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Iran’s historical heritage, cultural legacy 
and tourism potential have become key 
instruments of the country’s soft power 
and public diplomacy, Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Esmaeil Baqaei said Tuesday, 
September 15, at a senior cultural diplo-
macy course in Tehran.
Speaking at the course titled ‘Iran in the 
Mirror of the World: Heritage Diploma-
cy, Culture and Civilizational Narrative,’ 
held at the Ministry of Cultural Heritage, 
Tourism and Handicrafts’ Fajr Hall, Baqaei 
called for a strategic approach to present-
ing Iran’s history and civilization to inter-
national audiences. The program brought 
together specialists in diplomacy, media 
and cultural cooperation, along with min-
istry managers and provincial representa-
tives, CHTN reported.
Baqaei said the nature of modern conflict 
has changed, making cultural diplomacy 
increasingly important. Tourism, he not-
ed, should no longer be viewed solely 

through an economic lens but also as a 
means of conveying an authentic image of 
Iran and strengthening social resilience.
“War today is not fought only on the mili-
tary battlefield,” Baqaei said, arguing that 
political and media narratives often pre-
cede military confrontations and seek to 
shape perceptions of a country.
He said Iran’s historical identity had also 
become part of what he described as the 
contemporary “war of narratives,” par-
ticularly amid recent tensions with the 
United States.
“When we speak about Iranian civiliza-
tion, we are speaking about part of the 
identity and historical memory of a na-
tion,” Baqaei said.
He urged cultural institutions to draw 
more systematically on Iran’s archaeo-
logical, architectural and artistic heritage 
to communicate the country’s history to 
global audiences. Historical monuments 
and cultural sites, he said, should be re-
garded not merely as tourism attractions 
but as strategic national assets.

“Today, these works have become a com-
ponent of power for the country,” he said, 
describing Iran’s heritage as an important 
element of its soft power.
Baqaei also placed the Iranian people at 
the center of the country’s cultural diplo-
macy. “Iran’s treasure is the Iranian peo-
ple,” he said, stressing the importance of 
connecting public participation with the 
country’s civilizational narrative.
The spokesman said a stronger link be-
tween Iran’s people, heritage and public 
diplomacy could help present a more 
grounded picture of the country interna-
tionally.
The one-day course was organized by the 
Center for International Affairs and Diplo-
macy of the Ministry of Cultural Heritage, 

Tourism and Handicrafts, in cooperation 
with several ministry departments. Its 
focus was on strengthening strategic ap-
proaches to Iran’s cultural heritage and 
civilizational narrative in international 
engagement.

Baqaei called for the protection and pre-
sentation of Iran’s heritage to be given a 
central place in public diplomacy, describ-
ing it as an asset that belongs not only to 
the past but also contributes to how Iran 
is represented in the contemporary world.

Iran turns heritage into force for 
cultural diplomacy: FM spox

An exhibition of paintings by 
children from Minab opened 
on September 15, at the United 
Nations headquarters in Geneva, 
bringing the colorful visions of 
young Iranian artists to an inter-
national audience following the 
deadly attack on their school, 
according to Iran’s Permanent 
Mission in Geneva.
Titled ‘Children of Minab Still 
Draw the Sun’, the weeklong 
exhibition features works by pu-
pils of Shajareh Tayebeh Prima-
ry School in Minab, Hormuzgan 
Province. Some paintings were 
recovered from the rubble of 
the school after the February 28, 
US-Israeli strike, IRNA reported.
The exhibition portrays the ex-
periences of children whose or-
dinary school days were abruptly 

disrupted by war. More than 168 
pupils, teachers and school staff 
and their loved ones were killed 
or affected in the attack, accord-
ing to a later UN account.
The display was organized in 
connection with the Interna-
tional Day to Protect Education 
from Attack, observed annually 
on September 9. The UN estab-
lished the day to promote the 
protection of schools, students 
and teachers and uphold chil-
dren’s right to education during 

armed conflict.
The paintings offer an unvar-
nished glimpse into how chil-
dren see their world, with bright 
colors and simple forms carrying 
memories of school, friendship 
and dreams.
“Children still draw the sun,” the 
exhibition title declares, turning 
a childlike image into a testa-
ment to resilience.
The exhibition’s introduction de-
scribes a school as more than a 
building, calling it a place “where 
dreams are formed, friendships 
are forged, and the future takes 
its first steps.”
By bringing the Minab children’s 
artwork to the UN, the exhibition 
places their personal memories 
within a wider international con-
versation about protecting edu-
cation and preserving childhood 
amid conflict.

 
Iran’s Minister of Cultural Her-
itage, Tourism and Handicrafts 
Reza Salehi-Amiri called for 
greater local authority and pri-
vate-sector participation in tour-
ism development during a meet-
ing with academics, experts and 
tourism and handicrafts activists 
in western Semnan Province on 
Tuesday.
Salehi-Amiri said the govern-
ment was pursuing economic 
priorities while supporting the 
armed forces and safeguarding 
the country’s interests through 
diplomacy, CHTN reported.
He acknowledged the pressure of 
inflation and rising prices, saying 
the government was working to 
address public needs under diffi-
cult economic conditions.
He described social capital as 
the country’s “greatest asset” 
and said public participation 
was essential to national devel-

opment. The government, he 
added, should transfer executive 
responsibilities to local commu-
nities, private businesses and 
civil society organizations.
The minister also called for fur-
ther decentralization, saying pro-
vincial authorities should be em-
powered to resolve local issues 
rather than referring decisions 
to Tehran. He urged officials in 
Semnan to use their expanded 
authority to address heritage 
and tourism needs in Garmsar, 
Aradan and Eyvanekey.
Salehi-Amiri identified western 
Semnan as a promising tourism 
destination, particularly because 
of its proximity to central Iran.

He said Garmsar and Aradan 
could become major tourism 
hubs with a clear development 
roadmap and targeted invest-
ment.
He highlighted desert tourism 
sites including Qasr-e Bahram, 
the Salt Lake, Mount Dragon, 
historic sites and the ancient 
stone-paved road. The road, he 
said, could become a candidate 
for UNESCO World Heritage sta-
tus once its nomination dossier 
is prepared.
The minister outlined six poten-
tial tourism pillars for Garmsar 
and Aradan: historic roads and 
caravanserais; deserts and wild-
life; astronomy and night skies; 
salt and geotourism; local cul-
tures and handicrafts; and rural 
and culinary tourism.
More than 36.6 million domes-
tic trips were recorded during 
Nowruz 1405, he said, under-
scoring the scale of Iran’s domes-
tic tourism market.

Minab children’s paintings put wartime memories 
on display at UN Geneva

Minister urges local control to unlock tourism potential in Semnan

Two straits, one ...
Bab al-Mandeb, Hormuz gave 
intertwined fates
Yemen’s battlefield has shifted from a two-way 

dispute into a lineup pitting 
the US, Israel, Saudi Arabia, 

and their allies against one another, each claim-
ing its own stake. After Iran called for an Oman 
meeting on a new mechanism for the Strait of 
Hormuz, the American lobby urged Saudi Arabia 
to hold off, hoping to use the Bab al-Mandeb card 
as leverage there. Lacking Arab consensus, and 
amid Saudi anger at Tehran over the Houthi “re-
sistance front” eroding Riyadh’s grip on Yemen, 
the Persian Gulf Arab states postponed the criti-
cal Hormuz meeting.
This deadlock coincided with renewed Houthi 
missile and drone attacks on Saudi targets. 
Tehran-backed militias in Iraq also forced Saudi 
Arabia to shut a critical east-west pipeline that 
had become Riyadh’s stand-in export route after 
Iran rendered Hormuz effectively inaccessible. 
That shutdown, the postponed meeting, and the 
Houthis’ seizure of Yemen’s Red Sea coast giving 
them Bab al-Mandeb too combined to push oil 
past $108 a barrel.
 
Three scenarios
While global attention stays fixed on Iran and 
Israel, Yemen’s humanitarian crisis keeps deep-
ening without commensurate funding as if ev-
eryone is waiting for Saudi Arabia to finish the 

job with US backing. Three scenarios stand out:
1. Gradual escalation toward full-scale war (most 
likely, short term). Every military move is met with 
a counter-move, with no deterrent breaking the 
cycle. Analysts like Ahmed Nagi of the Interna-
tional Crisis Group warn that while a window 
for containment remains, each step narrows it. 
The Houthis’ capture of the western coast, UN 
warnings of the highest war risk since 2022, and 
resumed Red Sea attacks all point this way like-
ly toward a longer war of attrition, since neither 
side will simply collapse.
2. Local containment, a return to “no war, no 
peace” (likely, medium term). With active Omani-UN 
mediation and a Saudi Arabia reluctant to fully 
re-enter the war after bearing its costs for years, 
the parties may settle back into a fragile equilib-
rium resembling 2022-2026, without a formal 
ceasefire but with reduced intensity. Saudi Ara-
bia has so far avoided large-scale ground opera-
tions, mostly reacting instead.
3. De facto fragmentation of Yemen (background 
structural risk). The STC’s collapse in winter 2025-
2026 exposed how fragile the anti-Houthi coa-
lition is. Analysts like Abdulsalam Mohammed 
suggest Yemen could drift toward fragmentation 
instead of renewed centralized war: the north 
under Houthi control, the south riven by rival-
ry between separatists and the central govern-
ment, and peripheral areas held by local groups 
or al-Qaeda entrenching an unstable status quo 
for years.
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Iranian Foreign Ministry spokesman Esmaeil Baqaei 
speaks during a senior cultural diplomacy course in 
Tehran, Iran, September 15, 2026.
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