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Izeh, a treasure trove of the an-
cient civilizations of the central
Zagros, has made fresh progress
over the past year in archaeologi-
cal research, the protection of his-
toric sites and the documentation
of heritage assets.

These efforts, alongside the
preparation of more than eight
dossiers and the development
of management plans for his-
toric sites, are opening up new
prospects for safeguarding the
region’s rich cultural heritage.
Sadeq Sheikhi, head of the Ar-
chaeology Unit at the Khuzestan
Province’s Cultural Heritage Or-
ganization and director of the
National Heritage Site for the
Cultural and Historical Landscape
of Izeh, wrote in an article that
protecting Izeh'’s historical heri-
tage requires not only scientific
research but also coordinated
planning, adequate funding and
cooperation among the relevant
authorities. With archaeological
remains spanning the Paleolithic
and prehistoric periods through
the Elamite, Parthian-Elymaean,
Sassanid and Islamic eras, Izeh is
one of the central Zagros region’s
most significant archaeological
areas. Its prominent rock carv-
ings and historic sites offer con-
siderable potential for advancing
understanding of Iran’s history

Izeh advances efforts
to protect historic sites

and cultural identity. Preserving
this heritage, however, requires
a sustained, long-term strategy
rather than a series of isolated
interventions.

One of the major initiatives un-
dertaken over the past year has
been the preparation of man-
agement plans for Izeh'’s historic
sites. The plans are designed to
identify conservation, restoration
and research needs, organize
access routes and establish the
practical requirements for man-

aging each site. The installation of
lighting infrastructure and CCTV
cameras at Kul-e Farah is among
the measures implemented as
part of this approach.

However, protecting historic
sites requires more than techni-
cal measures and expert assess-
ments. Unauthorized interven-
tions, limited financial resources
and the need for legal and judicial
support remain major challeng-
es, requiring closer cooperation
among executive bodies and the
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institutions responsible for heri-
tage protection. Izeh’s historical
heritage is a public asset, and the
responsibility for preserving it
cannot rest solely with specialists
and cultural heritage authorities.
Alongside conservation efforts,
the preparation of more than
eight dossiers concerning site
boundaries and buffer zones, as
well as the registration of historic
artifacts, structures and archaeo-
logical sites, has been cited as
another achievement of the Aya-

pir National Heritage Site over
the past year. The dossiers were
compiled using the expertise of
the team, without a separate ded-
icated budget.

Continuing this work, together
with the establishment of a pot-
tery database, research into nat-
ural heritage and periodic site
monitoring, could further expand
scientific knowledge of the region.
Nevertheless, Izeh’s inscription
on the UNESCO World Heritage
List cannot be achieved simply

by increasing the number of dos-
siers or carrying out a handful of
site-improvement projects. The
process requires well-document-
ed research, effective conserva-
tion, integrated site management,
adequate financial resources and
the participation of local commu-
nities. Coordination among the
responsible institutions and the
translation of expert plans into
sustained practical action are es-
sential to advancing this goal.
Today, more than ever, Izeh
needs a long-term vision for its
historical heritage — one that
regards archaeological remains
not merely as relics of the past,
but as assets underpinning cul-
tural identity, scientific research
and sustainable regional de-
velopment. The progress made
over the past year could lay the
groundwork for further advanc-
es, but achieving the desired re-
sults will depend on maintaining
these efforts and providing effec-
tive support for conservation and
research programs.

Securing World Heritage status
for Izeh would mean more than
gaining an international designa-
tion. It would offer an opportuni-
ty to ensure the lasting protection
of a valuable chapter of Iran’s
history — a goal that requires
a shared commitment from ex-
perts, officials, responsible insti-
tutions and the local community.
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Iran’s vehicle registration his-
tory dates back to 1926, when
the country’s first automobiles
began arriving. At the time, a
set of 32 regulations governing
vehicle registration was draft-
ed. The rules were finalized in
19209, three years after the cars’
introduction, and required ve-
hicles to display five separate
plates.

The book “The First Number
Plate: A History of Vehicle
Registration in Iran, from Its
Origins to the Introduction of
National Plates” has been pub-
lished by the Cultural Museums
Institute of the Mostazafan
Foundation, in collaboration
with the Traffic Police Applied
Research Center.

The publication examines the
history of vehicle license plates
in Iran, from the arrival of the
first automobiles and the estab-
lishment of early registration
systems to the introduction and
adoption of national plates. Its
contents draw on historical re-
search, documentary evidence
and authoritative sources, par-
ticularly archival materials held
at the Iran Classic Car Museum,
according to IBNA.

At first glance, a vehicle license
plate may appear to be little
more than a combination of
numbers, letters or symbols
used to identify a vehicle. Like
a fingerprint, it must be unique.
Viewed more closely, however,
alicense plate can also serve as
a historical record, reflecting
the technological, administra-
tive, social and even political
changes of its time.

The evolution of license plates
in Iran began with the arriv-
al of the first motor vehicles
more than a century ago.
Since then, their structure,
function, identification sys-
tems and physical appearance
have undergone numerous
changes. The book seeks to
retrace this history and bring
together knowledge that has
previously appeared only in

Book traces history of license plates in Iran

scattered and limited refer-
ences.

In the book’s foreword, Hamid-
reza Soleimani, managing di-
rector of the Cultural Institute
of Bonyad Museums, outlines
the publication’s main themes:
“The study begins with a brief
account of the arrival of the po-
lice and the emergence of early
traffic-control systems in Iran,
noting that the development of
license plates cannot be sepa-
rated from the establishment of
institutions responsible for ur-
ban order and traffic manage-
ment. It then traces the phys-
ical evolution of plates, from
the earliest simple designs to
modern national plates. Their
materials, colors, dimensions,
lettering, distinctive markings
and graphic features are exam-
ined in detail.

“Another key section classifies
plates according to type and
use, including private, govern-
ment, public-service, military
and ceremonial vehicles, as
well as the technical and ad-
ministrative requirements
associated with each catego-
ry. These classifications, the
foreword notes, help explain
not only the structure of reg-
istration systems but also how
vehicles were organized and
managed in different historical
periods.

“The book also reviews select-
ed traffic and vehicle-registra-
tion laws and regulations to
clarify the legal and adminis-
trative framework governing
license plates.”

Soleimani says the need for
the publication arose from the
limited attention previously
given to the subject. Until now,
the history of Iranian license
plates has generally been cov-
ered only briefly, in individual
chapters of various books. This
research gap prompted the
compilation of a comprehen-
sive account intended to shed

light on a relatively overlooked
aspect of Iran’s contemporary
history.

The earliest vehicle-number-
ing efforts in Iran predated the
arrival of automobiles. During
the premiership of Vosough
al-Dowleh in 1919, numbered
plates were attached to horse-
drawn carriages and carts un-

der the supervision of the mu-
nicipal administration, known
as the Baladieh.

The initiative aimed to im-
prove urban order, regulate
the movement of public con-
veyances and collect municipal
taxes and fees. Tehran and sev-
eral other major Iranian cities
were expanding rapidly, and
the growing number of carriag-
es and carts had created chal-
lenges in traffic management,
enforcement and handling
public complaints.

The municipal authorities
therefore introduced a num-
bering system for urban vehi-
cles to make it easier to identify
owners, track routes and deter-
mine the taxes or fees payable.
The plates were generally
made of metal, with numbers

either embossed or paint-
ed in clearly distinguishable
colors. Municipal officers
were tasked with regularly
patrolling major routes and
fining vehicles that lacked
plates or displayed damaged
or defaced ones.

The initiative marked one of
the earliest steps toward a for-

mal system for registering and
identifying vehicles in Iran, a
system that would later expand
and become more sophisticat-
ed with the arrival of automo-
biles.

The country’s first automo-
bile license plates date back
to 1926, when the first cars
were introduced. A set of 32
registration regulations was
drafted that year and finalized
in 1929. Under the rules, each
vehicle was required to carry
five separate plates: the man-
ufacturer’s name, the owner’s
address, a rear number plate,
a front number plate and a tax
plate.

As the number of automobiles
increased, the need to revise
the regulations became ap-
parent. By around 1929, when
the number of private cars in
the city had reached 1,522, the
plate format was changed. The
new design featured the city’s
name alongside a four-digit
number displayed above it, re-
placing the earlier system.
This change marked the be-
ginning of a series of develop-
ments that would continue as
motorized transport expanded,
eventually leading to a modern
vehicle-registration system in
Iran.

During the First Pahlavi era,
the formal establishment of
the traffic police helped drive
efforts to replace the fragment-
ed system of multiple plate
formats with a standardized,
recognizable design.

In the early years of automo-
bile use in Iran, registration
was largely local and tempo-
rary. Municipalities and gov-
ernment agencies issued plates
according to their own needs,
with no comprehensive nation-
wide system in place.

This fragmentation created dif-
ficulties in monitoring traffic,
identifying vehicles, handling
violations, preventing theft and

collecting taxes. With the estab-
lishment of the police adminis-
tration and, subsequently, the
traffic police, the government
recognized the need for a uni-
fied and standardized system
and began planning plates with
consistent specifications.

The first official registration
standards introduced defined
plate dimensions, called for
metal rather than less dura-
ble materials such as wood or
cardboard, and required legible
letters and numbers that could
be read from a reasonable dis-
tance.

The shift represented a fun-
damental transition from ru-
dimentary, fragmented local
numbering to a more system-
atic, legally regulated and na-
tionwide approach to vehicle
registration. It also laid the
groundwork for the more ad-
vanced, integrated national
systems that followed.

During the 1950s and 1960s,
a sharp increase in domestic
vehicle production, imports of
foreign cars and intercity trav-
el ushered in a new phase in
Iran’s license-plate system.
Urban and provincial registra-
tion codes emerged, with each
city or province identified by
a designated letter or num-
ber. Tehran, for example, was
associated with the letter “T,”
while Isfahan was identified
by the number “1.” Four- or
five-digit numbers were then
assigned to vehicles in regis-
tration order.

The geographic coding system
was designed to make vehicles
easier to identify throughout
the country. It quickly became
part of everyday culture, with
plate codes developing into
recognizable symbols of urban
identity.

Beyond identification, the sys-
tem played an important role in
compiling vehicle statistics, col-
lecting taxes, monitoring traffic
and pursuing road violations. It
became one of the most signif-
icant stages in the evolution of
vehicle registration in Iran.




