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Iran seeks more 
UNESCO listings 
to elevate global 
heritage profile
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FM warns new Israeli-instigated attack 
would be ‘devastating’ for global markets 2

President condemns 
US-Israel’s attacks on civilians 
as violation of int’l law

Threat of MOAB, 
strategic signaling to 
manage crisis

The threat to use the so-called “Mother of All 
Bombs” (MOAB) has been raised repeatedly by 
US officials in recent weeks. In an interview 

with Iran Daily, international 
affairs expert Hossein Ajor-
lou said the threat is an at-
tempt to manage the crisis 
through strategic signal-
ing, i.e. sending messages 

to multiple actors to shape 
their calculations. He added that normalizing 
threats involving weapons of mass destruc-
tion and intensifying the arms race would be 
among the consequences.
 
IRAN DAILY: How seriously should the US 
threat be taken? Are such statements a sign 
of possible military escalation, or part of 
Washington’s psychological and media war-
fare?
AJORLOU: The US threat to use MOAB or even 
a tactical nuclear weapon, should be viewed on 
two levels simultaneously. The first is psychologi-
cal and media warfare, while the second involves 
preparations for a limited operation.
With its current military logistics in the region, 
the US cannot achieve a strategic victory in a 
war with Iran through military means. Trump is 
therefore compelled to focus on applying com-
prehensive pressure, tightening the blockade and 
threatening further escalation. Israel’s role as the 
principal driver of the war should not be over-
looked either. Israel plays an active part in draw-
ing up plans for joint strikes and is also exerting 
pressure on Washington’s decision-making pro-
cess. Reports of operational drills conducted by 
Israel and the US near Iran’s borders indicate 
that the threat is not merely ver-
bal. The deployment of the Roo-
sevelt and new US-Israeli plans for further joint 
strikes have elevated the threat from statements 
to operational preparations. This raises the pos-
sibility of limited and controlled use of such a 
weapon against specific facilities.

President Masoud Pezeshkian (L) holds the picture of a toddler, the youngest person killed in a US missile strike on a sports hall in Lamerd, southern Iran in late February, during a 
cabinet session in Tehran on October 28, 2026.
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Wrestling World 
Championships:
Esmaeili reigns 
supreme  
as Iran secures 
record Greco-
Roman haul
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Confrontation 
with Iran not in 
Pakistan’s defense 
doctrine: Former 
envoy
Joint defense pact ‘should 
not be characterized as 
anti-Iranian’

Gas exporters reject 
unilateral sanctions 
in Moscow summit 
statement
GECF warns tariffs, 
Mideast tensions threaten 
gas market stability
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Hossein Ajorlou

By Delaram Ahmadi
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