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St Petersburg University moves to add 
Persian language studies

St Petersburg State University 
of Culture has proposed estab-
lishing a department for Persian 
language studies during a meet-
ing with Iranian Culture Minis-
ter Abbas Salehi.  
Alexander Turgayev, president 
of St Petersburg State Universi-
ty of Culture, said the universi-
ty taught six foreign languages 
and was interested in adding 
Persian through a dedicated ac-
ademic chair, IRNA reported on 
Sunday.
Turgayev described Iran’s cul-

ture, art and civilization as “very 
rich” and said he had a personal 
interest in Iranian culture.
Salehi welcomed the proposal 
and instructed Iran’s cultural 
counsellor in Russia to follow 
up with the Russian side on 
setting up the Persian language 
department.
He also addressed professors 
and students at the universi-
ty, located in St Petersburg in 
northwestern Russia.
The meeting was held as part 
of the Days of Iranian Culture 
in Russia, a program aimed at 
expanding cultural exchanges 

between the two countries.
During his visit, Salehi also met 
his Russian counterpart. The 
two countries signed a mem-
orandum of understanding on 
joint film production at a meet-
ing of their joint cultural com-
mittee.
The agreement covers cooper-
ation between Tehran, central 
Iran, and Moscow on producing 
films together.
Salehi had earlier presented 
Iran’s proposals and positions 
on cultural cooperation at the 
12th International United Cul-
tures Forum, where he was the 

first guest official to address the 
plenary session.
The Days of Iranian Culture in 
Russia will officially get under 
way in Moscow on Monday in 
ceremonies attended by the cul-
ture ministers of both countries. 
The program will then move to 
Kazan in western Russia and 
Astrakhan in southwestern 
Russia.
The events are being organized 
by Iran’s cultural mission in 
Moscow and the Islamic Cul-
ture and Relations Organization, 
with Russia’s Culture Ministry 
hosting the program.
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For many Iranians, China brings to 
mind cities such as Beijing, Shanghai, 
Shenzhen or Guangzhou. Chongqing, 
however, is unlikely to be among the 
first names that come to mind.
Yet the vast metropolis in southwest-
ern China is difficult to overlook once 
you are there.
At first sight, Chongqing can appear 
almost like a city from the future. 
High-rise buildings rise across a 
mountainous landscape, elevated 
roads and bridges cut through the 
urban fabric, and entire sections of 
the city seem to have been built at 
different levels. At night, illuminated 
towers, busy streets, restaurants and 
commercial districts give the city a 
particularly vibrant character.
But Chongqing's striking feature is 
not simply its scale or modernity. It is 
the way its rapidly developing urban 
landscape exists alongside history 
and tradition.
Historical sites, traditional architec-
ture and older neighborhoods can 
be found among the skyscrapers and 
modern commercial centers. Former 
air-raid shelters have been turned 
into restaurants and other venues, 
while rivers, cliffs, streets and ele-
vated spaces have become part of the 
city's tourism and commercial iden-
tity.
This unusual combination was also 
central to a three-day field visit to 
Chongqing in September involving 33 
journalists from 30 countries, includ-
ing Iran Daily, as part of a campaign 
marking five years of the city's devel-
opment as an international consump-
tion center.
The visit offered a glimpse of a broad-
er transformation taking place in one 
of China's largest inland cities.
 
From industrial hub to 
international destination
Chongqing was designated in 2021 
as one of China's first pilot cities for 
developing international consump-
tion centers. Five years later, the mu-
nicipal authorities are presenting the 
city as a place where manufacturing, 
logistics, tourism, culture and con-
sumption increasingly overlap.
According to Chongqing officials, 
more than 2,800 domestic and inter-

national brands have established a 
presence in the city, while more than 
2,000 first stores have opened there.
These figures form part of the offi-
cial narrative surrounding the city's 
transformation, but the physical en-
vironment provides a more tangible 
illustration.
In central areas such as Jiefangbei, 
modern shopping centers, restau-
rants and entertainment venues oper-
ate alongside traditional-style blocks 
and historic sites. In Yuzhong District, 
the core urban area, authorities are 
developing an environment intended 
to make shopping, tourism and oth-
er services more accessible to inter-
national visitors, including through 
payment and tax-refund facilities.
The emphasis on consumption is 
therefore not simply about shopping 
malls. Chongqing is attempting to 
turn its distinctive geography and cul-
tural heritage into economic assets.
Its mountainous terrain, which could 
have been regarded as an obstacle 
to conventional urban development, 
has instead become part of the city's 
identity. Restaurants, cultural venues 
and tourist attractions have been in-
corporated into cliffs, former shelters, 
riverfront areas and elevated spaces.
After dark, the city takes on another 
character. Commercial districts re-
main busy late into the evening, while 
restaurants, street-food venues and 
entertainment areas contribute to 
an energetic nightlife. The municipal 
government has promoted the image 
of a “Chongqing that Never Sleeps,” 
and for a visitor walking through the 
city's central districts at night, the 
slogan is easy to understand.
But there is another, less visible side 
to Chongqing's transformation that 
may be of greater interest to interna-
tional observers.
 
Inland city looking outward
Chongqing is not a coastal metropolis. 
Its significance in China's economic 
geography partly comes from its lo-
cation deep inside the country and 
its efforts to overcome the limitations 
associated with being an inland city.
The city has become an important 
node in China's expanding network of 
rail, road, river and maritime connec-
tions. The Chongqing-Xinjiang-Europe 
railway, one of the earliest China-Eu-
rope freight routes, began operating 
in 2011, linking the city with Europe 
through Central Asia. More recent-

ly, regular freight services have also 
been established between Chongqing 
and Central Asian destinations.
The city is also closely associated 
with the New International Land-Sea 
Trade Corridor, a multimodal route 
connecting western China with ports 
in southern China and onward to in-
ternational markets.
This is where Chongqing becomes 
more than a tourism story.
The experience of the city illustrates 
an important feature of China's de-
velopment strategy: geographic dis-
tance from the sea does not necessar-
ily have to mean economic isolation. 
Railways, highways, river transport, 
ports and logistics facilities can be 
combined to connect inland produc-
tion centers with global markets.
Chongqing's economic base also re-
mains strongly industrial. Electron-
ics, automobiles, advanced manufac-
turing and other industries form an 
important part of the city's economy, 
while the development of tourism 
and consumption adds another layer 
to its economic model.
In other words, the city is not simply 
attempting to attract tourists. It is try-
ing to connect production, logistics, 
trade, investment and consumption 
within one increasingly international 
urban system.
 
Why Chongqing matters to 
Iran
For Iranian readers, this aspect of 
Chongqing may be more significant 
than the city's skyscrapers or shop-
ping districts.
Iran, like Chongqing, occupies a po-
tentially important position in wid-
er regional connectivity networks. 
But whereas Chongqing has worked 
to overcome the limitations of being 
an inland city by developing multiple 
transport corridors, Iran's geographi-
cal advantage lies in its position at the 
intersection of several major routes 
linking East Asia, Central Asia, the 
Caucasus, South Asia, the Persian Gulf 
and Europe.
The Belt and Road Initiative has 
placed increasing emphasis on mul-
timodal connectivity, including rail-
ways, roads, ports and logistics cor-
ridors. Chongqing has become one of 
the examples of how such connectiv-
ity can reshape the economic role of 
an inland city.
China's official Belt and Road docu-
ments have specifically identified the 

New International Land-Sea Trade 
Corridor associated with Chongq-
ing as part of the wider connectivity 
network. The city has also expanded 
its freight links with Central Asia, in-
cluding a regular service launched in 
2025 to Uzbekistan through Kazakh-
stan.
For Iran, the significance lies not in 
attempting to reproduce Chongqing's 
model wholesale, but in considering 
how connectivity can be turned into 
broader economic activity.
A railway passing through a coun-
try does not automatically make 
that country a logistics hub. Ports, 
customs systems, industrial zones, 
warehouses, financial services, man-
ufacturing capacity and reliable con-
nections between different modes of 
transport are also needed.
This is particularly relevant as Iran 
seeks to strengthen its role in region-
al transit networks. At the Belt and 
Road Forum in 2023, China and Iran 
were among the countries involved 
in an agreement concerning cooper-
ation on China-Europe freight trains 
passing through Iran. Iran's position 
also gives it potential links with the 
International North-South Transport 
Corridor and routes connecting Cen-
tral Asia with the Persian Gulf and the 
Sea of Oman.
China's experience with Chongqing 
therefore provides a case study of 
a broader question: how can geo-
graphical location be converted into 
sustained economic value?
 
Beyond familiar Chinese cities
For many Iranian travelers and busi-

nesses, Chongqing remains far less 
familiar than cities such as Shanghai 
and Beijing. Yet its experience offers 
a perspective that goes beyond tour-
ism: how an inland metropolis can 
use connectivity, industry and urban 
development to expand its links with 
international markets.
For visitors, this transformation is 
visible in the contrast between the 
futuristic skyline and the older city 
embedded within it.
For businesses, it is visible in rail-
ways, logistics hubs and industrial 
clusters.
And for countries such as Iran, per-
haps the most important lesson is 
found somewhere between the two: 
infrastructure and connectivity mat-
ter most when they are linked to a 
wider economic ecosystem capable of 
turning transit routes into trade, in-
vestment, production and ultimately 
growth.
Chongqing's story is therefore not 
only about a Chinese city seeking to 
attract more visitors. It is also about 
how an inland metropolis is attempt-
ing to redefine its place in an increas-
ingly interconnected Eurasian econ-
omy — a process that may be worth 
following from Iran as well.

Lessons for Iran from inland Chinese hub

Chongqing: China’s little-known metropolis with global outlook

An aerial drone photo taken on September 24, 
2026 shows the construction site of the Shituo 
Yangtze River Bridge along the Chongqing-
Wanzhou High-Speed Railway in Chongqing, 
southwest China
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Iranian Culture Minister Abbas Salehi (L) shakes hands with Alexander Turgayev, 
president of St Petersburg State University of Culture in St Petersburg, Russia on 
September 27, 2026.
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