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Pezeshkian urges gradual 
approach to gasoline 
consumption control

Armed Forces stand ready for  
any faceoff with US

Deadly strike on Iranian wedding likely 
direct hit by US munitions: Analysis
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Mourners carry a coffin during a funeral procession for the victims of a US missile strike that hit a wedding party in southern Iran on Tuesday in Sirik on September 3, 2026.
 IRNA
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Mesr village on 
track to join  
UN Best Tourism 
Villages list
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Iran sweeps  
New Zealand,  
makes statement 
start to Olympic bid
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Books under watch

Story of 
a war on 
knowledge

O P I N I O N
E X C L U S I V E 4

The US had shift-
ed its approach 

to Iran in recent weeks, moving away from military 
action and toward economic pressure. But the presi-
dent has once again ordered strikes on areas in south-
ern Iran, prompting a response from 
Tehran. The latest moves suggest 
that Washington is determined to 
pursue its objectives by whatever 
means necessary and at any cost.
International relations analyst 
Jalal Dehghani Firouzabadi, how-
ever, told IRNA that it 
was unlikely that a com-
bination of war and max-
imum pressure would force Iran to submit to Washing-
ton’s demands. If Tehran ultimately concludes that it 
should reach a deal, he said, Washington would even-
tually have no better option either.
 
Tehran has described the Islamabad memorandum of 
understanding as the most important document un-
derpinning its engagement with the US. What factors 
have turned this understanding into Tehran’s most 
important precondition for any further interaction 
with Washington? Should this insistence be seen as 
a sign of strategic flexibility or as an indication that 
Tehran’s options are narrowing?
DEHGHANI: There were two views in Iran on the MoU. 
One took a positive view of the understanding and re-
garded it as serving the national interest, while the other 
stood in opposition to it.
Recently, however, a view has once again begun to take 
shape — if not a consensus — that the US should return 
to the MoU. In a way, this can be described as “strategic 
flexibility” or a return to the previous strategy. Rather 
than allowing the understanding to be violated, the em-
phasis is on implementing it through coercive diplomacy 
and a combination of negotiations and defense.
 
Some evidence and media reports suggest that the US 
is not interested in returning to this MoU. Is that as-
sessment consistent with the realities on the ground, 
or is Washington in some way trying to play up the 
issue?
The US does not have many options. It either has to es-
calate tensions and launch an all-out war to achieve its 
objectives, or hold on to the status quo 
— neither war nor peace, along with the 
continued closure of the Strait of Hormuz and the block-
ade. The third option is a deal.

US has no better option 
than deal with Iran
I N T E R V I E W

Jalal Dehghani Firouzabadi
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