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The Sixth International Exhi-
bition of Rural and Nomadic
Capabilities was held at the
Tehran International Exhibi-
tion Center from October 8 to
11, featuring local music per-
formances, traditional cuisine
and displays of Iran’s diverse
ethnic customs. The event drew
a strong turnout, although some
visitors and exhibitors said at-
tendance could have been even
higher with broader publicity.
Speaking during a visit to
the exhibition, Anoushirvan
Mohseni-Bandpey, deputy min-
ister for tourism affairs at the
Ministry of Cultural Heritage,
Handicrafts and Tourism, de-
scribed rural and nomadic ar-
eas as a strategic opportunity
to strengthen local economies
and support sustainable devel-
opment across the country.

He highlighted Iran’s climatic,
cultural and social diversity, say-
ing the country’s villages and
nomadic regions offer not only
natural, historical and cultural
attractions but also embody an
important part of Iran’s identity
and traditional way of life. He
said the strategic use of these
assets could create new oppor-
tunities for domestic tourism.
Mohseni-Bandpey noted that
rural and nomadic tourism ex-
tends beyond visiting natural
attractions or showcasing local
products. Customs and tradi-
tions, local ceremonies, indig-
enous architecture, traditional
cuisine, handicrafts and the
lifestyles of local communities
are valuable assets that can be
used to create distinctive trav-
el experiences and introduce
Iranian culture to domestic and
international visitors.

The deputy tourism chief said de-
veloping the sector requires link-
ing cultural and natural resources
with tourism planning and local
community participation.

He stressed that tourism can
contribute to the sustainable
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development of rural areas only
when its benefits improve res-
idents’ livelihoods, strengthen
local businesses and create em-
ployment opportunities, while
also ensuring the protection of
the environment and cultural
heritage.

Highlighting the importance of
the exhibition in presenting the
capabilities of Iran’s provinces,
Mohseni-Bandpey said such
events help introduce visitors to
lesser-known attractions, local-
ly produced goods and a wide
range of travel opportunities.
He added that such exhibitions
can also strengthen links among
tourism professionals, local pro-
ducers, suppliers of cultural and
economic products, and tourism
planners.

Meanwhile, Farshid Zabihi, di-
rector of the Tehran Province of-
fice of the Iran Nomadic Affairs
Organization, highlighted the

ethnic diversity of the province’s
nomadic communities. He said
the province’s nomads include
groups from different parts of
the country whose presence in
the Tehran region dates back ap-
proximately 400 years, and who
have continued their traditional
ways of life and economic activi-
ties over the centuries.

Zabihi added: “In Tehran Prov-
ince, Lor, Turkic and Persian
nomads live and work in five
tribal confederations and 27
sub-tribes. In this respect, the
province’s nomadic communi-
ty can be regarded as a diverse
collection of Iranian ethnic
groups and cultures.”
Referring to visitors’ interest
in local products and tradi-
tional foods, he said: “People
have always welcomed locally
produced goods and tradition-
al cuisine. At this year’s exhibi-
tion, products and foods such as

Aash, a traditional thick soup;
Doogh, a yogurt-based drink;
and nomadic-style kebabs have
been offered and have attracted
considerable public interest.”
The participation of Tehran
Province’s nomads alongside
other ethnic groups from across
the country demonstrates that,
beyond its administrative and
economic importance, the cap-
ital is also home to a wide range
of cultures and traditions.
Events such as this provide an
opportunity to introduce these
cultures to the public and give
them greater visibility.

The head of the Iran Nomadic
Affairs Organization, Jahan-
bakhsh Mirzavand, also de-
scribed the exhibition as an
opportunity to showcase the
potential of these communities.
He said the current govern-
ment had prioritized economic
sustainability, income diversi-

fication and more viable live-
lihoods for rural communities
and nomads.

From this perspective, the exhi-
bition is more than a venue for
showecasing products or holding
cultural performances; it also
serves as a platform for high-
lighting the economic, tourism
and production potential of dif-
ferent regions across the coun-
try. With proper planning and
support, these capacities could
help create jobs and stimulate
local economic activity.

A member of the nomadic com-
munity from Khuzestan Prov-
ince also pointed to the public
interest in the event, saying
the exhibition has consistently
attracted visitors and that Ira-
nians hold rural and nomadic
communities in high regard,
as many families have roots in
these communities.

He said publicity for this year’s

exhibition could have been
more extensive, adding that
attendance would have been
higher if promotional and in-
formation campaigns had been
conducted on a larger scale, as
in previous editions.

“At this exhibition, we have tried
to introduce visitors to aspects
of our culture and way of life
through traditional musical
instruments, local cuisine and
cultural rituals,” he said.

The exhibitor added that the
Bakhtiari tribe and other eth-
nic groups had also present-
ed their distinctive ceremo-
nies and traditions, including
traditional wedding rituals,
which had been well received
by visitors.

Showcasing these traditions
alongside local products offers
younger generations an oppor-
tunity to learn about customs
that form part of the cultural
identity of different regions
across Iran — traditions that
remain an integral part of ev-
eryday life in rural and nomadic
communities.

At this year’s exhibition, more
than 400 booths were set up to
showcase the capabilities and
products of the country’s prov-
inces, while 50 booths were ded-
icated to startups and technology.
In addition, 500 performers, or-
ganized into 40 groups, present-
ed traditional songs and music
from different regions of Iran.
The public’s enthusiastic re-
sponse to the event once again
demonstrates that showcasing
the cultures and lifestyles of
Iran’s ethnic groups, alongside
the productive and economic
potential of rural communities
and nomads, can attract consid-
erable public interest, particu-
larly among families.
Nevertheless, broader publicity
about the dates and programs
of such exhibitions could en-
courage greater public atten-
dance and enable more people
to benefit from these cultural
opportunities.

Ancient ganats play vital role
in Zanjan’'s water sustainability

( Iranica Desk )

Zanjan Province has 828 reg-
istered ganats, traditional
underground water channels
that represent a valuable her-
itage and play a vital role in
sustaining the region’s water
resources, an official with the
provincial Agricultural Jihad
Organization said.

Majid Ja'fari, director of the
organization’s Water and Soil
Department, said qanats are
more than engineering struc-
tures; they are living heri-
tage that must be protected
through careful planning, chtn.
ir wrote.

In recent years, the active par-
ticipation of farmers in desilt-
ing projects has been one of
the main factors behind efforts
to restore and maintain the
ganats, he noted.

Despite being centuries old,
these traditional systems
continue to play a key role in
supplying water and preserv-
ing the sustainability of local
water resources.

Ja'fari said the qanats are a tes-
tament to the ingenuity of past
generations in adapting to cli-
mate change. Protecting them,
he added, is essential not only
for agriculture today but also
for the future of tourism and

cultural heritage in Zanjan.

He said the ultimate goal is
to preserve qanats not only
as sources of water but also
as symbols of sustainability
and local identity, as well as
attractions for domestic and
international tourists.
Visiting these remarkable
structures, learning about the
traditional knowledge and
techniques used to construct
ganats, also known as Kariz,
and experiencing life along-
side farming communities
could help turn Zanjan into
one of Iran’s leading destina-
tions for agricultural tourism,
he added.

Maragheh Apple Festival demonstrates
agricultural, cultural heritage

( Iranica Desk )

The Maragheh Apple Festival,
held annually in mid-October,
is one of the country’s import-
ant events for promoting rural
development, the Presidential
Office’s Director General for
Rural Development and Un-
derprivileged Areas said.
Alireza Nakhaei emphasized
the office’s support for hold-
ing various rural and agricul-
tural festivals, saying that such
events should help strengthen
rural economies and promote
tourism across the country.
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He said these objectives
should be given serious con-
sideration by local officials in
organizing the 13th edition of
the Maragheh Apple Festival,
according to chtn.ir
Describing the festival as one
of the oldest events of its kind,
Nakhaei said that after 12 edi-
tions, greater efforts should
be made to generate income
and significantly improve the
livelihoods of orchard owners
in Maragheh, East Azarbaijan
province.

He also highlighted Mara-
gheh’s tourism potential and

its historical and cultural heri-
tage, saying these assets, com-
bined with the county’s strong
agricultural sector and apple
production, could turn it into
a major hub for rural tourism.
Nakhaei added that festivals
are not merely cultural events
that bring joy to local commu-
nities; they also showcase the
tangible and intangible heri-
tage, customs and traditions
of different cities. Such events
should be held on a grand
scale, with media outlets used
to promote the regions’ poten-
tial, he said.




