Iran,
Pakistan to
initiate Silk
Road tours
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Iran, Russia agree regional conflicts have
no military solution: FM o,
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Leader Congratlﬂates Iran’s U23 freeStYIC - Recent developments, particularly the US
tl- t l d t tl e naval blockade of Iran, which is effective-
wres lng €am on wor e 2 ° ! ly a military measure, and the restrictions

imposed on the country’s southern routes,
have naturally drawn greater attention to
northern neighbors, especially those shar-
ing land borders with Iran. Within this
context, the countries of Central Asia and
the Caucasus have gained particular signifi-
cance, notably those that maintain maritime
links with Iran through the Caspian Sea in
addition to sharing land borders.
First, it is important to note that Iran occupies
a unique geopolitical position, situated be-
tween East Asia, Central Asia, Europe and Af-
rica, with access to the latter regions through
the Sea of Oman and the Persian Gulf. This
gives Iran a distinctive place in the region. The
needs of Iran and its neighboring countries
are, in fact, interdependent: each side relies
on the other; and keeping their borders open
serves the interests of all parties.
At the present juncture, maintaining open
borders is particularly important. For in-
stance, Central Asian and Caucasian coun-
tries have traditionally used Iran as a gate-
way to the waters of the Sea of Oman and
the Persian Gulf, transporting their exports
through these routes and bringing in im-
ports in the opposite direction. With the
Strait of Hormuz now blocked, these coun-
tries have naturally begun to pay greater
attention to land borders and
alternative routes through
Iran to their destinations. Similarly, [ran has
° nian become more inclined to make greater use
awfir of its neighbors’ borders to reduce its de-
pendence on its southern coastline.
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