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The ancient hills and ar-
chaeological sites of Cha-
harmahal and Bakhtiari 
Province bear witness to 
thousands of years of his-
tory and civilization. This 
invaluable heritage, how-
ever, faces growing threats 
from illegal excavations, 
encroachment on protected 
archaeological zones, and 
the expansion of construc-
tion and agricultural activ-
ities. These pressures have 
made the need to safeguard 
the sites more urgent than 
ever, as the destruction of 
any historical site means 
the loss of part of a nation’s 
identity and historical mem-
ory.
The historical hills and ar-
chaeological sites of Cha-
harmahal and Bakhtiari 
are far more than mounds 
of earth or remnants of by-
gone eras. Each forms part 
of the historical record and 
cultural identity of a region 
that has been home to hu-
man settlement, cultural de-
velopment and successive 
civilisations for thousands 
of years. These sites pre-
serve untold stories about 
the lives, customs, beliefs 
and social relationships of 
past generations. Studying 
them can open a window 
onto the history and heri-
tage of the region.
Owing to its geographical 

location and rich historical 
background, Chaharmahal 
and Bakhtiari is home to 
a considerable number of 
archaeological sites and 
ancient remains. Some are 
situated in plains, on moun-
tain slopes or even on the 
outskirts of villages. Despite 
their historical and cultural 
significance, many remain 
vulnerable to illegal exca-
vations, encroachment on 
protected areas, expanding 
construction and farming 
activities, and insufficient 
attention to their preserva-
tion.
Protecting historical hills 
and archaeological sites 
should not be viewed .sim-
ply as the preservation of 
a number of ancient mon-
uments. Every act of en-
croachment or destruction 
results in the loss of histor-
ical information that may 
never be recovered. The 
question, therefore, is what 
measures have been taken 
to protect this valuable her-
itage, and whether future 
generations will still have 
the opportunity to discover 
and experience part of the 
region’s history spanning 
thousands of years.
Talking to ISNA about the 
latest situation regarding 
archaeological sites in the 
province, Qodratollah Val-
izadeh-Kaji, deputy head 
of cultural heritage at the 
Chaharmahal and Bakhtiari 

Provincial Department of 
Cultural Heritage, Tourism 
and Handicrafts, said that 
more than 3,200 histori-
cal and cultural sites and 
mounds had so far been 
identified across the prov-
ince.
He explained that historical 
mounds and archaeological 
sites should not be consid-
ered separately, since many 
ancient mounds are closely 
associated with the sur-
rounding natural landscape.
Their historical and ar-
chaeological significance 
lies in the relationship 
between the natural land-
scape and the cultural ev-

idence found there.
Separating an ancient 
mound from its surround-
ing archaeological land-
scape, he added, could 
overlook the structural and 
conceptual unity of these 
sites.
According to Valizadeh-Ka-
ji, the largest concentrations 
of identified historical sites 
are located in the counties 
of Borujen, Kouhrang, Ardal 
and Shahrekord.
Outlining the measures tak-
en to protect the province’s 
archaeological sites and an-
cient mounds, he said that, 
subject to available funding, 
a range of initiatives had 

been implemented. These 
include archaeological sur-
veys and test excavations, 
the designation of site 
boundaries and protected 
zones, the registration of 
monuments on the Nation-
al Heritage List, the instal-
lation of information and 
identification signs, and the 
establishment of electronic 
security systems.
He added that funding for 
heritage protection had 
increased to some extent 
in recent years, thanks to 
cooperation with the pro-
vincial Management and 
Planning Organization. As 
one example, he cited an 

allocation of approximate-
ly 12 billion rials for elec-
tronic security systems at 
the province’s historical 
mounds.
Valizadeh-Kaji said that a 
number of preventive and 
protective measures were 
also being pursued to safe-
guard archaeological sites. 
These include identify-
ing and documenting site 
boundaries, establishing 
conservation regulations, 
preventing encroachment 
and destruction, and rais-
ing public awareness of the 
historical and cultural sig-
nificance of these locations.
Monitoring and protect-
ing historical and cultural 
mounds and archaeological 
sites, he noted, is being car-
ried out by the Protection 
Unit under the provincial 
Department of Cultural Her-
itage, Tourism and Handi-
crafts.
Referring to the age of the 
archaeological sites iden-
tified in Chaharmahal and 
Bakhtiari, he said that nu-
merous sites dating to dif-
ferent prehistoric periods 
had been discovered across 
the province, with some 
dating back approximately 
10,000 years or even earlier.
He also highlighted the dis-
covery of an important ar-
chaeological site along the 
road connecting Beheshta-
bad to Kaj.
Valizadeh-Kaji said that 

targeted archaeological 
surveys of a narrow strip 
of land along this route had 
led to the identification of a 
significant site containing 
reliable evidence of human 
settlement during various 
pre-Islamic periods.
Archaeological evidence 
and preliminary studies of 
surface finds indicate that 
a substantial part of the site 
dates to the Epipalaeolithic 
period, more than 10,000 
years ago. He added that 
further archaeological ex-
cavations could potentially 
uncover evidence of even 
earlier human activity in 
the area.
Emphasizing the priori-
ties for protecting archae-
ological sites and ancient 
mounds, Valizadeh-Kaji 
said that the first step was 
to determine their bound-
aries and protected zones, 
followed by their registra-
tion on the National Heri-
tage List. The next stages 
should include implement-
ing protective measures and 
installing information signs.
However, he acknowledged 
that these measures re-
quire substantial financial 
resources. Given limited 
funding and a shortage of 
specialized personnel, he 
said, it would not be possi-
ble to carry out such work 
at all the identified archae-
ological sites in either the 
short or long term.

The newly unveiled 
“Hormoz and Tida” 
dolls are expected to 
help promote the cul-
tural identity of Bandar 
Abbas and highlight the 
indigenous traditions, 
rituals and intangible 
cultural heritage of Hor-
mozgan Province.
Hossein Shahabi, deputy 
head of the Hormozgan 

Province’s Cultural Heri-
tage, Tourism and Handi-
crafts Organization, made 
the remarks on Monday 
at the unveiling ceremo-
ny, held at the Historical 
Documents Center of 
Bandar Abbas Municipal-
ity, according to chtn.ir.
He said the dolls were 
designed using tra-
ditional and cultural 
symbols of Hormozgan, 
describing the initiative 

as an effort to showcase 
the region’s local identi-
ty and cultural heritage.
Shahabi noted that in-
corporating indigenous 
traditions and cultural 
elements into symbolic 
characters could intro-
duce younger genera-
tions to their cultural 
roots while helping pro-
mote Bandar Abbas’ cul-
tural assets nationally 
and internationally.

He also highlighted 
the selection of a de-
sign by Amineh Sade-
qipour as the winning 
entry in a competition 
to create a mascot for 
Bandar Abbas as a UN-
ESCO Creative City. He 
said transforming cul-
tural symbols into ar-
tistic products creates 
new opportunities to 
connect cultural heri-
tage with creative in-

dustries.
Bandar Abbas joined 
UNESCO’s Creative Cit-
ies Network in 2019 as 
a Creative City of Crafts 
and Folk Art, Shahabi 
said, adding that the 
introduction of figures 
such as Hormoz and 
Tida could further pro-
mote the city’s creative 
identity and showcase 
the cultural and artistic 
heritage of Hormozgan.

Moradab Hill has the po-
tential to become one of 
Karaj’s leading tourism and 
recreational destinations, 
provided its infrastructure 
is upgraded, deteriorating 
neighborhoods are reno-
vated and its cultural and 
artistic potential is fully 
harnessed, a Karaj City 
Council official has said.
Alireza Rahimi Mahmoud-
abadi, head of the council’s 
Urban Development and 
Transportation Commis-
sion, described the area 
as a “rough diamond” with 
considerable untapped po-
tential.
Speaking to ISNA, he said 
the Islamabad neighbour-
hood was of particular im-

portance to urban planners 
because of its geographical 
location and natural assets. 
Several development proj-
ects have been launched 
in recent years to improve 
living conditions and up-
grade local infrastructure, 
he added.
The projects include the 
construction of a 30-me-
ter-wide ring road, the ac-
quisition and clearance of 
land above the 1,400-me-
ter contour line, the reno-
vation of old stairways, the 
creation of neighbourhood 
gathering spaces, improve-
ments to Danayei Park, and 
road resurfacing and reha-
bilitation.
Rahimi Mahmoudabadi 
said Islamabad could even-
tually emerge as a major 

recreational and tourism 
hub in Karaj.
He pointed to the estab-
lishment of the Moradab 
Hill Development and Con-
struction Company as an 
important step towards 
revitalizing the area. The 
company is tasked with 
improving deteriorating 
urban neighborhoods, up-
grading living conditions 
and expanding access to 
public services.
Allocating dedicated devel-
opment funds in the bud-
get for Municipal District 1 
could further accelerate the 
implementation of these 
projects, he said.
Rahimi Mahmoudabadi 
also said the municipality 
had begun construction of 
Shahid Mostafaei Terraced 

Park in District 6 of Islam-
abad, using funds approved 
by Karaj City Council and 
land acquired within the 
designated redevelopment 
zone.
The project is expected to 
expand the area’s green 
spaces and enhance its 
urban landscape. Once 
completed and further 
developed, the park could 
also provide facilities for 
recreational, sporting and 
tourism activities.
Referring to the park’s po-
tential to accommodate 
national and religious 
sculptures and artistic in-
stallations, he stressed that 
Karaj Municipality should 
conduct the necessary as-
sessments to ensure that 
the area’s cultural heritage 

and local identity are also 
fully reflected in the proj-
ect.
Highlighting the neigh-
borhood’s natural and 
architectural assets, the 
council member said the 
park’s distinctive topog-
raphy, prominent location 

and local stone formations 
offered an opportunity to 
create a unique recreation-
al complex and tourist at-
traction.
He added that engaging 
artists, cultural and cre-
ative professionals, and 
skilled construction crafts-

men could help give the 
area a distinctive identity.
Taking inspiration from 
Iran’s architectural heri-
tage, including the historic 
village of Abyaneh, could 
also help transform the 
neighbourhood through 
the renovation and beau-
tification of homes and 
the creation of attractive 
streets capable of drawing 
visitors, he said.
Describing Moradab Hill as 
one of Karaj’s most over-
looked assets, Rahimi Mah-
moudabadi said coordinat-
ed planning, infrastructure 
investment and greater 
attention to its cultural 
and artistic potential could 
turn it into one of the city’s 
leading recreational and 
tourism destinations.
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Hormoz and Tida dolls unveiled  
to promote Hormozgan’s cultural history

Karaj aims to turn Moradab Hill into tourist hub 

Chaharmahal and Bakhtiari’s ancient heritage 
faces growing threats


