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Calculus of risk
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dle East, specifically the maritime corridors of
the Persian Gulf and the Bab al-Mandab Strait, 9 >
has evolved into a complex theater of “hybrid
deterrence.” The decision by the Trump admin-
istration to engage in high-risk military opera-
tions in this region—despite the sophisticated
military disposition of Iran in the south and the
asymmetric capabilities of the Houthi forces
in Yemen—is not a product of tactical over-
sight, but rather a calculated strategic gamble
based on three primary pillars: the restoration
of “Maximum Pressure,” the disruption of the
“Axis of Resistance” maritime synergy, and the
necessity of signaling credibility to global allies.

Challenge of ‘southern arc’

To understand the risk, one must first acknowl-
edge the operational reality. Iran has success-
fully transitioned from a traditional coastal
defense to a “distributed maritime strategy.’
By utilizing swarms of fast-attack craft, ad-
vanced anti-ship cruise missiles (ascMs), and an
integrated network of drones, Iran has created
a “no-go zone” that threatens the free flow of
oil. Simultaneously, the Houthis in Yemen have
transformed the Bab al-Mandab Strait into a
strategic chokepoint. Their ability to employ
long-range drones and ballistic missiles against
commercial and military shipping has effec-
tively extended Iran’s operational reach from
the Gulf of Oman to the Red Sea, creating a co-
ordinated “maritime pincer” that challenges U.S.
naval hegemony.

Why engage now? Logic of ‘preemptive
escalation’

Given these risks, why would Trump opt for a
high-stakes intervention? The answer lies in the
philosophy of “Peace through Page 8 >
Strength.”In the eyes of the
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