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The UN Charter under
fire: Why US attacks on
Iran violate int’l law

By Abbas Araghchi

If states were free to attack one another
based on their own assessments of possible
future threats, what would be left of the inter-
national legal order? This question goes well
beyond the political dispute between Iran
and the United States. It concerns one of the
fundamental principles on which the inter-
national order established after the Second
World War rests: the use of force is governed
by law, and no state, however powerful, is en-
titled to place its own judgment above bind-
ing rules of international law.

The military attacks launched by the United
States and the Zionist regime against Iran
constitute a clear violation of the prohibi-
tion on the use of force and an infringement
of Iran’s sovereignty. Their legality must be
assessed against the UN Charter and estab-
lished principles of international law, not
against political arguments or justifications
advanced after military operations have be-
gun.

The UN Charter sets clear limits on
the use of force

Article 2(4) of the UN Charter prohibits the
threat or use of force against the territorial
integrity or political independence of any
state. This prohibition is not merely a trea-
ty obligation. It is also a fundamental rule of
customary international law, as the Interna-
tional Court of Justice confirmed in its 1986
judgment in the Nicaragua case.
International law permits the use of force
only in narrowly defined circumstances, in-
cluding the exercise of the right of self-de-
fense under Article 51 of the
Charter. The US military attack
on Iran had no authorization from the Secu-
rity Council, nor can allegations of possible
future threats, in themselves, provide a suf-
ficient legal basis for invoking self-defense.
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