
Iran’s largest trade delegation in seven 
years in Russia, eyeing trade expansion

Iran has sent its largest trade del-
egation to Russia in seven years, 
with more than 300 businesspeo-
ple from 18 provinces traveling 
to take part in two international 
exhibitions and discuss ways to 
expand bilateral trade, Iranian 
officials said.
The delegation is attending the 

International Food and Beverage 
Exhibition in Moscow and the 
International Fisheries and Aqua-
culture Exhibition in St. Peters-
burg, IRNA reported.
The businesspeople met on Tues-
day with Iran's ambassador to 
Russia, the governors of Yazd and 
Bushehr provinces, and the heads 
of Iran's Fisheries Organization 
and Veterinary Organization to 

discuss practical ways to boost 
trade between the two countries.
Iranian Ambassador to Russia Ka-
zem Jalali said Iranian business-
people, who contribute to domes-
tic production and exports, had 
demonstrated their commitment 
to the country in practice.
Referring to regional and global 
developments, Jalali said there 
was now a valuable opportunity 

to strengthen trade between Teh-
ran and Moscow.
Jalali cited the full development 
and operation of the International 
North-South Transport Corridor 
and the transfer of Russian gas 
to Iran as projects that, he said, 
could sustain the two countries’ 
trade relations for decades.
The National Iranian Gas Com-
pany and Russian gas producer 
Gazprom signed a 30-year deal 
last June to transfer Russian gas 
to Iran. Under the agreement, 
Iran will receive up to 55 billion 
cubic meters of gas a year through 
a new pipeline that Moscow plans 
to build across the Caspian Sea.
Jalali also welcomed the estab-
lishment of an Iranian trade of-
fice in Russia by a private-sector 
company and expressed hope that 
the move would accelerate the ex-
pansion of trade between the two 
countries.

Strengthening provincial 
diplomacy
Yazd Governor Mohammadreza 
Babaei said at the gathering that 
the province’s delegation to Rus-
sia was aimed at strengthening 
provincial diplomacy and de-
scribed the foreign policy estab-
lishment’s approach as a valuable 
initiative.
He highlighted Yazd’s production 

capabilities and said the province 
produces more than 900 types of 
goods, some of which are made 
for export beyond domestic 
needs.
Babaei said the province’s capaci-
ty to produce 140 materials used 
in the construction industry, as 
well as greenhouse products, of-
fered opportunities to expand ex-
ports to other countries, including 
Russia.

Private sector seen as key 
to expanding trade
Hamzeh Rostampour, head of 
Iran’s Fisheries Organization, said 
that Iranian traders’ role in meet-
ing Russia’s needs could provide 
an opportunity to support domes-
tic production and the economy.
“If we want sustainable trade re-
lations with Russia, we must see 
a prominent role for the private 
sector,” Rostampour said, adding 
that non-governmental operators 
were already leading the way in 
fisheries and achieving high levels 
of output in fisheries and aquatic 
products.
The deputy agriculture minister 
said the participation of more 
than 300 Iranian businesspeople 
from different provinces in the 
two international exhibitions in 
Russia, along with Iran’s national 
pavilion at the International Fish-

eries and Aquaculture Exhibition 
in St. Petersburg, showed that 
producers and economic opera-
tors were actively supporting the 
country.

Food security committee
Vahid Salehi, deputy agriculture 
minister and head of Iran’s Veter-
inary Organization, said the min-
istry had established a high-level 
advisory committee on resilience 
and policymaking in food security.
He invited producers and other 
economic operators to join the 
committee and offer their pro-
posals for strengthening the coun-
try’s economy.
Several businesspeople raised 
concerns, shared their views and 
proposed solutions at the meet-
ing.
During the trip, members of the 
large Iranian trade delegation 
will also hold talks with Russian 
government and private-sector 
officials on ways to remove obsta-
cles and expand economic coop-
eration, in addition to attending 
the two international exhibitions.
The International Food and Bev-
erage Exhibition in Russia will be 
held in Moscow from Sept. 15 to 
18, while the International Fish-
eries and Aquaculture Exhibition 
will take place in St. Petersburg 
from Sept. 16 to 18.
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Somar border crossing with Iraq reopens after temporary closure

Iran’s Somar border crossing 
with Iraq in Kermanshah Prov-
ince reopened on Tuesday af-
ter a temporary closure by the 
Iraqi side, with commercial 
activity and exports resuming, 
a local official said.
“The Somar border crossing, 
which was temporarily closed 
by the Iraqi side, reopened on 
Tuesday morning for commer-
cial and economic activity,” 
said Heshmat Rezaei, governor 
of Gilan-e Gharb.
“Exports of goods are current-
ly underway through this bor-
der,” he said.
Around 300 trucks carrying 

export goods are now travel-
ing through the Somar cross-
ing each day, with major ship-
ments including dried fruits, 
construction materials, tiles 
and perishable goods, Rezaei 
said.
Kermanshah Province shares 
more than 371 km of border 
with Iraq, and nearly $3 billion 
worth of goods are exported 
through its border crossings 
each year, according to the re-
port.
The reopening of Somar fol-
lows Iraq’s closure on Satur-
day of several border cross-
ings, including Shalamcheh 
and Chazabeh in Khuzestan 
Province, after a drone attack 

on Saudi Arabia’s East-West 
oil pipeline from Iraqi terri-
tory. The move led to a 25% 
increase in the cost of trans-
porting goods, according to 
the report.
The governor of Khuzestan 
Province said on Monday that 
passenger terminals at the two 
crossings had reopened.
Meanwhile, Shahla Amouri, 
head of the Ahvaz Chamber of 
Commerce, said commercial 
activity at the Chazabeh cross-
ing would resume at 6 a.m. on 
Thursday, based on an official 
notification from the Iraqi side.
According to the Iraqi side, 
commercial activity and cargo 
transportation at Chazabeh 

will resume at 6 a.m. on Thurs-
day after technical measures 
are completed, operational 
procedures are organized and 
the relevant systems are up-
dated, Amouri said.
Commercial activity at the 
Shalamcheh crossing resumed 
at 6 a.m. on Monday, and trade 
through the crossing is now 
underway, Amouri added.
The temporary suspension of 
commercial activity has caused 
heavy congestion of trucks car-
rying export goods bound for 
Iraq in the Chazabeh border 
area, she said. The trucks will 
remain at the border until the 
commercial section officially 
reopens.

Despite the temporary re-
striction, trade between Iran 
and Iraq has not come to a 
complete halt, Amouri said, 

adding that activity at other 
border crossings between the 
two countries has continued 
around the clock.
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BRICS summit opened new avenues 
for economic cooperation: Minister

Iranian Economy Minis-
ter Ali Madanizadeh said 
on Tuesday that the 18th 
BRICS Summit in New 
Delhi, held on Sept. 12-13, 
had opened new avenues 
for economic cooperation, 
with Iran reaching under-
standings with member 
and participating coun-
tries on cooperation in 
various economic fields.
Madanizadeh gave an 
account of his visits to 
Russia and India, IRNA 
reported. “At the BRICS 
leaders’  summit and 
in the understandings 
reached at the meeting, 
we received very positive 
feedback from the leaders 
of BRICS member coun-
tries, as well as in meet-
ings with the countries 
attending the summit, 

where useful areas of co-
operation in various eco-
nomic fields were agreed 
upon.”
Madanizadeh said an-
other outcome of the trip 
was laying the ground-
work for interaction with 
BRICS banks, including 
Russian banks.
“These agreements will 
certainly help the private 
sector and the country’s 
economy.”
Before traveling to India, 
Madanizadeh made a sev-
eral-day visit to Moscow 
for bilateral and multilat-
eral consultations.

On the sidelines of his vis-
it to India, Madanizadeh 
met with Dilma Rousseff, 
president of the New De-
velopment Bank (NDB), to 
discuss the institution’s 
capacity to expand eco-
nomic cooperation and 
finance development 
projects.
The talks covered the 
NDB’s capacity to finance 
infrastructure and sus-
tainable development 
projects, mobilize re-
sources for economic 
plans and strengthen 
financial cooperation 
among member countries 
and emerging economies.
The NDB finances infra-
structure and sustainable 
development projects in 
member countries and 
other emerging econo-
mies through various fi-
nancial instruments.
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