Pezeshkian:
Iran no longer
needs gasoline
imports

after curbing
consumption

(3

Iran Daily

Vol. 8242 Monday, October 19, 2026 = Mehr 27, 1405

Jumada al-Awwal 08, 1448 = 100,000 rials

8 pages

H" H"”l ‘"HI‘”HI“HIH > irandaily.ir ‘ newspaper.irandaily.ir ‘ ® IranDailyWeb

Iran says its seven-day plan to reopen

Strait of Hormuz still on table

Araghchi: Lebanon’s internal affairs a matter for Lebanese themselves

France rocked by nationwide
protests, clashes, blazes
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A protester faces off with riot police in France’s capital Paris, during demonstrations by high school students for better conditions at their schools on October 17, 2026.

How will Trump, Putin’s
diesel deal impact Russia,
global markets?

U23 Wrestling World Championships:
Iran dominates Day 2

in freestyle, closes in

on historic double

E &

Vienna conference highlights
interfaith dialogue as a path to
peace
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Iran-Pakistan border disruption unlikely to trigger short-term transit crisis

By Delaram Ahmadi
Staff writer

INTERVIEW

EXCLUSIVE

Reports emerged on Saturday
that commercial activity at a
crossing between Iran and
Pakistan had been suspend-
ed. Iranian Foreign Ministry
spokesman Es-

maeil Baghaei
subsequently
confirmed
that border
traffic and
exchanges be-
tween the two

countries had been tempo-
rarily halted, citing “technical
issues and the need to take
precautionary measures.”
He said the problem would
be resolved as soon as possi-
ble following consultations
between Iranian and Paki-
stani officials. The disruption
comes as Pakistan’s land bor-
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Amin Rezaeinejad

ders have taken on greater
importance for the transit of
Iranian goods following the
US naval blockade. However,
Amin Rezaeinejad, an expert
on Pakistan affairs, told Iran
Daily that the border closure
would not trigger a crisis in
Iran’s goods transit in the
short term, although a pro-
longed disruption could cre-
ate serious problems in the
long run.

IRAN DAILY: What impact
could a temporary sus-
pension of cross-border
exchanges have on Iran’s
foreign trade and transit ca-
pacity?

REZAEINEJAD: Iran continues
to move goods through its oth-
er borders. Pakistani officials
have also indicated that the
closure will probably be limited
to Saturday and Sunday. So the
situation may not develop into
the kind of crisis we anticipate.
It would be premature to as-

sume that Iran’s borders with
Pakistan are being completely
sealed off and that trade be-
tween the two countries could
be entirely restricted. Even
if that happens, Iran can still
temporarily maintain its tran-
sit routes to China through its
northern borders, via Afghani-
stan and the Wakhan Corridor.
However, this route cannot
replace the Pakistani border
because goods are unloaded at
the port of Karachi and trans-
ported from there toward Iran.
The Wakhan Corridor does not
currently have the capacity to
handle such volumes.

This would leave Iran relying
on its northern borders with
neighboring countries, as well
as its western borders with
Iraq and, to some extent, Tur-
key in the northwest. If the clo-
sure persists, [ran will lose part
of its transit capacity. However,
a goods transit crisis is unlikely
to occur in the short term.

The situation could become

more serious over the longer
term. Iran has several border
crossings with Pakistan, all of
which are regularly active. If
these crossings are closed, the
disruption could eventually
become a source of crisis, par-
ticularly given the restrictions
on air and maritime routes—in
effect. But in the short term, I
do not expect any major conse-
quences.

Given the US Treasury De-
partment’s recent warnings
about foreign financial insti-
tutions doing business with
sanctioned Iranian entities,
to what extent is it possible
that the suspension of com-
mercial activity at Iran-Pa-
kistan border crossings has
been influenced by political
and economic pressure from
Washington, beyond the stat-
ed technical reasons?

One important factor in Pa-
kistan’s relationship with the
United States is the country's

substantial debt exposure to
Washington through its obli-
gations to the International
Monetary Fund and the World
Bank. This debt is roughly
three times Pakistan’s foreign
exchange reserves.

We will have to wait to deter-
mine whether the closure is
genuinely due to technical is-
sues. Officials have indicated
that the border will probably
reopen on Monday. If it remains
closed beyond that point, we
may be able to conclude that
the United States is putting
pressure on Pakistan, given the
scale of its debt.

In that case, the stated techni-
cal reasons may well be a pre-
text, and Pakistan may have
closed the crossings because of
the economic pressure it faces
as a result of its debt obliga-
tions. In practice, this would
mean that Pakistan was align-
ing itself with Washington’s
policy of imposing a land block-
ade on Iran.

To what extent does Islam-
abad have the capacity and
political will to resolve the
problem swiftly and pre-
vent further disruptions to
cross-border traffic? What
steps could help ensure that
external pressure does not
undermine trade relations
between the two countries?
Pakistan is heavily influenced
by the United States, and that
cannot be overlooked. Despite
the substantial investments
China has made in the country,
Pakistan’s trade balance still
tilts toward the United States
and Western countries more
broadly. This is a factor that
cannot be ignored.

As a result, Pakistan is heav-
ily dependent on the United
States economically, including
through the World Bank, the
IMF and the in- Page 2 >
ternational mon-

etary order established by
Washington. Pakistan remains
deeply tied to this system.



