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A proposal to establish a sis-
ter-city relationship between 
the southern Iranian port city 
of Bushehr and South Korea’s 
Jeju Island was put forward by 
a representative of Bushehr 
Province’s Ecotourism Com-
munity at the first Iran–South 
Korea Specialized Ecotourism 
Seminar.
Vahid Jamali, Deputy Direc-
tor of Tourism at the Bushehr 
Province Department of Cul-
tural Heritage, Tourism and 
Handicrafts, announced the 
proposal, describing it as 
an opportunity to promote 
tourism diplomacy, showcase 
maritime culture and expand 
international cooperation, ac-
cording to chtn.ir.
He said the inaugural seminar 
was held at the Gran Miras 
Rashidieh Hotel in Tehran, 
with the participation of the 
South Korean ambassador 
to Iran, officials from Iran’s 
Ministry of Cultural Heritage, 
Tourism and Handicrafts, rep-
resentatives of professional 
tourism associations and eco-
tourism operators from both 
countries. The event provid-
ed a valuable opportunity to 

showcase Iran’s diverse tour-
ism and cultural attractions 
and strengthen international 
ties.
Jamali added that the seminar, 
which focused on sustainable 
tourism and cultural exchange, 
also saw the participation of 
Bushehr Province’s Ecotour-
ism Community.
Shayan Bahrami, head of the 
community and its represen-
tative at the event, introduced 

the province’s cultural, histori-
cal and maritime heritage.
One of the key proposals put 
forward by Bahrami was the 
establishment of a sister-city 
partnership between Bushehr 
and Jeju Island. The initiative 
was proposed in view of the 
cultural, historical and live-
lihood-related similarities 
between the two regions, par-
ticularly their communities’ 
longstanding ties to the sea.

Jamali noted that Jeju is in-
ternationally renowned for 
its maritime heritage and its 
women divers, while Bushehr 
Province also has a rich his-
tory of seafaring, diving and 
pearl fishing. He cited the 
historical tradition of div-
ing and pearl harvesting on 
Kharg Island, as well as the 
traditional fishing activities 
of women on Jazireh-ye Shif 
(Shif Island), who are known 

for wearing distinctive local 
attire.
These shared maritime tradi-
tions, he said, could provide a 
strong foundation for cultural 
and tourism cooperation be-
tween the two destinations. 
A sister-city agreement could 
pave the way for exchanges be-
tween tourism and ecotourism 
operators, the promotion of in-
tangible maritime heritage, the 
organization of joint cultural 
events and the development 
of sustainable tourism.
Referring to the positive re-
sponse from officials at the 
South Korean Embassy in 
Iran, Jamali said the proposed 
areas of cooperation between 
Bushehr and Jeju had attract-
ed attention during the semi-
nar. Embassy representatives, 
however, noted that advancing 
the initiative would require 
continued correspondence 
and follow-up by the relevant 
organizations and institutions.
He also highlighted the pre-
sentation of local handicrafts 
on the sidelines of the event. 
Bushehr’s traditional crafts, 
including camel-wool tex-
tiles and handwoven waist-
coats, were displayed in the 
seminar’s exhibition section, 

showcasing the skills and ar-
tistic heritage of local artisans 
to participants and the South 
Korean ambassador.
Emphasizing the role of pro-
fessional associations in devel-
oping the province’s tourism 
sector, Jamali said the active 
participation of Bushehr Prov-
ince’s Ecotourism Commu-
nity in international events 
demonstrated the potential of 
specialized organizations to 
contribute to tourism diplo-
macy and promote the prov-
ince’s cultural and indigenous 
heritage.
He expressed hope that , 
through the efforts of Bushehr 
Province’s Ecotourism Com-
munity and cooperation 
among the province’s Cultural 
Heritage, Tourism and Handi-
crafts Organization, Bushehr 
Municipality and the Islamic 
City Council, Iran’s Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs and the South 
Korean Embassy in Tehran, 
the sister-city proposal would 
move beyond discussion and 
develop into a practical frame-
work for tourism cooperation, 
the promotion of maritime cul-
ture and stronger ties between 
the local communities of the 
two regions.

The tradition of Pahlavani 
(chivalry and moral heroism) in 
Sistan and Baluchestan 
Province is more than a 
reminder of the region’s 
celebrated wrestlers and 
strongmen. It is an integral 
part of the social identity 
of a people who have long 
regarded courage, gener-
osity, loyalty, forgiveness 
and helping others as fun-
damental values. Its pres-
tige, however, rests not 
on physical strength but 
on character and conduct, 
and on the way individuals 
define themselves through 
their relationships with 
others.
Yet, in today’s world, as 
lifestyles evolve and cul-
tural role models increas-
ingly emerge through 
different channels, partic-
ularly social media, pre-
serving and passing on 
these values to younger 
generations has become a 
growing challenge.
The main concern sur-
rounding Sistan’s Pahla-
vani tradition today is not 
simply keeping the names 
of historical figures alive 
or commemorating past 
achievements. Rather, it is 
the widening gap between 
younger generations and 
the code of conduct that 
once shaped everyday 
social interactions across 
the region, according to 
chtn.ir.
Unless young people es-
tablish a meaningful con-
nection with their cultural 
roots, there is a risk that 
Javanmardi (the spirit of chival-
ry and manliness) will survive 
only in stories, traditional 
ceremonies and commem-
orative events, gradually 
disappearing from every-
day life. Rediscovering lo-
cal role models and adapt-

ing the values of Pahlavani 
to the needs and lifestyles 
of today’s generation are 
therefore essential to pre-
serving Sistan’s cultural 
identity.
Ashkan Shahraki, a young 
man from Sistan, said the 
tradition of Pahlavani and 
Javanmardi has deep roots 
in the region’s identity, 
but stressed that it must 
be brought beyond mem-
ories and accounts of the 
past and incorporated into 
the lives of young people 
today.
“When we talk about Pahla-
vani, we should not think 
only of physical strength, 
wrestling or muscular pow-
er. Being a Pahlavan means 
standing by others in diffi-
cult times, respecting their 
rights, helping those in 
need and demonstrating 
fairness and integrity in 
both words and actions,” 
he said.
Shahraki noted that the 
people of Sistan have his-
torically been known for 
their hospitality, sense of 
honor, solidarity and will-
ingness to help one anoth-
er, describing these quali-
ties as an essential part of 
their collective identity.
“If these values remain 
alive in the behavior of the 
younger generation, the 
tradition of Pahlavani will 
continue to have a mean-
ingful place in society,” he 
added.
Referring to the growing 
distance between some 
young people and the re-
gion’s cultural heritage, 
Shahraki said many may 
have heard the names of 
historical figures and leg-
endary champions but lack 
a deeper understanding of 

their character, conduct 
and way of life.
“The problem is that lo-
cal culture is sometimes 
brought up only on special 
occasions. Once the cere-
monies are over, it is for-
gotten again,” he said.
He added that young peo-
ple today are increasingly 
exposed to role models 
promoted through social 
media, while their own 
history and culture contain 
many distinguished figures 
who could inspire them.
“If these personalities are 
introduced in simple lan-
guage and through mod-
ern platforms, young peo-
ple will develop a stronger 
connection with their local 
identity,” he said.
Shahraki also highlighted 
the role of families and the 
education system in pass-
ing on the values of Javan-
mardi, arguing that young 
people cannot be expected 
to uphold principles they 
do not see practiced in 
their everyday surround-
ings.
Families, he said, should 
teach children respect, 

honesty, forgiveness and 
helping others from an 
early age, while schools 
should devote greater at-
tention to the region’s cul-
tural heritage and histori-
cal figures alongside their 
academic curricula.
He further emphasized 
the role of the media in 
preserving local identity, 
saying that short films, 
engaging documentaries, 
accounts of veteran cham-
pions and effective use of 
social media could make 
Sistan’s Pahlavani tradi-
tion more accessible and 
appealing to younger au-
diences.
“Young people should 
not simply hear the word 
Pahlavani; they should 
have opportunities to see 
what it means in practice,” 
he said, adding that cultur-
al and sporting events, in-
troducing veteran figures 
and fostering interaction 
between older and young-
er generations could help 
achieve this goal.
Maryam Heydari, who 
works in cultural affairs in 
Nimruz, described Sistan’s 

tradition of Pahlavani and 
Javanmardi as a valuable 
legacy that plays a vital 
role in shaping regional 
identity.
Passing it on to younger 
generations, she said, is 
essential to preserving 
cultural traditions and 
strengthening ethical val-
ues in society.
Heydari explained that 
Pahlavani and Javanmardi 
are among the most deep-
ly rooted moral and social 
values of the people of Sis-
tan, having helped shape 
the character and identity 
of the region’s inhabitants 
throughout history.
The tradition, she stressed, 

goes far beyond physical 
strength and individual abil-
ity. It is founded on honor, 
honesty, loyalty, forgiveness, 
consideration for others 
and helping those in need.
“In the traditional Sistani 
understanding, a true 
Pahlavan is not simply 
someone with greater 
physical strength. A real 
champion is someone who 
observes the principles of 
chivalry in their conduct, 
stands against oppression 
and injustice, respects the 
rights of others and sup-
ports fellow human beings 
in difficult circumstances,” 

she said.
“This is the meaning that 
must be properly ex-
plained to today’s gener-
ation.”
She noted that adoles-
cents and young adults are 
growing up amid an over-
whelming range of role 
models, content and cul-
tural influences. Unless the 
region’s valuable heritage 
is presented in engaging 
ways that reflect contem-
porary needs, she warned, 
younger generations could 
gradually lose their con-
nection with their cultural 
roots and traditions.
Heydari said the Pahlavani 
tradition has considerable 

potential to promote the 
social and moral develop-
ment of adolescents, as it 
encompasses respect for 
elders, support for the 
vulnerable, responsibil-
ity, anger management, 
keeping promises and 
fairness. These principles, 
she added, can help shape 
a healthy and responsible 
future generation.
Ultimately, Sistan’s tradi-
tion of Pahlavani can re-
main a living part of the 
region’s identity only if a 
meaningful connection is 
established between its 
proud past and the every-
day lives of today’s young-
er generation.
The threat to this cultural 
legacy stems not simply 
from generational change 
or the expansion of social 
media, but from the grow-
ing separation of the val-
ues of Javanmardi from ev-
eryday conduct and their 
confinement to historical 
accounts and occasional 
commemorative programs.
Preserving this cultural 
asset requires more than 
temporary initiatives and 
ceremonial slogans. It calls 
for sustained efforts by 
families, schools, the media 
and cultural organizations.
To safeguard its Pahlavani 
heritage, Sistan must move 
beyond celebrating the 
achievements of the past 
and create opportunities 
for these values to become 
part of contemporary life.
For Pahlavani remains 
alive only when it is re-
flected in people’s actions 
and passed down from one 
generation to the next.
The champions of yester-
day helped shape Sistan’s 
history, but the survival of 
their code of honour now 
depends on the choices 
and conduct of today’s 
generation.
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