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UNESCO inscription decision on Masouleh
to follow expert evaluations

C Iranica Desk )

The final decision on the inscrip-
tion of Masouleh on the UNES-
CO World Heritage List will be
made following the completion
of expert assessments and in ac-
cordance with UNESCO’s world
heritage procedures.

Shaiful Shahidan, an evaluator
with the International Council
on Monuments and Sites (ico-
Mo0S), made the remarks during
a meeting with Gilan Province’s
Governor General Hadi Hagshe-
nas, highlighting the significance
of Masouleh’s world heritage
nomination, according to ISNA.
He said the preparation and pur-
suit of the nomination dossier
had been the result of cooper-
ation among various executive
bodies, experts, and relevant
institutions, adding that the
support of the province’s high-
est-ranking executive official re-
flected the importance attached
to the initiative at the provincial
level.

Referring to Masouleh’s histori-
cal and cultural significance, he
said the referral of the dossier
for further examination had pro-
vided an opportunity for a more

detailed assessment of the town’s
values and distinctive character-
istics.

Explaining the evaluation pro-
cess, the ICOMOS representative
stressed that the on-site assess-
ment was only one stage of the
world heritage nomination pro-
cedure. Once completed, the re-
sulting report would be submit-
ted to the relevant expert bodies
for further consideration. The
findings would then be exam-
ined through ICOMOS’s specialist
mechanisms.

He expressed hope that con-
tinued cooperation among the
responsible institutions and the
completion of the required as-
sessments would help advance
Masouleh’s world heritage bid.
Hagshenas, for his part, said the
documentation and evidence
submitted as part of the nom-
ination dossier demonstrated
the town’s historical and cultur-
al significance, expressing hope
that the evaluation process would
proceed successfully.

He praised the efforts of experts
and those involved in preparing
Masouleh’s nomination dossier,
adding that the specialist studies
conducted so far had shed light

on various aspects of the town’s
historical and cultural value and
provided a sound basis for the
next stages of assessment.
Hagshenas said Masouleh'’s his-
torical background formed part
of Gilan Province’s broader civili-
zational heritage, noting that the
province was home to numerous
valuable historical monuments
and archaeological sites, each
reflecting the long history of set-
tlement, knowledge, and culture
in the region across different pe-
riods.

Referring to the historic Mar-
lik Cup, discovered in Rud-
bar, he said the approximately
3,000-year-old artifact, whose
image once appeared on Iranian
banknotes, demonstrated the
ancient inhabitants’ expertise in
metalworking, mold-making, and
artistic craftsmanship.

He also identified the historic
Espi Mazget structure as further
evidence of Gilan’s rich cultural
heritage, saying the monument,
whose origins date back to the
pre-Islamic period, reflects an
important part of the region’s his-
torical identity and architectural
tradition.

Espi Mazget is an ancient sanctu-
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ary dating back to the pre-Islamic
period that was also used during
the Seljuk and Safavid eras. It is
located 80 kilometers west of
Rasht and 22 kilometers south of
Talesh.

Hagshenas further referred to the
discovery of a skull dating back
approximately 1,200 years in the
village of Buyeh, which reported-
ly bears evidence of surgical in-
tervention. He said the historical
find, currently preserved at the
Gilanology Research Institute,
was a notable example of the re-
gion’s medical knowledge in the

past.

Other historical landmarks, in-
cluding structures in Rasht dat-
ing back around 700 years, the
centuries-old Rudkhan Castle,
and numerous other monuments
across the province, demonstrate
the continuity of cultural and civ-
ilizational life in Gilan, he added.
The governor noted that Rasht
had also emerged as a regional
center around 500 years ago, say-
ing that the combined historical
evidence highlighted Gilan’s con-
siderable potential for national
and international recognition.

Emphasizing the importance of
Masouleh’s historical standing
in the international evaluation
process, Hagshenas said the
town’s cultural and historical sig-
nificance was already well recog-
nized by the people of Gilan and
Iran.

Its inscription on the UNESCO
World Heritage List, he said,
would constitute international
recognition of a status that had
long been established in the his-
torical and cultural memory of
the Iranian people.

He stressed that Masouleh pos-
sessed valuable historical assets
and supporting documentation
for its world heritage bid, warn-
ing that failure to secure inscrip-
tion would mean losing an im-
portant opportunity to introduce
part of Iran’s historical and cul-
tural heritage to the international
community.

The Gilan governor expressed
hope that, with the completion of
specialist assessments and con-
tinued cooperation among the
relevant authorities, Masouleh’s
nomination would successfully
proceed through the remaining
stages of the world heritage eval-
uation process.

Isfahan steps up efforts to restore historic Risbaf Factory

( Iranica Desk

The governor general of Isfahan
Province has announced that ef-
forts to restore the historic Ris-
baf textile factory and transform
it into the region’s largest muse-
um are being pursued through
cooperation and coordination
between national and provincial
authorities.

Mehdi Jamalinejad said protect-
ing the province’s historic heri-
tage and removing obstacles to
tourism development projects,
particularly the national Risbaf
project, remain key priorities.
Speaking to IRNA, Jamalinejad
said efforts to turn the Risbaf
Factory into a museum meeting
international standards were be-
ing pursued in earnest. He added
that the latest progress and im-
plementation plans for the his-
toric complex were reviewed at
the second meeting of the Risbaf
Strategic Council, attended by
Seyyed Reza Salehi-Amiri, Minis-
ter of Cultural Heritage, Tourism
and Handicrafts.

Describing the factory as one of
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Iran’s outstanding symbols of
industrial architecture and its
history of labor and production,
the governor said Risbaf holds
a special place in Isfahan’s his-
torical and urban identity. The
meeting also examined ways to
transform the complex into a
museum meeting international
standards, a long-standing de-
mand of the province, he added.
Jamalinejad said discussions
also focused on protecting other

major historical sites and heri-
tage complexes across Isfahan
Province, accelerating efforts to
resolve legal and administrative
obstacles facing tourism proj-
ects, and making effective use of
the province’s exceptional heri-
tage assets to promote sustain-
able development and preserve
them for future generations.

He added that accelerating the
implementation of the national
Risbaf project through greater

cooperation and coordination
among relevant organisations
at both national and provincial
levels was one of the main pri-
orities of the Strategic Council
meeting.

Earlier, the Minister of Cultural
Heritage, Tourism and Handi-
crafts had stressed the impor-
tance of preserving the indepen-
dence of decision-making on the
Risbaf project and announced
that full responsibility for the
initiative would be entrusted to
a qualified national council.
Salehi-Amiri also said the proj-
ect’s design and implementation
would move forward through
the establishment of a steering
council, drawing on the exper-
tise of universities and securing
the necessary financial resourc-
es.

According to the minister, the
council should comprise three
main groups: heritage experts
and academics from the uni-
versities of Isfahan and Tehran;
executive officials, including
provincial governors and local
authorities; and institutions and

officials with the capacity to pro-
vide financial support, including
the Plan and Budget Organiza-
tion.

The minister has described the
aim of restoring Risbaf as trans-
forming the complex into a land-
mark structure and the largest
museum of its kind established
since the 1979 Islamic Revolu-
tion. The proposed museum is
intended to reflect Isfahan’s in-
dustrial heritage and historical
identity while bringing together
the city’s cultural, economic and
heritage potential within an inte-
grated framework.

The historic Risbaf Factory
is among the last surviving
wool-spinning mills in Isfahan.
Located along the city’s historic
Chaharbagh-e Bala thorough-
fare, the complex occupies a site
of approximately 74,000 square
meters, with a built-up area of
nearly 54,000 square meters.
Risbaf is regarded as one of
Iran’s significant industrial her-
itage sites. It was constructed
during the Pahlavi period, when
Iran was beginning its transition

towards industrialization. The
factory was one of nine indus-
trial complexes established as
part of Isfahan’s textile industry,
playing an important role in the
city’s industrial history.

The building was registered on
Iran’s National Heritage List in
2002 and remained under the
ownership of Bank Melli for
many years. Later plans were
put forward to transfer owner-
ship of the complex to the Min-
istry of Cultural Heritage for the
establishment of a regional mu-
seum in Isfahan. However, the
transfer was delayed by disputes
over the factory’s financial as-
sets and the rights of Bank Melli
shareholders.

Finally, in December 2023, as
part of efforts to rescue and pre-
serve the historic site, the Risbaf
Factory was officially handed
over to the Isfahan Provincial
Department of Cultural Heri-
tage, Tourism and Handicrafts.
The transfer paved the way for
renewed efforts to restore the
complex and develop it into a
regional museum.

Chalsara preserves its ancient heritage amid Ilam’s urban expansion

C Iranica Desk )

Chalsara, a village on the south-
western outskirts of [lam, offers
a rich combination of archaeo-
logical heritage and natural
attractions. Home to around
7,500 people, the village covers
approximately 110 hectares un-
der its rural development plan.
As Ilam expands, however,
Chalsara is facing significant
changes. The growth of Qods
Township has brought new
roads and development closer
to the village, with some local
streets increasingly serving as
connecting routes between the
township and the city.

Jaber Qobadi, head of Chalsara’s
village council, said the built-up

areas of the village and three
neighboring villages are set to
be incorporated into [lam’s mu-
nicipal boundaries. The move
is expected to contribute to the
city’s population growth, poten-
tially taking it beyond 200,000,
ISNA wrote.

Yet Chalsara’s significance ex-
tends well beyond its changing
urban landscape. The village is
home to several archaeological
sites that shed light on the re-
gion’s ancient past.

The Bakheh Nam archaeologi-
cal site, which dates back to the
Bronze and Iron ages, covers
an area of about five hectares,
measuring approximately 500
meters by 100 meters. Its two
sections, known as Bakheh

Nam 1 and Bakheh Nam 2, were
registered on Iran’s National
Heritage List in 2003. Recent
archaeological surveys have
focused on defining the site’s
boundaries and identifying its
protected zones.

The ancient Mil Hill, another ar-
chaeological landmark, is also
located near the village.
Chalsara’s historic attractions
include the Geriyan and Khan-
dan watermills. Geriyan Mill
dates back to the post-Islamic
period and was registered as a
national heritage site on April
29,2003.

The village also boasts consid-
erable natural appeal. Its wal-
nut orchards, vegetable farms,
natural springs and proximity

to the Godar Khosh River create
a landscape that could support
rural and nature-based tourism.
Farzad Sharifi, director general
of [lam Province’s Department
of Cultural Heritage, Tourism
and Handicrafts, has highlighted
the area’s natural and cultural
assets as potential foundations
for tourism development.

With its archaeological remains,
historic watermills and scenic
countryside, Chelsara has the
potential to become a destina-
tion for visitors interested in
both history and nature. Real-
izing that potential, however,
will require careful planning to
ensure that development does
not come at the expense of the
village’s identity and heritage.
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