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More than 60 urban development 
and restoration projects have 
been carried out over the past 
three and a half years in Isfahan’s 
historic Dardasht Neighborhood 
, covering an area of 70 hectares, 
as part of a major initiative to re-
vive and regenerate the neighbor-
hood, a former head of the Isfah-
an Municipality’s Renovation and 
Rehabilitation Organization said.
Mohammad Ali Izadkhasti made 
the remarks at the inauguration 
of the historic Dardasht passage-
way, a landmark area showcasing 
the city’s rich artistic and archi-
tectural heritage, at Shahshahan 
Square.
He said the regeneration model, 
developed on the basis of the his-
torical DNA of traditional neigh-
bourhoods, had been recognized 
and commended as a leading 
national initiative, according to 
IRNA.
Izadkhasti said Isfahan’s princi-
pal neighbourhoods predated the 
advent of Islam, with several ear-
ly settlements forming the city’s 
original core. In 2021, under the 
direction of the then mayor, an 
assessment of the historic urban 
fabric was conducted to identify 
the most important area for in-
vestment.
Dardasht was selected as a pri-
ority, having served as Isfahan’s 
main center of development be-
fore the Safavid era. The neigh-
borhood retained its significance 
during the Safavid period, even 
as the city expanded southwards, 
and had been a major urban cen-

ter under the Buyid and Ilkhanid 
dynasties.
However, he said, Dardasht had 
suffered decades of neglect over 
the past century, falling behind 
urban development and sustain-
ing considerable damage.

More than 70 historic buildings 
in the neighborhood  were at risk 
of destruction, while residents 
were gradually leaving their 
homes, making a comprehensive 
program of rehabilitation neces-
sary, he added.
Following detailed studies in 
2022, the Guidelines for the 
Revitalisation of Iran’s Historic 
Neighbourhoods were developed. 
In April 2024, the initiative was 
recognised and commended by 
the minister of culture and Islam-
ic guidance as a leading national 
project.
The framework consists of seven 
stages designed to protect his-
toric neighbourhoods in Iranian 
cities according to their historical 

identity while integrating them 
into contemporary urban life and 
carefully planned social activities.
Izadkhasti said more than 60 
urban development projects 
had been implemented in the 
70-hectare neighborhood  be-

tween 2023 and 2026 by staff 
of the municipality’s Renovation 
and Rehabilitation Organization.
The work included improve-
ments to the street-facing façades 
of more than 150 residential and 
commercial properties to restore 
architectural cohesion across the 
neighborhood. 
Nearly 40 decorative cypress 
motifs, rendered in tilework and 
inspired by the Isfahan school 
of miniature painting, were also 
installed throughout the neigh-
borhood . Each design is distinct, 
he said, adding that the features 
were expected to contribute sig-
nificantly to tourism.
Street lighting was upgraded 
throughout the route, while near-

ly three kilometers of paving and 
pedestrian passageways were 
developed. Dozens of historic 
buildings, several traditional 
public water structures known 
as Saqqakhaneh, and eight urban 
squares were also redesigned or 

reconstructed.
The designs were based on a 
detailed study of the area’s his-
torical characteristics. In cooper-
ation with the provincial cultural 
heritage department, more than 
250,000 historical photographs 
of Isfahan were collected, digi-
tized and analyzed to inform the 
regeneration work, Izadkhasti 
said.
Describing the design of the main 
square in the neighborhood , Iza-
dkhasti said the space opposite 
the Shahshahan Mausoleum 
was inspired by the traditional 
concept of the Iranian courtyard 
house. The design features an 
elongated pool alongside land-
scaped greenery, with the pool 

extending towards the entrance 
of the main building leading to 
the mausoleum.
The Dardasht Bazaar also under-
went detailed restoration, down 
to its smallest architectural fea-
tures.

Izadkhasti said restoration efforts 
had extended beyond Dardasht. 
More than 30 mausoleums at 
Takht-e Foulad, Isfahan’s historic 
cemetery complex, were fully re-
stored. He argued that the work 
carried out in 2022 and 2023 had 
helped preserve the site amid 
attacks in the surrounding area 
during the 40-day war.
At Isfahan’s Grand Bazaar, 16 
sections and five markets that 
had been completely destroyed 
were also restored. Nearly 75 ad-
ditional market bays were added 
to the city’s historic bazaars over 
the four-year period, equivalent 
to approximately one-quarter of 
the area of Naqsh-e Jahan Square, 
he said.

Izadkhasti said the regeneration 
program drew inspiration from 
the Safavid era’s approach to 
urban planning, in which phil-
osophical principles and intel-
lectual frameworks were estab-
lished before being translated 
into architectural and urban 
designs.
He said thousands of hours of dis-
cussions and planning sessions 
had been devoted to examining 
philosophical foundations, in-
cluding the school of Mulla Sa-
dra, before developing a design 
framework for the urban squares 
and adapting their architecture to 
the local context.
The main objective of the Darda-
sht regeneration project, he said, 
was to bring residents back to the 
historic neighborhood.
“The most important target 
group is the people who live in 
this neighborhood,” he said, add-
ing that one of the project’s most 
significant achievements had 
been the return of long-estab-
lished local residents.
The revitalization program has 
also attracted private investment. 
More than 14 historic houses 
have been restored to a high 
standard and converted into tra-
ditional accommodation for cul-
tural and eco-tourism this year, 
with funding from local investors 
and residents.
The municipality covered the 
costs of improving public spaces 
and restoring public buildings 
and facilities, while the rehabil-
itation of privately owned prop-
erties was financed by their own-
ers, he said.

The director-general of 
Fars Province’s Cultural 
Heritage, Tourism and 
Handicrafts Organization 
emphasized the role of 
traditional handicrafts in 
preserving national iden-
tity.
Behzad Moridi made the 
remarks on the sidelines 
of a visit to the “Third Na-
tional Iranian Vest Event” 
and the “Third Ethnic Em-
broidery Workshop”, ac-
cording to chtn.ir.
“When we speak of the 
Iranian vest and the em-
broidery traditions of 
different ethnic groups, 
we are essentially talking 
about Iranian identity and 
our material culture,” Mo-
ridi said. “Handicrafts are 
one of the main pillars of 
material culture and have 
historically symbolized 
the strength and authen-
ticity of societies.”
Pointing to the challenges 
posed by globalization and 
cultural homogenization, 
the provincial official said 
that preserving cultural 
differences and the diver-
sity of artistic roots was 
one of the most important 
ways to safeguard national 
identity.
“In a world where efforts 
are being made to homog-
enize cultures, preserving 

cultural differences and 
the diversity of artistic 
traditions is a major form 
of resistance in defense of 
national identity,” he said. 
“We must not allow cultur-
al management to move 
toward homogenization 
and the elimination of the 
valuable differences root-
ed in Iran’s diverse cultur-
al traditions.”
Explaining his perspective 
on Iran’s cultural diversity, 
Moridi said that although 
each region of the country 
has its own languages and 
dialects, all these differenc-
es come together under 
one shared identity: Iran.
“Just as our different lan-
guages — Persian, Kurd-
ish, Turkish, Balochi and 
others — belong to a 
single nation, the colors, 

designs and embroidery 
patterns from different 
parts of the country ulti-
mately express a shared 
and unified Iranian visual 
language,” he said.
Moridi also noted that 
holding the events as part 
of Shiraz’s Mehr Tourism 
Festival, running from 
September 27 to October 
17, was an important step 
toward introducing the 
cultural potential of Fars 
Province to domestic and 
international tourists.
He stressed that such 
workshops and events 
provide an opportunity 
for people to appreciate 
Iran’s ancient heritage 
and help connect differ-
ent generations with the 
country’s authentic artis-
tic traditions.

The National Camper and Caravan 
Rally has kicked off on Tuesday in 
Ferdows, South Khorasan Province, 
with more than 50 travel-equipped 
vehicles from across Iran taking part. 
The 12-day event began with a 
visit to the UNESCO-listed Baladeh 
Qanat, and will pass through eight 
counties across the province to 
showcase its historical, natural and 
cultural attractions and promote 
road tourism, chtn.ir wrote.
The rally aims to introduce less-
er-known tourist destinations in 
South Khorasan, encourage road 
trips and promote adventure and 
responsible tourism. Over the 
course of 12 days, participants will 
explore the province’s historical, 
natural and cultural attractions 
along a continuous route.
Mohammad Arab, deputy head of 
South Khorasan Province’s Cultural 
Heritage, Tourism and Handicrafts 

Organization, described the partic-
ipation of the national caravan as a 
valuable opportunity to highlight the 
tourism potential of eastern Iran.
“With its rich historical heritage, 
diverse natural attractions and 
tradition of hospitality, South Kho-
rasan has considerable potential 
for developing road and adventure 
tourism,” he said.
Arab added that launching the rally 
in Ferdows, near the UNESCO-list-
ed Baladeh Qanat, provided an 
opportunity to connect historical 
heritage with modern travel expe-
riences. Campervans and caravans 
offer tourists a different way to 
travel, allowing them to become 
more closely acquainted with lo-
cal attractions, culture and ways of 
life, he said.
During the 12-day journey, partic-
ipants will discover a range of the 
province’s attractions, from his-
torical and cultural sites to desert 
landscapes and natural scenery.

Arab further noted that the trip co-
incides with more than 10 local fes-
tivals and cultural events, providing 
opportunities to showcase regional 
customs, local products, handicrafts 
and the economic potential of dif-
ferent parts of the province.
Such events can help boost small 
businesses and distribute the ben-
efits of tourism more evenly by 
encouraging visitors to stay longer 
and use local services, he said.
Arab stressed that road tourism 
can become a sustainable model 
only if the promotion of tourist at-
tractions goes hand in hand with 
environmental and cultural her-
itage protection, respect for host 
communities and responsible trav-
el management.
He said the rally offers an oppor-
tunity to strengthen this approach 
and present South Khorasan as a 
distinctive destination for travel-
ers seeking exploratory and adven-
ture-oriented experiences.  
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