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Lorestan home to around
100 historic bridges

( Iranica Desk )

Approximately 100 historic
bridges are located in Lor-
estan Province, many of which
have been registered on Iran’s
National Heritage List, accord-
ing to the province’s director
general of Cultural Heritage,
Tourism and Handicrafts.
Speaking to ISNA, Ata Hassan-
pour highlighted the excep-
tional architectural diversity
of Lorestan’s bridges and their
importance to the province’s
cultural heritage.

He added that the country’s
only specialized center ded-
icated to historic bridges is
located in Lorestan and serves
as the national research and
conservation base for these
structures.

Hassanpour said significant
funding was allocated for the
first time in 2025 to restore a

number of historic bridges in
the province. The funding was
used to restore the ancient
Pol-e Dokhtar, Kolehr-Mam-
ulan, Afrineh and Siyahpeleh
bridges.

Regarding the condition of
the Kashkan Bridge following
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the devastating 2019 floods,
Hassanpour said funding had
been allocated to study one of
its piers. The study was com-
pleted in 1404, and the project
is scheduled to enter its im-
plementation phase in 1405
(2026-2027).

He stressed that the goal is not
to reconstruct the pier in its
original form, but to stabilize
the existing structure so that it
can withstand future flooding.
Hassanpour also announced
the discovery of a historic
bridge pier during construc-
tion work in Borujerd. He said
the pier probably dates to the
Pahlavi era, although its exact
date has yet to be determined.
He added that archaeological
investigations would be car-
ried out as construction work
continues to determine wheth-
er other remains of the bridge
are present at the site.
Highlighting the historical
significance of Lorestan’s
bridges, Hassanpour said the
province’s mountainous ter-
rain, along with its numerous
rivers and valleys, had made
bridge construction essential
for overcoming natural obsta-
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cles since ancient times.

He noted that bridges were
built in Lorestan during vari-
ous historical periods, includ-
ing the Achaemenid, Parthian
and Sassanid eras, and that
some of these structures have
survived to the present day.
Beyond their architectural
value, the bridges also reflect
Lorestan’s historical role as
a corridor connecting dif-
ferent parts of western Iran.
Many were built along im-
portant routes and adapted
to the region’s rugged terrain,
showcasing the engineering

knowledge and construction
techniques of their respec-
tive periods. Their locations
along rivers and historic travel
routes also highlight the rela-
tionship between infrastruc-
ture, settlement and trade over
the centuries.

Hassanpour emphasized that
Lorestan’s historic bridges
are an important part of the
province’s cultural identity
and tourism potential. He said
their preservation, restoration
and introduction to visitors re-
quire sustained attention and
continued funding.
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Shabestar, in East Azarbai-
jan Province, may at first
glance be defined by a
handful of well-known
historic landmarks. Yet the
region’s tourism potential
extends far beyond a sin-
gle monument or a par-
ticular historical period. A
diverse collection of his-
torical, natural and cultur-
al attractions, along with
traditional handicrafts, is
scattered across the towns
and villages of the city. If
properly introduced and
connected, these assets
could turn Shabestar into
one of northwestern Iran’s
most diverse tourism des-
tinations.

According to available
information, 45 histori-
cal, natural and cultural
sites in Shabestar have
been registered on Iran’s
National Heritage List.
In addition, four natural
sites and two examples
of intangible cultural her-
itage have been included
on national registers.
However, what could fur-
ther highlight Shabestar’s
tourism potential is not
simply increasing visitor
numbers at individual
attractions, but creating
a coherent tourism route
linking the city’s various
destinations, according
to chtn.ir.

At the heart of Shabestar,
a number of historic land-
marks reflect the city’s
rich cultural heritage. The
tomb of Sheikh Mahmoud
Shabestari, the 14th-cen-
tury Persian poet and
mystic, is regarded as
one of the region’s most
important cultural monu-
ments. Nearby, the Jaame
Mosque of Shabestar re-
flects another layer of the
city’s history, preserving
traces of different his-
torical periods. Because
these monuments are
integrated into the ur-
ban fabric, they offer an
opportunity to combine

heritage tourism with an
experience of everyday
life in the city.

The town of Khameneh,
with its centuries-old
plane trees and historic
buildings, presents a dif-
ferent side of Shabestar. Its
old plane trees are import-
ant natural and cultural
features of the town and,
together with the mosque
and the tomb of Mir-Panj,
form a cluster that could
appeal to visitors interest-
ed in history, architecture
and nature. Such attrac-
tions also demonstrate
that tourism in Shabestar
is not limited to prominent
landmarks; natural and
urban features are them-
selves part of the area’s
historical identity.

Tasuj, another historic
town in the city, is home
to a Jaame Mosque and a
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historic bathhouse located
near the bazaar. Together,
these sites offer visitors a
glimpse into the structure
of traditional Iranian cities
and the relationship be-
tween markets, mosques
and public spaces. Their
proximity could facilitate
the development of a pe-
destrian tourism route
through the town’s histor-
ic fabric, allowing visitors
to experience not just an
isolated monument but
part of the city’s historical
structure as a whole.

In Kouzeh Kanan, cultural

and economic potential is
closely linked to tradition-
al handicrafts. The town is
known for its long tradi-
tion of pottery and its pot-
tery workshops, while its
designation as a National
Crafts City in the field of
pottery has further un-
derscored the importance
of this heritage. Visits to
pottery workshops and op-
portunities to learn about
the production of tradi-
tional crafts could become
part of the city’s tourism
experience while also di-
recting tourism revenue

Shabestar connects
history, nature, culture
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more directly toward local
communities and artisans.
Shabestar also has consid-
erable archaeological po-
tential. The Qarah Tappeh
and Gol Tappeh archaeo-
logical sites in Zeynabad
are among the remains
that trace human settle-
ment and activity in the
region back to much ear-
lier periods. If protected,
properly introduced and
equipped with the infra-
structure necessary for
visitors, these sites could
form another link in the
city’s tourism chain, offer-
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ing a picture of the region’s
history before the emer-
gence of its modern towns.
In northern Shabestar; the
port town of Sharafkhaneh
occupies a special position.
The historic Tal Pier is a
remnant of a period when
Sharafkhaneh was an im-
portant center of port ac-
tivity on the shores of Lake
Urmia. The lake’s current
condition, alongside the
remains of its former port
operations, adds a new di-
mension to the area’s tour-
ism narrative.

Sharafkhaneh could simul-

taneously tell visitors the
story of the region’s eco-
nomic and transportation
history and the environ-
mental changes that have
affected Lake Urmia.P

Taken together, these at-
tractions demonstrate
Shabestar’s potential to
develop a multifaceted
tourism route. Such a
route could begin with
history and mysticism in
Shabestar, continue to the
architecture and natural
features of Khameneh,
proceed through the his-
toric fabric and bazaar of
Tasuj, connect with pot-
tery and handicrafts in
Kouzeh Kanan, and then
extend to the archaeolog-
ical sites and historic port
of Sharafkhaneh. Such an
approach could encourage
visitors to move beyond
a brief stop at a single at-

traction and spend several
days exploring the city.

In recent years, steps
have also been taken to
strengthen accommoda-
tion infrastructure. The
Sedaghat Boutique Ho-
tel, for example, has been
launched and has created
employment for 10 peo-
ple. Expanding small, lo-
cally operated hotels and
accommodation facilities
could enable tourists to
stay longer in the city and
visit several attractions
during their trip.

The handicrafts sector also

has potential to contribute
to the tourism economy.
Around 25 active work-
shops operate across the
city, while a handicrafts
market has been estab-
lished to sell products
made by local artisans.
Alongside the region’s
historical and natural at-
tractions, these businesses
could form part of a broad-
er tourism value chain, al-
lowing visitors not only to
see heritage sites but also
to engage with local prod-
ucts and culture.

Despite these assets,
Shabestar’s main chal-
lenge cannot simply be
described as a lack of at-
tractions. The more im-
portant issue is how these
attractions are presented,
connected and developed
for tourism. Many visitors
may enter the city with
the intention of seeing a
particular landmark, but
without clearly defined
routes, adequate services,
accommodation and an in-
tegrated tourism program,
they may leave after only a
short stay.

The future of tourism in
Shabestar will therefore
depend to a considerable
extent on the city’s abil-
ity to transform a collec-
tion of scattered attrac-
tions into a unified and
coherent experience. If
its historic monuments,
archaeological sites, nat-
ural landscapes, handi-
crafts, urban heritage and
cultural traditions are
presented as part of an
interconnected tourism
network, Shabestar could
evolve from a destination
for short visits into a place
where travelers stay and
explore for several days.
Such an approach would
not only provide greater
exposure for the city’s
cultural heritage but
could also ensure that a
larger share of the eco-
nomic benefits generated
by tourism reaches local
communities.




