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Iraqi Kurdish leader Bafel 
Talabani said on Tuesday 
that Iraq and the Kurd-
istan Region would not 
allow their territory to 
be used to threaten Iran’s 
security, as Tehran and 
Baghdad step up efforts 
to implement a bilateral 
security agreement and 
disarm armed groups op-
posed to Iran.
Talabani, head of the Pa-
triotic Union of Kurdistan 
(PUK), made the remarks 
during a meeting in Teh-
ran with Iranian Foreign 
Minister Abbas Araghchi, 
where he led a delegation 
of senior PUK officials, 
IRNA reported.
“Iraq and the Kurdistan 
Region of Iraq will nev-
er allow the territory of 
this country to become 
a haven for harming and 
threatening the security of 
regional countries, espe-
cially the Islamic Republic 
of Iran,” Talabani said.
He stressed the need for 
cooperation between Iran 
and Iraq to implement 
their security agreement 
and disarm armed groups 
opposed to Iran.
Araghchi, referring to 
the activities of terror-
ist groups along the two 
countries’ borders, also 
called for greater security 
cooperation to protect the 
frontier.

The top diplomat said 
Tehran was ready to 
build up economic and 
trade ties with the Kurd-
istan Region, particularly 
the city of Sulaimaniyah, 
while strengthening se-
curity cooperation and ef-
forts to combat terrorism.
Araghchi also warned of 
attempts to create divi-
sions among neighboring 
countries.
“Our Kurdish friends and 
all countries in the region 
should be vigilant against 
false-flag tricks designed 
to create divisions among 
neighbors,” he said.
Talabani described rela-
tions between Iran, Iraq 
and the Kurdistan Region 

as historic and friendly, 
saying the PUK wanted to 
strengthen cooperation 
with Iran in political, se-
curity, economic and trade 
fields.
He called Iran “the stron-
gest and ever-present sup-
porter of the Iraqi people”.
The issue of armed groups 
based in Iraq’s Kurdis-
tan Region has taken on 
added importance during 
the war the US and Israel 
waged against Iran in late 
February.
Iranian forces have re-
peatedly pounded US 
bases in the Kurdistan 
Region, as well as bases of 
Iranian Kurdish separatist 
groups and their weapons 

depots, with missiles and 
drones.
US President  Donald 
Trump has acknowledged 
sending arms to Kurdish 
separatist forces in the 
region to prepare for a 
ground invasion on Iran 
from its western border 
after the outbreak of the 
war. The planned attack 
never took place.
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War on Iran damaged hundreds 
of US facilities, depleted key 
munitions: Pentagon

 
The Pentagon’s inspector general has 
released the first formal assessment 
of losses and operational disruptions 
caused by the war on Iran, reporting 
that Iranian strikes damaged or de-
stroyed hundreds of buildings and 
structures at US military bases across 
the region and caused shortages of key 
munitions.
The special report, covering the pe-
riod from February 28 through June 
30, said Iranian strikes damaged or 
destroyed hundreds of buildings and 
structures at US bases in Kuwait, Bah-
rain, Qatar, the UAE, Saudi Arabia, Iraq, 
Oman, and Jordan, citing communica-
tions with US Central Command (CENT-
COM).
It also acknowledged the depletion of 
key US munition stockpiles during the 
war, while noting that earlier attacks 
had destroyed critical military assets, 
including missile-defense radar instal-
lations.
The report said the Iranian strikes 
forced CENTCOM to alter the way US 
forces operate across the region, as the 
command “shifted personnel, assets 
and storage facilities” in response to 
attacks by Iran and allied forces.
Among the changes was the with-
drawal of US Army medical evacuation 
helicopters from Iraq and Kuwait. As 
a result, “most medical evacuations 
have been carried out by ground … to 
local treatment facilities,” according to 
the report.
The destruction of the US Navy’s re-
gional hub in Bahrain also created 
“significant challenges” in establish-
ing adequate naval bases and support 
ports, the inspector general said. The 
situation prompted the US military to 
turn the remote Indian Ocean island 
of Diego Garcia into a sea logistics hub, 
extending resupply cycles to between 
14 and 18 days.
The resulting intermittent shortages 
of supplies, along with disruptions to 
the US military’s regional mail system, 
further complicated the deployment of 
American forces to the Persian Gulf in 
support of air raids on Iran and, more 
recently, efforts to blockade Iranian 
ports.
The report warned that some of the 
changes to the US military presence in 
West Asia could become permanent, 

as American military and intelligence 
officials have discussed the possibility 
of long-term reductions in personnel 
and facilities across the region after 
the war.
The assessment, prepared jointly with 
the inspector general offices of the US 
State Department and the US Agency 
for International Development, also 
examined damage to US diplomatic 
facilities.
According to the report, Iranian re-
taliatory attacks caused some $184 
million in damage to US diplomatic fa-
cilities in West Asia. It did not provide 
an estimate of damage to US military 
installations.
In early March, two Iranian drones 
struck the US Embassy compound in 
Riyadh, causing extensive damage, in-
cluding to a CIA facility located there. 
Around the same time, a drone target-
ed the US consulate in Dubai, damag-
ing a utility building.
The US Embassy in Kuwait suspended 
operations completely in March after 
being struck and damaged by Iranian 
drones. It resumed emergency opera-
tions for US citizens in late June.
More than 600 attacks were reported 
against US facilities in Iraq, according 
to a senior State Department official 
cited in the report. The attacks caused 
approximately $157 million in damage, 
making Iraq the costliest site in terms 
of diplomatic losses.
The report said that between February 
23 and June 30, as many as 3,500 US 
diplomatic personnel were outside the 
region, while most US diplomatic posts 
were operating under authorized or 
ordered departure measures.
Within weeks of the war’s outbreak in 
February 28, the State Department or-
dered the departure of non-emergen-
cy personnel and all family members 
from Bahrain, Iraq, Jordan, Qatar, Sau-
di Arabia and the UAE as attacks on US 
diplomatic facilities intensified.
Most US diplomatic posts in the region 
remain under “restricted operations,” 
meaning staffing has not returned to 
normal.

Iran’s Foreign Minister Abbas 
Araghchi will visit Beijing 
this week and meet with his 
counterpart Wang Yi, Chi-
na’s foreign ministry said on 
Tuesday.
The two diplomats – who 
also met on the sidelines of 

the BRICS conference in Del-
hi last week –will hold talks 
on Wednesday, the ministry 
said, as Beijing seeks to me-
diate in Iran’s months-long 
war with the United States, 
AFP reported.
China is a top economic part-

ner of Iran, buying much of 
its oil output, and also an 
important diplomatic backer.
The talks between their for-
eign ministers come just one 
week before an expected trip 
by Chinese President Xi Jin-
ping to Washington, where 

he will meet President Don-
ald Trump.
The war in Iran will be a 
closely watched topic at that 
meeting, among other thorny 
issues ranging from trade to 
competition over artificial 
intelligence.
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The photo shows a damaged E-3 Sentry plane of 
the US military after a strike on Saudi Arabia's 
Prince Sultan Air Base in late March.

 REUTERS

Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas 
Araghchi (R) shakes hands with 
chief of the Patriotic Union of Iraq’s 
Kurdistan Bafel Talabani in Tehran, 
Iran on September 15, 2026.
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