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based on credible guarantees 2

Riyadh could tap Iran’s diplomatic clout to help resolve Yemen crisis

While Saudi officials have ac-
cused Iran of involvement in 
Yemeni operations, Tehran has 
dismissed the allegations and 
expressed its readiness to use 
its good offices to help bring the 
hostilities to an end, offering 

to draw on all its 
capabilities if 

requested by 
the parties. In 
an interview 
with Iran Dai-

ly, internation-
al affairs expert 

Abed Akbari said Riyadh could 
benefit from Iran’s diplomatic 
clout, provided it viewed Tehran 
not as part of the problem but 
as a player capable of helping 
resolve it. Ultimately, the success 
of any such effort will depend on 
whether both sides see de-escala-
tion not as a concession to a rival, 
but as an investment in their own 
national security.

IRAN DAILY: Given that the esca-
lation of Saudi-Yemeni hostilities 
coincides with broader military 
developments across the region, 
what do you see as the strategic 
calculations of the Yemeni forc-
es? Could the current situation 
affect their assessment of the 
balance of power and how they 
pursue their demands? What 
factors could prevent the conflict 
from widening and help bring 
the parties back to a political 
process?
AKBARI: From a strategic per-
spective, the actions of the Yemeni 
forces should be analyzed in the 
context of their efforts to turn mili-
tary capabilities into leverage at the 
negotiating table. These forces have 
come to recognize that Yemen’s 
geopolitical position, particularly 
its proximity to the Bab al-Mandab 
Strait and vital global trade routes, 
gives them leverage that extends 
well beyond their conventional mil-
itary capabilities. Yemen’s strategic 
significance, in fact, is not confined 
to its territory and population; it 
stems from its location at the inter-
section of security dynamics in the 

Red Sea, the Gulf of Aden and the 
Indian Ocean.
The escalation of regional tensions 
could affect the Yemeni forces’ cal-
culations in two ways. On the one 
hand, increased pressure on re-
gional rivals and the expansion of 
conflict fronts could create oppor-
tunities for them to strengthen their 
bargaining position. On the other 
hand, the same conditions could 
pave the way for broader military 
coalitions and raise the political, 
economic and security costs of their 
actions. It would therefore be wrong 
to assume that any escalation in 
hostilities will necessarily enhance 
these forces’ strategic standing. At 
times, the use of military power 
without a clear political endgame 
can undermine the very gains the 
actor deploying it seeks to secure.
Preventing the conflict from 
spreading requires a distinction be-
tween Yemen’s security concerns, 
regional rivalries and the country’s 
humanitarian crisis. Halting recip-
rocal attacks, ensuring maritime se-
curity, reducing military interven-
tion and establishing an inclusive 
political framework that takes into 

account the demands and concerns 
of Yemen’s main actors could help 
contain the crisis. The key point is 
that a lasting solution cannot be 
pursued through military pressure 
alone. Any arrangement imposed 
without regard for Yemen’s polit-
ical and social realities is likely to 
reproduce the crisis.
 
What diplomatic tools and ca-
pabilities does Tehran have at 
its disposal to ease tensions be-
tween Saudi Arabia and the Ye-
meni side? How optimistic can 
one be about Tehran’s ability to 
play a role in this regard? Might 
Riyadh also draw on Iran’s dip-
lomatic potential to advance a 
political solution?
Iran has a range of political, diplo-
matic and regional capabilities that 
could enable it to play a construc-
tive role in easing tensions between 
Saudi Arabia and the Yemeni forc-
es. Diplomatic ties between Tehran 
and Riyadh, their experience of bi-
lateral dialogue in recent years, and 
Iran’s contacts with some influen-
tial actors in Yemen’s political and 
security landscape could provide a 

basis for conveying messages, facil-
itating dialogue and helping reduce 
security-related misperceptions. 
However, it is important to distin-
guish between having the capacity 
to mediate and being able to guar-
antee an outcome. No actor, even 
one with considerable influence, 
can single-handedly substitute its 
own will for the political will of the 
parties to a conflict.
In my view, Iran’s greatest diplo-
matic advantage in this context 
lies in its ability to link bilateral 
talks to a broader framework for 
regional security. Tehran can stress 
the need to halt the cycle of attacks 
and retaliatory actions, ensure the 
security of maritime routes, respect 
national sovereignty and resolve 
disputes through political means. 
At the same time, any diplomatic 
initiative will be effective only if it 
takes a realistic view of the limits 
of various actors’ influence and rec-
ognizes the independence of the Ye-
meni parties’ political calculations.
The resumption of diplomatic rela-
tions between Iran and Saudi Ara-
bia has not, in itself, resolved the 
two countries’ strategic differenc-

es, but it has created an essential 
channel for managing them. There 
is therefore reason to be optimistic 
about Tehran’s potential role, pro-
vided it is defined as part of a mul-
tilateral process based on mutual 
interests, rather than as a unilateral 
initiative or a competition to secure 
geopolitical advantages.
Riyadh, too, could benefit from 
Iran’s diplomatic capabilities, par-
ticularly if it concludes that pro-
longing the conflict carries greater 
security and economic costs than 
reaching a political settlement. This 
would, however, require Saudi Ara-
bia to view Iran not as part of the 
problem, but as an influential play-
er in managing it. Tehran, in turn, 
could demonstrate that stability in 
Yemen and regional security serve 
the shared interests of countries 
across the region, regardless of 
their bilateral differences. Ultimate-
ly, the success of such a process will 
depend on whether 
both sides view 
de-escalation not as a concession 
to a rival, but as an investment in 
strengthening their own national 
security.
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Abed Akbari

Iran's Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi (2nd L) departs with other delegates after a family photo during the 52nd session of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) Council of 
Foreign Ministers in Baghdad, Iraq, on October 17, 2026.
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