Wartime experience ®
remains Kkey to Iran’s air lan al
defense, veteran pilot says

No pilot emerged unscathed from eight-year war
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+ Diplomatic efforts underway to bring
Iran, US back to negotiating table

Trump’s push to link
Hormuz to nuclear issue
hinders talks
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to link the Strait of Hormuz and the naval block-
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New school year begins

ade to the nuclear issue is a major obstacle to
reviving negotiations with Iran. He said Tehran
wants the main principles of the A B P
previous understanding between PSRRI H e TR = )
Iran and the United States to be A 3 : g i
restored first, including the re-
lease of frozen Iranian funds, an
end to the war on all fronts and
Javad Heiran-Nia  the lifting of the naval blockade.
Heiran-Nia said Iran wants the Strait of Hormuz
to be addressed separately through a mechanism
involving Oman and does not want the issue to
become a US instrument of pressure in nuclear
negotiations. He said Tehran'’s preferred sequence
is to resolve the Hormuz issue and the conditions
for ending the war first and then enter nuclear ne-
gotiations without the economic leverage created
by the blockade being used to extract concessions.

IRAN DAILY: Iran has stressed ending the war on
all fronts, releasing frozen assets and lifting the
naval blockade as conditions for resuming talks,
while Trump has spoken about possibly restart-
ing major attacks. Do these positions still leave
room for negotiations?

HEIRAN-NIA: Iran’s position is that the previous
understanding between Iran and the United States
should serve as the basis for further work, or at least
that its main principles should be restored. These in-
clude releasing frozen funds, lifting the naval block-
ade and ending the war on all fronts. These are the
main conditions Iran has presented for ending the
war.

Iran is willing to discuss the nuclear issue, but wants
such discussions to take place in a later phase, in line
with what was emphasized in the understanding.

At the same time, Iran does not want the Strait of
Hormuz or a mechanism for shipping and transit
through the strait to become a US instrument of pres-
sure. Tehran therefore wants a mechanism involving ° I"r@sidv.nf Masoud Pezeshkian pays n.'zlmr@‘ to the children /(fll@(/ after a US missile strike on an elementary school in Minab, southern Iran in late February, as he goes to a
Iran and Oman to be established first. The planned school {/1 '[2'/{/‘(111 to mark the beginning of the new academic year.

meeting in Salalah with the Arab countries of the Per- president.r

sian Gulf Cooperation Council and Iraq was based on
this approach. Iran has also stated that the issue of
the strait is not connected to the United States.

However, Washington has shown little willingness Iran, INTERVIEWE Iran’s exports Cham Sabz

to revive the understanding. Following the break- Uzbekistan EXCLUSIVE® § to Russia can offers

down of the understanding, which ge3 > to boost farm - ~ reach$10b different face
Iran says was violated by the Unit- investment, this year: of summer
ed States through the southern corridor, three technology Businessman tourism in
ships were attacked, with both sides accusing the ties Khuzestan
other of violating the agreement. Washington sub-

sequently set the understanding aside and intensi-
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