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Armed Forces stand ready
for any faceoff with US

C International Desk )

The Commander of the Khat-
am al-Anbiya Joint Air Defense

Headquarters on Friday said
that Iran’s Armed Forces had
prepared themselves for “any
kind of confrontation” after the

United States launched new
round of attacks against the
country.

“The confrontation between

TASNIM

the front of truth and the front
of falsehood will continue, and
... we have prepared ourselves
for any kind of confrontation,

both today and in the future,”
Alireza Elhami said at a meet-
ing to mark the anniversary of
the establishment of the Khat-
am al-Anbiya Air Defense Head-
quarters and the Islamic Repub-
lic of Iran Army’s Air Defense
Force, IRNA reported.

“Today, we know that the ene-
my’s threats have not ended,
and that the enemy may be
pursuing its sinister objectives
on other fronts,” Elhami said,
adding, “But their objectives
will once again be thwarted
through the vigilance and pro-
found insight of the great Irani-
an nation.”

Iranian Army spokesman Mo-
hammad Akraminia also said
on Friday that the US and Israel
suffered a major defeat in their
latest aggression against Iran,
failing to achieve their stated
objectives.

Speaking at a local event in
Mashhad, Akraminia said the
enemy entered the war after
making a series of miscalcula-
tions about Iran and its capa-
bilities.

“The criminal enemy had set
many goals in its attack, includ-
ing destroying Iran’s missile
and nuclear capabilities, over-
throwing the government and,
of course, partitioning Iran.
However, it failed to achieve
any of these objectives,” he
said.

The US and Israel waged their

first war against Iran, which
lasted 12 days, in June 2025.
Their second aggression began
on February 28, 2026, and came
to a halt in early April after 40
days.

In both wars, Iran’s resistance
and retaliatory operations
forced the aggressors to accept
a ceasefire.

In July, however, the US con-
ducted waves of deadly air raids
on Iran and imposed a naval
blockade of the country in vio-
lation of the Islamabad Memo-
randum of Understanding (Mou)
with Iran, signed on June 17, to
end the war.

In response, Iranian Armed
Forces launched devastating at-
tacks against strategic American
targets across West Asia and
declared the Strait of Hormuz
closed to all traffic.

In their latest retaliatory at-
tacks, the Armed Forces hit US
military bases in Kuwait, Bah-
rain and the UAE on Thursday
in response to a US missile
strike on a wedding party which
claimed the lives of at least five
people and wounded scores
others.

The new clashes, which began
with new US raids on Sunday,
have deepened the impasse
in the six-month war, as Iran
maintains a stranglehold on the
strategic Strait of Hormuz and
Washington presses its block-
ade of Iranian ports.

Deadly strike on Iranian wedding likely

direct hit by US munitions: Analysis

( International Desk )

An explosion that ripped
through a wedding cele-
bration in southern Iran
on Tuesday, killing five
people and injuring at
least 68 others, likely re-
sulted from a direct hit
by a US munition and not
aricochet off another tar-
get, according to an anal-
ysis by weapons experts
who reviewed images
and video verified by Re-
uters.

The incident in the small
town of Kuhestak has re-
ignited concerns about
the civilian toll in the US
war with Iran and marks
the most dramatic case
since a missile struck an
Iranian primary school
in February, killing scores
of children and teachers
inside.

On Thursday, a funeral
ceremony was held in
Kuhestak for the victims
of the US attack. The Ira-
nian Red Crescent has
urged the International
Criminal Court to inves-
tigate a potential war
crime.

The US Central Com-
mand had claimed its
forces carried out multi-
ple strikes across Iran’s
south on Sept. 1, target-
ing Islamic Revolution
Guards Corps air defense
sites, radar systems, and
communications facili-
ties.

On Thursday, US Vice
President JD Vance said
the United States was
investigating the strike.
“We're investigating it
because obviously we
care. We want to know,”
Vance said during a
White House press brief-
ing.

The US military said it

° The photo shows the aftermath of a US strike on a wedding ceremony in southern Sirik county in
Hormozgan Province in southern Iran on September 1, 2026.
IRNA

was aware of reports and
was looking into them.
On the night of the at-
tacks, dozens of resi-
dents had gathered in a
home in Kuhestak for a
wedding ceremony, ac-
cording to eyewitnesses.
During the party, a mu-
nition likely struck the
building’s roof, accord-
ing to photos and video
verified by Reuters and
reviewed by experts.

Direct hit

Reuters shared video and
images of the incident
with four military weap-
ons experts who said
the damage was consis-
tent with a direct hit, as
opposed to secondary
damage from a munition
ricocheting off a separate
target. Three of the ex-
perts said the munition
was likely a US weapon,
rather than an errant Ira-
nian air defense missile.
One of the experts said
the weapon may have

simply missed its objec-
tive.

“Given the number of
bombs that have been
dropped, this does occur
from time to time even
with the most sophisti-
cated guidance systems,”
said Gareth Collett, a re-
tired British Army brig-
adier who specialized in
counterterrorist bomb
disposal and holds a doc-
torate in explosives engi-
neering.

After the strike, bloody
shoes lay amid the rub-
ble, and wedding deco-
rations that are common
in that part of Iran were
strewn about, the images
show.

Two US officials, speak-
ing on condition of ano-
nymity, claimed that the
US military had carried
out strikes in Kuhestak
on Sept. 1, specifically
targeting the town’s tele-
communications tower.
That tower is roughly
135 meters from the site

of the wedding celebra-
tion, according to satel-
lite imagery. The tower
was hit at approximately
9:30 PM local time, ac-
cording to Iranian media.
The incident comes more
than six months after a
missile destroyed a pri-
mary school in Minab
on Feb. 28, hours after
the start of the US and
Israeli attacks on Iran
that launched the current
conflict. That hit killed
more than 175 children
and teachers.

The Pentagon has not
publicly released the
findings of its investi-
gation into the Minab
strike, which was the
US military’s biggest ci-
vilian casualty incident
in decades. But Reuters
first reported on March
5 that an initial, internal
US military investigation
showed US forces were
likely responsible for that
strike on the opening day
of the war with Iran.

Araghchi posts sarcastic reply
to Jordan FM over Iran’s response

to US attacks

C International Desk )

Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi chal-
lenged Jordan’s account of Iran’s mili-
tary response to the United States, ask-
ing how long Tehran was expected to
wait before responding to an aggressor
violating both Iranian and Arab sover-
eignty.

Araghchi was responding to recent
remarks by Jordanian Foreign Minis-
ter Ayman Safadi, who accused Iran of
attacking his country and other coun-
tries in the region just two hours after
the start of the US war on Iran and de-
scribed Tehran’s response as a “premed-
itated policy”, Press TV reported.

“How much time does the Jordanian For-
eign Minister believe Iran should wait
before responding to an aggressor that
respects neither Arab sovereignty nor
Iranian sovereignty?” In Araghchi asked
Safadi an Arabic-language post on X on
Friday.

“And is he truly unaware that Arab air-
space, lands, and waters were used in
the initial American attacks that result-
ed in the Kkilling of innocent Iranians?”
he added.
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The exchange followed a series of US
strikes on southern Iran on September
1 that killed and wounded dozens of
people.

In Hormozgan Province, US mis-
siles struck a residential building in
Kouhestak, in Sirik County, where a wed-
ding reception was being held.

At least five people were Killed and 68
others wounded. Two children, aged
four and 16, and two women were
among those killed.

Seven other people were killed and eight
wounded in US missile strikes on three
locations near the cities of Ahvaz and
Aghajari in Khuzestan Province.
Iranian Armed Forces subsequently
launched a “crushing” operation against
US military bases in Iraq, Jordan, Kuwait
and Bahrain in retaliation.
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