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Tehran advances 
tourism 
reconstruction, 
targets 
hotel brand 
development
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Iranian military warns US, allies 
against renewed attacks 2

Pentagon probe finds cascade of 
failures behind deadly Iran school strike

2

Trump more focused on 
economic pressure than 
full-scale war

Former Iranian dip-
lomat Kourosh Ah-
madi told Iran Daily 
that US President 
Donald Trump’s re-

cent remarks about potentially resuming major 
attacks on Iran should be treated cautiously, giv-
en his history of making contradictory statements. 
Ahmadi said Trump’s statements alone cannot 

provide a reliable indication of the 
US course of action or a change in 

policy unless they are repeated 
by other senior officials, reiter-
ated by Trump himself, and sup-
ported by moves or developments 

on the ground. He argued that 
Washington’s current approach 

appears to be centered on more economic pressure 
and the continued naval blockade than on return-
ing to a full-scale war. At the same time, Ahmadi 
said limited and localized military actions could 
continue, particularly in connection with efforts to 
reopen parts of the Strait of Hormuz and increase 
oil flows to global markets. He also stressed that 
regional countries will have an important role in 
shaping future security arrangements and that 
diplomacy will ultimately be essential to ending 
the conflict.
 
IRAN DAILY: How should President Trump’s lat-
est remarks about potentially resuming major 
attacks on Iran be interpreted? Do they signal a 
change in US policy?
AHMADI: Trump’s statements should be treated 
with caution. He frequently makes contradictory 
statements and often speaks based on what seems 
important to him at a particular moment. Therefore, 
a single statement should not be taken as evidence 
of a major policy decision. We can take such remarks 
more seriously if they are repeated by other senior 
administration officials, if Trump himself repeats 
them several times in a period of time and on differ-
ent occasions, and if there are supporting signs and 
actual moves and developments on the ground. In 
this particular case, I believe the same rule applies. 
His recent statements have been contradictory, and 
his broader conduct suggests that he does not have a 
strong intention or desire to return to a full-scale war 
against Iran. The reason is relatively clear. The Unit-
ed States and Israel already launched a major war, 
but it could not attain their goals and produce the 
expected outcome. The initial elements of surprise, 
the assassination of senior officials and the shock 
caused by the attack were expected to contribute to 
the collapse of Iran’s political system. That did not 
happen. Iran is also a very large country, and it has 
significant capabilities to use both 
in terms of ground and missile and 
drone forces. My assessment is therefore that Trump 
has essentially moved away from the idea of a full-
scale war and is instead focusing on continued naval 
blockade and increased economic pressure, hoping 
to achieve results within several months.
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A general view of the damaged building of the Shajarah Tayyebeh Elementary School in the southern Iranian town of Minab, which was targeted by the US military on 
February 28.
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Major 
contract 
signed to 
push up 
Azadegan 
output to 
550,000 bpd
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Aichi-Nagoya 2026 
Asian Games:

Iran rallies 
past China  
to bag 
basketball 
bronze on 
Day 1
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From blockade  
to breakthrough

Iran’s 
economic 
strategy  
at SCO 
summit
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