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Archaeological dig in Sanandaj

sheds new light on ancient settlement

( Iranica Desk )

Archaeological excava-
tions at the historic Zagros
Cemetery in Sanandaj are
underway for a second
season, with preliminary
findings shedding new
light on the region’s histo-
ry and potentially pushing
the record of urban set-
tlement in the area back
around 3,000 years.

Ali Behnia, deputy director
of Kurdestan Province’s
Cultural Heritage, Tourism
and Handicrafts Organiza-
tion, said the latest round
of excavations began on Oc-
tober 4 under the direction
of Kazem Mollazadeh and
Ali Binandeh, archaeolo-
gists from Bu-Ali Sina Uni-
versity in Hamedan. The
project is funded by the
Research Institute of Cul-
tural Heritage and Tourism
and involves specialists in
archaeology, anthropology

and conservation.
Speaking during a visit
to the site by Sanandaj
Governor Gharib Sajjadi,
Behnia said five trenches
in the eastern section had
revealed burial remains
bearing cultural character-
istics associated with Iron
Age 1L

Three further trenches
opened in the southern
and western sections have
yielded architectural re-
mains and evidence of
habitation dating to the
historical period, he add-
ed.

The ancient cemetery was
discovered accidentally
in 2008 during road con-
struction along the west-
ern outskirts of the Sanan-
daj-Hasanabad route.
Archaeologists from the
provincial cultural heri-
tage department excavated
part of the site in Decem-
ber that year.
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Behnia said further exca-
vation and specialist re-
search would help clarify
the region’s cultural and
historical development,
while providing a stronger
basis for protecting the

site and presenting its sig-
nificance to the public.

Governor Sajjadi said ar-
chaeological discoveries
in the Zagros-Abidar area
could offer new evidence
of a much older history of

settlement in the region
than is commonly recog-
nized.

Human remains uncov-
ered during construction
and roadworks in previous
years indicated that the

area had once been used
as a cemetery. However, in-
adequate scientific investi-
gation, insufficient protec-
tion and weak oversight of
construction activities had
contributed to damage to
parts of the site, he said.
The current excavation
season is being conduct-
ed under cultural heritage
supervision, with the par-
ticipation of civil society
representatives. Protective
measures include surveil-
lance cameras and the de-
ployment of cultural heri-
tage protection personnel,
Sajjadi added.

Although the founding of
modern Sanandaj is gen-
erally associated with the
Safavid period, archaeo-
logical evidence from the
Abidar area could point to
several thousand years of
settlement and urban de-
velopment, he said.

Some of the findings have

also been linked to Mithra-
ism, an ancient religious
tradition associated with
the worship of Mithra. Sajja-
di cautioned, however, that
such interpretations require
further specialist study and
scientific evidence.

The discoveries highlight
the importance of the
Abidar foothills in under-
standing the region’s set-
tlement patterns, culture
and civilization, he said,
calling for sustained ar-
chaeological research and
stronger protection of his-
torical sites.

Sajjadi stressed that pre-
serving the area’s heritage
requires more than ex-
cavation. It also depends
on preventing construc-
tion-related damage, main-
taining effective oversight
and ensuring that archaeo-
logical findings are proper-
ly documented and shared
with the public.

( Iranica Desk )

The historic fabric and cultur-
al-historical landscape of Khosf,
in South Khorasan Province,
represent a valuable collection
of the region’s architectural,
historical and cultural heritage.
Shaped by natural conditions,
water resources, the local cli-
mate and residents’ way of life,
the area has helped define the
town’s historical and cultural
identity over the centuries.
Khosf’s historic fabric is more
than a collection of old houses
and historic buildings. It tells
the story of how traditional
settlements developed in Iran’s
arid and semi-arid regions and
illustrates how communities
adapted to nature and environ-
mental constraints. The connec-
tions between historic neighbor-
hoods, traditional alleys, public
buildings, gardens, farmland and
water resources, together with
climate-responsive architecture
and the use of local materials,
have given the area a distinctive
identity.

The formation and development
of Khosf are closely linked to the
region’s natural setting, river,
mountains, seasonal lake and
underground water resources.
In an area where water scarci-
ty has long influenced daily life
and economic activity, access to
water and the ways in which it
was managed played an import-
ant role in the establishment of
settlements and the expansion of
neighborhoods.

The town’s original core devel-
oped around the lake, with the
Jaame Mosque at its center. As
settlement expanded and social
and economic activities grew,
other neighborhoods gradually
developed around it.

One of the most distinctive fea-
tures of Khosf’s historic fabric
is its climate-responsive archi-
tecture and reliance on locally
available materials. Adobe, mud,
brick, wood, mud-and-straw
plaster and stone are among the
principal materials used in the
area’s buildings. Their compat-
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ibility with the natural environ-
ment has helped create a cohe-
sive townscape and a distinctive
architectural identity.

The layout of the old neighbor-
hoods, the continuity of sections
of their architectural facades, the
form of traditional alleys and the
use of materials suited to local
climatic conditions reflect the
knowledge and experience of
local architects and builders in
meeting the needs of settlement.
The earthy colors of the walls,
the textures of the materials and
the proportions of buildings and
urban spaces also contribute to
Khosf’s historic appearance.
Preserving these characteristics
is particularly important during
restoration and rehabilitation.
Inappropriate interventions and
the use of incompatible materi-
als can undermine the authen-
ticity of the architecture and the
visual continuity of the historic
fabric.

Khosf’s historic fabric contains
residential, religious, public and
service buildings, each reflecting
aspects of the town’s social, cul-
tural and architectural history.
The Jaame Mosque, the historic
castle, a school, water reser-
voirs, mills and historic houses
are among the key elements of
this heritage. Notable historic
houses include Mirza Jafar, Salari
and Shokouhi houses, which are
valuable examples of residential
architecture and form part of
the town’s collective historical
memory.

Beyond its religious function,
Khosf’s Jaame Mosque has
played a role in shaping the
town'’s spatial and social struc-
ture. The historic castle is an-
other important feature for un-
derstanding the area’s historical
layout. Water reservoirs and
mills, meanwhile, illustrate the
links between architecture and
past economic and livelihood
activities, highlighting the im-
portance of water resources in
everyday life and the econom-
ic organization of local settle-
ments.

Protecting these buildings and
understanding their connec-
tions with surrounding neigh-
borhoods and spaces can help
reconstruct the town’s history
and highlight Khosf’s cultural
and tourism potential.

Khosfis mentioned in geograph-
ical and historical sources dating
to the early Islamic period, indi-
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cating its long history. However,
a substantial part of the historic
fabric that survives today took
shape and expanded during the
Safavid and Qajar periods.

In modern times, urban de-
velopment brought significant
changes to the historic area. In
the 1940s, the construction of
Motahari Street through the his-
toric core led to the demolition
of some buildings and homes
and disrupted the physical con-
tinuity of the urban fabric.

The subsequent construction of
another street near the tomb of
Ibn Hessam Khosfi, perpendic-
ular to Motahari Street, further
fragmented parts of the historic
structure and weakened connec-
tions between different sections
of the area.

Despite these changes, a sub-
stantial part of Khosf’s original
historic fabric survives, pre-
serving historic houses, public

buildings, traditional alleys and
adobe and brick architectural
elements. The survival of these
features provides opportunities
to study traditional settlement
patterns, architecture and the
relationships between urban
spaces, underscoring the need
for careful conservation.
Khosf’s heritage value extends
beyond its historic buildings and
alleys. The relationship between
natural features and structures
built by people forms a central
part of the area’s identity. The
river, the Gowab area, water re-
sources, gardens, farmland, old
neighborhoods, communication
routes and historic buildings
together constitute a cultural
landscape shaped by centuries
of interaction between people
and their natural surroundings.
Within this landscape, water
management practices, the
choice of settlement locations,
the arrangement of neighbor-
hoods and the links between
residential areas and agricultur-
al activities have all contributed
to the region’s historic structure.
According to information pro-
vided about Khosf’s cultural and
historical landscape, the desig-
nated area covers approximately
500 hectares.

Protecting this cultural land-
scape therefore requires more
than preserving individual his-
toric buildings. It also involves
safeguarding the townscape,
open spaces, natural features
and the visual and physical con-

nections between different parts
of the area.

Khosf’s historic fabric and cul-
tural landscape offer valuable
opportunities for the develop-
ment of cultural and histori-
cal tourism in South Khorasan
Province. Old houses, the Jaame
Mosque, the historic castle, tra-
ditional alleys, historic neighbor-
hoods and features associated
with water and agriculture pro-
vide a basis for introducing vis-
itors to the town’s local history
and culture.

Presenting its adobe and brick
architecture, recounting the
history of its neighborhoods,
explaining traditional building
techniques and exploring the
historical relationship between
residents and natural resourc-
es could offer visitors a deeper
experience than simply viewing
historic buildings.

With appropriate planning, tour-
ism development in the area
could raise public awareness of
its heritage, stimulate the local
economy and create opportu-
nities for tourism-related busi-
nesses.

However, tourism activities must
be accompanied by measures to
protect architectural authen-
ticity, respect the area’s envi-
ronmental capacity and involve
local residents. Appropriate res-
toration, maintenance of historic
alleys, improvement of the pub-
lic landscape and support for the
continued presence of residents
in the historic fabric are essen-
tial to the successful rehabilita-
tion of the area.

Khosf’s historic fabric and cul-
tural-historical landscape were
inscribed on Iran’s National Her-
itage List on January 10, 2022 in
recognition of their historical,
architectural, physical and cul-
tural significance.

The registration highlights the
area’s importance to Iran’s archi-
tectural and historical heritage
and reinforces the need to pro-
tect its buildings, neighborhood
structure, natural features and
the connections that define its
cultural landscape.



