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Armed Forces stand ready for  
any faceoff with US

Deadly strike on Iranian wedding likely 

direct hit by US munitions: Analysis
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Mourners carry a coffin during a funeral procession for the victims of a US missile strike that hit a wedding party in southern Iran on Tuesday in Sirik on September 3, 2026.
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The US had shift-
ed its approach 

to Iran in recent weeks, moving away from military 
action and toward economic pressure. But the presi-
dent has once again ordered strikes on areas in south-
ern Iran, prompting a response from 
Tehran. The latest moves suggest 
that Washington is determined to 
pursue its objectives by whatever 
means necessary and at any cost.
International relations analyst 
Jalal Dehghani Firouzabadi, how-
ever, told IRNA that it 
was unlikely that a com-
bination of war and max-
imum pressure would force Iran to submit to Washing-
ton’s demands. If Tehran ultimately concludes that it 
should reach a deal, he said, Washington would even-
tually have no better option either.
 

Tehran has described the Islamabad memorandum of 
understanding as the most important document un-
derpinning its engagement with the US. What factors 
have turned this understanding into Tehran’s most 
important precondition for any further interaction 
with Washington? Should this insistence be seen as 
a sign of strategic flexibility or as an indication that 
Tehran’s options are narrowing?
DEHGHANI: There were two views in Iran on the MoU. 
One took a positive view of the understanding and re-
garded it as serving the national interest, while the other 
stood in opposition to it.
Recently, however, a view has once again begun to take 
shape — if not a consensus — that the US should return 
to the MoU. In a way, this can be described as “strategic flexibility” or a return to the previous strategy. Rather 
than allowing the understanding to be violated, the em-
phasis is on implementing it through coercive diplomacy 
and a combination of negotiations and defense.
 
Some evidence and media reports suggest that the US 
is not interested in returning to this MoU. Is that as-
sessment consistent with the realities on the ground, 
or is Washington in some way trying to play up the 
issue?
The US does not have many options. It either has to es-
calate tensions and launch an all-out war to achieve its 
objectives, or hold on to the status quo 
— neither war nor peace, along with the 
continued closure of the Strait of Hormuz and the block-
ade. The third option is a deal.

US has no better option 

than deal with Iran
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Developments

The Commander of the Khat-
am al-Anbiya Joint Air Defense 

Headquarters on Friday said 
that Iran’s Armed Forces had 
prepared themselves for “any 
kind of confrontation” after the 

United States launched new 
round of attacks against the 
country. 
“The confrontation between 

the front of truth and the front 
of falsehood will continue, and 
… we have prepared ourselves 
for any kind of confrontation, 

both today and in the future,” 
Alireza Elhami said at a meet-
ing to mark the anniversary of 
the establishment of the Khat-
am al-Anbiya Air Defense Head-
quarters and the Islamic Repub-
lic of Iran Army’s Air Defense 
Force, IRNA reported.
“Today, we know that the ene-
my’s threats have not ended, 
and that the enemy may be 
pursuing its sinister objectives 
on other fronts,” Elhami said, 
adding, “But their objectives 
will once again be thwarted 
through the vigilance and pro-
found insight of the great Irani-
an nation.”
Iranian Army spokesman Mo-
hammad Akraminia also said 
on Friday that the US and Israel 
suffered a major defeat in their 
latest aggression against Iran, 
failing to achieve their stated 
objectives.
Speaking at a local event in 
Mashhad, Akraminia said the 
enemy entered the war after 
making a series of miscalcula-
tions about Iran and its capa-
bilities.
“The criminal enemy had set 
many goals in its attack, includ-
ing destroying Iran’s missile 
and nuclear capabilities, over-
throwing the government and, 
of course, partitioning Iran. 
However, it failed to achieve 
any of these objectives,” he 
said.
The US and Israel waged their 

first war against Iran, which 
lasted 12 days, in June 2025. 
Their second aggression began 
on February 28, 2026, and came 
to a halt in early April after 40 
days.
In both wars, Iran’s resistance 
and retaliatory operations 
forced the aggressors to accept a ceasefire.
In July, however, the US con-
ducted waves of deadly air raids 
on Iran and imposed a naval 
blockade of the country in vio-
lation of the Islamabad Memo-
randum of Understanding (MoU) 
with Iran, signed on June 17, to 
end the war.
In response, Iranian Armed 
Forces launched devastating at-
tacks against strategic American 
targets across West Asia and 
declared the Strait of Hormuz closed to all traffic.
In their latest retaliatory at-
tacks, the Armed Forces hit US 
military bases in Kuwait, Bah-
rain and the UAE on Thursday 
in response to a US missile 
strike on a wedding party which claimed the lives of at least five 
people and wounded scores 
others.
The new clashes, which began 
with new US raids on Sunday, 
have deepened the impasse 
in the six-month war, as Iran 
maintains a stranglehold on the 
strategic Strait of Hormuz and 
Washington presses its block-
ade of Iranian ports.
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Deadly strike on Iranian wedding likely 

direct hit by US munitions: Analysis

An explosion that ripped 
through a wedding cele-
bration in southern Iran on Tuesday, killing five 
people and injuring at 
least 68 others, likely re-
sulted from a direct hit 
by a US munition and not 
a ricochet off another tar-
get, according to an anal-
ysis by weapons experts 
who reviewed images and video verified by Re-
uters.
The incident in the small 
town of Kuhestak has re-
ignited concerns about 
the civilian toll in the US 
war with Iran and marks 
the most dramatic case 
since a missile struck an 
Iranian primary school 
in February, killing scores 
of children and teachers 
inside.
On Thursday, a funeral 
ceremony was held in 
Kuhestak for the victims 
of the US attack. The Ira-
nian Red Crescent has 
urged the International 
Criminal Court to inves-
tigate a potential war 
crime.
The US Central Com-
mand had claimed its 
forces carried out multi-
ple strikes across Iran’s 
south on Sept. 1, target-
ing Islamic Revolution 
Guards Corps air defense 
sites, radar systems, and 
communications facili-
ties.
On Thursday, US Vice 
President JD Vance said 
the United States was 
investigating the strike. 
“We’re investigating it 
because obviously we 
care. We want to know,” 
Vance said during a 
White House press brief-
ing.
The US military said it 

was aware of reports and 
was looking into them.
On the night of the at-
tacks, dozens of resi-
dents had gathered in a 
home in Kuhestak for a 
wedding ceremony, ac-
cording to eyewitnesses. 
During the party, a mu-
nition likely struck the 
building’s roof, accord-
ing to photos and video verified by Reuters and 
reviewed by experts.
 
Direct hit
Reuters shared video and 
images of the incident 
with four military weap-
ons experts who said 
the damage was consis-
tent with a direct hit, as 
opposed to secondary 
damage from a munition 
ricocheting off a separate 
target. Three of the ex-
perts said the munition 
was likely a US weapon, 
rather than an errant Ira-
nian air defense missile.
One of the experts said 
the weapon may have 

simply missed its objec-
tive.
“Given the number of 
bombs that have been 
dropped, this does occur 
from time to time even 
with the most sophisti-
cated guidance systems,” 
said Gareth Collett, a re-
tired British Army brig-
adier who specialized in 
counterterrorist bomb 
disposal and holds a doc-
torate in explosives engi-
neering.
After the strike, bloody 
shoes lay amid the rub-
ble, and wedding deco-
rations that are common 
in that part of Iran were 
strewn about, the images 
show.Two US officials, speak-
ing on condition of ano-
nymity, claimed that the 
US military had carried 
out strikes in Kuhestak on Sept. 1, specifically 
targeting the town’s tele-
communications tower.
That tower is roughly 
135 meters from the site 

of the wedding celebra-
tion, according to satel-
lite imagery. The tower 
was hit at approximately 
9:30 PM local time, ac-
cording to Iranian media.
The incident comes more 
than six months after a 
missile destroyed a pri-
mary school in Minab 
on Feb. 28, hours after 
the start of the US and 
Israeli attacks on Iran 
that launched the current conflict. That hit killed 
more than 175 children 
and teachers.
The Pentagon has not 
publicly released the findings of its investi-
gation into the Minab 
strike, which was the 
US military’s biggest ci-
vilian casualty incident 
in decades. But Reuters first reported on March 
5 that  an initial, internal 
US military investigation 
showed US forces were 
likely responsible for that 
strike on the opening day 
of the war with Iran.

 
Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi chal-
lenged Jordan’s account of Iran’s mili-
tary response to the United States, ask-
ing how long Tehran was expected to 
wait before responding to an aggressor 
violating both Iranian and Arab sover-
eignty.
Araghchi was responding to recent 
remarks by Jordanian Foreign Minis-
ter Ayman Safadi, who accused Iran of 
attacking his country and other coun-
tries in the region just two hours after 
the start of the US war on Iran and de-
scribed Tehran’s response as a “premed-
itated policy”, Press TV reported.
“How much time does the Jordanian For-
eign Minister believe Iran should wait 
before responding to an aggressor that 
respects neither Arab sovereignty nor 
Iranian sovereignty?” In Araghchi asked 
Safadi an Arabic-language post on X on 
Friday.
“And is he truly unaware that Arab air-
space, lands, and waters were used in 
the initial American attacks that result-
ed in the killing of innocent Iranians?” 
he added.

The exchange followed a series of US 
strikes on southern Iran on September 
1 that killed and wounded dozens of 
people.
In Hormozgan Province, US mis-
siles struck a residential building in 
Kouhestak, in Sirik County, where a wed-
ding reception was being held.At least five people were killed and 68 
others wounded. Two children, aged 
four and 16, and two women were 
among those killed.
Seven other people were killed and eight 
wounded in US missile strikes on three 
locations near the cities of Ahvaz and 
Aghajari in Khuzestan Province.
Iranian Armed Forces subsequently 
launched a “crushing” operation against 
US military bases in Iraq, Jordan, Kuwait 
and Bahrain in retaliation.

Araghchi posts sarcastic reply  

to Jordan FM over Iran’s response  

to US attacks

The photo shows the aftermath of a US strike on a wedding ceremony in southern Sirik county in 

Hormozgan Province in southern Iran on September 1, 2026.
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Russia has seen no decline in trade with Iran de-
spite recent regional developments, thanks to a 
free trade agreement with the Eurasian Economic 
Union that has helped sustain volumes, Deputy 
Prime Minister Alexey Overchuk said Thursday.
“One of our major achievements was the agree-
ment with Iran coming into force last year. We are 
also extending the North-South [corridor] there,” he 
said at the Eastern Economic Forum (EEF) in Vlad-
ivostok, TASS reported.
The free trade agreement between Iran and the five EAEU member states entered into force in 
May 2025, marking a major practical step toward 
deeper economic ties between the two sides.
“Despite what is happening in and around Iran 
today, this agreement allows us to maintain trade 
volumes. In other words, against the backdrop of 
everything that is happening, we are seeing no 
decline in trade volumes,” he said.
The country has remained on a war footing since 
a US-Israeli coalition launched attacks in late Feb-ruary. During the 40-day conflict, civilians and in-
frastructure were targeted, while Iran's southern 
ports remain under naval restrictions.Overchuk did not give a figure for bilateral trade. 
Russian Transport Minister Andrei Nikitin said in 
June that shipments from Russia to Iran via the 

International North-South Transport Corridor rose by more than 56% in the first four months of 2026, while total freight traffic along the corridor 
increased 87%.  
Also, Russian Ambassador to Iran Alexey Dedov 
said in June that bilateral trade reached approxi-
mately $5.8 billion in 2025, up 21% from the pre-
vious year. He said the positive trend continued in the first four months of 2026, when bilateral 
trade grew 2% despite disruptions in some lo-
gistics chains.
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US has no ...

Russia sees no decline in trade with Iran  

despite regional tensions, Deputy PM says

My guess is that the pressure the 
Americans have imposed and con-

tinue to impose 
— including the 

military option, sanctions and the 
blockade — is ultimately aimed at 
reaching a “favorable” agreement 
with Iran – one that serves US 
interests to the greatest possible 
extent. Or, if the memorandum is 
to be restored, Washington wants 
that return to take place under conditions that it defines.
It is unlikely that the strategy the 
Americans have once again adopt-
ed, based on suffocating economic 
pressure on Iran, can achieve their 
objectives — particularly if their 
goal is to force Iran to comply with 
or surrender to Washington’s max-
imalist demands.
Therefore, the US is seeking to pile 
on maximum pressure in all areas, 
in order to extract the greatest pos-
sible concessions from Iran while 
giving the fewest concessions in 
return. The Islamabad memoran-

dum, by contrast, was the opposite.
Under such circumstances, return-
ing to the memorandum would be very difficult for Trump, particular-
ly because he came under heavy 
criticism, attacks and pressure in 
the US immediately after signing it.
However, if Iran concludes that 
it should reach a deal, I believe 
Trump will ultimately have no bet-
ter option and will inevitably have 
to accept it.
Therefore, it can be said that 
Trump’s position is one in which 
he is effectively playing a push-
and-pull game over the memoran-
dum.
 
The US has recently shifted the 
nature of its aggressive poli-
cy from military to economic 
pressure. How likely is this pol-
icy to succeed, and given the 
impatience we have seen from 
Trump, how much time do you 
think he will give this new policy 
to take effect?

There is serious doubt about 
whether the US can really pressure 
all countries and build a global 
consensus against Iran.
There is no doubt that this policy 
will deliver psychological shocks 
to Iran’s economy and put pressure 
on both the government and the 
people. But the strategic question 
is whether it can actually bring the 
US to its main objective — forcing 
Iran to comply — or to even broad-
er goals, namely surrender. There 
is serious doubt about this too.
This is particularly because sanc-
tions are a slow-acting policy and 
do not produce results in the short 
term, while Trump needs policies 
that deliver quick returns. There-
fore, it is unlikely that sanctions 
will achieve the objectives Trump 
is pursuing, other than creating 
pressure and imposing costs on 
Iran.
 
To what extent do you agree 
with the assessment that Trump 

is seeking to buy time to get past 
the electoral environment in the 
US and will ultimately launch a 
third war against Iran?It is very difficult to make a predic-
tion in this regard. Nevertheless, 
strategic policymaking should not 
underestimate or ignore the possi-
bility; rather, prepare to deal with it.
The possibility of war will depend 
to a large extent on the outcome 
of the US congressional midterm 
elections. There are two possible 
outcomes: Democrats could take 
both chambers, or Republicans 
could retain control of both.
If the Democrats win, some believe 
this could tie Trump’s hands when 
it comes to pursuing a war, or at 
least constrain him.
Others, however, put forward the 
opposite hypothesis. They believe 
that if Republicans lose the House 
and the Senate, Trump’s policy 
could become more aggressive be-
cause he would have nothing left 
to lose.

In either scenario, war remains a 
possibility, though its likelihood 
cannot yet be assessed with cer-
tainty.
 
Iran and Oman say they are 
nearing the scheduled release of 
a joint statement on the mecha-
nism for the management of 
the Strait of Hormuz. How like-
ly are the talks to succeed this 
time? What role could a poten-
tial agreement play in resuming 
Iran-US talks and ultimately 
reopening the Strait of Hormuz?
The possibility of a bilateral agree-
ment between Iran and Oman does 
not depend solely on the two coun-
tries.
Iran adopts policies based on its 
national interests and enjoys free-
dom of action, but Oman does not 
have the same degree of freedom 
of action under these circumstanc-
es. As has been seen, Trump has 
threatened Oman militarily twice 
so far.

Oman is currently under pressure 
from several directions. First, it is 
under US pressure and must fully 
take Trump’s interests into account 
in any decision. Second, it is under 
pressure from the Arab countries 
of the Persian Gulf and must in 
some way accommodate their in-
terests as well. Third, there are the 
other users of the Strait of Hormuz.
Therefore, Oman has to reconcile 
and balance the interests of Iran, 
the Arab states, the US and oth-
er users of the Strait of Hormuz. 
In reality, it is not the sole deci-
sion-maker.
Despite all this, I believe there is a 
possibility of success and an agree-
ment between Iran and Oman. If 
Iran and Oman reach an agree-
ment and the US at least does not 
oppose it, it could pave the way for 
the reopening of the Strait of Hor-
muz and the resumption of Iran-US 
talks. Yet, an agreement between 
Iran and Oman is necessary, but not sufficient. 

Economy  Desk

Pezeshkian urges gradual approach  

to gasoline consumption control
President Masoud Pezeshkian 
on Friday said that the govern-
ment would curb gasoline con-
sumption gradually and mainly 
through “non-price measures”, 
saying it would avoid sudden 
decisions that could shock the 
public.
Pezeshkian made the remarks 
at a meeting on the country’s energy shortage, where officials 
reviewed the latest situation re-
garding gasoline production, re-
serves and distribution, as well 
as pilot projects in several prov-
inces and measures to boost the 
resilience of the energy sector.
Already hit by Western sanctions 
over its nuclear program, Iran’s 
southern ports remain under a 
US naval blockade imposed by 
Washington as part of a pressure 
campaign following a 40-day 
US-Israeli war that began in late 
February. The naval siege has 
limited Tehran’s trade options, 
including in the energy sector.

The president said the govern-
ment’s approach, particularly on 
gasoline, was deliberate, gradual 
and based on considering peo-
ple’s concerns.
“Policies should be explained 
to the public and implemented 
gradually after the necessary 
preparations were in place,” he 
said. Pezeshkian also said the 
government was not seeking to 
impose energy decisions on peo-
ple and that any policy creating 
problems would be revised. He 
added that resources generated 
by reducing gasoline consump-
tion would be used to strengthen 
the government’s food subsidy 
program, known as the electronic 
goods voucher scheme.
The president appeared to be re-
ferring to the possibility of rais-
ing gasoline prices to bring fuel 
closer to its real and full cost.
“The policies for managing con-
sumption will be implemented 
gradually, with transparent in-
formation and by bringing the 
people on board,” he said.

Last week, in a televised inter-
view, Pezeshkian said that, after 
coordination with various insti-
tutions, the third-tier gasoline 
price would rise from 50,000 ri-
als ($0.022) to 100,000 rials ($0.045) 
per liter and would not go higher.
He rejected reports of an “as-
tronomical” increase in gasoline 
prices but did not specify when 
the new rate would take effect. 
He said gasoline supply prob-

lems were linked to wartime 
conditions and lower national revenues, adding that difficulties 
in importing goods, including 
gasoline, had arisen because im-
port routes were closed.
“The country is in a wartime situation; first we need to un-
derstand that we are at war. The 
route is closed now and goods 
are not coming in. One of those 
goods is gasoline,” he said.

He said in the televised interview 
that the country’s revenues had 
declined and the government needed financial resources to 
secure gasoline supplies, adding 
that various methods of manag-
ing the situation were under con-
sideration.
After years of challenges in the 
energy sector, Iran introduced 
a three-tier gasoline pricing 
system in December. Under the 

scheme, the price of gasoline dis-
pensed through emergency fuel 
cards at service stations rose to 
50,000 rials ($0.022) per liter from 
30,000 rials ($0.0135).
Gasoline has since been sold 
at three rates based on month-
ly consumption: 15,000 rials 
($0.0067) per liter for the first 60 
liters, 30,000 rials ($0.0135) for 
the next 100 liters and 50,000 
rials ($0.022) for any consumption 
above 160 liters.
At Friday’s meeting, participants 
also examined the latest produc-
tion, reserve and distribution 
data for gasoline, the implemen-
tation of various pilot projects 
in provinces, fuel consumption 
levels and measures already 
taken or under consideration to 
strengthen the energy sector’s 
resilience.

Pakistan seeks cooperation 

with Iran’s crash-test center

Pakistan’s ambassador to Iran has called for co-
operation with an Iranian vehicle crash-testing 
center, saying an initial agreement could pave 
the way for joint work despite current political 
restrictions.
Imran Ahmad Siddiqui visited the center in 
Tehran with a Pakistani delegation and de-
scribed it as a successful example of Iran’s pri-
vate sector, according to IRNA.
He said the two sides could begin cooperation 
by signing an initial agreement and expressed 
hope that the necessary infrastructure for ex-
panding the partnership could be put in place 
as soon as possible.
During the visit, a frontal crash test was con-
ducted on an Iranian vehicle. The results will 
be analyzed and shared with the automaker 
and Iran’s National Standards Organization.
The chairman of the board of Iran’s Inspec-
tion Quality and Standard Research Institute, 
referring to Pakistan’s high number of road 
accidents, said cooperation with Pakistani 
automakers and auto-parts manufacturers on 
safety testing could provide a joint business 
opportunity.

Crash tests under regulations R94 and R95 
have recently become mandatory in Pakistan, 
and the country is seeking to use Iran’s testing 
capacity for its automakers.
A deputy head of the Tehran Chamber of Com-
merce also said the chamber was ready to fa-
cilitate the participation of a Pakistani business 
delegation in the Iran Expo exhibition in No-
vember and arrange a visit to the crash-testing 
center.
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President Masoud Pezeshkian (C) chairs a 

meeting on the country’s energy shortage in 

Tehran, on September 4, 2026.
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Pakistan’s Ambassador to Iran Imran Ahmad Siddiqui 

(2nd R) visits Iran's private-sector car crash test center in 

Tehran on September 3, 2026.

 IRNA

Page 1

 IRNA

Economy  Desk



Iran Daily  Saturday, September 05, 2026
4 Deep Dive

No Education, No Work, No Voice

Five years after the Taliban re-
turned to power, Afghanistan’s sit-
uation is no longer limited to the 
banning of girls from education 
or the exclusion of women from 
universities. A broader process is 
now taking shape: an attempt to 
control who can receive educa-
tion, what can be taught, and what 
people are allowed to read.
In today’s Afghanistan, books are 
no longer merely cultural com-
modities. A book can preserve 
an alternative account of history, 
carry a competing idea or simply 
have been written by a woman. 
Any of these characteristics may 
be enough to place it under scru-
tiny, censorship or even a ban.The latest figures from the United Nations Educational, Scientific 
and Cultural Organization (UNE-

SCO) indicate that approximately 
2.4 million Afghan girls remain 
excluded from secondary educa-
tion. Five years after the Taliban’s 
return, Afghanistan remains the 
only country in the world where 
girls and women are formally 
barred from secondary and high-
er education.
But the story does not end at 
the school or university gates. 
In 2025, the Taliban took the 
unprecedented step of banning 
hundreds of academic books from 
universities. A published list con-
tained 679 titles, including 140 
books written by women. At the 
same time, 18 academic subjects 
were banned or removed from 
university curricula, including 
subjects related to human rights, 
women’s rights and a range of po-
litical and social concepts.
This may be one of the clearest 
signs that Afghanistan’s cultural 
situation is changing in nature. 
The Taliban have not merely 
closed the doors of schools to 
girls; they are also attempting to redefine the boundaries of per-
missible knowledge.

Targeting right to know, not 
just booksDuring the first years after the 
Taliban returned to power, the 
international community largely 
focused on one question: Why 
were girls being denied the right 
to continue their education? Five 
years later, another question must 
be added: For those who are still 
allowed to study, what sources of 
knowledge will remain available 
to them?
The question matters because an 
education system deprived of di-
verse books and sources cannot 
easily sustain a culture of critical 
thinking. The Taliban argue that 
educational reforms are neces-
sary to bring curricula into line 
with Afghanistan’s Islamic and 
cultural values. Critics, however, 
argue that when a government 
itself determines which works 
are “appropriate” and which are 
“inappropriate,” books cease to 
be merely cultural products and 
become objects of ideological and 
political control.
Reports concerning the list of 
679 books banned from Afghan 
universities indicate that the pol-
icy extends far beyond explicitly 
political works. Academic and 

specialized publications were 
also among the titles removed. 
This suggests that the issue is not 
simply the suppression of books 
critical of the Taliban. Rather, the 
very structure through which 
knowledge is produced, trans-
mitted and consumed is being 
reshaped.
From this perspective, books have 
become part of a broader struggle 
over the future of Afghan society.

Erasure of women from 
classroom to bookshelves
Perhaps the most symbolic aspect 
of this policy is the treatment of 
books written by women. When 
140 books authored by women 
are removed from university re-
sources, the issue goes beyond 
the disappearance of hundreds 
of titles. At a deeper level, it con-
cerns the role of women in the 
production of knowledge:
How can a woman who is barred 
from university become a univer-
sity professor? How can a woman 
prevented from participating in 
academic life continue to work 
as a researcher? And when wom-
en’s scholarly works are removed 
from educational resources, what 
image of women’s contribution 
to knowledge will be presented 
to the next generation of Afghan 
students?
This cycle risks gradually eras-
ing women from Afghanistan’s academic memory. UNESCO has 

repeatedly warned about the 
consequences of the Taliban’s 
education policies. In January 
2026, the organization reiterated 
that restrictions on the education 
of girls and women remained in 
place and that Afghanistan con-
tinued to be the only country in 
the world where secondary and 
higher education is formally pro-
hibited for women and girls.
In this sense, the exclusion of 
women from education and the 
removal of women’s works from 
educational resources can be seen 
as two sides of the same policy: 
restricting both the consumers 
and the producers of knowledge.

Libraries no longer just 
libraries
In any society, libraries are places 
where people gain access to dif-
ferent sources of information and ideas. Under an ideological politi-
cal system, however, they can be-
come some of the most sensitive 
cultural spaces. A library gives 
readers the freedom to choose. A 
reader can pick up one book, com-
pare it with another and arrive 
at a conclusion that differs from the official narrative of the gov-
ernment. That is precisely what 
makes libraries important spaces 
for intellectual diversity.
For this reason, the control of li-
braries in Afghanistan is part of 
the same broader process unfold-
ing in schools and universities. In 

recent years, various reports have 
documented the removal of books 
deemed “inappropriate” from Af-
ghan libraries and bookstores. 
In January 2024, reports also 
emerged that tens of thousands 
of books had been collected from 
publishers and bookstores in Ka-
bul. Likewise, the process of re-
viewing books has continued into 2026. Taliban officials continue to 
refer to committees responsible 
for examining books and granting 
publication permits.
There is an important distinction 
here: the Taliban do not oppose 
the existence of books as such. 
Their objection is to books that 
fall outside the ideological frame-
work they approve. That distinc-
tion is essential to understanding 
the Taliban’s cultural policy.

Book market has not 
disappeared
Afghanistan today should not be 
portrayed as a country in which 
every bookstore and library has 
disappeared. Such an image would not accurately reflect the 
current situation. Bookstores 
continue to operate, book mar-
kets have emerged and Taliban officials have even expressed sup-
port for the expansion of the sec-
tor. In 2025, a new book market 
opened in Kabul, while Taliban officials spoke of policies intend-
ed to support book printing and 
distribution. But the central issue 

lies elsewhere. A market in which books must first pass through such an ideological filter is no 
longer a free marketplace of ideas.
A publisher may know that releas-
ing a particular title could create 
problems. An author may limit 
what they write about before put-
ting pen to paper. A bookseller may 
decide not to stock a work that could later be confiscated. In such 
an environment, censorship does 
not necessarily begin with the sei-
zure of a book. Sometimes it begins 
with the fear of publishing one. 
That is the phenomenon that can 
prove even more powerful than an official ban: self-censorship.
A university with fewer 
booksUniversities are among the most 
important victims of this process. 
After the Taliban returned to 
power in 2021, Afghan universi-
ties were closed to women. In the 
years that followed, the content of 
higher education also underwent significant changes. The list of 679 
banned books published in 2025 is significant because it demon-
strates that restrictions are not 
limited to who is allowed to enter 
a university. The sources students 
are permitted to consult have also 
become matters of political deci-
sion-making.
When subjects such as human 
rights, women’s rights and certain 
concepts related to governance 
and social sciences are removed 
from curricula, universities grad-
ually risk changing from institu-
tions designed for inquiry and 
criticism into institutions primar-
ily responsible for transmitting an official narrative.
Such a transformation may serve 
a government’s short-term inter-
ests, but its long-term costs will 
be borne by society as a whole. 
Afghanistan’s future doctors, en-
gineers, economists, teachers and 
researchers need to develop in an 
environment where questioning, 
experimentation and compari-
son are possible. Without such an 
environment, universities cannot 
effectively produce the skilled 
workforce a country needs for 
development.

Five years on, a generation 
being lost
In 2021, when the Taliban once 
again seized power in Afghan-
istan, there was still hope that 
some of the restrictions imposed 
on society would prove tempo-
rary. Five years have now passed. UNESCO estimates that approx-
imately 2.4 million Afghan girls 
remain excluded from secondary education. This figure is not sim-
ply about education; behind it lie 
millions of lost opportunities to 
enter universities, pursue careers, 
conduct research and participate 
fully in professional life.For a child, five years can repre-
sent almost the entirety of sec-
ondary education. For a society, 
it can mean the emergence of a 
generation that grows up without 
meaningful access to school, uni-
versity and a broader academic 
environment. The consequences 
are not merely cultural. Restrict-
ing women’s education means 
reducing Afghanistan’s human 
capital. A country seeking devel-
opment needs teachers, doctors, 
nurses, engineers, economists, 
researchers and administrators. 
When half of the population is 

Story of a war on knowledge
Books under watch

Political researcher

By Saman Sofalgar
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Such a 
transformation 
may serve a 
government’s  
short-term 
interests, but its 
long-term costs 
will be borne by 
society as a whole. 
Afghanistan’s future 
doctors, engineers, 
economists, 
teachers and 
researchers need 
to develop in an 
environment 
where questioning, 
experimentation 
and comparison 
are possible. 
Without such an 
environment, 
universities cannot 
effectively produce 
the skilled workforce 
a country needs for 
development.

A Taliban security personnel 

leaves after an event at the 

Central Public Library in Kabul, 

Afghanistan, on May 19, 2025.

  WAKIL KOHSAR/AFP

Afghan women chant slogans 

in protest against the closure 

of universities to women by the 

Taliban in Kabul, Afghanistan, on 

December 22, 2022.

  STRINGER
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In August 2021, the Taliban 
recaptured Kabul and, within 
weeks, barred girls from attend-
ing school beyond Grade Six. The 
ban has not lifted.
Afghanistan remains the only 
country in the world that for-
mally bars girls and women from 
secondary and higher education. 
In the years since, Afghan wom-
en have also been banned from 
working across most sectors 
that once employed them, from 
the civil service to national and 
international aid organizations.
About 2.2 million adolescent 
girls have been barred from sec-
ondary school for nearly 1,800 
days. A 2026 UNICEF analysis 
projects Afghanistan will lose 
up to 20,000 women teachers 
and 5,400 health-care workers 
by 2030, with the restrictions 
already costing the country an 
estimated $84 million a year.
Since September 2025, Taliban 
forces have also barred Afghan 
women, including United Na-
tions staff, from entering UN offices. In January 2026, wom-
en civil servants lost even the 
reduced pay they had received 
since 2021 for staying home.
I watched a version of this hap-
pen once before, as a young girl 
in 1996, the last time the Taliban 
took Kabul.
What strikes me most about this 
second ban isn’t that it happened 
again. It’s that the world’s fail-
ure this time isn’t due to a lack 
of awareness. Everyone knows 
what’s happening to Afghan 
girls. The failure is that knowing 
has not carried any real cost for 
the Taliban.

What Afghan women have 
built
Within days of the takeover, Af-
ghan women were in the streets 
of Kabul chanting “Bread, Work, 
Freedom,” a demand they have 
kept making since, at real per-sonal risk. The defining rallying 
cry calls for basic human rights 
— education and employment in 
the face of systemic erasure from 
public life.

Groups of Afghan women have 
organized protests throughout 
that time, even as participants 
have described arrests, torture 
and killings in response — re-
actions so severe they’ve forced 
much of their resistance work 
underground.
As recently as February 2026, 
girls were back on the streets 
of Kabul, still demanding edu-
cation. But where protest has 
become too dangerous, Afghan 
women have built something 
quieter instead: informal net-
works of underground schools, 
run out of homes, that teach girls 
who would otherwise have no 
access to a classroom at all.
None of this resistance is hap-
pening because it’s easy or safe. 
It’s happening because no one 
else has done it for them, and it 
has to be done.
Alongside protest and under-
ground schooling, Afghan wom-
en’s organizations have also tak-en on documentation. As of June 
2026, researchers at George-
town University’s Institute for 
Women, Peace and Security 
counted 264 Taliban decrees af-
fecting human rights since 2021, 166 of which specifically target 
women and girls.

International response 
falls short
The main channel for interna-
tional engagement with the 
Taliban is the UN-led Doha pro-
cess. There have been multiple 
rounds of talks with Taliban 
representatives since 2023 in 
pursuit of Afghanistan’s eventu-
al reintegration into the interna-
tional community — normalized 
diplomatic relations, formal rec-
ognition of the Taliban govern-

ment and the country’s return to 
standard participation in inter-
national institutions and trade.
At the Taliban’s insistence, 
women and Afghan civil soci-
ety groups have been excluded 
from the main talks, meeting 
separately and on the side-
lines instead. Sima Samar, for-
mer chairperson of the Afghan 
Independent Human Rights 
Commission, has argued that 
by accepting the Taliban’s 
terms for participation, the 
UN risks indirectly legitimiz-
ing the very policies it says it 
opposes.
That risk is disputed within the 
UN itself. Georgette Gagnon, 
the UN’s deputy special repre-sentative and officer-in-charge 
of the UN Assistance Mission in 
Afghanistan, argued the oppo-
site case at that same session: 
that continued, principled but 
pragmatic engagement remains 
necessary even when progress is 
incremental.
That disagreement, playing out 
at the UN’s own podium, cap-
tures the trap Afghan women 
have been describing for years 
— statements of concern are is-
sued regularly and they cost the 
Taliban nothing.

Canadian efforts
Canada’s own record shows the 
same pattern, in a more hopeful register but with the same unfin-
ished quality.
In September 2024, Canada 
joined Australia, Germany and 
the Netherlands in formally in-
voking Afghanistan’s obligations 
under CEDAW, the UN conven-
tion against discrimination to-
ward women that Afghanistan ratified in 2003. It is a genuine-

ly significant initiative because it’s the first time any state has 
attempted to hold another ac-
countable at the world’s highest 
court for gender discrimination.
But two years on, the case has 
still not reached the Internation-al Court of Justice (ICJ). Ottawa 
has described the required ne-
gotiation and arbitration steps 
as prerequisites that must run their course first. And civil so-
ciety’s own statement marking the initiative’s first anniversary 
could still only describe it as an 
effort that may eventually culmi-nate in an ICJ case, not one that 
has reached it.
Canada has also just secured a 
seat at that same table. Amanda 
Dale, a Canadian human rights 
expert nominated by Ottawa, has 
been elected to the CEDAW com-
mittee itself for the 2027–2030 
term. With a Canadian nominee, 
advocates ask that Canada match 
that milestone with the same ur-
gency in moving its own Afghan-
istan case forward.
When Canada and the Nether-
lands pursued a similar case 
against Syria over torture, they 
moved through each stage with-
out delay. Once negotiations 
stalled in 2022, they promptly 
requested arbitration. When 
Syria failed to engage within 
the required six-month window, they filed at the ICJ in 2023 and 
secured a binding order.
After invoking the same mech-

anism against Afghanistan, no 
equivalent milestone has been 
reached. Negotiations, if they have 
failed, have not visibly given way 
to a request for arbitration, and 
the case remains where it started.
Afghan women, and the states 
that made this commitment on 
their behalf, deserve the same 
procedural urgency that carried 
the Syria case through to a res-
olution.
The scale of what this inaction 
has allowed is well-documented.

Personal reflections
I recognize all of this because I 
lived a version of it once already.
In 1996, I was a young girl a few weeks from final exams when 
the Taliban took over Kabul. 
That night, with no electricity, 
we gathered around a radio and 
heard we were promoted to the 
next grade, but that schools were 
closing to girls until further no-
tice.At first, I didn’t understand what 
that meant. As a young student, 
I was excited about the cancella-tion of final exams, so I ran to tell 
my grandmother. Partway down 
a dark corridor, what it actually 
meant caught up with me: there 
would be no school next year. I 
sat down and cried.
But I was fortunate.
My parents moved my sister 
and me to Pakistan so we could 
keep studying, a decision many 
Afghan families could not afford. 
We could not either. It was my 
aunts and uncles living overseas 
who supported our studies.
Friends of mine were not able to finish school and, as far as I 
know, were married off instead. I went on to become the first 
woman to serve as a director, 
then deputy minister, then acting 
minister of mines and petroleum 
in the Afghan cabinet.
Those conditions changed for 
my generation. Nothing guar-
antees they will for this one — 
awareness alone will not accom-
plish that.
Afghan women have spent the last five years proving they have 
not accepted this ban as perma-
nent. It is worth asking why the 
rest of the world has settled for 
so much less than that.

The article first appeared on The 
Conversation.

I lived through first Taliban girls’ school ban

Afghan schoolgirls pose for a photo in 

a classroom in Kabul, Afghanistan, in 

December 2022. The Taliban ordered 

women nationwide to stop attending private 

and public universities until further notice.

  EBRAHIM NOROOZI/AP

Watching it happen again heartbreaking
Afghanistan’s former 
acting minister of 
mines and petroleum

By Ghazaal Habibyar
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As recently as 
February 2026, girls 
were back on the 
streets of Kabul, 
still demanding 
education. But 
where protest 
has become too 
dangerous, Afghan 
women have 
built something 
quieter instead: 
informal networks 
of underground 
schools, run out 
of homes, that 
teach girls who 
would otherwise 
have no access 
to a classroom 
at all. None of 
this resistance is 
happening because 
it’s easy or safe. It’s 
happening because 
no one else has done 
it for them, and it has 
to be done.

excluded from a significant part 
of the education system, the 
country’s ability to produce that 
human capital inevitably suffers.
UNICEF and UNESCO warned in January 2026 that, beyond the 
ban on girls’ education, Afghan-
istan was also facing a broader learning dilemma, with a signifi-
cant proportion of children failing to achieve basic reading proficien-
cy by the end of primary school. 
Afghanistan therefore faces a dou-
ble whammy: some children are 
being denied continued access to 
education, while others are being 
educated within a system whose 
content is increasingly contested 
and ideologically shaped.

Books as last avenue for 
learning
Yet amid this cultural darkness, 
one fact remains important: 
the desire to learn has not dis-
appeared from Afghanistan. 
Many Afghan women and girls 
who have been excluded from 

schools and universities contin-
ue to pursue education through 
informal channels. Home-based 
classes, distance learning, dig-
ital resources and books have 
become substitutes, however 
imperfect, for formal education-
al institutions.
New technologies have also 
entered this struggle. Recent 
research on Afghan women in-
dicates that some are turning to artificial intelligence tools and 
online education to continue 
learning and develop new skills 
despite restrictions on formal 
education. At the same time, 
concerns over security, surveil-
lance and reliable access remain 
serious.
This reality demonstrates that 
the desire for knowledge cannot 
simply be eliminated by clos-
ing schools or removing books 
from libraries. A university can 
be closed, but the question itself 
cannot be shut down. A book 
can be removed from a library, 

but the need to know cannot 
simply be erased from the mind 
of a generation.

Afghanistan’s situation not 
only about today
Ultimately, what is happening to 
books, universities and schools in 
Afghanistan is about the country’s 
future. Five years after returning 

to power, the Taliban have con-
solidated their territorial control 
and expanded their diplomatic 
engagement with a number of 
countries. Yet the situation of 
the rights of women and girls re-mains one of the most significant 
obstacles to the normalization of 
Afghanistan’s relations with the 
international community.

From this perspective, books are 
not a peripheral issue. A country 
that restricts its books is also re-
stricting its collective memory. 
A country that excludes women 
from universities is setting aside a significant part of its human 
capital. A country that rewrites 
its curriculum according to ideo-
logical considerations is shaping 
the intellectual future of its next 
generation. And a country that 
restricts free access to diverse 
sources of knowledge gradually 
loses part of its ability to debate 
its own future.
Afghanistan today is facing some-
thing larger than a book trouble. 
It is facing a trouble of access to 
knowledge. A trouble that began 
in schools, moved into universi-

ties and is now affecting the book-
shelves and libraries that once 
provided Afghans with access to 
a wider intellectual world.
Perhaps that is why, in today’s Af-
ghanistan, an ordinary book can 
carry a meaning far greater than 
its few hundred pages. A book 
can represent a world in which 
asking questions is not forbid-
den, women can be university 
students, writers can write with-
out fear, and universities can 
remain the meeting ground of 
competing ideas.
Five years after the Taliban’s re-
turn to power, the central ques-
tion is no longer simply how 
many books remain in Afghani-
stan. The deeper question is this: 
Will the next generation of Af-
ghans still have the opportunity 
to read different books and decide 
for themselves which version of 
the world they choose to believe? 
The answer may determine Af-
ghanistan’s cultural future more clearly than any figure.

Men read books in a library at a private 

university in Kabul, Afghanistan, on July 

22, 2024.

  WAKIL KOHSAR/AFP
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Athletics

Khatoon lands defending champion 

Naegohyang in group stage

Iran’s Soltaninejad wins Strongman gold at World Nomad Games

Iran’s Bam Khatoon has 
been drawn alongside de-
fending champion Naego-
hyang Women’s FC of North 
Korea, Japan’s INAC Kobe 
Leonessa and Myanmar’s 
Ayeyawady FC in Group A of 
the upcoming AFC Women’s 
Champions League.
The draw for the group 
phase of the Asian elite club 
competition took place at the 
AFC House in Kuala Lumpur 
on Thursday, with 12 teams 
divided into four groups.The Iranian top-flight cham-
pion will open its campaign 

against INAC Kobe Leones-
sa at Thuwunna Stadium 
in Yangon, Myanmar, on 
November 1, before taking 
on Naegohyang at the same 
venue three days later. Kha-
toon will conclude its group 
campaign against the hosts 
on Nov. 7.
The top two teams from 
each of the three groups 
will be joined by the two 
best third-placed teams in the quarterfinals, which 
will be hosted by the three 
group winners and the 
best-ranked runner-up in 
single-leg ties in March.
Elsewhere, North Korean 

debutant 4.25 SC was pitted 
against South Korea’s Hwa-
cheon KSPO WFC, Vietnam’s 
Ho Chi Minh City Women’s 
FC and Indian host East 
Bengal FC in Group B.
Australian Group C top seed 
Melbourne City FC will have 
to contend with China’s Bei-
jing Jingtan FC, Kaya FC-Il-
oilo of the Philippines and 
group host PFC Nasaf of 
Uzbekistan.The semifinals and final – scheduled for May 2027 – 
will be played at a central-
ized venue.
Khatoon won the prelim-
inary group in August to 

secure a third successive 
appearance in the main-
round group stage in as 
many editions.
Iranian international strik-
er Sara Didar was on target 
either side of Maryam Dini’s 
strike as Khatoon defeated 
CSKA Dushanbe in Hisor, 
Tajikistan, in its prelimi-
nary-stage opener. Didar 
then scored a 95th-minute 
equalizer to salvage a point 
for her side in a 1-1 stale-
mate against Saudi champi-
on Al Nassr.
Didar was also the hero for 
Marziyeh Jafari’s side in the 
must-win encounter against 

Etihad Club, scoring twice 
late in the game to help 
Khatoon come from behind 
to defeat the Jordanian out-fit 3-1 and pip Al Nassr to 
the top spot in the group.

Khatoon enjoyed an impres-
sive run in the inaugural 
2024/25 season, reaching the quarterfinals before losing 1-0 
to South Korea’s Incheon Red 
Angels in Incheon.

The following season, how-
ever, was one to forget for 
Jafari’s team, which suffered an early exit after finishing 
bottom of its group with 
three points.

Iran’s Sajjad Soltaninejad claimed 
the Strongman gold medal at the 
2026 World Nomad Games in Kyr-
gyzstan.
The Iranian topped the standings 
after three days of grueling com-
petition, successfully negotiating 
a series of demanding and heavy 
events to finish at the top of the 
podium.
His triumph marked a second 
gold medal for the country at the 
sixth edition of the multi-sport 
event, dedicated to traditional 
ethnic sports practiced across 
Central Asia.
Reza Qeitasi, Iran’s flag bearer 
at the opening ceremony, won 
gold in the men’s Tayak Tartysh on Wednesday, securing the first 
gold for the country’s 130-athlete 
delegation.

Tayak Tartysh, also known as 
mas-wrestling, is a strength con-
test originating from the Sakha, or 
Yakut, tradition. Two athletes sit 
facing each other with their feet 
braced against a board and com-
pete by pulling on opposite ends 
of a short wooden stick. The aim 
is to pull the opponent across the 
board or take the stick away.
Qeitasi also represented Iran at 
the 2024 World Nomad Games in Kazakhstan, finishing run-
ner-up in the Strongman com-
petition behind the host repre-
sentative.
Sadeq Azarang got Iran off the 
mark on the opening day of the 
showpiece on Tuesday, settling 
for silver in the men’s +90kg ku-
rash class, which featured 22 con-
testants, after suffering defeat to 
Uzbekistan’s Nomonjon Radjabov in the final.

An Asian Games gold medalist at 
Hangzhou 2022, the Iranian de-
feated opponents from the host 
country, Russia and Georgia be-
fore beating his Turkmen oppo-nent to reach the final.
Mohsen Mirzaei, meanwhile, 
won silver in right-arm wres-
tling, while Iran’s four-man team, 
comprising Nader Kazemi, Sajjad 
Jafari Gohari, Abbas Azimi and Hamidreza Saeed, also finished 
runner-up in the tug-of-war 
event.
Maryam Farahaninia won bronze 
in Tayak Tartysh, while Abolfazl 
Heydarimehr took bronze in Al-
ysh. Mohaddeseh Tabarok also 
claimed two bronze medals in 
right- and left-arm wrestling, with 
Amirreza Sahraei earning bronze 
in Sarym wrestling and Hassan Poladi finishing third in the men’s 
64kg sambo competition.

Iran’s bid for a coveted 
Olympic volleyball berth 
got off to an emphatic start 
at the AVC Men’s Conti-
nental Championships on 
Friday, as the Asian power-
house swept New Zealand 3-0 (25-15, 25-12, 25-22) in its 
Pool B opener in Fukuoka, 
Japan.Making his first interna-
tional appearance since 
the preliminary round of 
the 2025 Volleyball Na-
tions League, star opposite 
Amin Esmaeilnejad topped 
the scoring for Iran with 
11 points, surpassing the 
1,000-point mark for the 
national team.
Outside hitters Morteza Sharifi and Pouria Hos-
seinkhanzadeh added 
seven and six points, re-spectively, as Iran finished the match with 35 points 
from attacks, five blocks, two aces and 33 points 
from New Zealand’s errors, 
wrapping up the game in 

58 minutes at Kitakyushu 
City Gymnasium.
Opposite spiker Seth Dylan 
Grant chipped in a game-
high 12 points but could 
not prevent the Oceani-
an team from suffering a 
fourth defeat in as many 
meetings between the two 
sides at the competition, 
dating back to 1987.
With the champion in Fu-
kuoka securing a place at 
the Los Angeles Olympics 
in two years, Iran will have 
extra motivation to chase a fifth Asian crown in eight 
editions, though Japan re-
mains the heavy favorite to 
secure back-to-back titles 
on home soil.
The hosts enter the show-
piece on the back of a re-
markable 12-0 run in the 
VNL preliminary round ear-
lier in the summer before ultimately finishing fourth.
Japan also holds a supe-
rior head-to-head record 
against Iran in recent 
years, emerging victori-
ous in their previous four 

encounters, including a 
straight-set win in the 2023 Asian Championship final in Urmia and a five-
set VNL thriller in Orléans, 
France, in June.
Iranian outside hitter Hos-
seinkhanzadeh hailed the 
comfortable victory as “a 

perfect preparation” for his 
side on the way to its ulti-
mate objective in Fukuoka.
“As you saw, it was not re-
ally a difficult game for us. 
The players were focused 
on making a strong start 
to the tournament, which I 
think we did,” he said.

“Our goal here is some-
thing else, and today’s 
match served as a perfect 
preparation for us as we 
pursue our main objective. 
We always give 100 percent 
on the court, and that’s ex-
actly what we did today,” 
added the Iranian, who 

finished with six points, all 
coming from attacks.
Iran head coach Rober-
to Piazza,  meanwhile, 
praised the way his team 
approached the game right 
from the outset.
“This is just the beginning 
of the championship, and 
we started very well in the first set,” Piazza said. 
“I think the opponent also 
made some mistakes on 
serve, but we were in the 
game from the beginning.
“Today I told the players to 
focus on ourselves and sim-
ply think about the details. 
If we can do that, we can 
compete even against the 
strongest teams.”
“The second set was easier 
for us, so I started making 
substitutions. In the third 
set, we should have done 

much better from the begin-
ning, though it was import-
ant that all the players in the 
squad played today,” he said.
“A team is really not just a 
collection of individual play-
ers. All the players have to 
work together for the team,” 
added the Italian, who is 
desperate to see his players 
deliver a much-improved 
performance from their 
below-par VNL campaign, 
in which Iran managed just 
three wins in 12 outings to finish 14th in the 18-team 
standings.
Iran will resume action 
against India on Sunday 
before concluding the 
pool phase against three-
time champion China on Wednesday – a rematch of the 2023 semifinals, which 
Iran won in straight sets.
The top two teams in each 
of the three pools will be 
joined by the two best 
third-placed teams – de-
termined through a com-bined ranking system – in the quarterfinals.

Iran sweeps New Zealand,  
makes statement start to Olympic bid

AVC Men’s Volleyball Continental Championship:

AFC Women’s Champions League

Sports Desk

Sports Desk

Sports Desk

Iranian players celebrate a point 

during a straight-set victory over 

New Zealand at the AVC Men’s 

Volleyball Continental Championship 

in Fukuoka, Japan, on Sept. 4, 2026.

 AVC

Bam Khatoon players celebrate a goal during a 3-1 victory against Etihad Club at the AFC Women’s Champions 

League preliminary stage in Hisor, Tajikistan, on Aug. 23, 2026.

 AFC

  EUROPA PRESS
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The historic village of Mesr 
in Khur and Biabanak, Is-
fahan Province, nestled 
among the golden dunes 
of Iran’s Central Desert, is 
on track to join the Best 
Tourism Villages list of UN 
Tourism in 2026. The vil-
lage is one of Iran’s eight finalists for the title and 
has in recent years be-
come one of the country’s 
best-known destinations 
for desert and astronom-
ical tourism, thanks to its 
combination of natural at-
tractions, adobe architec-
ture, cultural heritage and 
strong local community 
participation in tourism.
Mesr is located about 45 
kilometers east of Jandaq 
and 60 kilometers north 
of Khur, along the route 
connecting Damghan with 
Na’in and Isfahan. Together 
with the nearby settlements 
of Amirabad and Farahzad, 
the village forms a roughly 
six-kilometer-long chain of 
settlements in the heart of 
the desert. Its geographical 
location, vast desert land-
scapes and access to sand 
dunes have made Mesr a 
popular destination for 
Iranian and international 
nature lovers and desert 
travelers.
One of the area’s major 
natural attractions is the 
Mesr sand sea, a vast ex-
panse of sand dunes that 
offers visitors opportu-
nities to walk across the 
sands and enjoy expansive desert views. About five ki-
lometers from the village, 
extensive green reed beds 
form a striking contrast 
with the surrounding arid 
landscape and are con-
sidered one of the area’s 
notable natural features. 
Tamarisk and saxaul trees 

have also been planted 
in the region to stabilize 
shifting sands and combat 
wind erosion, forming part 
of the vegetation adapted 
to the harsh desert envi-
ronment.
The history of Mesr dates 
back about 120 years. The 
settlement was initially 
known by names such as 
Kalateh Yousef and Mazraeh 
Yousef and was established 
by a man named Yousef, a 
livestock herder and land-
owner. He built a manor 
house west of the pres-
ent-day village and grad-
ually laid the foundations 
for a settlement that later 
became known as Mesr.
As the region’s traditional 
qanats dried up and their 
water supplies declined, 
Yousef turned to deep wells 
to secure water for the set-
tlement and used some of the first English-made 
diesel engines for the task. 
Because of the great depth 
of the wells, the village 
was for a time known as 
Chah-Deraz, meaning “long 
well.” Yousef, however, dis-
liked the name and pro-
posed that the village be called Mesr, or Egypt. Ac-
cording to local accounts, 
the name had a symbol-
ic connection to his own 
name and the story of Jo-

seph and the land of Egypt, 
and the proposal was ac-
cepted by the residents.
One of the most inter-
esting aspects of Mesr’s 
history is the foresight of 
its founder in planning 
the village. When the set-
tlement was still small, 
Yousef ordered the con-
struction of a wide street 
at least 500 meters long 
and a boulevard about 50 
meters wide. According to 
local accounts, he predict-
ed that the village would 
eventually become a busy 
and well-known destina-
tion. The large number of 
domestic and international 
visitors arriving today can 

be seen as the fulfillment 
of that prediction. Part of the Iranian film So Far, So Close was also filmed in 
the village’s historic fabric.
Mesr’s desert environ-
ment, combined with its 
silence and clear night 
skies, provides opportuni-
ties for a variety of tourism 
activities. Desert excur-
sions, camel riding, safaris 
and controlled motorbike 
rides are among the expe-
riences available to visi-
tors. The area’s tranquility 
and distance from urban 
pollution have also made 
Mesr an appealing des-
tination for experiential 
tourism and those seek-

ing relaxation and contact 
with nature.
Astronomical tourism is 
another major attraction 
of the village. Its dark 
skies, lack of light pollu-
tion and favorable atmo-
spheric conditions have 
made Mesr a destination 
of interest for astronomers 
and night-sky photogra-
phers. In recent years, 
specialized meetings and 
programs focusing on as-
tronomical tourism have 
also been held in the area.
Alongside its natural at-
tractions, handicrafts and 
intangible cultural heri-
tage play an important role 
in Mesr’s cultural identity. 

Zilu weaving, Giveh mak-
ing, mat weaving using 
palm leaves and the pro-
duction of clothing from 
camel wool are among the 
traditional arts and skills that remain significant 
in the area. In addition 
to their economic value, these products reflect local 
knowledge and the com-
munity’s adaptation to the 
desert environment.
The growth of tourism 
in Mesr has been closely 
linked to local commu-
nity participation. About 
90 percent of the village’s 
residents are directly 
or indirectly involved in 
tourism activities, while 
ecotourism lodges form 
an important part of the 
local economy. Tradition-
al houses retaining their 
adobe and mud-brick 
architecture and central 
courtyards have been con-
verted into guesthouses, 
many of them operated by 
local families. In addition 
to generating income for 
households, these accom-
modations provide visi-
tors with opportunities to 
experience local food, cus-
toms and ways of life.
The expansion of eco-
tourism has also helped 
preserve the village’s his-
toric fabric and reduce 

migration from the area. 
Tourism accommodations, 
camps and handicraft 
workshops operate under official licenses and reg-
ulations, forming part of 
efforts to organize and de-
velop tourism in the desert 
destination.Environmental sustain-
ability is another import-
ant component of Mesr’s 
submission for evaluation 
by UN Tourism. To reduce 
plastic use and support the 
local economy, environ-
mentally friendly packag-
ing has been designed for 
handicrafts, local prod-
ucts and livestock-derived 
goods. A women’s associ-
ation has also been estab-
lished to help empower 
women, promote house-
hold products and increase 
their participation in the 
tourism value chain.The launch of an official bi-
lingual website in Persian and English is another ini-
tiative aimed at introduc-
ing Mesr’s natural attrac-
tions, cultural heritage and 
licensed accommodations 
to domestic and interna-
tional visitors.
The combination of des-
ert landscapes, traditional 
architecture, handicrafts, 
astronomical tourism, ec-
otourism accommodations 
and extensive local partic-
ipation has distinguished 
Mesr among Iran’s rural 
tourism destinations. If 
the village is included in 
the Best Tourism Villages 
List in 2026, the recogni-
tion could draw further 
attention to the potential 
of sustainable tourism in 
Iran’s desert regions — ar-
eas that continue to pre-
serve not only distinctive 
natural attractions but also 
valuable cultural heritage 
and traditional ways of life.

The historic areas of the Nasar and Esfanjan neighborhoods in Semnan have been officially 
added to Iran’s National Heri-
tage List after completing the 
required legal procedures, 
opening a new chapter in ef-
forts to preserve and reinter-
pret the city’s historical identity.
The registration was formally notified by Seyyed Reza Salehi 
Amiri, minister of Cultural Her-
itage, Tourism and Handicrafts, 
to Semnan Governor-General 
Mohammad-Javad Kolivand.According to IRNA, Nasar and Esfanjan are located in the cen-
tral part of Semnan’s historic 
fabric, around which several of 
the city’s most prominent his-
toric monuments and elements 
have developed. These include 
the Jaame Mosque, its approx-
imately 1,000-year-old mina-
ret, Imam Mosque, also known 
as the Soltani Mosque, and the 
historic bazaar of Semnan.
Covering approximately 55 
hectares, the registered area 
encompasses part of the histor-
ic core of Semnan. Its inclusion 
on the National Heritage List 
provides a legal framework for 

protecting its historical and 
cultural values, safeguarding its 
valuable urban fabric, and plan-
ning for its proper restoration 
and revitalization.Nasar and Esfanjan historic 
area contains a collection of 
valuable historical and cultural 
monuments and elements, with 
the surviving remains dating 
from various periods, including 
the Ghaznavid and Seljuk eras 
through the contemporary pe-
riod.
The registration as an import-
ant step toward preserving the 
city’s historical identity for fu-

ture generations.
The heritage registration is also 
considered an important mea-
sure for protecting Semnan’s 
historic legacy and strength-
ening its potential for cultural 
tourism. However, safeguarding 
the area will require the partici-
pation of local residents.
The shrine of Hazrat Yahya ibn 
Musa (PBUH) is also located in central Semnan, in the Esfanjan 
neighborhood. Its location with-
in the old urban fabric and near 
Imam Mosque and Jaame Mosque 
gives the area particular histori-cal and cultural significance.

The presence of such monu-
ments alongside historic and religious routes highlights Es-
fanjan’s role in Semnan’s his-
torical urban structure and its 
connection with some of the 
most important elements de-fining the city’s historic identity.
The registration of the 55-hect-are Nasar and Esfanjan area on 
Iran’s National Heritage List 
not only strengthens the rec-
ognized historical status of the 
two neighborhoods but also 
makes it possible to apply con-
servation regulations and devel-
op more coordinated plans for 

protecting the historic fabric.
The measure could pave the 
way for the gradual restoration 
of historic buildings and pas-
sageways, improvement of the 
area’s physical environment and 
greater use of Semnan’s cultural tourism potential. Realizing this 
potential, however, will require 
coordination among the respon-
sible authorities and active par-
ticipation by residents of the 
historic area.
Semnan’s historic fabric, with 
its collection of old neighbor-
hoods, bazaar, mosques, Tekye-
hs, historic houses and other 

architectural and cultural ele-
ments, is regarded as one of the 
city’s most important historical 
and tourism assets. The regis-tration of Nasar and Esfanjan 
marks another step toward pro-
tecting this valuable heritage.
Semnan’s historical importance 
also stems from its position be-tween the major regions of Rey, 
Qumis and Tabaristan. During 
the early Islamic centuries, the 
city gradually developed from a 
relatively small settlement into 
an important regional center, 
particularly from the 10th cen-
tury onward. Its location along 
routes connecting central Iran 
with the Caspian provinces and 
Khorasan helped sustain its 
economic and administrative 
importance through successive 
dynasties. 
Historical accounts also record 
periods of destruction and re-
building, including the Mongol 
invasion in the early 13th cen-
tury, after which Semnan grad-
ually recovered and regained its 
regional prominence. This long 
history of continuity and change 
forms an important backdrop 
to understanding the historic 
neighborhoods that survive in 
the city today.
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Iranian Foreign Minister Ab-
bas Araghchi said Thursday 
that women entrepreneurs 
and female heads of house-
holds are helping showcase 
Iran’s productive capacity, 
creativity and ingenuity to 
foreign visitors while foster-
ing closer human and cultur-
al ties, as he visited a charity 
exhibition in Tehran.
Araghchi made the remarks 
during his visit to the 16th 
Charity Exhibition of the 
Diplomatic Ladies Associa-
tion, held at the Abgineh Hall 
in the capital on September 
3. The two-day event, which 
opened a day earlier, brought 
together Iranian entrepre-
neurs and artisans along-
side members of Tehran’s 
diplomatic community, Mehr 
News Agency reported.
The exhibit ion featured 
products from leading Irani-
an businesses and producers 

in handicrafts, clothing, gold 
and jewelry, food and con-
fectionery. Proceeds from 
the event are being directed 
toward charitable causes.
Araghchi described the ex-
hibition as an expression of 
“solidarity,” social responsi-
bility and support for Iranian 
capabilities.
He said the participation of 
women entrepreneurs and 

female heads of households 
had strengthened ties be-
tween the diplomatic com-
munity and Iranian produc-
ers while offering foreign 
guests a closer look at the 
country’s creative and pro-
ductive potential.
A symbolic reconstruction of 
a school in Minab was also 
displayed along the route to 
the exhibition. Araghchi said 

the installation commemo-
rated children who lost their 
lives at the school and helped 
visitors understand the cir-
cumstances surrounding the 
incident.
“I sincerely thank” the Wom-
en’s Diplomatic Association, 
organizers, entrepreneurs, 
the Imam Khomeini Relief 
Foundation and all those 
involved, Araghchi said, ex-
pressing hope that such ini-
tiatives would promote a cul-
ture of philanthropy, support 
people in need and expand 
equal opportunities for Ira-
nian children.
The opening ceremony was 
attended by government 
spokeswoman Fatemeh Mo-
hajerani, Zahra Pezeshkian 
and Arezou Ahmadvand, wife 
of the foreign minister and 
head of the Women’s Diplo-
matic Association. Several 
foreign ambassadors accred-
ited to Tehran also attended 
with their spouses.

FM: Women entrepreneurs 

showcase Iran’s creative  

potential, foster cultural ties
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Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi (C) visits the 16th Charity Exhibition 

of the Diplomatic Ladies Association at Abgineh Hall in Tehran, Iran, September 

3, 2026. 
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Iran’s Ministry of Cultural Heritage, Tourism 
and Handicrafts registered Sangak bread on 
the country’s national intangible cultural 
heritage list and will pursue its inscription 
on UNESCO’s global list, Alireza Izadi, direc-
tor general of the ministry’s National and 
World Heritage Registration Department, 
said.
The registration follows an expert review by 
the National Council for Intangible Heritage 
and is intended to safeguard the traditional 
knowledge, skills and cultural practices sur-
rounding one of Iran’s most enduring staple 
foods, IRNA reported.
“Sangak” is traditionally baked on a bed of 
heated pebbles, a distinctive method that 
has remained embedded in Iranian daily life across generations. Its cultural significance 
extends beyond the bread itself to dough 

preparation, baking techniques, special-
ist tools and the knowledge passed down 
among traditional bakers.
The oldest known written reference cited in 
the registration dossier appears in the Bor-
han-e Qate dictionary, compiled by Khalaf Tabrizi in 1062 AH, which defines Sangak as 
a type of bread baked on hot stones. Izadi 
also pointed to oral traditions and historical 
accounts that associate the bread’s origins 
with the Sasanian era or earlier periods.

Iran registers Sangak bread  

as national intangible heritage,  

eyes UNESCO listing 

 
Iran has brought 1,150 books to the 
27th Baghdad International Book 
Fair, which opened Wednesday in 
the Iraqi capital with more than 600 
publishers from 28 countries, as 
Prime Minister Ali al-Zeidi described 
Baghdad as a continuing hub for cul-
ture and intellectual exchange.
The 10-day fair, running through 
September 2, features Iran’s Book 
and Literature House on behalf of 
the Ministry of Culture and Islamic 
Guidance’s cultural affairs deputy. 
Its pavilion brings together works 
spanning Iranian history and art, lit-
erature, children’s and young adult 
books, women’s studies, psychology, 
resistance, Islamic jurisprudence, 
Qur’anic editions, Persian-language 
instruction, tourism and Iranology, 
IRNA reported.
The display is designed to introduce 
Arabic-speaking readers to the 
breadth of Iran’s literary and intel-
lectual output while opening up fur-
ther opportunities for publishing 
and cultural cooperation between 
the two neighboring countries.
At the opening ceremony, attended 
by Iraqi Culture, Tourism and Antiq-
uities Minister Sarwa Abdulwahid, 
Baghdad Governor Atwan al-Atwani 
and Iraqi Publishers Union Presi-

dent Abdulwahab al-Radhi, al-Zeidi 
said the event carried a message 
that Baghdad remains a “qibla of 
culture,” a beacon of thought and a 
guardian of the written word.
Iran’s participation also includes 
a seminar examining Iranian-Iraqi 
cultural relations through the per-
spective of the martyred Leader of 
the Islamic Revolution, Ayatollah 
Seyyed Ali Khamenei. Three Iraqi 
academics and an Iranian scholar 
are scheduled to discuss the two 
countries’ shared historical and civi-
lizational ties and Khamenei’s views 
on their cultural potential.
Publishers from across the Middle 
East and North Africa, including 
Egypt, Lebanon, Syria, Jordan, Sau-
di Arabia, Kuwait, the UAE, Qatar, 
Oman, Bahrain, Morocco, Algeria 
and Libya, as well as Turkey and Pal-
estine, are taking part in the Bagh-
dad event.

Baghdad book fair  

displays Iran’s literature 

Iran will showcase its cultural and artistic 
heritage across four Russian cities this Oc-
tober, with Culture Minister Abbas Salehi 
expected to attend alongside 168 Iranian artists and cultural figures, Iranian Ambas-
sador to Moscow Kazem Jalali said Friday in 
Moscow.
The program will take place in Moscow, St. 
Petersburg, Kazan and Astrakhan, building 
on reciprocal cultural exchanges between 
Iran and Russia. Jalali said the delegation’s 
size was chosen to commemorate 168 Ira-
nian students who were killed at a school in 
Minab on February 28.

Held under the banner “Minab’s Story in the 
Russian Land, a Gift of Friendship and Resis-
tance,” the events will combine exhibitions, performances, film screenings, academic fo-
rums and sports programs. Organizers also 
plan business-oriented meetings aimed at 
bringing together Iranian and Russian cul-
tural and creative-industry professionals.
The National Orchestra of Iran will head-
line the artistic program, performing in St. 
Petersburg before appearing at Moscow’s 
Bolshoi Theatre. Visual-art exhibitions will 
feature calligraphy, miniature painting, pho-
tography, sculpture, handicrafts, Persian 
carpets, cuisine, fashion and other facets of 
Iranian culture.

Iran’s Cultural Days in Russia  

to bring together 168 artists
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