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US cannot escape responsibility for war crimes 

by leaving UN rights council: Deputy FM
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‘Sacrifice for Iran’

Tehranis come out to show readiness 

to defend nation in mass drill  
2

Ansarullah advances 
pave way for talks

Ansarullah forces in Ye-

men have made signifi-

cant advances along the 

country’s western coast 

over the past week, cap-

turing the strategic port city of Mokha, located just 

north of Bab al-Mandab, as well as the Hanish Islands 

in the Red Sea and Mayun Island in the Bab al-Mandab 

Strait itself. The rapid advance is expected 

to have a significant impact on the re-

gional balance of power. According to 

Sabah Zanganeh, a regional affairs ex-

pert, the development will affect many 

countries, particularly those countries 

with interests in the Red Sea, and push 

them to negotiation and compromise 

with Ansarullah.

 

IRAN DAILY: What do Ansarullah’s recent advances in 
Yemen, and its growing ability to influence strategic ar-
eas and routes in the Red Sea and Bab al-Mandab, mean 
for the region’s security dynamics?
ZANGENEH: Ansarullah’s recent advances in Yemen have 

effectively strengthened its position inside the country and 

enhanced its standing among the various forces operating 

in central and southern Yemen. Its arrival in other areas of 

western Yemen has also strengthened its control over both 

the ports and islands located in the southwestern part of the 

country, increasing its capabilities. It can now more easily 

control the movement of both oil tankers and commercial 

vessels, prevent some vessels from passing and allow others 

to transit. Therefore, the development will affect the region’s 

overall economic and political equations and will play a deci-

sive role in commercial and economic interactions.

 

Given the importance of Bab al-Mandab for trade and 
energy transfers, what implications will the strength-
ening of Ansarullah’s position have for regional energy 
security and trade routes?
Strengthening Ansarullah’s position in western Yemen and 

the surrounding islands will increase its ability to control 

the movement of vessels, trade and oil exports. Each of the 

islands off western Yemen will serve as a strategic position 

from which the movement of vessels can be controlled with 

greater strength, and other countries as well as state and non-state forces, such as forces affiliated with Saudi Arabia 
or the UAE, will inevitably have to give Ansarullah a more 

prominent position in regional equations.

Naturally, Israel, the United States and Saudi Arabia itself 

will be affected by this expanded presence in western Ye-

men. This presence will cover both western Yemen and 

provinces such as Hadramout and Al-Mahrah, increasing 

Ansarullah’s ability to gain control over oil resources in 

these provinces as well as its ability to control and contain 

the ports of southern Yemen.

The alliances that Saudi Arabia had built in those areas, as well as the government that fled Sanaa and was established 
in Aden with Saudi backing, will all be affected by Ansarul-

lah’s power and capabilities. It is not unlike-

ly that some of these forces will either join 

Ansarullah directly or accept its superiority in managing the 

political and economic affairs of their areas.
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The combo shows volunteers taking part in a mass military exercise in Tehran on September 18, 2026.
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Iran’s Deputy Foreign Minister for 
Legal and International Affairs Ka-
zem Gharibabadi said on Friday the 
US cannot evade responsibility for 
war crimes it committed during its 
war on Iran by withdrawing from 
the UN Human Rights Council.
In a post on X on Friday, Gharibaba-
di said the international communi-
ty recognized that the US strikes on 
an elementary school in Minab and 
a sports arena in Lamerd, both in 
the south, were “clear war crimes,” 
rather than operational mistakes.
“History will not forget,” Gharib-
abadi wrote, referring to the Feb-
ruary 28 attacks on the Shajareh 
Tayyebeh Primary School, where 
168 people were killed, most of 
them children and the sports center 
where at least 21 people died and 
100 others sustained injuries.  
 His remarks came after US State 
Department announced on Thurs-
day that Washington had ended 
its membership and participation 

in the council, accusing the body 
of promoting what it called “an-
ti-American rhetoric” and adopting 
an overly accommodating approach 
toward governments it accused of 
repressing their populations.
The pullout followed a report by 
the  Independent  Internat ional 
Fact-Finding Mission on Iran, which 
examined US conduct during the 
war on the country that began on 
February 28, 2026.
The UN-backed mission said it had 
“reasonable grounds” to believe 
that US forces were responsible for 
two indiscriminate attacks on civil-
ians and civilian infrastructure that 
amounted to war crimes.
One of the incidents involved a 
Tomahawk missile strike on the el-
ementary school.
The mission said the school was a 
clearly identifiable civilian facility 
and found no evidence that it was 
being used for military purposes 
when it was attacked.
Investigators said features includ-
ing school signs,  child-oriented 

murals and playground areas clear-
ly identified it as an educational 
facility.
The mission concluded that the 
United States had failed to take all 
feasible measures to verify that the 
site was a military objective before 
launching the attack, and said the 
circumstances indicated conduct 
going beyond mere negligence.
The mission also examined Lamerd 
with investigators saying the use of 
precision-strike missiles that dis-
persed tungsten pellets resulted in 
an indiscriminate attack and consti-
tuted a war crime.
The report is to be presented to the 
UN Human Rights Council.
A US official cited by The New York 
Times confirmed that the missile 
used in the attack was the PrSM and 

that the weapon was being tested in 
combat for the first time.
Airwars, weapons experts and jour-
nalists analyzing verified video and 
the pattern of destruction found 
characteristics consistent with the 
missile, including an airburst and 

the dispersal of large numbers of 
high-speed tungsten pellets.
The analysis found that civilians 
were killed as far as 50 meters 
from the points of detonation and 
that damage extended substantially 
farther.

US cannot escape responsibility for war crimes 

by leaving UN rights council: Deputy FM

Speaker hails Russia, China veto to reject 

‘political abuse’ of UNSC against Iran
Parliament Speaker Mohammad 
Baqer Qalibaf said on Friday that 
the “unipolar order” had ended af-
ter Russia and China rejected the 
political abuse of the UN Security 
Council by the United States and 
its allies against Iran.
Russia and China killed a US-draft-
ed resolution seeking to extend 
the mandate of the UN Security 
Council’s Panel of Experts on Iran 
on Thursday.
“The unipolar order in which one 
side extracts concessions through 
force and coercion has ended,” Qa-
libaf wrote in a post on X.
“China and Russia’s vetoes reject-
ed the political abuse of the Se-curity Council and reaffirmed the 
rule of law. We must defend mul-
tilateralism; unilateralism serves 
no one’s interests,” he added, Press 
TV reported.
The resolution failed despite re-
ceiving 11 votes in favor. Somalia 
and Pakistan abstained, while 
Russia and China, two permanent 
members of the council, voted 
against it.
The Iranian mission to the Unit-
ed Nations in New York also wel-
comed the outcome, describing the 
US draft as a “politically motivat-
ed” attempt to revive the mandate 
of the Panel of Experts supporting 
the 1737 Committee.
The meeting was held under the 
“non-proliferation” agenda con-
cerning the activities of the 1737 
Sanctions Committee, after France 
used its September presidency of 
the Security Council to convene 
the session.The agenda was first approved in a 
procedural vote, which is not sub-
ject to a veto, before the council 
proceeded to the substantive vote.
Russia had objected to holding the 
meeting under the agenda item, 
noting that the council had already 
concluded its consideration of the 
Iranian nuclear issue and that the 
“non-proliferation” item had been 
removed from its agenda.
“The Security Council concluded 
its consideration of the Iranian nu-
clear issue, and the item non-pro-
liferation was removed from the 
list of matters of which the council 
is seized,” the Russian delegation 
told the chamber, asserting that 
Resolution 2231 expired on Oct. 

18, 2025, and therefore left no 
procedural or legal foundation for 
the meeting.
China aligned with Moscow’s posi-
tion and urged members to avoid 
“political confrontation and pres-
surization,” adding that respect for 
statutory expirations is essential 
to preserving multilateral credi-
bility and fostering dialogue.
The US-sponsored draft sought to 
extend the mandate of the Panel 
of Experts supporting the revived 
1737 Iran Sanctions Committee 
under Resolution 1929. The man-
date was due to expire on Septem-
ber 26.
The 1737 Sanctions Committee 
was established under Security 
Council Resolution 1737 of 2006 
and was tasked with submitting 
reports to the Council every 90 
days.
Before the 2015 adoption of the 
Joint Comprehensive Plan of Ac-
tion, endorsed by Security Coun-cil Resolution 2231, briefings on 
Iran’s nuclear issue were held 
every three months under the 
“non-proliferation” agenda.
Resolution 2231 suspended all 
previous Iran-related sanctions 
resolutions, including Resolution 
1737, effectively rendering the 
1737 Committee and its reporting 
requirements inactive.
Iran’s UN mission said Russia and China have “once again stood firm-
ly in defense of the UN Charter, 
international law, and the integ-
rity of the Council” and prevent-
ed “yet another cynical attempt 
by the United States and its allies 
to abuse the Security Council for 
their political purposes.”
Iran expressed its “deep” appreci-
ation to Russia and China for their 
“consistent and principled posi-
tions and decisive actions today.”
The mission also commended So-
malia and Pakistan for their “valu-
able positions and abstentions.”

Iran reiterated its longstanding 
position that Security Council Res-olution 2231 expired definitively 
on October 18, 2025.
It said that, from that date, all 
nuclear-related provisions, mea-
sures, restrictions and mecha-
nisms were permanently terminat-
ed, that the Security Council have 
concluded its consideration of the 
Iranian nuclear issue, and that the 
“Non-proliferation” agenda item 
have been removed.
In August 2025, France, Germany 
and Britain, the European parties 
to the JCPOA known as the E3, 
claimed to have activated the so-
called snapback mechanism to 
restore UN sanctions against Iran, 
despite their violations of the 
agreement.
However, Resolution 2231 formal-
ly expired on October 18, 2025, 
after which Tehran maintains that 
the UN no longer has legal effect or 
an executive mandate.
Accordingly, Iran maintains that 
the UNSC’s role under Resolution 2231 has definitively ended and 
that all nuclear-related provisions, 
measures and restrictions have 
permanently expired.
The vote came amid a US-Israe-
li-led campaign to revive illegal 
sanctions pressure on Iran after 
the Board of Governors of the In-
ternational Atomic Energy Agency 
(IAEA) referred Tehran to the UNSC last Thursday over falsified safe-
guards violations.
Iran rejected the move as politi-
cally motivated, stressing that its 
nuclear activities are exclusive-
ly peaceful and that the US and 
its European allies are using the 
Agency to advance political and 
military pressure after Washing-
ton’s withdrawal from the 2015 
nuclear agreement and its subse-
quent aggression against Iran.
Tehran also maintained that the 
Agency’s inability to verify certain 
activities resulted from the secu-
rity situation and the US-Israeli 
attacks on Iran’s peaceful nuclear 
facilities.
Russia and China rejected the 
IAEA referral, questioning its legal 
basis and warning that the nuclear 
issue should be resolved through 
diplomacy rather than pressure, 
sanctions or the UNSC.

 
Hundreds of thousands of people took to the 
streets of Tehran for a military exercise in a 
show of power to demonstrate public support 
for Iran and readiness to defend the country 
against foreign aggression.
The “Jan-Fadaye Iran” drill, meaning self-sac-rificing for Iran, began at 8 a.m. and continued 
into the afternoon, with organisers estimating 
that 500,000 people in attendance.
People from all walks life, dressed in military 
fatigues with some carrying weapons and 
some driving armored vehicles, marched 
from Imam Hossein Square towards the 
iconic Enghelab (revolution) Square in Tehran’s 
late-summer heat. Several Iranian drones were 
displayed during the event, showcasing part of 
the country’s unmanned aerial capabilities.
Organizers said the exercise was intended to 
help establish lasting security, demonstrate 
popular strength and shore up resistance 
to threats from Iran’s enemies. President 
Masoud Pezeshkian attended the rally and 
praised the participants’ solidarity, unity and 
national loyalty. “Iran belongs to all Iranians, 
and preserving its dignity and pride requires 
unity, empathy and collective participation,” 
Pezeshkian said. “Our lives are dedicated to 
the people, the country and Iran, and we are 
working for the country with all our might,” he 
added, stressing that unity on all issues “will 
disappoint the enemy”.
Hossein Taeb, head of Iran’s Basij Organiza-
tion, called Jan-Fadaye Iran participants a 
“nightmare for the enemies” and a symbol of 
national resistance.
Iran remains embroiled in a war that was 
launched by the United States and Israel on 

February 28. The fighting subsided after 40 
days following a temporary peace deal but flared up again in mid-July with US airstrikes 
on Iran’s southern coast that continued for 
more than two weeks.
The United States imposed a naval blockade 
on Iranian ports in the Gulf of Oman before the 
peace agreement was signed in mid-June. The 
blockade returned during the second round of fighting and remains in place.
Iran regards the blockade and new US sanc-
tions on 27 Iranian airlines imposed earlier 
this month as part of the war and an effort to 
create shortages and bring down the Islamic 
Republic. A war that the United States waged 
at Israel’s instigation to take out Iran’s peaceful 
nuclear program has now come back to bite US 
President Donald Trump where it hurts.
Trump’s major concern is now reopening 
the Strait of Hormuz, a crucial chokepoint for 
around 20% of global oil and LNG shipments 
which was open before the war but Iran closed it days after the conflict began, pushing oil pric-
es from $70 to above $100 a barrel.

‘Sacrifice for Iran’
Tehranis come out to show readiness  

to defend nation in mass drill
International Desk

A man holds on a heavy machine gun on a pickup 

truck during a mass military exercise attended by 

volunteers in Tehran, Iran on September 18, 2026.
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The building of a destroyed primary school is 

pictured surrounded by rubble in Minab in Iran’s 

Hormozgan province on August 10.
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Iran’s trade with BRICS members 
reaches $60b
Iran’s trade turnover with 
BRICS  member  countr ies 
amounted to $60 billion last 
year.The figure was announced by 
the Deputy Head of Iran’s Trade Promotion Organization (TPO) Mohammad-Sadeq Qannadza-deh, according to IRNA.
“Iran exported $23 billion worth of goods to BRICS mem-
ber countries last year, while importing $37 billion worth of goods from member countries of the group,” he said.Qannadzadeh added that de-
spite sanctions imposed on 
Iran and problems in transpor-tation, freight and air services arising from the US-Israeli war 
on the country, Iran has main-tained economic exchanges 
with BRICS member countries.The official said Iran should 
use the opportunities offered 

by BRICS members to expand 
trade relations and establish 
cooperation on projects cov-ering trade, freight transporta-
tion, payments and investment.
He added that Iran could also 
expand cooperation with BRICS 
members in transit, trade facil-
itation, customs, coordination 
on standards and payment 
mechanisms.Qannadzadeh said there was 
room to expand the use of lo-
cal currencies in bilateral trade 
between member countries, noting that this practice could 
contribute to the development of broader financial mecha-nisms among BRICS members.BRICS accounts for a significant share of Iran’s foreign trade, he said, adding that despite the large volume of trade, the full 
potential of Iran’s membership in the group has yet to be real-ized in the country’s economy.“Iran’s membership in orga-

nizations such as BRICS, the Shanghai Cooperation Orga-nization and the Organization 
of Islamic Cooperation needs to translate into tangible eco-
nomic cooperation rather than political participation,” he said.According to Qannadzadeh, 
Iran can create new avenues to sustain its foreign trade and 
reduce international restric-
tions and pressure by expand-ing trade relations with major 
economic powers despite the restrictions resulting from 
sanctions.BRICS is an intergovernmen-tal organization established 
in 2006. In addition to the original five members, namely Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa, the group cur-rently includes Egypt, Ethiopia, Iran, and the UAE as members. Saudi Arabia’s accession to the organization remains shrouded in ambiguity.

Economy  Desk

Tehran offers joint agricultural 
projects, tech exchange to Dushanbe

Japan follows US in raising 
interest rates

The Iranian deputy minister 
of industry, mine and trade, in a meeting with the first deputy minister of agricul-
ture of Tajikistan, empha-sized the development of 
economic and commercial cooperation in the agricul-
tural sector as well as tech-nology export between the 
two countries as it “leads to the strengthening of rela-tions”.According to IRNA, during 
his trip to Tajikistan, Mo-
hammad-Sadeq Mofatteh met with Nur Ali Moham-
madullah and expressed the 
readiness of Iranian compa-nies to supply agricultural 
tools and machinery, plant 
pesticides, chemical fertil-izers, irrigation equipment, 
livestock medicine and vac-
cines, and equipment re-
quired for animal husbandry and poultry farming.
“Proposals have been pre-sented for providing the pos-sibility of equal benefit for 
Iranian producers and joint 
producers from the offered 
facilities, which we hope will 

be taken into consideration,” 
he announced.
The deputy minister of in-
dustry, mine and trade not-ed that in the field of invest-
ment and joint production, a specific project for the 
production and assembly of tractors and agricultur-
al machinery in Tajikistan 
with the participation of the 
TajIran company has been defined, adding that Iran has 
“the possibility of develop-ing the export of these prod-ucts to regional markets”.
“We are also ready for coop-
eration with Tajikistan, from supplying and purchasing cotton to processing, spin-ning, weaving and produc-tion of final products, with 
the aim of export to third markets.”The development of green-house, cold storage, pack-

aging and processing indus-
try projects with the use of technical and engineering 
services were other areas 
of possible cooperation the deputy minister highlighted in the meeting.Mofatteh, referring to the 
creation of an export ter-minal and a logistics center for agricultural products, stated, “For the gathering, packaging, processing and exporting of Iranian and 
Tajik products, better use of 
customs and tax exemptions has been envisioned.”The possibility of creating 
a joint production unit for 
livestock and poultry med-icines, after assessing the market and receiving feed-
back from the Ministry of Agriculture of Tajikistan and 
private sector activists, was emphasized as well.
Mofatteh and Mohammad-
ullah also considered the 
capacities for livestock breeding and technology transfer and establishing 
communication between 
Iranian companies and the livestock breeding center of 
Tajikistan.

Japan’s central bank has in-
creased interest rates to a fresh 31-year high as it attempts to combat global inflation linked to the US war on Iran.
The Bank of Japan (BoJ) voted to raise its target interest rate from 1% to 1.25%, the highest 
level since 1995, The Guardian 
reported.
The move meant the BoJ joined the US Federal Reserve and 
the European Central Bank in tightening monetary policy 
this month, as central banks at-
tempt to curb the impact of ris-ing prices, linked to the conflict 
in the Middle East.The Bank of England on Thurs-day voted to leave UK inter-est rates on hold at 3.75% but 
warned they could soon rise 
amid the fallout from the Iran 
war.
The BoJ policy committee’s vote 
to raise rates was not unani-
mous — with two of the nine board members dissenting against the increase.Kazuo Ueda, the governor of 
the BoJ, would not rule out the 
possibility of back-to-back rate 
rises by the bank’s policy com-
mittee.
“That depends on how price conditions develop,” he said. 

“There could be various pos-
sibilities. We shouldn’t rule anything out. We’re at a phase 
where we need to look at var-
ious data carefully. But that 
doesn’t mean we can move 
slowly. We will analyse data 
carefully and take timely action as needed.”
The BoJ’s policy committee meets eight times a year, rough-
ly once every six weeks, and Ueda said there is no set plan for the timing of any future po-
tential increases in the rate.“As for the pace of future rate 

hikes, we don’t have any pre-set 
idea in mind such as once every three months,” he said. “We will 
determine at each policy meet-ing how best to ensure under-lying inflation stabilises  at 2%.”The BoJ has been raising rates 
since 2024, when it lifted its base rate out of negative terri-
tory. It has been under pressure to raise borrowing costs as the yen weakened steadily against 
the dollar this year. The Japa-
nese currency weakened more than 1% against the dollar late 
last week.
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Freight, passenger transit back to normal at Iraqi borders: Businessman

The temporary closure of certain border crossings between Iran and Iraq follow-ing a security incident created concerns in recent days regarding 
the process of trade ex-changes between the 

two countries, par-
ticularly the transfer of perishable goods. 
The Shalamcheh bor-

der, which is considered among the most important land gate-
ways for trade between Iran and Iraq, 
faced restrictions and a halt in activity 
for approximately two days; a matter that caused congestion in the border 

area and the stoppage of a number of consignments. Concurrent with the dis-semination of news regarding the clo-sure of the Shalamcheh and Chazzabeh 
borders, speculations and rumors were also raised concerning the cause of this 
closure, and some even attributed it to political decisions and regional develop-
ments.According to Mostafa Mousavi, the head of the Khorramshahr Chamber of Com-merce, a significant portion of the goods exchanged through these borders con-
sists of food products and perishable 
items, and a halt of several days can cause damage to these consignments 
and impose losses on producers and ex-
porters.
With the return of activity at the Iran-
Iraq border to normal conditions, Mousa-vi said during an exclusive interview 

with Iran Daily that there is no restric-tion at those border crossings at the mo-ment, and the process of trade exchanges 
continues.Regardless of whether in the future, for 
any security, executive, or other reason, 
a decision is made for restriction or halt 
of activity at the border, he said that prior notification can prevent damage to con-signments because a portion of the goods transiting through Shalamcheh are per-
ishable, and a sudden halt of the border 
can create problems for their owners.“During the period in which the border was closed due to that incident, a degree of congestion of goods occurred. Howev-
er, since Tuesday, with the cooperation of the Iranian border regiment and the Iraqi side, Iraqi trucks entered, and the loading operations were carried out gradually.”The head of the Khorramshahr Chamber 

of Commerce continued that conditions 
have improved considerably, and activ-ities have become lighter and almost 
routine.Regarding the position of Shalamcheh in trade exchanges between Iran and Iraq, 
Mousavi also stated that the two coun-
tries have several important borders, among which there also Mehran, Khos-ravi and other border gateways, but all 
those borders are important in bilateral 
trade.“After the Parvizkhan border, Shalam-cheh is among the borders that have considerable trade activity, and a high volume of trucks and trade consignments transit through this route.”The businessman added that on average, 
approximately 450 to 600 trucks cross 
the Shalamcheh border daily.Mousavi once again stressed that if a re-

striction is to be created at the border, it 
is better that, to the extent possible, prior notification or warning exist so that eco-nomic actors and owners of goods can plan for their consignments.Reiterating the vulnerability of perish-able goods under a halt in border ac-
tivities, he explained that one of the im-
portant problems at land borders is the shortage of cold storage infrastructure.The head of the Khorramshahr Chamber 
of Commerce added that in the event of the halt becoming prolonged, greater damage is imposed on the owners of the goods.
For the development of the required in-
frastructure, he maintained, “the private 
sector must enter, and the public sector must also provide the necessary ground-
work and facilities for the expansion of this infrastructure.”

 IRNA
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New Balance of Power in Yemen

Yemen’s war has entered a 
fundamentally new phase. Af-ter years in which the conflict 
appeared to be moving toward 
an uneasy political settlement, 
Ansarullah (the Houthis) has 
seized the military initiative 
and transformed the strate-
gic map of the country. The 
movement’s advances along 
the western coast, the capture 
of Mocha (Mokha), its expansion 
toward Bab el Mandeb, and its 
control of strategically import-
ant Red Sea islands have creat-
ed a new balance of power on 
the ground.The significance of these de-
velopments goes far beyond 
individual towns or military 
positions. Ansarullah has con-
solidated its position along Ye-
men’s western maritime axis and is now fighting to expand 
this advantage on other fronts, 
particularly in Marib and sur-
rounding areas. Forces backed 
by Saudi Arabia and the United 
Arab Emirates are attempting 
to contain the movement’s ad-
vance, but years of external mil-itary and financial support have 
failed to produce the decisive 
outcome that Riyadh and Abu 
Dhabi once sought.
The current phase therefore re-flects a deeper transformation 
in Yemen’s war. Ansarullah is 
no longer merely demonstrat-
ing its ability to survive sus-
tained pressure. It is increas-
ingly demonstrating an ability 
to translate military resilience 
into territorial gains and strate-
gic leverage.

The western coast
The western coast has become 
the foundation of Ansarullah’s 
new strategic position. The 
capture of Mocha was partic-ularly significant because of 
the city’s proximity to Bab el 
Mandeb. The subsequent ex-
pansion toward the strait and 
the reported seizure of Perim 
Island and the Hanish islands 
have extended Ansarullah’s 
strategic reach deep into the 
Red Sea.
Taken together, these develop-
ments have transformed the 
western coast from a contested battlefield into a central compo-
nent of Ansarullah’s military po-
sition. The geographical impor-
tance is considerable. Yemen’s 
western coastline borders one 
of the world’s most important 
maritime corridors: Bab el Man-
deb Strait connects the Red Sea 
with the Gulf of Aden and the 
wider Indian Ocean. Ansarul-
lah’s presence along this coast-
line therefore provides strategic 
depth that is disproportionate 
to its conventional military re-
sources.
Control of the coast does not au-
tomatically mean unlimited con-
trol over international shipping. 
But the ability to operate from 
territory surrounding a major 
maritime chokepoint gives An-sarullah significant political and 
military leverage. The western 
coast is consequently no longer simply a Yemeni battlefield. It 
has become an important ele-

ment of the broader regional 
balance.

From survival  
to initiative
For years, Ansarullah’s most 
important military achievement 
was its ability to survive. The 
Saudi-led intervention, repeated 
air campaigns, economic pres-
sure, and support for opposing 
Yemeni forces failed to elimi-
nate the movement as a major 
political and military actor. The 
current offensive represents a 
different stage. Ansarullah has 
moved from strategic survival to 
strategic initiative.
The capture of Mocha and the 
subsequent advances toward 
Bab el Mandeb demonstrate that 
the movement can now conduct 
major offensive operations while 
maintaining pressure across 
other fronts. This is an import-
ant transformation. A move-
ment that merely survives can 
preserve its political position. A 
movement capable of expanding 
its territorial control can begin 
to reshape the political balance 
itself. That is precisely what 
makes the latest developments so significant.
Saudi-Emirati forces
The performance of Saudi- and 
Emirati-backed forces is central 
to understanding the current battlefield. For years, Riyadh and 
Abu Dhabi have invested heavi-
ly in Yemeni forces opposed to 
Ansarullah. They have provided 
weapons, funding, training, in-
telligence, logistics, air support, 
and political backing. Yet these 
forces have repeatedly strug-
gled to translate that support 
into lasting strategic control. The 
problem is partly organizational.
The anti-Ansarullah camp con-
sists of multiple political, tribal, 

military, and regional factions. 
These groups do not always 
share the same political objec-
tives or strategic priorities. The 
result has often been a sharp 
contrast between the resources 
available to the coalition and the 
effectiveness of those resources on the battlefield. Ansarullah has benefited from a more coherent 
political and military structure. 
Its ability to concentrate forces, 
sustain operations, and exploit 
weaknesses among its opponents 
has repeatedly allowed it to over-come significant differences in 
conventional military resources. 
The collapse or withdrawal of 
opposing forces from parts of the 
western coast illustrates this dy-
namic. The latest developments 
therefore represent not simply a series of battlefield defeats for 
Saudi- and Emirati-backed for-
mations, but a broader challenge 
to the strategy that has support-
ed them for years.

Bab el Mandeb
The movement’s position around 
Bab el Mandeb gives the current 
campaign an international di-
mension. Perim Island occupies 
a strategically important location 
within the strait itself, while the 
Hanish islands provide addi-
tional positions farther north in the Red Sea. The significance of 
these locations lies primarily in 
geography. Bab el Mandeb is a 
critical maritime gateway con-
necting the Red Sea with the Gulf 
of Aden. Any military actor with 
a durable presence in its imme-
diate vicinity possesses strategic 
leverage far beyond the size of 
the territory itself. For Ansarul-
lah, this geography creates an 
important advantage.
The movement can now connect 
its territorial position inside Ye-
men with the maritime theater 

of the Red Sea. This gives it a 
broader strategic environment 
in which to operate and increas-
es the importance of Yemen in 
regional calculations. It also means that the conflict can no 
longer be viewed purely as an 
internal Yemeni struggle. The 
Red Sea has become an integral 
part of Yemen’s military and po-
litical equation.

Battle for Marib
The next major test is inland. As 
Ansarullah strengthens its posi-
tion along the western coast, the focus of the conflict is increas-
ingly shifting toward Marib, al-
Jawf, Taiz, and other areas where 
Saudi- and Emirati-backed forc-
es maintain positions. Marib is 
particularly important because 
of its energy resources, geo-
graphical location, and political significance. It has remained one 
of the principal areas outside 
Ansarullah’s control and has 
served as an important base for 
opposing forces.
The struggle over Marib there-
fore has the potential to de-
termine whether Ansarullah’s 
western gains can be trans-
formed into a broader military advantage. The battlefield is 
more complicated than the 
coastal front. Tribal networks, fortified positions, local political 
interests, and external military 
support all play a role. Saudi 
Arabia has responded with in-tensified air operations in an 
effort to prevent further advanc-
es. Yet airpower alone cannot 
resolve the underlying politi-
cal and military fragmentation 
of the forces operating on the 
ground. The coming battles in 
Marib and other interior fronts 
will therefore test whether the 
momentum generated on the 
western coast can be sustained.

Asymmetric power
Ansarullah’s military develop-
ment is another major factor 
behind its recent successes. 
Over the course of the war, the 
movement has developed capa-
bilities extending well beyond 
conventional guerrilla warfare. 
Its arsenal includes ballistic and 
cruise missiles, drones, maritime 
systems, and anti-ship weapons. 
The importance of these capa-
bilities lies in their combination.
Ansarullah does not need to 
replicate the air force, naval 
power, or technological infra-
structure of Saudi Arabia and its 
partners. Instead, it has devel-
oped a military model based on 
mobility, dispersion, relatively 
inexpensive precision systems, 
local knowledge, and organiza-
tional resilience. This creates 

an asymmetric cost equation. A 
technologically sophisticated co-
alition may possess overwhelm-
ing conventional superiority while still finding it difficult to 
eliminate an opponent that can 
disperse its forces, regenerate 
capabilities, and impose costs 
from multiple directions. The Yemeni battlefield has become 
a particularly important demon-
stration of this form of warfare.

The Iran dimensionThe strategic significance of 
Ansarullah’s gains also extends 
beyond Yemen. The current de-
velopments are unfolding amid a 
broader confrontation involving 
Iran, the United States, and Isra-
el. In this environment, Ansarul-
lah’s growing military position 
in Yemen has implications for 
the wider regional balance. The 
movement’s control of the west-
ern coast and its position around 
Bab el Mandeb give the broader regional conflict an additional 
strategic theater. For Iran, Ansa-
rullah’s military resilience and 
territorial gains can strengthen 
its position indirectly by compli-
cating the strategic calculations 
of the United States and Israel. 
This does not mean that Ansa-
rullah is simply an extension 
of Iranian military power. The 
movement has its own political 
identity, domestic interests, and 
strategic calculations.
Nevertheless, a stronger Ansa-
rullah creates a regional envi-
ronment in which Washington 
and Tel Aviv must account for a 
capable actor positioned beside 
one of the world’s most import-
ant maritime chokepoints. At a 
time when Iran is confronting 
American and Israeli military 
pressure, the consolidation of 
Ansarullah’s position can there-
fore provide Tehran with addi-
tional strategic depth. The effect 
is not necessarily measured by 
direct coordination. It can be 
measured by the number of ad-
ditional military, political, and 
strategic calculations that the 
opposing side must make.

Resilience as strategy
Perhaps the deepest explana-tion for Ansarullah’s battlefield 
performance is resilience. The 
movement has survived more than a decade of intense conflict 
and has emerged with greater 
military experience, more sophis-
ticated capabilities, and a broad-
er strategic reach. Years of war 
have allowed it to develop orga-
nizational knowledge, improve 
its weapons systems, expand 
its operational experience, and 
maintain political cohesion. Its 
current offensive should there-
fore not be viewed as an isolated 
military episode. It is the product 
of accumulated experience. The 
movement has transformed en-
durance into capability and capa-
bility into territorial expansion.

A new map
Yemen’s strategic map has 
changed. Ansarullah’s consoli-
dation of the western coast, cap-
ture of Mocha, expansion toward 
Bab el Mandeb, and control of 
strategically positioned Red Sea 
islands have created a new geo-
graphical reality. The next phase 
is likely to be determined on the 
interior fronts, particularly Mar-
ib, al-Jawf, and Taiz. There, Sau-
di- and Emirati-backed forces 

Political researcher

By Saman Sofalgar
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The capture of 
Mocha and the 
subsequent 
advances toward 
Bab el Mandeb 
demonstrate that 
the movement can 
now conduct major 
offensive operations 
while maintaining 
pressure across 
other fronts. This 
is an important 
transformation. 
A movement that 
merely survives 
can preserve its 
political position. A 
movement capable 
of expanding its 
territorial control 
can begin to reshape 
the political 
balance itself. That 
is precisely what 
makes the latest 
developments so 
significant.

Ansarullah’s strategic gains in Yemen
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Tensions between Saudi Arabia 
and the Houthis (Ansarullah) of Ye-
men have once again escalated, 
further exacerbating the securi-
ty situation in the Arabian Pen-
insula. The Saudi-led coalition, 
alongside the Yemeni cabinet at Aden, has intensified mili-
tary operations against Houthi 
targets across several parts of 
Yemen. The Houthis have car-
ried out attacks against mili-
tary targets, as well as critical 
energy infrastructure, in Saudi Arabia. The conflict has also 
extended into the maritime do-
main, posing risks to commer-
cial shipping and vessel move-
ment through the Red Sea and 
the Bab el Mandeb Strait. This widening conflict has added an-
other layer of complexity to the 
already volatile regional secu-
rity environment. The evolving 
situation also raises questions 
about the credibility of the joint 
defence alliance, signed by Sau-
di Arabia, Turkey, and Pakistan.

Saudi critical 
infrastructure attacked
As tensions in the Strait of Hor-
muz continue to persist, devel-
opments in the Red Sea and the 
Bab el Mandeb have emerged as 
another major security challenge 
for Saudi Arabia. The Houthis 
in Yemen, who had largely re-
mained dormant during the US–Israel war, have intensified their 
attacks against the Kingdom. Since the first week of Septem-
ber, they have launched several 
attacks targeting Saudi territo-
ry, including critical energy in-
frastructure, such as the Abha 
International Airport, King Kha-
lid Air Base and the East–West 
Pipeline (Petroline). The pipe-
line, which has gained particular strategic significance since the 
onset of the crisis in the Strait of 
Hormuz, is a critical alternative 
route for exporting Saudi oil to 
the outside world. Extending 
about 1,200 kilometres from the oil-producing Abqaiq oil field in 
eastern Saudi Arabia to the Red 
Sea port of Yanbu, the Petroline 
has become a vital economic and 
energy lifeline for the Kingdom 
amid ongoing disruptions in the 
Strait of Hormuz.
The pipeline has been tempo-
rarily shut down following the 
attacks. Saudi Arabia has stated 
that these drones were launched 
from Iraq, but it has resisted re-
taliation at the request of the 
Iraqi prime minister. Several 
armed groups are operating in 

Iraq, over which the Iraqi gov-
ernment exercises little or no 
effective control. The attack on 
the pipeline demonstrates an ap-
parent intention to target Saudi 
Arabia’s economic capabilities 
and critical energy infrastruc-
ture at a particularly vulnerable 
moment. For the Kingdom, it 
represents yet another serious 
breach of its security environ-ment. It highlights the difficulty 
of protecting an extensive criti-
cal infrastructure network from 
threats originating across multi-
ple geographical fronts.

Disruption in the Red Sea 
and Bab el Mandeb
Meanwhile, the security chal-

lenge has also extended into 
the maritime domain. The 
Houthis have claimed to have 
established control over the 
Red Sea coastline of Yemen. 
This enables them to disrupt the maritime traffic and energy 
supplies passing through this 
strategically important water-
way. They have also claimed to 
have captured Mayun Island in 
the Strait of Bab el Mandeb off 
the Yemeni coast. In addition, 
their seizure of the strategically 
important port of Mokha (Mo-

cha) along the Red Sea has fur-
ther strengthened their position 
along maritime corridors. Thus, 
the growing instability in the 
Red Sea and the Bab el Mandeb 
is creating an additional and 
increasingly complex security 
challenge for Saudi Arabia and 
the wider regional order.

Challenge for  
the joint alliance
The Kingdom sought US as-
sistance in responding to the 

deteriorating security sit-
uation. However, President 
Donald Trump reportedly 
declined the Saudi request. 
Against this backdrop, the cri-
sis has also raised important 
questions about the relevance 
and credibility of the joint de-
fence alliance between Saudi 
Arabia, Turkey and Pakistan, 
which stipulates that an attack 
against one member should be 
regarded as an attack against 
all.
Although both Turkey and Pa-
kistan have condemned the 
Houthi attacks against Saudi 
Arabia, neither has, thus far, 
come to provide military assis-
tance to the Kingdom against 
the Houthi attacks. A major vis-
ible discrepancy exists between 
the Alliance’s stated commit-

ment to collective defence and 
its members’ response during 
a crisis. This raises questions 
about the Alliance’s nature and 
credibility. It also raises the 
question of whether the joint 
alliance can go beyond a polit-
ical declaration and become a 
regional alliance for collective 
security architecture in West 
Asia.
Pakistan faces a strategic dilem-
ma. While it has committed to 
Saudi Arabia, it does not intend 
to be drawn into direct military conflict against the Houthis. 
Joining the war against the 
Houthis would not only entan-
gle Pakistan in the regional war 
in West Asia. Still, it would also 
undermine the image it seeks 
to project as a mediator in the 
region. Pakistan is, moreover, 
keen to maintain good relations 
with both Saudi Arabia and Iran 
simultaneously.
Ankara faces a similar predic-
ament. Like Pakistan, it too has no desire to fight Saudi 
Arabia’s war on the Houthis. 
Turkey has established a close 
defence relationship with Sau-
di Arabia, but its participation 
in the joint alliance is strategic 
and not driven by the threat 
facing Saudi Arabia. Important-
ly, Turkey views the ongoing 
Saudi Arabia-Houthi clashes 
as part of the broader US-Is-
raeli campaign against Iran. 
Given the close nexus between 
Iran and the Houthis, Turkish involvement in this conflict 
would likely be perceived as 
Turkey taking sides against 
Iran, which could jeopardise 
its bilateral relationship with 
Tehran. Ankara, therefore, feels 
it prudent to maintain distance 
from the Saudi Arabia-Houthi 
clashes.
The Houthi attack on Saudi Ara-bia is the first significant test 
of the credibility of the joint 
defence alliance. As the King-
dom continues to confront the 
Houthis, the declared political 
and diplomatic solidarity of 
Turkey and Pakistan has not 
translated into tangible mili-
tary support. The Saudi–Houthi 
confrontation, therefore, expos-
es a gap between the alliance’s 
declared commitment to collec-
tive defence and the willingness 
of its members to undertake 
joint action when one of them 
comes under attack. This epi-
sode underscores the primacy 
of individual national interests 
in shaping the strategic choices 
of the alliance’s members in the 
volatile political landscape of 
West Asia.

The full article was first  
published by the Manohar 
Parrikar Institute for Defence 
Studies and Analyses.

Research fellow at the 
Manohar Parrikar 
Institute for Defence 
Studies and Analyses

By Prasanta Kumar 
Pradhan
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Turkey’s President Recep Tayyip Erdogan 

(L) shakes hands with Pakistan’s Prime 

Minister Shehbaz Sharif after signing 

a joint defence agreement on August 7, 

2026, while Saudi Crown Prince  
Mohammed bin Salman watches.

 AFP

Fighters loyal to the Ansarullah (Houthis) 

march during a rally in Sana’a, Yemen, on 

September 10, 2026.
 AFP

Pakistan faces a 
strategic dilemma. 
While it has 
committed to Saudi 
Arabia, it does not 
intend to be drawn 
into direct military 
conflict against the 
Houthis. Joining 
the war against 
the Houthis would 
not only entangle 
Pakistan in the 
regional war in West 
Asia. Still, it would 
also undermine 
the image it seeks 
to project as a 
mediator in the 
region. Pakistan 
is, moreover, keen 
to maintain good 
relations with both 
Saudi Arabia and 
Iran simultaneously. 
Ankara faces a 
similar predicament.

continue to resist, supported by 
substantial external resources. 
But the fundamental strategic 
question has changed.
For years, the central question 
was whether Ansarullah could 
withstand external pressure. It 
has demonstrated that it can. 
The question now is whether it 
can transform its new territorial 

and military position into a du-
rable political advantage across 
Yemen. The humanitarian con-
sequences of renewed warfare 
remain severe, and continued fighting will impose further 
costs on the Yemeni population. 
Any assessment of the military 
balance must therefore recog-
nize the human consequences of 

the conflict. Yet from a strategic 
perspective, the direction of the 
war has changed.
Ansarullah has moved from de-
fending its established position 
to reshaping Yemen’s military 
geography. The western coast, 
Mocha, Bab el Mandeb, and the 
Red Sea islands have become 
interconnected elements of that 

transformation. The battles now 
unfolding in Marib and other 
parts of Yemen will determine 
whether this transformation 
continues. At the regional level, 
the implications are even broad-
er.
A stronger Ansarullah gives Iran 
an additional strategic variable 
in its confrontation with the 

United States and Israel, while 
forcing Saudi Arabia and its 
partners to reconsider a strat-
egy that has failed to produce 
decisive results despite years of 
substantial investment. Yemen 
is therefore entering a new stra-
tegic era. The balance of power is no longer defined simply by 
the number of aircraft, missiles, 

or financial resources available 
to each side. It is increasingly 
determined by who can sustain 
pressure, maintain organization-
al cohesion, exploit geography, and convert battlefield resilience 
into lasting political leverage. By 
those measures, Ansarullah has 
fundamentally altered the trajec-
tory of Yemen’s war.

Ansarullah attacks on Saudi Arabia 

challenge joint defence alliance
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Iran lines up domestic league players 

for friendly double header Strong continental rivals 

awaiting Iranian GR wrestlers

Iran’s men’s national team 
head coach Amir Qalenoei 
has named a list of 18 Per-
sian Gulf Premier League 
players for the two upcom-
ing friendly games against 
Uzbekistan and Russia.The domestic top-flight 
group will be joined by the 
overseas players before 
Team Melli’s meetings with 
the two familiar opponents 
of recent years.Making its first appearance 
after the group-stage exit 
at June’s FIFA World Cup, 
Qalenoei’s side will take 
on Uzbekistan in Tashkent 
on Thursday, looking to 
beat the Central Asian foe for the first time since the 
2023 CAFA Championship final.
The two sides shared the 
spoils in four 2026 World Cup qualification games, 
before Uzbekistan won 
1-0 in extra time in the 2025 CAFA final and then 

emerged victorious in a 
shootout when they met in 
a friendly tournament in 
the United Arab Emirates 
last November.
Iran will then play Rus-
sia in Kazan on Sept. 29, 
which will mark a third 
friendly between the two 
sides since Qalenoei was 
appointed to the national 
team job for a second spell 
in March 2023.
The two sides played out a 
1-1 draw at Tehran’s Azadi 
Stadium days after Qalen-
oei’s appointment, before 
Russia won 2-1 at Volgo-
grad Arena in October last 
year.
The Russian national 
team has been banned 
from all FIFA and UEFA 
competitions for the past 
four years after Russia 
launched its military oper-
ation in Ukraine in Febru-
ary 2022.
The upcoming match will 
be part of Iran’s prepa-
rations for the 2027 AFC 

Asian Cup, which kicks off 
on January 7 in Saudi Ara-
bia.A semifinalist at the previ-
ous two editions, Iran will 
begin its bid for a fourth 
Asian Cup title – and its first since 1976 – against 
China in Group C, which 
also features Kyrgyzstan 
and Syria, at Riyadh’s King-
dom Arena on January 9.
Center  back Hossein 
Kananizadegan and mid-fielder Rouzbeh Cheshmi 
– the skippers of Tehran 
archrivals Persepolis and 
Esteghlal, respectively – are the two high-profile 
absentees from the latest 
list.
Kananizadegan is set to be 
sidelined for up to three 
weeks after suffering a 
knee problem during a 
training session with 
the club last week, while 
Cheshmi, who missed 
Iran’s three World Cup 
games with an injury, has 
only managed three starts 

for the Capital Blues in 
seven outings across all 
competitions this season.
Persepolis striker Ali Al-
ipour, who made a cam-
eo appearance in the 2-2 
draw against New Zealand 
at the World Cup, has also 
been overlooked by Qalen-
oei despite an impressive 
run in the league, contrib-
uting three goals and three 
assists in six games.
Shams Azar winger Milad 
Sourgi and Persepolis de-
fender Mohammad-Mahdi 
Zare, meanwhile, will fan-
cy their chances of making 
their senior internation-
al debuts after receiving 
a call-up from Qalenoei, 
while veteran fullback Eh-san Hajsafi, who has 148 
international caps under 
his belt, could overtake 
Javad Nekounam for the 
all-time most Team Melli 
appearances should he 
feature in both games.
The following is Iran’s 18-
man roster for the Septem-
ber international break:
 Goalkeepers: Alireza Bei-
ranvand (Tractor), Payam Ni-
azmand (Persepolis), Seyyed 
Hossein Hosseini (Sepahan)

Defenders: Mohammad 
Naderi (Tractor), Ehsan Ha-jsafi (Sepahan), Shoja Khalil-
zadeh (Tractor), Moham-
mad-Mahdi Zare (Persepolis), 
Aref Aghasi (Esteghlal), Sa-
man Fallah (Esteghlal), Saleh 
Hardani (Esteghlal), Aria Yousefi (Sepahan), Ramin 
Rezaeian (Foolad Khuzestan)Midfielders: Aref Haji-Eidi 
(Sepahan), Omid Nourafkan 
(Sepahan)

Wingers: Mahdi Limouchi 
(Sepahan), Mohammad-Mah-
di Mohebbi (Persepolis), 
Amirhossein Mahmoudi 
(Persepolis), Milad Sourgi 
(Shams Azar)

The preliminary entry list for the wres-
tling competition at the Aichi-Nagoya 
Asian Games has revealed a challenging field for Iran’s Greco-Roman wrestlers, 
with several continental and world-class 
names set to compete for gold.
The wrestling event will get underway 
at Nagoya’s Inae Sports Center on Sept. 
30, with the list released by United 
World Wrestling featuring prominent 
wrestlers from Kyrgyzstan, Uzbekistan, 
Kazakhstan, Japan and other Asian na-
tions. UWW has stressed that the entries 
are subject to change.
Sajjad Abbaspour, Javad Rezaei, Alireza 
Abdevali, Gholamreza Farrokhi, Amir-
sam Mohammadi and Amin Mirzazadeh 
will represent the Iranian squad across 
six Greco-Roman weight classes.
A world U23 silver medalist last year, 
Abbaspour is set to face one of the big-gest names in the Asian field in the 60kg 
class, with Kyrgyzstan’s two-time world 
champion Zholaman Sharshenbekov 
– an Olympic bronze medalist in Paris 2024 – listed among his potential rivals. 
Reigning Asian champion Alisher Ganiev 
of Uzbekistan is another notable entry 
in the weight class.
At 67kg, Kyrgyzstan’s Razzak Bishkekov 
appears to be the leading challenger to 
Rezaei. Bishkekov won gold at the 2026 
Asian Championships, defeating Iran’s 
Ahmadreza Mohsennejad by technical superiority on his way to the final. Uz-
bekistan’s Aytjan Khalmakhanov and 
South Korea’s Jeong Han-jae are also 
listed in the weight class.
The 77kg category could be particularly 
demanding for Abdevali, with Kyrgyz-
stan’s Akzhol Makhmudov among the 
biggest names in the draw. The two-time 
world champion, who had moved up to 
82kg, won Asian gold on his return to 
77kg, defeating Iranian Ali Oskou in the final.
Japan’s Nao Kusaka could add further difficulty to the weight class. The Paris 2024 Olympic champion has resumed 
training after recovering from injury and 
is preparing for a home Asian Games ap-

pearance.
Farrokhi will face a familiar opponent 
at 87kg in Kyrgyzstan’s Asan Zhanyshov. 
The two met in the Asian Champion-ships final in April, where home favorite 
Zhanyshov stunned the reigning world senior and U23 champion with an 11-4 
victory. Kazakhstan’s Shamil Ozhaev and 
India’s Sunil Kumar are also among the 
entries.
The 97kg category features several con-tenders, making it difficult to identify a 
single standout rival for Mohammadi. 
Kazakhstan’s Islam Yevloyev is one of 
the notable names. He lost 3-1 to Iran’s Mohammad Hadi Saravi in the semifi-
nals of the Asian Championships but re-
mains an established contender in the 
division.
In the superheavyweight category, Mir-
zazadeh is aiming for back-to-back Asian 
Games titles after missing out on his 
world title defense in October following 
a setback against Fardin Hedayati in the 
national team trials.
The Olympic bronze medalist is set to 
renew his rivalry with Uzbekistan’s Ra-
fael Tsitssvashvili, whom he defeated 9-0 in the Asian Championships final.
With several reigning Asian champions, 
world-class wrestlers and a Paris Olym-pic champion in the field, Iran’s Gre-
co-Roman team faces a demanding path 
in its bid for gold in Nagoya.

Iran’s bid for maiden men’s 
basketball gold at the Asian 
Games ended in a 77-51 de-
feat against South Korea in the semifinals at Nagoya’s 
Aichi International Arena in 
Japan on Friday.A silver medalist in 2014 
and 2018, Iran will still have a shot at a fifth medal in six 
editions of the multi-sport 
event when Greek head 
coach Sotiris Manolopou-
los’s side takes on Japan 
or China for a consolation 
bronze on Sunday.
Lee Hyun-jung led South Ko-
rea with an impressive dou-
ble-double of 26 points and 14 rebounds. He attempted 
13 three-pointers, convert-
ing seven (54%).
Lee Woo-seok and Lee Jung-
hyun contributed 19 and 11 
points, respectively, as South 
Korea remained on course 

for a first gold medal since beating Iran in the final on home soil at Incheon 2014.
Veteran shooting guard 
Mohammad Jamshidi, who 
spearheaded Manolopou-
los’s men to a last-eight win 
over Jordan with 20 points, 
was the only player in the Iranian outfit to score in double figures, chipping in 
12.
Mohammad Heydari had 
nine points to his name, 
while team captain Arslan Kazemi finished with eight 
points and 11 rebounds.
South Korea made the dif-
ference from beyond the arc, 
repeatedly punishing Iran 
with accurate three-point shooting, making 14 of 33 attempts for a 42% success 
rate, to take control of the 
game and leave the Iranian 
side, which converted only 
two of its 23 three-point at-
tempts, with little chance of 

a comeback.
Iran started with a com-

pact defensive setup but 
fell 6-0 behind after South 

Korea knocked down two 
three-pointers in the open-

ing two and a half minutes. 
Mobin Sheikhi opened Iran’s 
scoring with two free throws, 
before Kazemi’s drive and 
another two-pointer from 
Sheikhi brought the game 
level at 6-6.
South Korea, however, caught fire from long range late in 
the opening quarter, making four three-pointers in the fi-nal two minutes to finish the 
period with a 12-8 lead.
The Koreans opened the 
second quarter with another 
three-pointer to stretch their 
advantage to 11 points. Iran 
struggled to make inroads 
against a disciplined South 
Korean defense, although dunks from Alireza Sharifi 
and Heydari helped cut the deficit to nine.
Iran’s struggles from beyond 
the arc proved costly, with its first 12 three-point attempts all missing. Heydari finally 
ended the drought with a 

successful shot from long 
range, but South Korea went into halftime 36-24 ahead.
The Koreans continued 
their dominance after the 
break as Choi Jun-young hit 
consecutive three-pointers 
to widen the gap. Iran tried 
to respond by attacking the 
basket and drawing fouls, 
but could not change the 
momentum.
With South Korea extend-
ing its lead to 17 points, Lee 
Hyun-jung then took charge 
with a series of shots that 
pushed the advantage to 24. South Korea entered the final quarter with a com-
manding 61-37 lead.
There was little Iran could 
do in the closing period as 
South Korea continued to find the target from three-point range. The final mar-
gin reached 26 points as 
the Koreans sealed a 77-51 
victory.

Iran falls to South Korea
in men’s basketball semifinals

Aichi-Nagoya Asian Games: 

Sports Desk

Sports Desk

Sports Desk

South Korea’s Lee Hyun-jung (1) shoots during a semifinal win against Iran in the men’s basketball at the 
Aichi-Nagoya Asian Games at the Aichi International Arena, Nagoya, Japan, on September 18, 2026.

 PARK SEONG-WON/THE CHOSUN DAILY

Aichi-Nagoya Asian Games:

 MANU FERNANDEZ/AP

 IAWFIR
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The deputy minister of cultural 
heritage, tourism and handicrafts 
said 200 historical buildings have 
been handed over to private-sec-
tor investors in the Iranian prov-
inces through a fund tasked with 
preserving and revitalizing histor-
ic structures.
Anoushirvan Mohseni Bandpey 
made the remarks at a ceremony marking the opening of the first 
phase of the Khadem Bashi House 
in Ardabil, emphasizing that the 
restoration of historic buildings 
can strengthen the link between 
cultural heritage and tourism, ac-
cording to IRNA.
He said the Khadem Bashi House 
was among the historic structures 
that could have been reduced to 
ruins if left unattended. Through 
the efforts of relevant organiza-
tions and private-sector invest-
ment, he added, conditions were 
created for the restoration and 
renewed use of the valuable prop-
erty.
He said cultural heritage is a broad 
and valuable concept encompass-
ing knowledge, traditions and 

ways of life, resulting in the cultur-
al, historical and social heritage of 
a community.
He described the Khadem Bashi 
House as an example of tangible 
cultural heritage and stressed that 
the historic property is part of the 
country's valuable heritage and 
can, through restoration and revi-
talization, once again become part 

of social and economic life.
Mohseni Bandpey said the Min-
istry's Facilities Committee is 
seeking to create incentives and 
support projects aimed at restor-
ing historic buildings so that the 
values embodied in properties 
such as the Khadem Bashi and 
Sadeghi houses, along with their 
related stories and narratives, can 

be introduced to the public and 
tourists.He also identified new technol-
ogies and virtual reality as im-
portant tools for introducing such 
heritage sites, saying that modern 
technologies can be used to pres-
ent the historical narratives of 
these buildings in more engaging 
ways to younger generations and 

tourists.
Referring to the conversion of the first phase of the Khadem Bashi 
Historic House into a traditional 
restaurant and the restoration of 
the remaining spaces for accom-
modation, he said such historic 
properties can create a link be-
tween cultural heritage and the 
tourism industry.
Mohseni Bandpey explained that 
when visitors enter the chambers 
of the historic house, which have 
now been restored for use as a 
traditional restaurant, they can 
see how spaces that have retained 
their historical identity have also 
generated economic activity, for-
eign-exchange earnings and sus-
tainable employment.The official described Ardabil as 
a province with a rich history, 
culture and civilization, saying 
it has a unique position in the 
country and a valuable historical 
and cultural heritage that should 
be properly utilized to develop 
tourism.
He noted that nine historic build-
ings in Ardabil Province have 
been handed over to the private 
sector through the Fund for the 

Preservation and Revitalization 
of Historic Buildings, following 
efforts by the provincial Cultural 
Heritage, Tourism and Handi-
crafts Organization. He expressed 
hope that once their restoration 
and revitalization are completed, 
the properties will be made avail-
able to the public and tourists.
Mohseni Bandpey stressed that 
achieving this goal requires se-
rious attention to the country's 
culture, history and civilization, 
as well as continued support for 
the restoration and use of historic 
buildings.
The historic house covers 3,900 
square meters of land and built-
up area, including 1,900 square 
meters of building.
Attending the Second Interna-
tional Conference on Museums at 
Mohaghegh Ardabili University, opening the first cultural, tourism 
and handicrafts event in Sareyn, 
visiting tourism projects and fa-
cilities, and meeting with tourism 
professional associations and 
investors in the province were 
among the other programs during 
the deputy tourism minister's 
two-day visit to Ardabil Province.
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Shaneh Tarash village seeks global tourism recognition

The selection of villages for inclusion 
on the global tourism list is based on a 
rigorous, multidimensional assessment process that scientifically evaluates the 
vitality of local life, gender balance, ser-
vice networks, biodiversity conservation 
and the equitable distribution of wealth 
within host communities.
Hossein Izadi, director general of Cultural 
Heritage, Tourism and Handicrafts Orga-
nization of Mazandaran Province, ex-
plained the process behind the candida-
cy of Shaneh Tarash village in Tonekabon, 
saying that following the international 
recognition of villages such as Kandolus 
in Mazandaran, a village in Kerman 
and another in Bandar Lengeh, Shaneh 
Tarash secured the Ministry of Cultural 
Heritage, Tourism and Handicrafts’ ap-
proval this year in a highly competitive 
process.“The criteria are very precise, and final 
acceptance requires detailed responses 
to 40 key questions and the submission 
of 114 documented strategic records,” he 
said. “Fortunately, Shaneh Tarash has met 
the required benchmarks based on three 
fundamental pillars: organic tourism, a 
community cooperative for protecting 
the village fabric and nature-tourism 
routes, and a sustainable economy.”
Izadi also described how international 
assessors monitor candidate villages, 
saying that UN evaluators travel to the 
area as undercover tourists to verify 
whether actual conditions on the ground 
correspond with the documents submit-
ted.
Mostafa Fatemi, director general of Do-
mestic Tourism Development at the Min-
istry of Cultural Heritage, Tourism and 

Handicrafts, also highlighted the region’s 
unique potential during a meeting of the 
provincial strategic committee.
“Iran, with its pristine natural attrac-
tions and authentic local culture, holds 
a prominent position in rural tourism 
worldwide,” he said.“The Shaneh Tarash dossier is being fi-
nalized rapidly and to a high standard, 
and all executive agencies have been 
instructed to bring the area’s physical 
infrastructure and services in line with 
international standards.”
One of Shaneh Tarash’s main competitive 
advantages over other ecotourism desti-
nations is its legal and democratic gover-
nance structure, managed through a local 
institution that has helped prevent social 
divisions and the dominance of interme-
diaries over the village economy.
Pedram Karkabudi, CEO of the Shaneh 
Tarash Rural Development Cooperative, 
explained the philosophy behind the 
structure, saying the cooperative was 
established in December 2018 with 17 
founding members. Through transparent 
operations and the creation of tangible benefits, more than 90 to 95 percent of 
the village’s local residents soon joined 
the cooperative.
Shaneh Tarash is described as the only 
village to have received support and sci-entific oversight from prominent inter-
national organizations, including UNIDO 
and UNDP, as well as three Iranian minis-
tries, through broad community partici-pation in public-benefit projects.
Fair distribution of income: Five percent 
of the direct revenues from each tour-
ism project is allocated to infrastructure development, street beautification and 
landscape improvements, while another 5 percent is set aside to strengthen the 

cooperative’s financial base and support 
the collective interests of its members.
Physical revitalization: Six active eco-
tourism accommodation units have been 
established, a creative house has been 
launched, and the traditional facades of 
30 old residential buildings have been 
restored to preserve the village’s local 
character and harmony with its natural 
surroundings.
Employment: The village aims to create 500 direct jobs, develop overnight ac-
commodation capacity for 1,000 tourists 
and encourage the return of educated 
young people to the village.
In Shaneh Tarash, tourism represents a 
comprehensive experience of rural life in 
northern Iran, where the concept of tour-
ism is intertwined with the long-standing 
Mazandarani tradition of hospitality.
Mehdi Es’haghi, deputy director of tour-
ism at the Mazandaran Province Cultural 
Heritage, Tourism and Handicrafts De-partment, emphasized the significance 
of this approach.
“Global villages become meaningful 
when tourism is built around ecosys-
tem-based development and authentic 
experiences of local life,” he said.
“In Shaneh Tarash, the six ecotourism 
accommodation units are more than 
places to stay; they are centers for cre-
ating experiences and strengthening the 
village’s identity. More than 90 percent 
of residents share in the value created 
through this cycle, making it a clear ex-
ample of collective capital. This approach is reflected in the everyday behavior of 
local residents.”
Mehri Karkabudi, a female entrepreneur 
working in handicrafts and organic prod-
ucts in the village, described the commu-
nity’s approach to visitors.

“We do not call our visitors tourists; 
every person is a dear guest to us,” she 
said.
“Here, we invite guests to experience our 
everyday lives, from milking fresh cows 
and picking organic herbs in the garden 
to taking part in baking traditional bread in a wood-fired oven and preparing local 
dishes. Global recognition would give us 
a valuable opportunity for cultural dia-
logue with people around the world and 
for reviving local crafts such as chador-
shab weaving and traditional woolen 
sock making.”
The name Shaneh Tarash is linked to a 
centuries-old tradition of carving combs 
and wooden implements by skilled 
woodturners. The craft has now been 
revived without harming the Hyrcanian 
forests’ biosphere reserve.
Qasem Karkabudi, a veteran local wood-
craft artist, said the village follows an 
environmental charter in producing its 
handicrafts.
“The authenticity of our work lies in re-
specting nature,” he said. “In making hair 
combs, carpet-weaving combs and tra-
ditional wooden utensils, we never cut 
down living trees in the forest. Our raw 
materials come only from sound sections 
of fallen trunks and dead or deteriorat-
ed forest wood, including maple, beech, 
walnut and oak.”
“Visitors can see in the village work-
shops that making each comb by hand 
takes between one and three hours. This 
authenticity has turned our handicrafts 
into a lasting part of the village’s iden-
tity.”
In recent months, following strategic 
committee meetings at the Mazanda-ran provincial governor’s office, several 
projects have been launched to bring the 

village’s infrastructure up to standard.
Communications and telecommunica-
tions: The installation and commission-
ing of telecommunications towers are 
being accelerated to provide compre-
hensive and stable mobile and internet 
coverage.
Physical improvement and safety: Coor-
dinated stone paving of roads and pas-
sageways is being carried out with the 
cooperation of the Housing Foundation, 
while water and electricity networks 
are being organized and health and Red 
Crescent emergency facilities are being 
established.
Environmental protection and respon-
sible use of nature: The management of 
parts of the region’s forest parks is be-
ing entrusted by the Natural Resources 
Department of western Mazandaran to 
organize ecotourism routes and clean up 
natural areas.
The candidacy of Shaneh Tarash village 
in Tonekabon for the 2026 Best Tourism Villages program of UN Tourism reflects 
an innovative approach to rural tour-
ism governance in Iran. The village has 
demonstrated that sustainable devel-opment does not have to conflict with 
environmental protection and the pres-
ervation of local authenticity. Through 
a “transparent cooperative structure,” 
protection of the Hyrcanian natural her-
itage, production of organic products 
and accommodation-based tourism, 
Shaneh Tarash is seeking to create a 
lasting foundation for social well-being, 
economic equity and the preservation of 
the village’s historical identity.The initiative now awaits final approv-
al in Spain, which could add another 
achievement to Iran’s growing record in 
rural tourism.

Khadem Bashi House, Ardabil
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Iran’s Cultural Heritage, Tourism and 
Handicrafts Minister Reza Salehi-Amiri 
hailed renowned Iranian poet Shahriar 
as a champion of national identity and 
a cultural bridge between Iran’s nation-
al and ethnic identities at a ceremony 
marking Persian Poetry and Literature 
Day in Khoshkanab , his ancestral vil-
lage in East Azarbaijan Province.
Speaking at Shahriar’s family home in 
Bostanabad, Salehi-Amiri described the poet as far more than a literary figure, 
calling him a lasting example of ethics, 
humanity and cultural life.
He said Shahriar’s stature has grown 
with time and that younger generations 
increasingly need to know his work and 
legacy, CHTN reported.
“Shahriar is a symbol of national cohe-
sion,” the minister said, noting that the 
poet drew on his Azerbaijani cultural 
roots while embracing Iran’s broader 

national identity. He described Shahri-
ar’s ability to bring the two together as 
a distinctive feature of his legacy.
Salehi-Amiri said Shahriar’s poetry 
gave equal respect to Azerbaijani and 
Persian, allowing him to build a cultur-
al dialogue between the two traditions. 
His work, he added, carried themes 
of humanity, affection, love and moral 
values beyond Iran’s geographical and 
cultural borders.
The minister also attributed Shahriar’s 
enduring appeal to his close connection 
with ordinary people and everyday life. 
His poetry, he said, spoke in the lan-guage of the people and reflected their 
emotions and culture, allowing it to re-
main embedded in the collective cultur-
al memory.
“Every day, we need Shahriar more,” 
Salehi-Amiri said, stressing the im-
portance of introducing his literary 
and intellectual legacy in schools and 
universities. He said younger Iranians 

seeking to contribute to the country’s 
future should become familiar with the 
poet as part of understanding Iran’s cul-
tural and national heritage.
He also pointed to the international 
reach of Persian poetry, recalling that 
participants at a BRICS tourism min-
isters’ meeting had cited Iranian poets 
and that many young people in India 
know Persian verse by heart.
Khoshkhab, he said, forms an important 
part of the landscape in which Shahri-
ar’s poetic world took shape. His child-
hood memories, the area’s natural scen-
ery and his lived experiences there later 

found expression in his poetry.
Salehi-Amiri called for Shahriar’s leg-
acy to be preserved, documented and 

made more accessible to younger gen-
erations as part of Iran’s enduring lit-
erary heritage.

Poet Shahriar hailed as bridge between 

Iran’s national, ethnic identities

Iran recorded 928,746 inbound travelers in the first three months 
of the current Persian year started 
on March 21, down 51.5% from the 
same period a year earlier as the 
12-day war and its continuing ef-
fects disrupted international travel, 
according to statistics released by 
the Ministry of Cultural Heritage, 
Tourism and Handicrafts.The figures cover entries through 
Iran’s air, land, rail and sea borders 
and include different categories of 
travelers, meaning they do not dis-
tinguish between tourists, pilgrims, 
business visitors, medical travelers 
and people visiting relatives, ISNA 
wrote.
The ministry’s report said inbound 
travel had been on an upward tra-jectory before the conflict. Arrivals increased 48.5% in the first month 

of the last Iranian year and 8.75% 
in the following month compared 
with the same periods a year ear-
lier.
The trend changed after the out-
break of the 12-day war, with the 
report noting a substantial decline 
in arrivals. It also pointed to subse-
quent regional developments and renewed conflict as factors affect-
ing international travel to Iran.
The number of outbound travelers also declined in the first quarter of 
2026, reaching 1,877,682, down 
34.24% from 2,855,146 in the cor-
responding period of 2025.
Land routes remained more resil-
ient than air and sea links. Arrivals 
through Iran’s land borders fell 
41.66% year-on-year, while air 
arrivals dropped 80.11% and sea 
arrivals 79.11%.
Despite the overall decline, neigh-
boring countries continued to 

account for a significant share of 
arrivals. Iraq, Afghanistan, Turkey 
and Turkmenistan were the lead-ing sources during the first quarter, 
followed by Azerbaijan, Pakistan, 
Russia, Armenia, China and Leba-
non.The broader annual figures show 
that Iran received 6.2 million for-
eign travelers in 2025, compared 
with nearly 7.4 million in 2024. 
The ministry has continued to pur-
sue measures aimed at expanding 
international tourism, particularly 
by strengthening travel links with 
neighboring countries and other 
regional markets.The latest figures offer a snap-
shot of international travel during 
an exceptional period, while the 
continued movement of visitors 
through Iran’s land borders points 
to the importance of regional tour-ism flows.

 
Amir Ali Hamidieh, a professor at Teh-
ran University of Medical Sciences, was 
selected to receive the World Health 
Organization’s State of Kuwait Prize for 
the Control of Cancer, Cardiovascular 
Diseases and Diabetes in the Eastern 
Mediterranean Region, Iran’s Health 
Ministry said, with the award to be pre-
sented during the WHO regional com-
mittee’s 73rd session in October 2026.
Hamidieh, a specialist in pediatric he-
matology and oncology and stem-cell 
transplantation, was chosen in the 
cancer category. The formal decision 
was approved by the WHO Regional 

Committee for the Eastern Mediterra-
nean following a recommendation from 
the prize’s foundation committee, IRNA 
reported.
The award recognizes individuals who 
make outstanding contributions to the 
prevention, control or research of can-
cer, cardiovascular diseases or diabe-
tes. It comprises a bronze medal and a 
cash prize and is presented during the 
annual session of the regional commit-
tee.
Hamidieh’s selection places an Iranian 
medical researcher among the 2026 
recipients of one of WHO’s regional 
public health prizes. The same decision 
named Professor Sir Magdi Yacoub of 
Egypt for cardiovascular diseases and 
Dr. Fatheya Al Awadi of the United Arab 
Emirates for diabetes.
The State of Kuwait Prize was estab-
lished in 2003 to recognize advances 
in tackling major noncommunicable 
diseases across the Eastern Mediterra-
nean. WHO says the award can honor 
contributions spanning prevention, 
disease control and research.

Tourism hit by war as foreign arrivals fall 

51.5% in first quarter

Iranian physician wins WHO  

eastern Mediterranean cancer prize

Ansarullah advances pave ...
To what extent can Ansarul-
lah’s ability to exert pressure 
on the Red Sea front affect the 

military and se-
curity calcula-

tions of the United States and 
the Israeli regime?
Any US action in the Red Sea, 
at least in the southern part 
of the Red Sea and below the 
Suez Canal, will be affected by 
Ansarullah’s presence. State-
ments made by US President 
Donald Trump show that he 
has been forced to accept their 
presence in new areas of west-
ern Yemen. When he says that 
the United States will not take 
action against the Houthis, it 
implies that Ansarullah has the 
ability to exert pressure on and 
threaten US military forces in 
the Red Sea.
There is also a precedent of the 
United States reaching under-

standings with the Houthis and 
observing a kind of undeclared ceasefire with the movement. 
This itself indicates Ansarul-
lah’s superior ability to contain 
and control military activities 
in the Red Sea.
Israel will be heavily affected and will come under significant 
pressure from the expanded 
presence of Ansarullah forces 
in the southern Red Sea. Any 
movement of supplies to assist 
Israel through the southern 
Red Sea will no longer be possi-
ble. Therefore, Israel will most 
likely receive more forces, com-
mercial supplies and various 
forms of oil and military assis-
tance through the northern Red 
Sea and via the Suez Canal.
 
How have recent devel-
opments and the growing 
threats to Saudi Arabia’s in-

terests and infrastructure 
affected Riyadh’s security 
calculations?
After the Strait of Hormuz 
came under the control of 
Iran, Saudi Arabia was forced 
to move its oil exports, as far 
as possible, through pipelines 
from the Persian Gulf to the 
Red Sea. One of the most im-
portant areas for both storage 
and exports is the port of Yan-
bu, which is located on the Red 
Sea.
The pressure exerted by Ansa-
rullah, and its declared policy 
of “siege for siege and pressure 
for pressure,” is interpreted to 
mean that in response to pres-
sure by Saudi Arabia and its 
allies on Yemeni ports such as 
Hudaydah or airports such as 
Sanaa International Airport, 
Ansarullah will also exert se-
rious pressure and threats 

against Saudi ports and air-
ports.
The most important ports in 
this regard will be Jeddah and 
Yanbu, located in western Sau-
di Arabia on the Red Sea, as 
well as the airports in Jeddah, 
Jizan and Najran in southern 
Saudi Arabia.
Therefore, Saudi Arabia will 
come under considerable pres-
sure, as much of its commercial and military traffic through the 
Red Sea will be affected by An-
sarullah’s threats. Oil exports and commercial air traffic to 
Saudi ports and airports will be 
severely restricted, placing sig-nificant pressure on the coun-
try’s economic activity.
 
If the current trend contin-
ues, what scenarios do you 
envisage for the future of Ye-
men and regional equations?

The expansion of Ansarullah’s 
presence and military capabil-
ities in western Yemen, which 
in some areas could extend 
into southern Yemen, will cre-
ate economic and energy prob-
lems for many countries. It can 
be said that most European 
countries will be affected, as 
will the United States, as well 
as African and Asian countries. 
Therefore, these countries 
will inevitably have to enter 
into talks with Ansarullah and 
reach new understandings.
Saudi Arabia will also have to 
sit down with Ansarullah and 
inevitably implement their de-
mands.
At the same time, through the 
smart moves it has made, An-
sarullah has steered most Ye-
meni tribes toward a moder-ate position or firm neutrality. 
This could help reduce Saudi 

Arabia’s and the UAE’s influ-
ence in Yemen and bring the 
movement closer to reaching 
intra-Yemeni agreements.
Some of the Pakistani forces 
hired by Saudi Arabia have 
been captured, and Pakistan 
will also inevitably have to 
reach understandings with An-
sarullah in order to secure the 
release of its prisoners.
Turkey, which has entered into 
a trilateral understanding with 
Saudi Arabia, will also have to 
learn from its past experiences 
and approach the Yemenis in a 
spirit of understanding. Tur-
key’s, or the Ottoman Empire’s, 
past in Yemen was not a posi-
tive one. Given the defeat of 
Ottoman forces in Yemen, it is 
unlikely that Turkey would be 
willing to return to the failed 
experiences of the Ottomans in 
Yemen.
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Minister Reza Salehi-Amiri addresses a ceremony 

marking Persian Poetry and Literature Day in 

Khoshkanab, East Azarbaijan Province, on September 

18, 2026, honouring poet Shahriar’s contribution to 

Iran’s national and cultural identity.
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