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Pezeshkian 
seeks public 
support through 
mosque-based 
initiatives
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Republicans’ defeat in US elections result 
of failure to ‘break Iran’s will’: Shekarchi 2
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Iran presents 150 projects worth 
$300b to foreign investors 
at Shanghai forum

Significance of 
FATF recognition 
amid continuing 
challenges

The Financial Action Task Force’s (FATF) 
statement of 30 October 2026 on Iran 
deserves a careful reading. Although the 
document preserves Iran’s high-risk desig-
nation, its wording suggests that progress 
is being made. Its references to renewed 
engagement, efforts made to address 
various action-plan items, and a specific 
technical development provide grounds 
for measured optimism. In international 
regulatory relationships, such recognition 
can be an important starting point.
The opening sentence matters. FATF ex-
pressly “acknowledges Iran’s re-engage-
ment” and urges Iran to make “more prog-
ress” in addressing anti-money-laundering 
and counter-terrorist-financing deficien-
cies. The second paragraph strengthens 
that constructive interpretation. FATF 
reports that, in September 2026, Iran pro-
vided an update on its “efforts” to address 
“various items” of the action plan. Neither 
expression is insignificant. “Efforts” rec-
ognizes an active process of engagement, 
even if the organization remains dissatis-
fied with its results. “Various items” is es-
pecially relevant: it situates Iran’s submis-
sions within a broader range of concerns, 
rather than portraying discussions as re-
stricted to one convention or one isolated 
technical question.
Most concretely, FATF recognizes that Iran 
has developed a framework to receive in-
ternational asset-freezing 
requests. It characterizes the 
resulting technical-compliance progress as 
“limited”. Even so, the development merits 
attention. It can support future implemen-
tation and assessment.

Officials and businesspeople take part in an Iran-China investment and trade conference held in Shanghai on the sidelines of the ninth China International Import Expo (CIIE).
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New excavation 
season underway 
at historic 
Cheshmeh Ali site

7

FIBA World Cup Asian 
qualifiers:
Iran desperate to 
bounce back  
in crunch  
double-header
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By Fatemeh Mahjourian
International banking expert

Technical 
brilliance  
must not eclipse  
tombak’s identity: 
Virtuoso
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