
6 Iran Daily  Sunday, October 25, 2026Sports
Athletics

Iranian wrestler Kam-
ran Qassempour faces 
a challenging path to 
gold when the freestyle 
86kg competition gets 
underway at the World 
Championships on Fri-
day in Astana, Kazakh-
stan, where a strong 
field includes four-time 
world champion Kyle 
Dake, Olympic champion 
Magomed Ramazanov 
and rising Russian star 
Ibragim Kadiev.
Qassempour will be one 
of Iran’s leading contend-
ers. He won back-to-back 
world titles at 92kg in 
2021 and 2022 before 
claiming bronze at 86kg 
at last year’s edition in 
Zagreb.
His return to the 86kg 
category presents a dif-
ferent challenge, partic-
ularly against opponents 
with extensive experi-
ence at the weight. How-
ever, his technical ability 
and record at the highest 
level make him a serious 
contender for the title.
The Iranian will have to 
negotiate a demanding 
field featuring wrestlers 
with different strengths 
and ambitions, from 
established champions 
seeking further interna-
tional success to young-
er competitors eager to 
translate their achieve-
ments at age-group level 
into senior medals.
American veteran Dake is 
among the biggest names 

in the division. He has 
won four senior world 
titles across the 74kg 
and 79kg categories and 
is now targeting a world 
championship crown at 
86kg.

Success in Astana would 
see Dake become a world 
champion in a third 
weight class, adding an-
other significant achieve-
ment to an already deco-
rated career. Moving up 
to a division featuring 
physically different oppo-
nents, however, presents 
a fresh challenge even for 
a wrestler with his expe-
rience.
His ability to manage 
high-pressure bouts and 
his extensive experience 
in major international 
competitions neverthe-
less place him among the 

leading contenders.
Arsenii Dzhioev of Azer-
baijan is another major 
threat to Qassempour’s 
ambitions. Dzhioev won 
bronze at the 2025 se-
nior World Champion-

ships and silver at the 
2024 U23 World Cham-
pionships, both at 86kg. 
He also has a recent vic-
tory over the Iranian to 
his name. Dzhioev de-
feated Qassempour at the 
2025 Islamic Solidarity 
Games after the Iranian 
initially took the lead, 
turning the bout around 
to secure the win.
That result adds another 
layer of intrigue to a po-
tential rematch. Dzhioev 
has demonstrated both 
his ability to compete for 
international medals and 
his capacity to prevail in 

closely contested bouts.
Bulgaria’s Ramazanov, 
meanwhile, arrives with 
the distinction of being 
the reigning Olympic 
champion at 86kg. He 
won gold at the Paris 

2024 Olympics, estab-
lishing himself among 
the leading names in 
world freestyle wrestling.
Despite that achieve-
ment, Ramazanov has yet 
to win a medal at the se-
nior or age-group World 
Championships. Asta-
na therefore offers him 
an opportunity to add 
a world championship 
accolade to his Olympic 
title.
His Olympic experience 
alone makes him a for-
midable opponent, and 
a meeting with Qassem-
pour would be one of 

the most anticipated po-
tential matchups in the 
division.
Kadiev is another wres-
tler to watch. The Rus-
sian won consecutive 
world junior titles in 
2023 and 2024, at 79kg 
and 86kg, respective-
ly. Although he has yet 
to win a senior world 
medal, his junior success 
underlines his technical 
potential.
The championships will 
provide a significant test 
of his ability to carry 
that form into the senior 
ranks against established 
competitors such as Qas-
sempour, Dake and Ra-
mazanov.
The 86kg competition 
promises to be compel-
ling not only because 
of the quality of its con-
tenders but also because 
of their differing ambi-
tions. Qassempour is 
seeking another world 
title after returning to 
86kg, Dake is pursuing a 
championship in a third 
weight class, Dzhioev 
will look to build on his 
recent international suc-
cess, Ramazanov aims to 
add a world crown to his 
Olympic gold, and Kadiev 
hopes to make his mark 
among the senior elite.
For Qassempour, the 
challenge will be to 
adapt to the demands 
of the weight class and 
overcome a formidable 
group of rivals in his bid 
to return to the top of the 
world podium.

Iran’s 166-strong delega-
tion collected 102 med-
als, including 26 golds, to 
finish sixth in the overall 
medal table at the Aic-
hi-Nagoya 2026 Asian 
Para Games in Japan – 
the country’s lowest fin-
ish since the multi-sport 
event was first held in 
2010.
The gold medal tally also 
marked an all-time low for 
Iran across the five edi-
tions of the Games. Iran 
claimed 44 golds to finish 
runner-up in Hangzhou 
in 2022, having achieved 
its best result in Jakarta 
in 2018, where it won 51 
golds to finish third. The 
previous low came at 
the inaugural edition in 
Guangzhou in 2010, when 
Iran won 27 golds.
The modest outcome, 
however, came against 
a backdrop of challeng-
ing circumstances, with 
Iran sending its sec-
ond-smallest delegation 
in the Games’ history 
after fielding more than 
200 athletes in each of the 
previous three editions. 
Iranian athletes also had 
to contend with disrupt-

ed preparations amid 
wartime conditions in the 
country ahead of the con-
tinental showpiece.
Iranian swimmer Mo-
hammad-Hossein Karimi 
won the country’s final 
medal at the Games, tak-
ing bronze in the men’s 
100m butterfly S12 final 
on Friday.
Earlier on the penulti-
mate day of competition, 

Alireza Zare’ and Sadeq 
Beit-Sayyah rounded off 
Iran’s medal-laden para 
athletics campaign, which 
proved to be the country’s 
most productive sport at 
the Games, yielding 14 
golds, 20 silvers and 16 
bronzes.
Zare’ clocked an Asian 
record of 24.83 seconds 
to win gold in the men’s 
200m T35 final, taking his 
personal tally in Nagoya to 
two golds after also claim-
ing the 100m title.
Beit-Sayyah, meanwhile, 
won gold in the men’s 
F40/F41 javelin throw 
with a best effort of 
45.78m. It was his second 

medal at Paloma Mizuho 
Stadium, fol lowing a 
bronze in the shot put on 
Wednesday.
Elsewhere, Iran’s men’s 
wheelchair basketball 
team settled for silver af-
ter losing 55-47 to hosts 
Japan in the final, while 
the women’s sitting vol-
leyball team also finished 
runner-up, falling to China 
in straight sets (25-22, 25-20, 
25-12).
Abolfazl Zarifpour won 
Iran’s fourth gold medal 
in para swimming – the 
delegation’s second-most 
productive sport, with 
16 medals – after clock-
ing 1:04.26 in the men’s 

100m backstroke S9 final. 
He added the title to his 
silver in the 50m free-
style S9 and bronze in the 
100m freestyle S9.
Zarifpour’s compatriot 
Sina Zeighaminejad was 
the delegation’s most suc-
cessful athlete, winning 
three gold medals in the 
men’s 100m freestyle S10, 
100m backstroke SB9 and 
50m freestyle S10 events, 
as well as bronze in the 
200m individual medley 
SM10.
Elham Salehi, meanwhile, 
accounted for most gold 
medals among the 62 Ira-
nian female athletes at the 
Games, claiming the top 

prize in the javelin throw 
F52/F53/F54 and shot 
put F53/F54 contests.
Iran’s para taekwondo 
team also contributed to 
the medal haul, collecting 
four golds, one silver and 
six bronzes.
Para powerlifting yielded 
eight medals, although 
the results fell short of 
expectations for one of 
the sport’s global pow-
erhouses. Iran managed 
just one gold, won by 
Ahmad Aminzadeh in the 
men’s +107kg category, 
while reigning Paralym-
pic champions Aliakbar 
Gharibshahi and Rouhol-
lah Rostami settled for 

silver in their respective 
divisions.
China, as expected, domi-
nated the overall standings 
with 435 medals, including 
207 golds, followed by Ja-
pan with 64 golds and Uz-
bekistan with 45.
India and South Korea 
also finished ahead of 
Iran, winning 30 and 29 
gold medals, respectively.
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Iranian sprinter Alireza Zare’ 
celebrates after winning the men’s 
200m T35 gold medal at the Aichi-
Nagoya 2026 Asian Para Games in 
Japan on October 23, 2026.
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Iran’s Mahdi Abbasi (47) is seen 
in action against Japan in the 
men’s wheelchair basketball final 
at the Aichi-Nagoya 2026 Asian 
Para Games in Japan on October 
23, 2026.
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Iran secured a place at the 2027 
World Table Tennis Champion-
ships after Benyamin Faraji 
and Arian Ghafari teamed up 
to defeat the Saudi pair 3-2 in 
the men’s doubles at the Asian 
Table Tennis Championships in 
Tashkent, Uzbekistan. The Ira-
nian pair bounced back from a 
last-16 defeat to the Philippines 
to claim the victory needed to 
secure a place at next year’s 
global event.
Meanwhile, Noshad and Nima 
Alamiyan withdrew from the 
doubles competition after the 
former fell ill with a severe 
cold. The decision was made 
by the coaching staff to protect 
the health of the Iranian inter-
national.
Faraji also made progress in 
the men’s singles, defeating 
Japan’s Hiroto Shinozuka, the 
world No. 20, 3-1 to reach the 
round of 16, before falling in 
straight games to South Ko-
rea’s Park Gang-hyeon on Sat-
urday.

A bronze medalist at the Asian 
Games last month, Noshad 
Alamiyan had earlier reached 
the round of 32 in the men’s 
singles, before suffering a 3-0 
setback against Kuo Guan-
Hong of the Chinese Taipei. 
In the women’s competition, 
Mahshid Ashtari opened her 
campaign with a 3-0 win over 
Saudi Arabia’s Nihal Al-Qa-
htani before recording an-
other straight-games victory 
against Singapore’s Ser Lin 
Qian. The two wins sent the 
Iranian through to the round of 
32 without dropping a game, 
though she also had her cam-
paign brought to an end with a 
3-0 setback against Wang Yidi 
of China on Friday.
Reports from the tournament 
indicated that several players 
had experienced respirato-
ry illnesses. Japanese player 
Shunsuke Togami was among 
those reported to have with-
drawn, although the medical 
reasons for other players’ 
withdrawals had yet to be of-
ficially confirmed.
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