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Iran’s President Masoud Pezeshkian 
rang in Iran’s 2026-27 academic year 
on Monday, telling students they could 
achieve their ambitions through per-
severance, cooperation and practical 
skills.
“You are more valuable than gold,” 
Pezeshkian told the pupils, urging 
them to develop their talents, work 
together and learn how to tackle prob-
lems in their families, communities 
and beyond, president.ir reported.
Drawing on his own journey from an 
ordinary family to the presidency, he 
said determination and hard work 
could help people advance and en-
couraged students to focus their minds 
on becoming the best they could be.
The ceremony was held at Hazrat Fate-
meh Zahra Girls’ Elementary School in 
Tehran’s District 11.
The president stressed that academ-

ic achievement should go hand in 
hand with practical training, saying 
students needed to apply what they 
learned in the classroom to real-life 
challenges.
“If you study well and acquire the nec-
essary skills, you can solve the prob-
lems of your family, neighborhood, 
city, country and even the world,” he 
said.
He also called on students to cultivate 
friendship and mutual support, warn-
ing that disputes and infighting could 
undermine their collective efforts. 
Working in groups, he said, would help 
them achieve goals that might remain 
beyond their reach individually.
Pezeshkian urged teachers to adopt 
classroom methods centered on team-
work and problem-solving, identify 
students’ individual abilities and pro-
vide opportunities for hands-on learn-
ing. He said the government would 
work to improve educational condi-

tions and expand the use of modern 
teaching technologies.
Addressing the students, he posed the 
question, “How do we identify a prob-
lem, and then how do we solve it?” He 
said developing the ability to think 
critically, communicate effectively and 
explore different solutions was essen-
tial to addressing challenges.
The president also encouraged pupils 
to practice energy conservation at 
school and at home, linking responsi-
ble consumption to maintaining pro-
duction, supporting employment and 
helping create better opportunities for 
younger generations.
Meeting with teachers, Pezeshkian 
emphasized that values such as fair-
ness, empathy and public service 
should be demonstrated through edu-
cators’ own conduct, saying practical 
example could leave a deeper impres-
sion than words alone.
He also urged teachers to encourage 

creativity and help students move be-
yond conventional ways of thinking, 
arguing that fresh approaches and 

sound reasoning were necessary to 
improve education and address the 
country’s challenges.

New school year begins

Pezeshkian urges teamwork, skills 
to shape Iran’s future

 

Sacred Defense Week offers 
an opportunity to revisit the 
eight-year war and hear from 
those who experienced it first-
hand. For these men, defend-
ing their country was not an 
abstract concept but a reality 
they confronted every day on 
the battlefield. Among them 
were Air Force pilots, who 
carried out reconnaissance, 
bombing and air support mis-
sions from the earliest days of 
the war until its end.
Their accounts are not simply 
stories of military operations 
and victories. They recount 
years in which intense flight 
demands, constant danger and 
split-second decisions became 
part of everyday life. Briga-

dier General Pi-
lot Valiollah 

Oveisi is one 
of the pilots 
w h o  e x p e -
rienced all 

eight years 
of the Sacred 

Defense from the cockpit of a 
fighter jet.
Oveisi is among the few pilots 
to have flown both the F-5 and 
F-14 fighter jets in combat. His 
record includes cross-border 
bombing missions, shooting 
down two enemy fighter jets, 
including an Iraqi Mirage, con-
ducting the first combat test of 
the Sejil missile using a Tom-
cat, and setting an F-14 flight 
record. He was also among the 
first pilots to carry out air-to-
ground bombing missions with 
the F-14.
Ahead of Sacred Defense Week, 
Iran Daily spoke with Briga-
dier General Pilot Valiollah 
Oveisi about his eight years of 

wartime service, the Air Force's 
role in military operations, the 
physical and human toll of the 
conflict, the transfer of war-
time pilots' experience to new 
personnel, and the differenc-
es between today's wars and 
those of the 1980s.
 
IRAN DAILY: You experienced 
all eight years of the war from 
inside a fighter jet's cockpit. 
To begin with the very concept 
of war and the Sacred Defense, 
how do you view that period?
OVEISI: War is not something 
anyone likes. War is not good at 
all. But when a country comes 
under attack, the question of de-
fense arises. If you are at home 
and someone tries to break in 
and steal from you, you will not 
allow it. God forbid, if someone 
tries to violate the honor of your 
family or harm your loved ones, 
you will not allow that either.
During that period, we saw 
Baathist forces invade our 
country and commit atrocities 
in areas such as Susangerd. Un-
der those circumstances, it was 
natural for a sense of patriotism 
and responsibility to take shape 
among military personnel. We 
had been trained for this very 
purpose, and we were paid to 
do this job. The people, too, had 
every right to expect the mili-
tary, from soldiers and pilots to 
personnel in other branches, to 
defend the country.
We did our duty to the best of 
our abilities. When parts of our 
territory were occupied, we tried 
to reclaim them. As a result, al-
most no pilot emerged from 
the war without being harmed. 
Some attained martyrdom, and 
I can say with confidence that 
those who survived the war and 
were not martyred also became 
disabled veterans in one way or 
another. Even so, I want to make 
one thing clear: We did not do 

anything extraordinary. We had 
a duty, and we carried it out.
 
You mentioned that almost 
no pilot emerged from the 
war without being harmed. To 
what extent were these inju-
ries the result of the specific 
conditions of combat flights?
Yes, almost all our pilots are 
disabled veterans in one way or 
another. The Army selects the 
healthiest members of society 
for pilot training. Anyone with 
even the slightest medical defi-
ciency cannot pass the medical 
screening process. Yet today, we 
see that many of those same peo-
ple, who were among the health-
iest when they were young, now 
suffer from various physical 
problems.
Long flights and the particular 
conditions of flying take a toll 
on the body. Our pilots were, 
and still are, among the elite 
personnel of our armed forc-
es. Throughout the eight-year 
imposed war, they took part in 
all operations and spent many 
hours in fighter jets under diffi-
cult flying conditions. As a result, 
many pilots have suffered inju-
ries to their spines and knees. I 
am one of them.
We were young at the time, and 
the strength of youth often kept 
us from noticing many of these 
injuries. It is like a young person 
who falls and does not realize 
the severity of an injury at the 
time, only to understand the 
strain placed on the body as they 
grow older. Today, many of the 
war's ace pilots have lost some 
of their mobility because of the 
severe physical strain caused by 
the demanding flight conditions 
they endured during that period.
 
It seems you also sustained in-
juries during those missions, 
and your disability is related 
to one of those flight incidents. 

Is that correct?
Yes. During an F-14 flight, while 
we were going to refuel, the air-
craft caught fire. The situation 
was such that we could have fol-
lowed the aircraft's emergency 
procedures and ejected, aban-
doning the plane. However, we 
decided to preserve the aircraft 
for as long as we could.
In the end, we managed to land 
the F-14 safely despite the fire. 
That incident was also one of 
the factors that caused my inju-
ries. I still feel the effects of the 
accident and the physical strain 
of those years of flying. Even 
my lungs were damaged, and I 
continue to have problems with 
them.
You mentioned that the Air 
Force took part in every opera-
tion during the war. Could you 
explain the precise role it played 
in a military operation, from be-
ginning to end?
The Air Force was involved in 
almost every operation conduct-
ed during the Sacred Defense, 
from before an operation began 
until after it ended. Its work 
was not limited to bombing. 
Usually, reconnaissance aircraft 
would first enter the area and 
take photographs to gather the 
necessary intelligence. Bombing 
and air support missions would 
then be carried out. Afterward, 
reconnaissance and aerial pho-
tography would resume, while 
air cover continued.
So you can hardly name an oper-
ation in which the Air Force had 
no role. It was involved in the 
preparatory stages, throughout 
the execution of the operation 
and after it had concluded.
 
Having experienced the entire 
eight-year war, what do you 
see as the main differences 
between the war we experi-
enced in the 1980s and mod-
ern conflicts, particularly the 

recent war?
Technology plays a much more 
prominent role in warfare today. 
Technology and equipment were 
important back then, too, but to-
day we are dealing with drones, 
precision-guided missiles, elec-
tronic warfare and artificial in-
telligence.
However, we must not overlook 
the human element. Human per-
sonnel still come first in warfare 
around the world. Those oper-
ating the equipment must be 
trained, experienced and well-in-
formed, and they must be able to 
make decisions in emergencies.
We made good use of our brave 
and experienced personnel both 
during the eight-year war and 
in the recent conflict. In fact, 
our advantage over the enemy 
lay precisely in these dedicated, 
courageous and highly skilled 
personnel who were ready to 
sacrifice their lives.
 
To what extent can the experi-
ence of pilots and command-
ers from the Sacred Defense 
help our military personnel 
today?
It can be of tremendous help. It 
is true that military equipment 
has been modernized and air-
craft and systems have changed, 
but human experience has not 
disappeared. We must pass that 
experience on to the new gener-
ation.
We experienced eight years of 
war with the resources avail-
able to us at the time. This is the 
kind of experience that cannot 
easily be taught at a university. 
Teaching a subject is different 
from passing on practical expe-
rience. I teach myself. Teaching 
is straightforward, but transfer-
ring experience is a more diffi-
cult task.
The most important experience 
that has been properly passed 
on to our personnel and the new 

generation is the spirit of sacri-
fice, selflessness and self-confi-
dence. These are qualities that 
give military personnel an ad-
vantage when confronting the 
enemy.
 
In addition to your operation-
al experience, you have spent 
years training pilots. In your 
view, what is the most im-
portant quality a pilot should 
possess? And what is the most 
important lesson you learned 
during the eight years of the 
Sacred Defense that you now 
teach your students?
Passion and love for the job. I 
always told my students that if 
they were not passionate about 
being pilots, they should give it 
up. When someone loves their 
work, many of its hardships be-
come easier to bear.
I experienced this myself during 
my flying years. I would fly, and 
fatigue meant very little to me 
because I loved what I was doing. 
When you love your profession, 
difficulties that others find over-
whelming become manageable.
The most important lesson I 
learned during the eight years 
of the Sacred Defense was how 
to build inner strength and be-
come self-reliant. I learned that 
if a person is determined, they 
can accomplish great things. We 
should never consider ourselves 
defeated from the outset.
If we approach a task believing 
we will not succeed, we under-
mine ourselves before we even 
begin. But with determination, 
hard work, training and con-
fidence in our abilities, many 
things that initially seem impos-
sible become achievable.
We saw this during the recent 
war as well. Our forces stood 
up to the world's largest armies 
with the resources at their dis-
posal and made them taste dis-
appointment and defeat.

Wartime experience remains key to Iran’s air defense, veteran pilot says
No pilot emerged unscathed from eight-year war

Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian smiles as he is surrounded by schoolgirls in white headscarves 
during a ceremony marking the start of the new academic year at a girls' elementary school in Tehran, 
Iran, September 21, 2026.
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