at concerts in 
the United States gives me the strength to 
continue striving not for personal fame or 
honor, but for future generations and the 
preservation of this ancient heritage.

Regional music in Iran has long faced a 
contradiction: on the one hand, it has 
a great deal of audience interest and 
appeal, while on the other hand, many 
of its masters and musicians face dif-
ficult economic circumstances. In the 
United States, have you realized that 
local music can be turned into a sus-
tainable professional and economic 
activity? What exists in that cultural 
system that we do not have in Iran?
The main difference lies in a change in 
the artist’s mindset and in the support 
structure. In the United States, music is 
viewed as a professional occupation. A 
musician here conducts himself or herself as a musician with no inflated ego. From 
releasing works on global platforms and 
teaching to performing in a bar, a small 
venue, or a major concert, musicians 
make use of every opportunity. In addi-
tion, support systems such as grants (gov-

ernmental or institutional funding) exist, which 
cover the costs of concerts and free art-
ists from the concern of ticket sales so 
that people can enjoy art at the lowest 
possible cost or for free.
In Iran, by contrast, there are two major 
challenges: on the one hand, censorship 
and the exhausting process of obtaining 
permits, which consumes all the artist’s 
energy and rehearsal time in administra-

tive follow-ups; and on the other hand, 
the blocking of global income-generating 
platforms. But alongside these issues, 
there is also the challenge of the artists’ 
own attitude; unfortunately, many col-
leagues stay at home, wait to be invited, 
and criticize from the sidelines.
I put my works on international plat-
forms so that my sound and art can be 
heard — even if sanctions and Iran’s lim-
itations prevent full monetization in that 
geography — because I hope that one day 
it will also be heard freely in Iran. The 
truth is that challenges exist everywhere 
in the world, but sitting at home and feel-
ing sorry for oneself gets you nowhere. 
An artist must build his or her own path 
through perseverance.

If you were to introduce only three 
characteristics of Lorestan’s music to 
an American audience so that they 
could understand why this music de-
serves to become global, which three 
characteristics would you choose?
If I were to describe three unique charac-
teristics of Lorestan’s music to an Ameri-
can audience to demonstrate why this art 
has the potential to become global, they 
would be:
1. Powerful, epic, and multilayered 
rhythms (especially asymmetrical rhythms): The 
rhythms of Luri music are not merely for 
dancing or celebration; they are rooted 
in epic traditions, labor, and a heroic 
way of life. The diverse rhythms such 
as Se-Pa, Sangin-Sama, and especially 
asymmetrical rhythms possess a mag-
ical movement and extraordinary en-
ergy that compel any listener from any 

culture to move and participate.
2. Deep and authentic emotional expres-
sion in the melodies: The Luri kaman-
cheh has a direct and deeply intimate 
language. This music is capable of con-
veying the deepest human emotions, 
such as sorrow, love, longing, and yearn-
ing, without the need for words. This sor-
rowful quality and emotional expression 
is something that Western audiences can 
understand with their entire being with-
out knowing the language or geography.
3. A direct and living connection with 
nature and historical antiquity: Luri mu-
sic is a mirror of Lorestan’s geography, a 
sound that carries within it the sounds of 
nature, mountains, ancient rituals, and 
the thousands-of-years-old history of this 
people. This authentic and deeply rooted 
narrative offers the listener a musicolog-
ical dimension that, in an age of modern 
and similar productions, appears highly 
valuable, fresh, and authentic to today’s 
listener.

And perhaps the most important 
question: You are the son of Faraj Al-
ipour and have worked alongside him 
and in the Tal Ensemble for years, but 
you have now reached a stage where 
the next generation must recognize 
you as an independent musician and 
artist with your own voice. How do you 
make it happen?
I have a very heavy responsibility ahead 
of me, and I think about it every day. I 
closely follow the tastes and listening 
habits of the new generation and even 
put myself in their place to understand 
how I can attract their attention to Luri 
music. Young people today are looking for 
excitement and contemporary rhythms. 
Luri music has tremendous potential to 
keep pace with contemporary arrange-
ments without altering its essence and 
authenticity.
To bring the younger generation into con-
cert halls and familiarize them directly 
with this art, I have created a new group 
that performs Luri music — including 
melodies, vocal traditions, and even 
Bakhtiari Luri music — in an electronic 
format, with the kamancheh taking the 
central and leading role. In general, I am 
now pursuing Luri music in the United 
States in three separate formats:
1. Traditional orchestra
2. Duo performances and research-ori-
ented performances
3. Electronic and fusion music.
My great goal and dream for the future 
is to bring this music to the stage with a 
large international orchestra and create a 
lasting work. At many performances, au-
diences see the Luri kamancheh for the first time, and when I tell them about its 
history and antiquity, they are astonished.
This is the very point at which I realize 
that my independent path has taken 
shape, a path toward introducing a cul-
ture to the world.

I have always enjoyed 
Master Pirvali Karimi’s style 
of kamancheh playing, 
and with the emergence 
of artificial intelligence in 
the visual field, I saw an 
opportunity to bring this 
historical figure closer to 
today’s audience. Choosing 
the piece was a major 
challenge, but eventually I 
selected a song that would 
complete the spirit of his 
image that I reconstructed. 
Over Pirvali’s kamancheh 
recording, I recorded my own 
kamancheh and the Dohol, 
and in the final section, I 
sang part of the melody so 
that the connection between 
generations would become 
tangible.

Mazdak Alipour (L) performs alongside his 

father, Master Faraj Alipour, at a concert in 

Washington, the US.

  TASNIM

The poster shows the Tal Ensemble that 

performs under the direction of Master Faraj 

Alipour (C), with arrangements by Milad Alipour 

and conducting by Mazdak Alipour (4th-R).

  SPOTIFY

The photo shows Mazdak Alipour (R) alongside 

Master Hossein Behroozinia (C) in the poster 

of their concert tour of the United States and 

Canada.
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Athletics

Iran pairs off to winning starts  

in men’s competition

????????

Iran’s Fatemeh Mohitiza-
deh will look to carry her 
record-breaking form into 
the upcoming Aichi-Nagoya 
Asian Games after her latest 
triumph at the Women’s Na-
tional Athletics Champion-
ships in Shiraz.
Mohitizadeh improved the 
Iranian national record in the 
heptathlon for the third time 
in less than a year, scoring 5,813 points on the final day 
of the championships.
A silver medalist at the 2024 
Asian Indoor Athletics Cham-
pionships, the Iranian had 
previously raised the nation-
al record to 5,616 points at 
the third stage of the Tehran 
Grand Prix on June 16. She 
had also set a new mark with 
5,562 points at the 2025 Is-
lamic Solidarity Games in Ri-
yadh last November, where 
she won the gold medal.
Her latest performance un-
derlined the 23-year-old’s 
rapid rise and established 
her as one of the emerging 
stars of Iranian athletics.
Mohitizadeh became the 
third Iranian female athlete 
to break a national record 

at this year’s national cham-
pionships, following Faezah 
Ashourpour in the 100-me-ter hurdles and Zahra Najafi 
in the javelin throw.
All three Iranian athletes 
will be part of the country’s 
athletics roster at the Asian 
Games, which will kick off 
on September 22 at Nagoya’s 
Paloma Mizuho Stadium.
With the multi-sport event 
fast approaching, Mohitiza-
deh’s remarkable progress 
has put her among Iran’s 
serious medal hopefuls in 
Japan.
Mohitizadeh also enjoyed 
a decent international out-
ing recently in a preparato-
ry competition in Belarus, 
where she improved her 
100-meter hurdles mark and 
cleared an impressive 1.70 
meters in the high jump. 
However, Parisa Behzadi, 
vice president of the Iranian 
Athletics Federation, insisted 
that Mohitizadeh would still 
need to improve her perfor-
mance to fancy her chanc-
es of a podium finish at the 
Asian Games.
Upon being elected presi-
dent of the Iranian Athletics 
Federation two years ago, 

former Olympic silver med-
alist Ehsan Haddadi vowed a 
10-medal haul for the coun-
try at the Asian Games.The double-figure target 
may ultimately prove opti-
mistic, particularly given the 
strength of Asian athletics 
and the fact that Iran man-aged a combined five medals, 
including three golds, in the 
previous two editions of the 
Asian Games.
However, the recent progress 
of Mohitizadeh, coupled with 
Mohammadreza Tayyebi’s es-
tablished continental creden-
tials, gives Iran a foundation 
on which to build.
Iran’s men’s squad has per-
haps its clearest medal can-
didate in Tayyebi in the shot put. His official 20.75-meter 
national record places him 
third on the Asian list, behind 
India’s Tajinderpal Singh 
Toor (21.03m) and China’s Xing 
Jialiang (20.95m).
Tayyebi won gold at the 2025 
Asian Athletics Champion-
ships with a throw of 20.32 
meters, beating Xing to the 
top spot and strengthening 
the case that he can contend 
for another major continen-
tal medal.     

Iranians won two med-als on the first day of ac-
tion at the World Nomad 
Games in Cholpon-Ata, 
Kyrgyzstan, on Tuesday.
Sadeq Azarang settled for 
silver in the men’s +90kg 
kurash class, which fea-
tured 22 contestants, af-
ter suffering a defeat to 
Uzbekistan’s Nomonjon 

Radjabov in the final.
An Asian Games gold 
medalist at Hangzhou 
2022, the Iranian defeat-
ed opponents from the 
host country, Russia and 
Georgia before beating 
his Turkmen opponent to reach the final.
Mohammad Dehqan, 
meanwhile, claimed the 
second medal for the 
country, winning bronze 

in guresh – a traditional 
Turkmen belt-wrestling 
discipline – after falling 
short against a Turkmen 
opponent in the semi-final of his respective 
weight class.
Iran is represented by 
130 athletes at the sixth 
edition of the multi-
sport  event ,  which 
kicked off with an open-
ing ceremony – attend-

ed by Iranian President 
Masoud Pezeshkian and 
Sports Minister Ahmad 
Donyamali – at Bishkek 
Arena on Tuesday and 
will run until Sunday 
across three host cities.
Held every two years, 
t h e  Wo r l d  N o m a d 
Games are dedicated to 
traditional ethnic sports 
practiced across Central 
Asia.

The two Iranian pairs enjoyed flying starts at 
the AVC Beach Volley-
ball Continental Cham-
pionships in Shangluo, 
China, winning their 
group openers in the 
men’s competition on 
Wednesday.
Bronze medalists at the 
previous edition in 2024, 
Alireza Aqajani and Ab-
bas Pourasgari, who won 
the fans’ choice prize 
at the inaugural AVC 
Gala Awards last month, 
teamed up to beat New 
Zealand’s Juraj Krajci and 
Noah Smith 2-0 (21-13, 

21-10) in Pool A, which 
also features teams from 
the host country and Uz-
bekistan.
Pourasgari stole the 
show with a remarkable 
22 points, including six 

blocks and one service point, while Smith fin-
ished on 11.
Elsewhere, Abolhassan 
Khakizadeh and Amirali 

Ghalenovi, who claimed 
an impressive silver 
medal at April’s Asian 
Beach Games, also cel-
ebrated a straight-set 

victory in their opening fixture, beating Kazakh-
stan’s Sergey Bogatu and 
Kirill Gurin 21-13 and 
21-15 in Pool D, with 
Ghalenovi contributing 
21 points, as the Iranian 
duo made up for their semifinal defeat to the 
Kazakh pair at the CAVA 
Championships in July.
The event serves as the qualification pathway 
for the Los Angeles 
2028 Olympics, with the 
champions in each gen-
der category securing 
a berth at the sporting 
extravaganza.

Mohitizadeh  
looking to build on 
record-breaking form 
at Asian Games

AVC Beach Volleyball Continental Championships:Sports Desk

Sports Desk

Sports Desk

Iran’s Amirali Ghalenovi (2) hits 

a spike during a victory against 

Kazakstan’s pair at the AVC 

Beach Volleyball Continental 

Championships in Shangluo, 

China, on Sept. 2, 2026.
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Iran’s Sadeq Azarang (L) poses on the podium with his kurash silver medal at the World Nomad Games in Cholpon-Ata, Kyrgyzstan on Sept. 1, 2026.
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Iranians win silver, bronze  

at World Nomad GamesWorld Nomad Games

Iran will open its bid for 
a fifth men’s basketball 
medal in six Asian Games 
editions against Qatar in 
Group B next Thursday at 
Nagoya’s Aichi Interna-
tional Arena.The full fixture list for the 
basketball competition at 
the upcoming multi-sport 
event was announced by 
the organizing commit-
tee on Tuesday, with 12 
men’s teams learning their 
pathways across the three 
groups.
Iran will then take on Chi-
nese Taipei on Sept. 12 in 
a repeat of the thrilling 

quarterfinal clash at last 
year’s FIBA Asia Cup in 
Saudi Arabia, where Iran 
produced an epic fightback 
to overcome a 21-point deficit and win 78-75.The final round of the group fixtures will see Iran 
take on Jordan on Sept. 
13. The two sides met at 
the preliminary stage of 
the FIBA World Cup Asian qualifiers in July. Iran com-
prehensively won 67-49 in 
Amman before completing 
a 5-1 run to progress to 
the second round, making 
amends for the 73-60 set-
back against its familiar 
West Asian foe earlier in the qualifiers in February.

The top two teams from 
each group will be joined 
by the two best third-
placed teams in the quar-terfinals.
Iran won back-to-back 
bronze medals in 2006 
and 2010 and then im-
proved to silver in the 
following two editions, 
before f inishing emp-
ty-handed at Hangzhou 
2022 following an 84-83 
loss to the Philippines in the quarterfinals.
Greek head coach Sotiris 
Manolopoulos’s side will 
enter the Asian Games on 
the back of a disappoint-
ing doubleheader in the 
second-round Group E of the World Cup qualifiers 
in Pasay, the Philippines, 
last week.
Iran suffered an overtime 
93-91 defeat against New 
Zealand before losing 68-
56 to the host in a packed 

Mall of Asia Arena in Ma-
nila on Sunday.
The two defeats left Iran 
third in the group stand-
ings with 13 points, three 
behind Australia and one 
point adrift of New Zea-
land.
The bad news for the 
Greek head coach is that 
he will have to do with-out prolific guard Mo-
hammad Amini, who will 
miss the showpiece due 
to club commitments with 
SLUC Nancy Basket in the French top-flight league.
Having been sidelined by 
a knee injury sustained 
during the last-four defeat 
against Australia at the 
Asia Cup, Amini was part 
of the squad in Pasay.
Amini chipped in 16 points 
in 26:55 on the court 
against New Zealand be-
fore adding seven against 
the Philippines.

Iran to play Qatar in basketball opener

Aichi-Nagoya Asian Games:

  FIBA

Sports Desk
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Alamut Castle has kept some 
of its secrets hidden among its 
rocky cliffs and beneath layers of 
rubble for centuries. The historic 
fortress, with its limited access 
route, cisterns and water-supply 
system, grain storage facilities, 
stable, lookout posts, and di-
verse architectural and cultural 
remains, offers a glimpse into the 
lives and defensive system of its 
inhabitants across different pe-
riods.
Now, after centuries of ups and 
downs — from the periods of 
the Daylamids and Ismailis to 
the Safavids and Qajars — Al-
amut Castle has entered a new 
phase of international attention, 
while a large part of the site still 
awaits excavation. If carried out 
alongside conservation and res-
toration, further archaeological 
work could reveal additional lay-
ers of the history of this moun-
tainous fortress.
Hossein Mahmoudi, an expert 
with the Alamut Cultural Heri-
tage Site who has worked at the 
complex for about two decades, 
said Alamut Castle stands in the 
mountainous Alamut region atop 
a high rock. One of its most im-
portant defensive features was its difficult and limited accessibility. 
The castle consists of two sec-
tions, known as the “Lower Cas-
tle” and the “Upper Castle,” with 
its only main access route located 
on the northern side.
According to him, the castle 
covers about two hectares and 
stands at an elevation of about 
2,160 meters above sea level. In 
some places, it rises more than 
200 meters above the surround-
ing terrain. The Lower Castle was 
mainly used to accommodate 
guards and house workshops, 
facilities and lookout posts, while 
the Upper Castle, separated from 
the lower section by a wall about 
16 meters high, contained the cit-
adel and main residential area, as 
well as facilities for storing water 
and provisions.
The castle’s access route ran 
through the rocks on the north-
ern side. The steps carved into 
the rock along this route are at-
tributed to the Ismaili period. 
Mahmoudi said their low height 
allowed construction materials 
to be transported by horses and 
mules. The gate of the Lower Cas-
tle has also been reconstructed 
based on archaeological evidence, 
using maps, miniature paint-
ings and door pivots discovered 
during rubble removal.
According to Mahmoudi, the ear-
liest known architectural phase 
of the castle dates to the period 
of the Daylamid rulers. Historical 
sources attribute the construc-
tion of the original structure in 

246 AH to Hasan ibn Zayd. About 
two centuries later, as the Ismaili 
movement expanded in Iran, Has-
san Sabbah took control of Alam-
ut Castle and lived there for about 
35 years.
Mahmoudi said Hassan Sabbah 
died of natural causes and, ac-
cording to historical accounts, his 
successor, Kiya Buzurg-Ummid, 
buried him near the castle. How-
ever, the exact location of Sabbah’s tomb has yet to be identified. After 
Sabbah, seven other successors 
ruled at Alamut until the castle fell 
during the Mongol invasion under 
the last Ismaili ruler.

Referring to historical accounts 
including The History of the 
World Conqueror, Mahmoudi said 
the castle’s inhabitants asked for 
time to move their belongings. 
Eventually, after promises were 
made to the last ruler, the castle 
gates were opened. After Hu-
lagu’s forces entered the fortress, 
major sections of the castle were 
destroyed, including the library and scientific and administrative 
spaces mentioned in historical 
sources.Mahmoudi identified the Safavid 
period as the castle’s third ma-
jor architectural phase. After the 
Safavid capital was moved from 
Tabriz to Qazvin, Alamut Castle 
was used as a place of exile for 
some princes and individuals 
who had fallen out of favor. New 
spaces were built over earlier re-
mains, and the castle was used for 
this purpose for about 70 years. 
During the Qajar period, parts of 
the castle were demolished and 
their materials were used for con-
struction in lower areas.
Excavations have also revealed 
important information about dai-
ly life at the fortress. One interest-
ing discovery was a space locally 
known as “Asbikhaneh,” meaning 
“horse house.” Excavations in 
2005 showed that the area had 
been used to keep horses, and 
their watering troughs were also identified. Parts of the stable have been identified and restored.
Water management was another 
essential part of life at Alamut. 

More than 15 cisterns have been identified throughout the castle 
complex. In one section, three 
cisterns were found next to one 
another, with lengths of about six, five and 14 meters, respectively, 
and depths of about four meters. 
The rock in which the cisterns 
were constructed has very low 
permeability, making it suitable 
for storing water.
Studies conducted in 2012 also 
provided evidence of a wa-
ter-supply system serving the for-
tress. Historical sources indicate 
that water was diverted toward 
the castle from springs higher 

up the mountain, while ceramic 
pipes about 10 centimeters in 
diameter were discovered on the northern slope. These findings 
show that the inhabitants relied 
not only on cisterns but also on 
a water-transfer network, which 
would have been particularly im-
portant during sieges.
Food supplies were similarly 
important. Grain-storage cham-
bers carved into the rock have been identified, with their cool 
conditions suitable for long-term 
storage. Some of these spaces 
could store enough grain to feed 
a population of about 1,000 peo-
ple for a year. Historical sources 
also point to extensive livestock 
raising in the Alamut region.
Excavations have revealed a di-
verse range of cultural artifacts, including sgraffito pottery dec-
orated with eagle motifs, which 
are considered characteristic of 
artifacts associated with Alam-
ut. Lusterware and turquoise 
tile fragments have also been 
discovered in the upper section of the castle. Other finds include 
metal objects such as nails and 
dagger fragments, bronze piec-
es, plaster decorations, and 
carved, ornamental and molded 
bricks.
The military character of the 
fortress is also evident in the archaeological finds. Several 
heavy stones known as “Qa-
leh-kub,” weighing more than 25 
kilograms, were found along the 
route leading to the Lower Cas-

tle. They may have been thrown 
toward the fortress from outside 
during an attack. Carved stones 
found across the castle may also 
have been used in catapults.
A cemetery known as “Eshkeft” has been identified at the foot of 
the castle. In 2018, part of the 
cemetery was cleared of rubble 
along the footpath leading to the 
castle, revealing the remains of a 
person without a skull, with trac-
es of lime visible on the skeleton’s 
feet. The operation was halted 
because of opposition from local 
residents and religious consid-
erations, and the skeleton was 
reburied.
Despite nearly two decades of 
research and rubble removal, a 
considerable part of Alamut Cas-
tle remains unexplored. Mahmou-
di stressed that more than half of 
the castle has yet to be cleared of 
rubble and that continued excava-
tions could provide new informa-
tion about its architecture, way of 
life and defensive structure.
He also described conservation 
and restoration as a prerequisite 
for continuing rubble removal, 
noting that architectural remains 
exposed after centuries beneath 
the rubble may deteriorate when 
subjected to new weather condi-
tions. Therefore, conservation and 
restoration programs should be 
carried out alongside excavation.
A building adjacent to the Alamut 
Cultural Heritage Site has been 
made available to the cultural 
heritage authorities and is ex-
pected to be used to display ar-chaeological finds and introduce 
the region’s cultural heritage po-
tential. Mahmoudi said it could 
also showcase handicrafts from 
the Alamut region.
The inscription of Alamut Castle and its associated fortifications 
on the World Heritage List has 
drawn greater attention to the 
historical and tourism potential 
of the region.
Mahmoudi described the World 
Heritage inscription as the result of cooperation among officials, 
experts and local residents. He 
said the announcement was a 
highly encouraging event for cul-
tural heritage professionals and 
the people of Alamut.
He added that they had expect-
ed the nomination to succeed 
because of the strength of the 
dossier, but the level of public 
enthusiasm for the inscription 
was also striking, demonstrating 
the widespread interest in this 
historic heritage. He also high-
lighted the role of local commu-
nities, particularly the people of 
Gazorkhan village, whose coop-
eration, along with that of pro-vincial and national officials and 
experts, contributed to the World 
Heritage inscription of Alamut as 
a collective achievement.

Although Semnan Province is best known for its deserts, 
historic monuments and cultural attractions, its northern 
and eastern areas present a different side of the region — 
a lush landscape found along the Alborz foothills and in 
the forested areas of Shahroud and Miami.
Among these natural attractions, Dasht-e Shad Forest, lo-
cated in the rural area of the same name, is considered 
one of the region’s valuable natural landscapes. Far from 
the hustle and bustle of the city and surrounded by for-
est cover, the area offers tourists a different experience of traveling to Semnan Province.

Dasht-e Shad Forest is located about 180 kilometers 
northeast of Shahroud, in the Rezvan Rural District of Mi-
ami District. In recent years, the area has attracted nature 
enthusiasts and visitors interested in lesser-known attrac-
tions because of its scenic natural surroundings and forest 
cover, according to Mehr News Agency.
Situated within the Eastern Alborz Mountain range, the 
forest offers travelers views that differ from the image of Semnan Province typically associated with the region. In-
stead of the dry, desert landscape, visitors encounter lush 
forests and diverse natural scenery.
One of the most important features of Dasht-e Shad 
Forest is the diversity of its vegetation. The tree spe-
cies found in the area belong to the broadleaf trees of 
the Hyrcanian forests, giving the landscape a distinctive 
natural character.

The diverse vegetation, combined with the forested land-
scapes, provides considerable potential for nature-based 
tourism. With proper promotion and adherence to envi-
ronmental protection requirements, this potential could 
help attract more tourists to the area.
Dasht-e Shad is not only notable for its vegetation but 
also for its wildlife diversity. Various species of mammals, birds, reptiles, amphibians and fish inhabit the area, fur-
ther enhancing the forest’s ecological value.
Such biodiversity also highlights the importance of re-sponsible nature tourism. Protecting natural habitats and 
preventing damage to vegetation and wildlife are essential 
to ensuring that tourists can continue to visit these areas.
Travelers looking for a peaceful destination away from 
the crowds and suitable for enjoying natural scenery 
can include Dasht-e Shad Forest in their itinerary. Walk-
ing through the forest, photographing the natural land-
scapes, and experiencing the quiet and tranquility of the 
surroundings are among the attractions that can make the 
area a memorable destination for nature enthusiasts.
A typical visit to the attraction is reported to take less than 
an hour, and admission is free. However, visitors should avoid 
littering, damaging vegetation and disturbing wildlife while 
in the area. Dasht-e Shad Forest can be considered one of 
the lesser-known natural attractions in eastern Semnan Province. Alongside the other natural and historic sites of 
Shahroud and Miami, it has the potential to become part of 
the travel itineraries of domestic tourists and nature enthu-
siasts.

Greater promotion of the area, the development of ap-
propriate tourism infrastructure, and a strong focus on 
environmental protection could help promote sustainable 
tourism in Dasht-e Shad, allowing the area’s pristine na-ture to be preserved while local communities also benefit 
economically from tourism.

Alamut Castle still holds secrets 
beneath its ruins after centuries
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Iranian archaeologists 
unearthed a distinctive 
4,600-year-old board game, 
an engraved bone comb 
and remarkably preserved 
organic remains during the 
21st excavation season in 
the UNESCO-listed Burnt 
City in southeastern Iran, 
offering fresh clues to the 
social and cultural life of one 
of the third millennium BC’s 
major urban civilizations, 
the excavation team’s head 
Rouhollah Shirazi said.
The discoveries, which also 
include traces of eggs, tex-
tiles and leather as well as 
previously undocumented 
burial forms, could open 
up new avenues for recon-
structing daily life, tech-
nology, social customs and 
cultural links among the 
ancient inhabitants of the 

273-hectare settlement near 
Zabol, CHTN reported.
The latest excavation season 
began on July 20, 2026, and 
is focusing on three trench-
es, one in the residential 

quarter and two in the cem-
etery.
Work in the northeastern 
residential area uncov-
ered two architectural 
phases alongside substan-

tial animal remains, tools, 
stone-working debris, plain and decorated animal figu-
rines, and hearths.
Shirazi said the evidence 
suggests the area was not 

a purely industrial zone but 
also formed an important 
part of the inhabitants’ ev-
eryday lives.
The cemetery has yielded 
an especially diverse assem-
blage, including new burial 
types, plain and painted pot-
tery, multicolored ceramics 
and organic materials rarely 
preserved for millennia.Among the standout finds is 
an unusual form of a board 
game dating to the third 
millennium BC. The discov-
ery offers a fresh window 
into the “lesser-known” di-
mensions of social life and 
leisure at the ancient city, 
Shirazi said, underscoring 
that its inhabitants' lives ex-
tended beyond production 
and subsistence.
Archaeologists also recov-
ered an engraved bone 
comb unlike any previous-
ly found at the Burnt City. 

Comparable specimens have 
been reported only at some 
sites in Central Asia, poten-
tially offering new material 
for studying ancient crafts-
manship, decorative practic-
es, personal grooming and 
wider cultural interactions.
The preservation of eggs, 
texti le  fragments and 
leather is another signif-
icant development. Such 
organic materials usually 
deteriorate over time, and 
their survival could allow 
researchers to examine an-
cient lifestyles, technologies, 
economies and consump-
tion patterns more directly.

The Burnt City, located 
about 56 kilometers south 
of Zabol in Sistan, was a ma-
jor center of the Helmand 
civilization. It was inhabited 
from the late fourth millen-
nium BC through the entire 
third millennium BC across 
four cultural periods.
The current season is also 
drawing on interdisciplin-
ary research, including op-
tically stimulated lumines-
cence dating, radiocarbon 
dating, anthropological 
studies, ancient-DNA sam-
pling and paleopathological 
analysis of human remains. 
Shirazi said integrating those findings with archae-
ological evidence could 
help researchers build a 
more precise picture of the 
ancient community's social 
organization, living pat-
terns, technology, health 
and cultural connections.

Ancient 4,600-year-old board game 

unearthed in Iran’s Burnt City
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Ardakan National Water & Qanat Museum
 

From darkness of qanats to light of desert life

Despite its vast arid and desert re-
gions, Iran is the birthplace of one 
of humanity’s most remarkable in-
ventions: The qanat, an ingenious 
system that brought water from the 
darkness beneath the earth into the 
light of everyday life.
This engineering marvel, some ex-
amples of which date back 3,000 
years, was far more than a means 
of extracting water. It embodied 
collective wisdom, social solidarity 
and sustainable living in the heart 
of the desert. Researchers regard 
Iran as the principal cradle of this 
valuable technology, while UNESCO 
has inscribed the Iranian qanat as a 
World Heritage site.
Against this backdrop, the historic 
city of Ardakan in Yazd Province, 
once home to one of Iran’s highest 
concentrations of qanats, now has 
a specialized national museum 
dedicated to water and qanats. The 
Ardakan National Water and Qanat 
Museum opened in June this year 
and houses a unique collection of 
qanat excavation tools, historical 
documents and correspondence 
belonging to qanat diggers, as well 
as artefacts associated with Iran’s 
water and qanat culture.
The museum offers researchers and 
tourists a rare opportunity to delve 
into the several-thousand-year his-
tory of qanats and water distribu-
tion in Iran. Its collection includes 
numerous valuable and historic 
artefacts, from a 900-year-old pick-
axe and traditional lighting devic-
es to 500-year-old handwritten 
documents by qanat diggers. Set 
within the earthen architecture of 

traditional adobe houses, these ob-
jects tell the story of the relentless 
efforts of desert communities to find water deep beneath dry rock 
and soil.
 
Water history preserved
The museum’s origins date back 
to an earlier collection that held a 
license for the preservation and 
display of tools and equipment as-
sociated with water and qanats. As 
the collection expanded and new 
artefacts were added, it secured an official license this year from Iran’s 
Ministry of Cultural Heritage, Tour-
ism and Handicrafts to operate as a 
national museum.
The full name of the institution is 
the Ardakan National Water and 
Qanat Museum. It was brought into 
operation with the support of ex-perts, archaeologists and officials 
from Ardakan’s cultural heritage 
and tourism authorities.
The collection includes tools used 
to excavate qanats, including old 
pickaxes, well wheels and com-

passes, along with various types of 
traditional lighting equipment such 
as oil lamps, pistol lamps and car-
bide lamps. 
The museum also preserves more 
than 2,000 old manuscripts and 
documents, including correspon-
dence between qanat diggers and 
owners dating back 400 to 500 
years.Its oldest artefact is a grooved 
pickaxe which, according to carbon 
dating, is more than 900 years old. 
In total, 284 documented and valu-
able artefacts have been registered 
and preserved at the museum.
 
500-year-old walls, 
700-year-old water access
The complex comprises two sec-
tions: the museum and a traditional 
guesthouse where tourists, particu-
larly researchers specializing in wa-
ter structures, can stay overnight.
The accommodation section has 
approximately 320 square meters of floor space, while the structure 
at its entrance dates back 500 to 
600 years. It also contains a payab, 

a traditional access point to under-
ground water, estimated to be 700 
years old. A qanat passes through 
this section of the complex.
Remarkably, the adobe and mud 
used to build the house were pre-
pared with water from that very 
qanat. The museum section of the 
complex formerly served a com-
mercial purpose and, according to 
archaeologists, is more than 400 
years old.
 
800-year-old qanat beneath 
museum
The qanat running beneath the 
complex is known as the Mortin Qa-
nat. Its endowment deed indicates 
that it is more than 800 years old.
Unfortunately, the qanat dried up 
in the early 1980s because of suc-
cessive droughts and poor manage-
ment of water resources, and no water now flows through it.
When the Mortin Qanat was still flowing, it was home to a fish lo-
cally known as qezel-juqi, which 
residents caught for consumption. 
Historical accounts also refer to 
another species, commonly known as the blind white fish, that once 
inhabited qanats. Because of the 
darkness deep inside these under-ground channels, the fish lacked 
functional eyesight and became known as blind fish.
Old accounts point to the presence of these fish in the region, although 
no one has seen one for many years.
Qanat ecosystems also support-
ed other forms of wildlife. White-
shelled snails were found in fresh-
water qanats, while green-shelled 
snails inhabited qanats carrying 
saltwater. Large numbers of rock 
doves also nested deep inside qa-
nats, forming part of the animal life 
that once thrived within these re-
markable underground waterways.
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Brazil’s IMS Paulista cinema in Sao Paulo is showcas-ing five decades of Abbas Kiarostami’s filmmaking, 
bringing a broad selection of the late Iranian direc-
tor’s work to Brazilian 
audiences from July 17 
through September 27, 
IRNA reported Wednes-
day, citing the Kanoon 
Public Relations and 
International Affairs 
Department.
The retrospective trac-
es Kiarostami’s artistic 
evolution and distinc-
tive cinematic language through films spanning 
different stages of his 
career. It offers Brazilian audiences a window into the poetic world of a filmmaker whose work explored 
childhood, nature, everyday life and the human experi-
ence through an understated visual vocabulary.
The program has already featured ‘Colors’ and ‘The 
Experience,’ followed by ‘How to Make Use of Lei-
sure Time: Painting (1977),’ ‘The Traveler,’ ‘The Bread 
and Alley’ and ‘Homework’. Later screenings include 
‘The Chorus,’ ‘The Wind Will Carry Us,’ ‘Tribute to the 
Teachers’ and ‘First Graders’.
September screenings will bring some of Kiarosta-
mi’s best-known works back to the screen, including 
‘Where Is the Friend’s House?’ on September 2, ‘Life, 
and Nothing More...’ on September 9 and 20, and 
‘Through the Olive Trees’ on September 16 and 27. 
The IMS program also includes a wider retrospective 
running into December, with restored prints and ad-
ditional titles.
Kiarostami, who died in 2016, remains one of the de-fining figures of Iranian cinema. His minimalist story-
telling and poetic treatment of ordinary life helped car-ry Iranian filmmaking to international audiences while 
preserving a distinctly Iranian cultural perspective.
The São Paulo program provides a sustained platform 
for audiences to revisit that legacy and engage with a 
body of work that continues to shape contemporary 
cinema.

Sao Paulo retrospective 

revisits five decades 
of Abbas Kiarostami’s 

cinema
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