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Iran, Russia agree regional conflicts have 
no military solution: FM 2

U23 Wrestling World Championships:

Khateri, Yousefi grab golds as 
Iran sweeps historic double

Iran’s northern 
corridors offer new 
opportunities for 
regional trade

Recent developments, particularly the US 
naval blockade of Iran, which is effective-
ly a military measure, and the restrictions 
imposed on the country’s southern routes, 
have naturally drawn greater attention to 
northern neighbors, especially those shar-
ing land borders with Iran. Within this 
context, the countries of Central Asia and 
the Caucasus have gained particular signifi-
cance, notably those that maintain maritime 
links with Iran through the Caspian Sea in 
addition to sharing land borders.
First, it is important to note that Iran occupies 
a unique geopolitical position, situated be-
tween East Asia, Central Asia, Europe and Af-
rica, with access to the latter regions through 
the Sea of Oman and the Persian Gulf. This 
gives Iran a distinctive place in the region. The 
needs of Iran and its neighboring countries 
are, in fact, interdependent: each side relies 
on the other, and keeping their borders open 
serves the interests of all parties.
At the present juncture, maintaining open 
borders is particularly important. For in-
stance, Central Asian and Caucasian coun-
tries have traditionally used Iran as a gate-
way to the waters of the Sea of Oman and 
the Persian Gulf, transporting their exports 
through these routes and bringing in im-
ports in the opposite direction. With the 
Strait of Hormuz now blocked, these coun-
tries have naturally begun to pay greater 
attention to land borders and 
alternative routes through 
Iran to their destinations. Similarly, Iran has 
become more inclined to make greater use 
of its neighbors’ borders to reduce its de-
pendence on its southern coastline.

Iranian freestyle wrestler Mehdi Yousefi (R) celebrates his gold medal with his coach after defeating his opponent at the U23 Wrestling World Championship in Las Vegas, United States.
 iawf.ir

Izeh advances 
efforts  
to protect 
historic sites

7

Washington weaponizes 
history against Iran

American 
hypocrisy at 
Acropolis

4

Iran sets  
two-year plan 
to boost trade, 
transport and AI 
ties within SCO: 
Veep

3

6

Page 8

By Mohsen Pakaein
Former diplomat
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Leader congratulates Iran’s U23 freestyle 
wrestling team on world title 2


